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the history of the 'Bird Flu Pandemic' and Swine Flu Pandemic, as well as a flu vaccine contaminated 
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archive or on a third party websites. 
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related to influenza pandemics that have occurred in the XXI century. 
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1. Introduction: Some events before 2009 


Le Surgical Neurology International 


Knowledge is power 


cc EIC KM qr Editor-in-Chief: Nancy E. Epstein, MD, Clinical Professor of Neurological Surgery, School of 
Publisher of Scientific Journals Medicine, State U. of NY at Stony Brook. 


SNI: Infection 


Mikhail Teppone 
History of advances in genetic engineering of viruses before COVID-19 pandemic 


Surg Neurol Int. 2023 Mar 24;14:109 


Background: On December 31, 2019, the World Health Organization's China Country Office was 
alerted to cases of pneumonia of unknown cause detected in Wuhan City, Hubei Province of China. 


Methods: Due to the fact that to date, the question of the origin of severe acute respiratory syndrome 
coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) has not been resolved yet, the author analyzed the main advances in 
the development of genetic engineering of viruses that took place before the onset of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 


Discussion: This review suggests that the emergence of new genetically modified viruses became 
possible no later than the mid-1950s. In the ongoing studies, natural viruses were treated with various 
physical or chemical agents, and then they were selected depending on the weakening or strengthening 
of the pathogenic functions of the virus. As is known, the first pandemic caused by a reassortant 
virus, including the genes of the avian and human influenza viruses (H2N2), occurred in 1957—1958. 

Later it became possible to combine the genes of different viruses and insert the genes of some 
viruses into the genomes of other viruses. Since that time, the production of vector vaccines has 
begun, for which genetically modified reassortant viruses were used. The construction of viruses 
similar to SARS-CoV-2 became possible around the border of 1980s and 1990$. It is likely that the 
first reassortant virus, which included the genes of four different virus at the same time, was discovered 
in nature during the “swine flu” pandemic that began in the spring of 2009. 

At present, there are all the necessary technologies for assembling any full-sized virus based on 
the nucleotide sequence available in the virus database, or for creating a new artificial virus based 
on a virtual model offered by a computer. 


Conclusion: 'The given above has confirmed that before the emergence of COVID-19 pandemic 
the ability of genetic engineering of the viruses was more advanced than needed to construct the 
virus which is similar to SARS-CoV-2. Thus, scientists around the world should support Neil 
Harrison and Jeffrey Sachs of Columbia University (USA) in calling for a thorough and independent 
investigation into the origin of SARS-CoV-2. Only a full understanding of the origin of the new 
virus can minimize the likelihood of a similar pandemic in the future. 
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Heinz Ludwig Fraenkel-Conrat 
The chemical basis of the infectivity of tobacco mosaic virus and other plant viruses 


Burnet FM, Stanley WM, editors. 
The Viruses. Biochemical, Biological, and Biophysical Properties. General Virology 
New York, London: Academic Press, 1959, Vol. 1. p. 429-457 


THE VIRUSES 


Biochemical, Biological, and Biophysical Properties 


Edited by 
Е. M. BURNEY W. M. STANLEY 


The Walter and Eliza Hall 
Institute of Medical Research University 


y 


Melbourne, Australia 


Volume 1 
GENERAL VIROLOGY 


1959 


VII. Reconstitution of Viruses from Different Strains 


A. Mixed Viruses 
B. Mixed Nucleic Acid Viruses 
C. Search for in vitro-Produced Mutants 


Since it has become possible to demonstrate infectivity in degraded and reconstituted virus 
preparations, the aim has been to produce at will a new genetic (1.e., replicating) species of molecules. 
Reconstitution experiments with protein and nucleic acid of two different TMV strains were 
initiated prior to our realization that the nucleic acid alone was infectious and carried all the genetic 
information (Fraenkel-Conrat and Singer, 1957). These experiments were thus actually done in the 
hope of producing particles of an intermediate character, and obviously had to fail in this regard. 
Although an occasional mutant was observed, this also occurred in similarly rare instances with the 
progeny of the nucleic acid alone. For it seems that tlie chemical handling of the nucleic acid per se 
may be slightly mutagenic. (p. 453) 
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San Francisco Examiner 


Mary Jo Takach 
No Cure for that Cold? 


San Francisco Examiner (San Francisco, CA), 1972, Oct 8, Sun, N 41: 28. 


New York 
IHE common cold is like 
the weather — every- 
body talks about it but no 
one can do much about it. 
Nearly 26 years ago 
Britains Medical Re- 
search Council set up a 
unit at Harvard Hospital. 
Salisbury, to study cem- 
mon colds. In the begin- 
ning, in England, as in the 
United States, the major 
research was to identify 
the cause of the common 
cold. The study of viruses 
was young and scientists 
were hopeful that only one 
or two caused the common 
cold. 


Volunteers Exposed 


„ The original viruses 
were identified by expos- 
ing volunteers to them and 
seeing what happened. 
The volunteers would be 
inoculated with potentially 
infectious viruses by plac- 
ing a few drops of liquid 
containing them into the 

` nose and if any of them 
developed colds this would 
indicate that virus had 
been present in the inocu- 
lus, explains Dr. Sylvia 
Reed of the cold unit's re- 
search staff. 


Today, the number of vi- 
ruses is no longer of inter- 
est. “ТЕ is now known that 
there are more than 9 
serotypes of rhinoviruses, 
which do not cross- 
immunize against one an- 
other,” Dr. Reed says. 
‘Furthermore, a new 
group of viruses has also 
been isolated. These are 
called human coronavirus- 
es and they also cause typ- 
ical colds.” 

Dr. James Spray of the 
National Center for Dis- 
ease Control in Atlanta, 
Ga.. estimates that there 
are at least 200 cold virus- 
es which cause Americans 
to lose 47 million work- 
days and 65 million school 
days every year. 

These viruses do not 
cross-immunize. This 


No Cure 
For That 
Cold? 


By Mary Jo Takach 


means each virus would 
need its own vaccine. In 
addition. vaccines cause 
antibodies in the blood- 
stream and cold viruses 
affect the outer linings of 
the nasal passages — 
just about as far away 
from the bloodstream as 
one can get in the body.” 
Dr. Spray notes. Also, the 
immunity against a cold 
lasts for about two weeks. 
Thus. researchers have 
decided it is just not worth 
the effort to develop 200 
vaccines which would 
have to be given every two 
weeks or so. The U.S. Na- 
tional Institutes of Health 
(NIH) closed down its 
Board of Vaccine Develop- 
ment last year, deciding it 
was а waste of time and 


There are at 
least 200 


cold viruses 


money. The British equiv- 
alent is still flourishing al- 
though the trend of its re- 
search has changed radi- 
cally. 

Volunteers. however, 
still enroll in the British 
program for 10 days. Only 
healthy people aged 18 to 
50 are accepted and they 
are isolated in pairs or 
threes in comfortable 
apartments. The only peo- 
ple the volunteers meet 
other than their “flat- 
mates” are the doctor, 
nurse and virologists, who 
are ай gowned and 


4 


masked. 


Many of the volunteers 
are students, nurses, mar- 
ried couples or groups of 
housewives who can enjoy 
a relaxing holiday without 
expenses and with a bit of 
pocket money. Only about 
a third come down with a 
cold. Some actually return 
for another ““vacation.”” 


“At present,” Dr. Reed 
explains. “the volunteers 
assist in two main re- 
search topics." One is as- 
sessing the activity in man 
of antiviral drugs. The 
other is testing influenza 
vaccines. 

“At Salisbury, drugs 
which are known to be ac- 
tive against respiratory vi- 
ruses in test tubes and 
which have satisfactorily 
completed their toxicology 
testing can be assessed Гог 
activity against experi- 
mental infections of volun- 
teers using rhinoviruses, 
coronaviruses or attenuat- 
ed influenza viruses," Dr. 
Reed says. 


Possible Drugs 


There are several drugs. 
according to Dr. Donald 
D'Alessio, an assistant 
professor of preventive 
medicine at the University 
of Wisconsin, which show 
some tendency to kill vi- 
ruses the way antibiotics 
kill bacteria. “We have 
tested several compounds 
which showed activity in 
tissue against a group of 
viruses. Unfortunately, in 
humans the activity of 
these drugs is marginal.” 

When a specific com- 
pound does not work. re- 
searchers then try differ- 
ent derivatives of the com- 
pound in hope that one of 
these will prove stronger. 
As of yet. Dr. D'Alessio 
says, there has been no 
compound that shows it- 
self to be “hot stuff," de- 
spite recent reports of one 
that has given some posi- 
tive results in animal 
tests. 

Enterprise Science Service 


The common cold is like the weather — everybody talks about 1t but no one can do much about it. 


1. Introduction: Some events before 2009 


Nearly 26 years ago Britain's Medical Research Council set up a unit at Harvard Hospital, Salisbury, to 
study common colds. In the beginning, in England, as in the United States, the major research was 
to identify the cause of the common cold. The study of viruses was young and scientists were 
hopeful that only one or two caused the common cold. 


Volunteers Exposed 


The original viruses were identified by exposing volunteers to them and seeing what happened. 
The volunteers would be inoculated with potentially infectious viruses by placing a few drops of 
liquid containing them into the nose and if any of them developed colds this would indicate that 
virus had been present in the inoculus, explains Dr. Sylvia Reed of the cold unit's research staff. 


Today, the number of viruses is no longer of interest. "It is now known that there. are more than 
90 serotypes of rhinaviruses, which do not crossimmunize against one another," Dr. Reed says. 
"Furthermore, a new group of viruses has also been isolated. These are called human coronaviruses 
and they also cause typical colds." 


Dr. James Spray of the National Center for Disease Control in Atlanta, Ga., estimates that there are 
at least 200 cold viruses which cause Americans to lose 47 million work-days and 65 million school 
days every year. 


These viruses do not cross-immunize. This means each virus would need its own vaccine. In 
addition, vaccines cause antibodies in the blood-stream and cold viruses affect the outer linings of 
the nasal passages — "just about as far away from the bloodstream as one can get in the body." Dr. 
Spray notes. Also, the immunity against a cold lasts for about two weeks. 

Thus researchers have decided it is just not worth the effort to develop 200 vaccines which would 
have to be given every two weeks or so. The U.S. National Institutes of Health (NTH) closed down 
its Board of Vaccine Development last year, deciding it was a waste of time and money. The British 
equivalent 15 still flourishing although the trend of its research has changed radically. 


Volunteers, however, still enroll in the British program for 10 days. Only healthy people aged 18 
to 50 are accepted and they are isolated in pairs or threes in comfortable apartments, The only people 
the volunteers meet other than their "flat-mates" are the doctor, nurse and virologists, who are all 
gowned and masked. 


Many of the volunteers are students, nurses, married couples or groups of housewives who can 
enjoy a relaxing holiday without expenses and with a bit of pocket money. Only about a third come 
down with a cold. Some actually return for another "vacation." "At present." Dr. Reed explains, "the 
volunteers assist in two main research topics." One is the activity in man of antiviral drugs. The other 
1s testing influenza vaccines. 


"At Salisbury, drugs which are known to be active against respiratory viruses in test tubes and 
which have satisfactorily completed their toxicology testing can be assessed for activity against 
expermental infections of volunteers using rhinoviruses, coronaviruses or attenuated influenza 
viruses," Dr. Reed says. 


Possible Drugs. 

There are several drugs according to Dr. Donald D'Alessio, a n assistant professor of preventive 
medicine at the University of Wisconsin, which show some tendency to kill viruses the way antibiotics 
kill bacteria. "We have tested several compounds which showed activity in tissue against a group of 
viruses. Unfortunately, in humans the activity of these drugs is marginal." 


When a specific compound does not work, researchers then try different derivatives of the 
compound in hope that one of these will prove stronger. As of yet. Dr. D'Alessio says, there has 
been no compound that shows itself to be "hot stuff," despite recent reports of one that has given 
some posi-tive results 1 n animal tests. 

Enterprise Science Service 
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American Journal of 


EPIDEMIOLOGY 


Nic Masurel, William M. Marine 
Recycling of Asian and Hong Kong influenza A virus hemagglutinins in man. 


Am J Epidemiol. 1973 Jan; 97(1): 44-49. 


Pre-Asian/57 and post-Hong Kong/ 68 epidemic sera were studied for antibodies to A/Japan/305/57 
(H2N2), A/Hong Kong/1/68 (H3N2), and A/Equine/63 (Heq2Neq2) viruses by Ше hemagglutination- 
inhibition test. The relationship of antibodies in pre-Asian/57 sera further established the hypothesis 
that a Hong Kong/ 68-like virus stimulated antibody cross-reacting asymmetrically with Hong 
Kong/68 and Equine/63 hemagglutinins. 


The lack of a predictable quantitative and qualitative relationship of Asian/57 and Hong Kong/68 
antibodies in the pre-Asian/57 sera, together with the different timing of increase in prevalence to 
these two hemagglutinins, lead to a unified hypothesis for recycling of Asian/57-like and Hong 
Kong/68-like viruses. 


The positive relationship between Asian/57 and Hong Kong/68 antibodies in the pre-Asian/57 and 
post-Hong Kong/68 collection of sera is explained by the anamnestic stimulation of Asian/57 antibody. 


A hemagglutinin-mediated anamnestic response in Asian/57 antibody by Hong Kong/68 vaccine 
was confirmed in a group of young adults, using hemagglutinin-specific recomhinants. 


Although the data do not permit the exact timing of this recycling, we can be quite certain that 
influenza viruses with Asian/57-like and Hong Kong/68-like hemagglutinins occurred in the same 
sequence at the end of the 19th century as was seen in 1957 and 1968. 


The implications of this conclusion include the prediction that a Swine-like influenza A virus may 
recur in man by 1985-1990. 
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Tomorrow's Sci-Fi 


Aspiring Writers Gather Here at Feet of Pros 


Damon Knight Kate Wihelm 


W. Kim Heron 


Tomorrow's Sci-Fi: Aspiring writers gather here at feet of pros 
The State Journal (Lansing, МО, 1975, Aug 12, Tue, р. B-3. 


Stan Robinson from California stood in the phone booth: "I found your letter on the floor. I guess it has been there 
about two weeks so I figured I better call ... Yes, things are going well, Damon is here ..." The revered editor and writer 
Damon Knight of science fiction circles and his wife Kate (Kate Wilhelm of science fiction and nonscience fiction 
circles) were in their room with four of the floating pool of 25 Clarionoids writers of the Clarion science fiction writing 
workshop con-ference and their coordinator Larry Isaacs. 

The Mason Hall apartment on Michigan State University campus. on one of the final mornines of the work-shop, was 
littered with peanut jars, beer bottles. empty glasses. glasses being emptied, manuscripts. Damon's bare feet over the edge 
of the coffee table and bing-flopping-bing-thud, mini-sized superbails careening off the walls, making occupants duck. 
Welcome to closing scenes from Clarion 8: A science fic-tion writer's workshop which for the past six weeks put together 
25 aspiring science fiction writers with six professionals, one a week for the first four weeks. then the Knights for two 
weeks together. 

he first four were Samuel Delaney, Gene Wolfe, Joe Haldeman and Roger Zelanzny, all familiar names to science 
fiction devotees. Damon Knight also buys workshop material for his biannual "Orbit" hard-back anthology. This year 
Kate Wilhelm is planning an anthol ogy of Clarion writers, to indude this year's workshop and last year's. The original 
"Clarion" series was edited by former director Robin Scott Wilson. After watching one clannoid spit a ping pong ball 
out of his mouth — which struck another, cutting off his Donald Duck imitation during an early morning insanity session — 
Isaacs explained that "this year may not be the best writers, or the brightest intellects, but they do display the widest array 
of talents." The writers come from a variety of backgrounds though most are either college students, graduates or dropouts. 
They vary in age from 18 to 37 and geologically they range coast to coast and north to Saskatoon in Canada. 

Most Have written before; some have been published, others have collected folders full of rejection notices. All are 
white. 21 are male and four female. The attraction to science fiction is in part no different from the attraction of Buck Rogers 
in the pulp '40s: The fantastic. Len Rosenberg, an unem ployed former college student from New York, said, "I like the 
fantastic and the weird, and I think that science fiction is a good kind of meta-phor for society and the changes that are 
taking place." 

Knight Puts it in a larger context, saying that our current notions of fiction come from realism and naturalism, a 
movement that is only about 100 years old. "All the way back men have dreamed of strange places. like Sinbad's voyages to 
strange places," said Kate Wilhelm. "Now it's spaceships instead of sailing boats." The workshop produced numerous 
stories around three problems in particular raised by current science: Cloning, genetic manipulation and brain control. 

Cloning is a technique where a single cell or bit of tissue from an organism could be used to regrow an entire organism. In 
human terms, scientists could thus grow a twin from anyone, using a piece of his or her tissue. 

Genetic manipulation is the process of altering the genes which determine the form, function and operation of an 
organism. For example, a genetically altered human could have gills, while a genetically altered virus might be one 
human beings, would have no immunity to. Recent brain research has revealed new information about how the brain 
operates. but this knowledge can be used for good or evil. 

All these become fertile grounds for science fiction writers worried about the re-luctance of scientists to look into 
the implications of their own research. While science, technology and gadgetry have been corn-mon in science fiction, the 
writers today enter a more literate and more respectable field than the pulp days. Science fiction has become an accepted 
part of many college programs and is being adopted т high schools. What was a "ghettoized" school of writing is now 
closer to the mainstream than ever. But the short story market the writers hope to sell to is in a dreary state. Reprints outsell 
new material and pay averages three cents a word. A major impact of the workshop, according to most participants and 
writers alike was on basic writing skills, not problems particular to science fiction. 

But what the workshop offered most of all was in-stant feedback. Mike Berlyn, a college stu-dent from Florida, busily 
edit-ing another writer's manus-cript, said, "The great thing is that you're with each other 24 hours a day. "You get 
direct feedback," he said. "This workshop has taken my writing from the 1940s to the 1970s ... well, at least the 1950s." 
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Ehe New ork Times 


Edwin D. Kilbourne 


Flu to the Starboard! Man the Harpoons! 
Fill ^em With Vaccine! Get the Captain! Hurry! 


The New York Times, Feb. 13, 1976, p. 32 


World-wide epidemics, or pandemics, of influenza have marked the end of every decade since 
the 1940's — at intervals of exactly eleven years 1946, 1957 and 1968. A perhaps simplistic reading 
of this immediate past tells us that 11 plus 1968 is 1979, and urgently suggests that those concerned 
with the public health had best plan without further delay for an imminent natural disaster. 


Since the virus of influenza was first isolated in 1933, it has been measured, dissected and chemically 
analyzed with the assumption that its tiny particle holds the secret of its unique ability to persist into 
the twentieth century as the last great plague of man. In truth, the influenza virus particle will reveal 
the secret of its unusual mutability when the function of its genes and proteins can be understood. 


The basic structure of the virus is now known, its proteins and genes counted and numbered and 
subject to deliberate laboratory manipulation, yet we have no answer to its predictable disappearance 
every ten years and its periodic replacement by new mutants to which the whole world is susceptible. 


Reasonably effective vaccines for influenza have been available for thirty years, but not even 
recent pandemics have been significantly influenced by human intervention. Whenever pandemic 
influenza next appears, we must improve upon our well-intentioned but uncoordinated individual 
efforts of the past that have resulted in ambiguous advice to the public and inadequate production 
and maldistribution of vaccines. 
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The initial introduction in 1968 of the currently circulating Hong Kong subtype of influenza 
virus witnessed within the United States alone the occurrence of more than 50 million illnesses and 
19,000 influenza-associated deaths (and 1968 was not our worst pandemic year). The economic 
burden of such a disaster is not easily Calculated but in 1968-69 approached $4 billion if losses in 
earnings are added to total medical costs. 


If, then, we accept pandemic influenza as a disaster and are concerned about its apparent 
predictability, what can be done about the predictable disaster of circa 1979? Although hardly as 
predictable as the tides, the recurrence of pandemics is predictable, if the record of the last 400 
years is any guide to the future. 


Much can be done without a single new scientific development. Our present vaccine policy is not 
carried out in practice. This policy recommends the preferential immunization of the estimated 45 
million Americans unusually susceptible to influenza complications (pneumonia and death) even in 
interpandemic years. 


But only about 20 million doses of vaccine are produced annually, and of this amount less than 
half reaches the high-risk population. 


A central advisory commission should be established to coordinate the influenza-related research 
activities of the National Institute for Allergy and Infectious Diseases, the vaccine regulatory functions 
of the Bureau of Biologics of the Food and Drug Administration, and the epidemiological surveillance 
and public health advisory functions of the Center for Disease Control, to insure adequate production 
of vaccine by the private sector and its appropriate distribution. Achievement of this objective may 
require governmental subsidizing of industry with the probability of occasional overproduction of 
vaccine — but discarded vaccine should be weighed against discarded lives. 


Although present vaccines do not produce lasting immunity, they are 70 percent to 90 percent 
effective for about one year. These vaccines have never been systematically or widely used during 
pandemics. If only individuals abnormally susceptible to fatal complications (those over 65 years of 
age and those with cardiac or pulmonary disease) were selectively immunized, many of the predictable 
thousands of deaths and millions of illnesses could be prevented. 


Recent basic research has already yielded practical dividends in enhancement of vaccine production 
by the use of genetically modified viruses — thus shortening the production lag responsible, in part, 
for past vaccine shortages in pandemic years. 


Meanwhile, research on new live virus vaccines as well as basic studies should be accelerated so 
that these and other new approaches to the control of pandemic influenza can be tested when pandemic 
influenza, the predictable natural disaster, next strikes. 
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Ehe New ork Times 


Harold M. Schmeck, Jr. 


U.S. Calls Flu alert on possible return of epidemic's virus. 
Special to The New York Times 


The New York Times, 1976, Feb. 20, p. 1, 69. 


WASHINGTON, Feb. 19 — The possibility was raised today that the virus that caused the greatest 
world epidemic of influenza in modern history—the pandemic of 1918-19—may have returned. 


As yet no one knows whether this has happened. Because of the potential importance of such a 
return, however, Federal health experts are alerting all state health departments and the World Health 
Organization. A worldwide influenza surveillance network will he looking for the suspected virus. 


The experts said that there was little danger of any “wildfire” epidemic of the newly found virus 
this season, since flu virus seems to spread slowly and the flu season usually ends by mid-March or 
lateApril. 


The reason for the alert, made public today, was the discovery of an unusual strain of influenza 
virus in four flu victims at Fort Dix, N.J. One of the patients, an 18-year-old man, died. 


The announcement was made in Atlanta today by experts at the Federal Government's Center for 
Disease Control. It was disclosed that the four patients at Fort Dix were infected with la virus that 
appeared to he hybrid combining characteristies of human Asian flu virus and a virus that causes 
flu-like illness in swine. 


“Although the swine-type virus has been found in swine for many years, this is the first time to 
our knowledge that it, has been associated with an outbreak of influenza in the human population in 
the United States,” said Dr. H. Bruce Dull, assistant director of the disease-control center. “Whether 
this is significant or merely a curiosity Is unknown at this time.” 


The reason for the alert, he and other experts said, is that some evidence suggests that the great 
flu pandemic of 1918- 19 was caused by a virus related to that of swine influenza. 


The main evidence is that many persons over the age of 50 have antibodies to the swine, influenza 
virus, suggesting that they must have been exposed to it. Influenza viruses were not discovered until 
the 1930's. 


For that reason, health experts have no way of knowing specifically what virus strain caused the 
great pandemic, 


The word pandemic means world epidemic. The influenza pandemic of 1918-19 15 believed to 
have involved 200 million cases—perhaps one-tenth of the human race at that time—and about 20 
million deaths. Nothing approaching that pandemic has been seen since, although there have been 
periodic world. outbreaks. 


In the United States, the toll from the 1918-19 pandemic was roughly 20 million cases and half a 
million deaths. 
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The virus that caused the, pandemic was both exceptionally widespread and unusually deadly. 
After the great outbreak, that virulent form apparently did not persist long in the human population. 


Occasional cases of flu in humans have been linked to virus like the swine virus. There was one 
such case in 1974 in Minnesota and one last fall in Wisconsin, both in farm residents. 


The cluster of cases at Fort Dix was an entirely different sort of occurrence. It involved four persons, 
none of whom seemed likely to have been exposed to swine carrying virus. 


The virus was discovered during routine investigations by, New Jersey and military doctors. Now, 
in addition to the worldwide alert, the New Jersey and military medical authorities are carefully 
evaluating Пи in New Jersey to see if the virus may extend beyond Ше four cases. 


“И is possible that the cluster of cases at Fort Dix represents little more than a curiosity,” 


Dr. Dull said. “Nevertheless, the findings require careful evaluation and special investigation.” 
Existing flu vaccines would be of virtually no use against the newly detected virus. Vaccine experts 
will meet with officials of the Food and Drug Adminstration tomorrow to decide what steps need to 
be taken, if any. 


Dr. Dull and Dr. Walter R. Dowdle of the C.D.C. virology division said today that there was little 
danger of any “wildfire” epidemic of the newly found virus this season. Flu virus seems to spread 
relatively slowly, they said, and the flu season ordinarily ends by midMarch or late-April. Thus, the 
current season is already waning, and the next one is not, expected until late fall or early winter. 


Dr. Dull said that the four cases at Fort Dix were identified early in February and, to date, no 
further infections with the swine-type virus was found. 


He and Dr. Dowdle said it might take about six months to develop and produce large amounts of 
a new vaccine effective against the virus found at Fort Dix. 


Ordinarily, they said, vaccines for the 1976-77 flu season would be going into production at about 
this time of year. Because the influenza virus is very changeable, new vaccine types have to be 
produced every few years. 


Dr. Dull said it should he possible to judge within several weeks whether or not there will a need 
for a vaccine against swine-type influenza virus of man. 
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Swine Flu 
air 


Richard E. Neustadt, Harvey V. Fineberg 
The Swine Flu Affair.Decision-Making on a Slippery Disaese 


Washington (DC): National Academies Press (US); 1978, 189 p. PMID: 25032342 


Summaru and Comments 


In winter 1976, it was cold on the East Coast of the United States. By mid-January, many of the 
recruits serving in the military at Fort Dix had "colds." The patients were offered hospitalization; 
one of them, David Lewis, refused hospitalization, continued training, and died suddenly. 


On February 20, 1976, the New York Times published an article by scientific columnist Harold 
Schmeck stating that a recently discovered virus was probably the cause of the 1918-1919 epidemic. 


On March 24, 1976, after discussing the events at Fort Dix, US President Gerald Ford announced 
a plan to vaccinate 200 million Americans against the swine flu virus. To carry out the program of 
total vaccination, J. Ford asked the US Congress for 135 million dollars, and later received the support 
of both chambers. 


Vaccination began on October 1, but was suspended on December 16, 1976, due to an increasing 
number of various complications, including Guillain-Barré syndrome and deaths. In two and a half 
months, more than 40 million Americans received the vaccine. 


As 1 turned out, there was no epidemic of swine Пи and there was no need for vaccination. Human 
lives and huge funds were wasted. It was a trial balloon for future universal vaccination projects. No 
one has been held accountable for this crime. 
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Ehe New ork Times 


Robin Marantz Henig 
The Flu Pandemic 


The New York Times, 29 November 1992 


During the flu epidemic of 1918, according to medical lore, victims were struck down almost in 
midstride. Four women in a bridge group played cards together until 11 o'clock in the evening. By 
the next morning three of them were dead. One man got on a streetcar feeling well enough to go to 
work, rode six blocks and died. During the single month of October, influenza killed 196,000 people 
in this country — more than twice as many as would die of AIDS during the first 10 years of that 
epidemic. By the end of the winter of 1918-19, two billion people around the world had come down 
with influenza, and between 20 million and 40 million had died. 

The flu outbreak of 1918 was "the most devastating epidemic that we have ever had in history," 
says John R. La Montagne, chief of infectious diseases at the National Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases in Bethesda, Md. "And it happened in this century. No one really knows why it 
occurred, but there's every expectation that if it occurred once, it can occur again." The 1918 influenza 
pandemic killed as many people in a single year as died in the four-year Black Death, the bubonic 
plague that ravaged Europe from 1347 to 1351. 

We like to believe such plunder is an ancient relic; whatever was killing people so ruthlessly in 
1918 must be something we can treat by now. Modern medicine has given us an influenza vaccine, 
an anti-influenza drug (amantadine) and plenty of antibiotics to prevent or treat secondary bacterial 
infections. But in the face of a virus that kills so rapidly, all the antiviral drugs in the physician's 
armamentarium would be impotent. If a strain similar to the 1918 variant were to emerge today — a 
strain that, last time around, killed literally overnight — some experts believe that even modern 
medicine would be helpless to prevent many related deaths. 


Because mutation is such a crucial factor in the virus's reproductive strategy, any discussion of 
influenza must include a discussion of how the virus itself changes from one strain to the next. The 
mutations that lead to major changes in viral surface antigens — changes that create the pandemic 
strains of influenza — are quite rare. Pandemic strains have occurred just three times in this century: 
in 1918, the year of the so-called Spanish flu; in 1957, when a new strain called the Asian flu emerged, 
and in 1968, when a third strain was introduced, known as the Hong Kong flu. 


For a short while, influenza researchers believed that pandemics occurred every 11 years. This 
theory — developed in the late 1970's when it looked as though the next pandemic, in the form of 
swine flu, was on its way — was based on a cycle of three large-scale outbreaks: 1946, 1957 and 
1968. Only now do we realize, in retrospect, that the 1946 outbreak represented not a totally new 
antigenic shift, but a higher-than-expected incidence of an old influenza. 


Only three hemagglutinin types and three neuraminidase types seem to be capable of infecting 
human beings. (These are hemagglutinin types H1, H2 and H3, and neuraminidase types N1, N2 
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and N8.) But there are many other antigen types circulating, a total of 14 H types and nine N types; 
most of them are limited to avian or swine influenza. Recent research has indicated, though, that at 
least one antigen previously thought unable to infect humans — hemagglutinin type 7 — can infect 
monkey cells in the laboratory. This raises the possibility that more antigens than we realize may be 
capable of causing pandemic influenza. The only reason we have not seen it happen is that the right 
reassortant has not yet emerged. 


While the 11-year cycle may be a myth, there are good grounds for suspecting that influenza 
does emerge in a cycle of some kind — one that suggests that the next pandemic may be caused by 
an Hl surface antigen. The three H types that infect human beings seem to take turns, in order, as 
the pandemic strains change. Hl seems always to beget H2, H2 to beget НЗ, НЗ to beget Hl again. 
It seems to work this way even retrospectively, when scientists try to extrapolate, from the blood of 
older individuals, what type of antigens were responsible for pre-1918 pandemics. In the mid-1970's, 
researchers analyzed the antibodies still circulating in the bloodstreams of very old people who had 
been exposed to influenza pandemics in the late 19th century. They found that people in their 90's 
still had antibodies to H2N2 — the probable cause of a pandemic from the mid-1800's — and those in 
their 70's and 80's had antibodies to a different variety — H3N2, the probable cause of the pandemic 
of 1890. (Another clue about the strain responsible for earlier epidemics was the fact that in 1968, 
when the H3N2 Hong Kong flu emerged, people over age 78 — who had been children during the 
1890 pandemic — had lower mortality and morbidity rates than people who were 10 or 15 years 
younger.) If the H types really do cycle in this way, the next one in line to emerge is type Hl. 


Influenza experts thought they saw big-league trouble coming in February 1976, when a few 
cases of severe swine flu broke out among young military recruits in Fort Dix, N.J. One of them, Pvt. 
David Lewis, 19, died. Of 19 patients whose specimens were sent to the Centers for Disease Control 
for virus typing, Lewis and four others were shown to be infected with the same HINI influenza 
virus as was responsible for the 1918 pandemic. This got many public-health officials into gear, hoping 
to use modern technology, namely vaccination, to head off a disaster of the magnitude of 1918. 

The large-scale effort to manufacture and distribute enough vaccine for everyone in the country 
showed that millions of doses of high-quality vaccine could be made in a matter of three or four 
months. But the swine-flu pandemic never materialized. In retrospect, some critics now say 40 million 
Americans were vaccinated for nothing. In fact, the only real illness to result from the swine flu 
adventure was caused by the vaccine: about one thousand people developed Guillain-Barre syndrome, 
a serious paralytic disease that could be traced directly to an immunological response to the inoculation. 
Still, Edwin Kilbourne — an early and consistent advocate of mass immunization — says that, based 
on what was known at the time, the Government acted rationally and prudently. Scientists thought 
they had encountered the same influenza strain that caused the devastation of 1918, and they thought 
they had a tool available to help avert hundreds of thousands of deaths. "Better a vaccine without an 
epidemic," Kilbourne says today, "than an epidemic without a vaccine." 

In hindsight, those involved in the decision-making realize that major variants of influenza virus 
in a few individuals do not necessarily signal the start of a new pandemic. Some variants prove easily 
transmitted; most, like the Fort Dix strain, will die out after a few passages through human hosts. 
"Early detection of a new virus therefore may not be adequate evidence on which to undertake mass 
immunization,” Kilbourne wrote in a 1979 article called "Swine Flu: The Virus That Vanished." 
"But it is, I believe, a signal at least to produce vaccine to hold in readiness." 


This is not simply a dress rehearsal for some bigger, more important disease; pandemic influenza 
will be, almost without a doubt, a major plague when it emerges, probably in the next several years. 


Viral emergence was until recently thought to be a rare event and one that could be accounted for 
by mutations — bizarre, totally unpredictable changes in a virus's genetic arrangement. But as scientists 
began to look systematically at how and why viruses emerge, they were surprised to find how rare it 
was that mutations were responsible. Much more important in terms of the emergence of new viruses 
was human behavior. 
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(ibs World Health 
Gt Organization 


Infectious diseases kill over 17 million people a year: 
WHO warns of global crisis. News release 


Geneva, WHO, 1 January 1996 


Nearly 50,000 men, women and children are dying every day from infectious diseases; many of 
these diseases could be prevented or cured for as little as a single dollar per head, the World Health 
Organization says in The World Health Report 1996, published today. 

At least 30 new diseases have emerged in the last 20 years and now together threaten the health 
of hundreds of millions of people. For many of these diseases, there is no treatment, cure or vaccine. 

"We are standing on the brink of a global crisis in infectious diseases. No country is safe from 
them. No country can any longer afford to ignore their threat," the Director-General of WHO, Dr 
Hiroshi Nakajima, says in the report. 

The report warns that some major diseases, such as cholera, malaria and tuberculosis are making a 
deadly comeback in many parts of the world, despite being preventable or treatable. At the same time, 
many new and highly infectious diseases such as HIV/AIDS and the notorious Ebola haemorrhagic 
fever - both of which are incurable - are emerging to pose additional threats. Fears are growing over a 
possible food-chain link between bovine spongiform encephalopathy ("mad cow disease") and a variant 
of the incurable Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease, due to an infectious agent that attacks the human brain. 

Meanwhile, antibiotics and other life-saving drugs used against many diseases are rapidly losing 
their effectiveness as bacteria and other microbes develop resistance to them. For example, doctors 
worldwide are losing some of the most useful and affordable antibiotics against the two principal 
bacteria which cause pneumonia, the major cause of death in children. 

The World Health Report 1996 - Fighting disease, fostering development, published by WHO, 
states that infectious diseases are the world's leading cause of premature death. Of about 52 million 
deaths from all causes in 1995, more than 17 million were due to infectious diseases, including 
about 9 million deaths in young children. Up to half the world's population of 5.72 billion are at risk 
of many endemic diseases. In addition, millions of people are developing cancers as a direct result 
of preventable infections by bacteria and viruses, the report says. 

"The optimism of a relatively few years ago that many of these diseases could easily be brought 
under control has led to a fatal complacency among the international community. This complacency 
is now costing millions of lives - lives that we have the knowledge and means to save, yet that we 
are allowing to trickle through our fingers" Dr Nakajima says. 

"The socioeconomic development of many nations - their prospect of a better future - is being 
crippled by the burden of these diseases. Other countries are paying a huge price in lost foreign currency 
income from food trade and tourism as a result of epidemics of cholera, plague and other diseases." 

"The world has lost sight of its priority to reduce poverty through better health and foster 
development by fighting disease. Today, infectious diseases are not only a health issue; they have 
become a social problem with tremendous consequences for the well-being of the individual and the 
world we live in. We need to recognize them as a common threat that has been ignored, at great cost, 
for too long, and to build global solidarity to confront them." 

"What is required is the commitment of the international community to help countries most at 
risk to help themselves. By helping each other, nations protect the world and protect themselves." 

According to the report, many countries have failed to invest adequately in the control of common 
infectious diseases. Less prevention is now resulting in rising treatment costs. 
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DEFENSE TECHNICAL INFORMATION CENTER 


PRESERVING KNOWLEDGE * CONNECTING PEOPLE * INSPIRING INNOVATION 


po - 


Joseph A. Engelbrecht, Jr., Robert L. Bivins, Patrick M. Condray, 
Merrily D. Fecteau, John P. Geis II, Kevin C. Smith 


Alternate Futures for 2025: 
Security Planning to Avoid Surprise 


Washington, DC Department of the Air Force, 17 June (1 April) 1996 


Abstract: 
The importance of long-range planning has never been greater due to the dwindling resources 
dedicated to defense, debates over roles and missions, and the changing security environment. In 
response to this need, the Air Force embarked on a wide-ranging effort to improve long-range planning. 


The Air University-hosted project 2025 looks 30 years into the future and identifies the systems, 
concepts of operation, and technologies required to ensure the US possesses the dominant air and 
space forces in the future. 


In order to envision the world of 2025, the study had to make predictions. Futurists use several 
methods to forecast the future. The approach used for the 2025 study creates alternate futures by 
examining trends, studying the work of respected futurists, considering surprises and wild cards, 
and conducting analyses to identify the factors, or drivers, that will be major contributors to change. 


To be effective for planning, these drivers must encapsulate the major forces likely to shape the 
world of 2025 and be relevant to the organization. 


After extensive analysis, the Alternate Futures team identified American Woridview, A TeK, and 
World Power Grid as the most important drivers affecting the future and relevant to air and space power. 


American Worldview is the US perspective of the world and describes American willingness and 
capability to interact with the rest of the world. A TeK is the differential in the rate of growth and 
proliferation of technology. World Power Grid describes the generation, transmission, distribution, 
and control of economic, political, and military power throughout the world. 


Regional conflicts 
increase 
abundant food 30 million -UN dissolves 


Social unrest Genetics yield Influenza kills 
increases; 
20 nations have WMD 
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yaf s 48 actors Space exploitation 
Wall E. have WMD -Underwater Most actors havé WMD 
"p ries --some use Settlements World pop.: 8 billion 


Figure 5-2. Plausible History, p. 55. 
(WMD means - weapons of mass destruction). 
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Plausible History 


... Technology could not solve some old problems, as in 2009, when an influenza pandemic struck 
in southern China, then rapidly spread worldwide.'’ Three hundred-thirty million people were 
affected and over thirty million died.'? No one ever determined if the virus was a natural mutation 
or bioengineered."? Many feared the latter." Гр. 54]. 


Notes. 


17. "The influenza virus is unique among viruses in being able to undergo so much antigenic 
change that an antigenically novel virus can sweep around the world in a year or two, giving rise to 
significant morbidity and mortality.... Recent and historical information suggest China, especially 
southern China, as a hypothetical influenza epicenter.” Kennedy F. Shortridge, “The Next Pandemic 
Influenza Virus?" — The Lancet 346, no. 8984 (4 November 1995): 1210-1212. 

In addition, a very realistic plague situation is played out in “Savior of the Plague Years," Wired 
Scenarios, Special Edition, 1.01 (1995): 84. 


18. A similar influenza pandemic occurred in the past. "It was a secondary bacterial infection 
that accounted for the high mortality in the influenza epidemic of 1918 and 1919, one of the worst 
human catastrophes on record. It has been estimated that more than 20 million people around the 
world died during the epidemic, and of the 20 million people who suffered from the illness in the 
United States, approximately 850,000 died." The New Encyclopedia Britannica, 15th ed., 1991, vol. 
26, Macropeadia, 748 (2)a. 


19. In 1995, “ninety-five percent of the wild rabbits in South Australia were killed by the accidental 
release of the deadly calcivirus" in less than three months. Such accidents cause great fear in Digital 
Cacophony, a world where information is available at the lowest level, without the infrastructure to 
institute rigorous safeguards. Steve Newman, “Rabbit Viruses," The Atlanta Journal-Constitution, 3 
February 1996. 
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Los Anacles Times 


More Dangerous Flu Virus Predicted 


Los Angeles Times, 27 September 1996, 12 AM PT 


A more dangerous strain of the flu virus than those seen last year will be circulating this time, the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in Atlanta said. The Type A-Wuhan virus, which can 


lead to deadly complications in the elderly, is the most dangerous of three viruses expected around 
the nation. 


The others are Type A-Texas and Type B. 

The current flu vaccine counteracts all three. 

The CDC recommends vaccinations for people 65 and older, people in nursing homes, children 
with asthma and anyone with a chronic illness. 

Flu contributes to the deaths of about 20,000 people a year in the United States. 
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WIPO 


Richard A. Fayrer-Hosken 
Fertility Impairing Vaccine and Method of Use 


WIPO, 17 July 1999; WWO1999034825; Priority Data: 60/070,375 - 02.01.1998 - US, etc. 


WIPO (PCT); WO1999034825A1 


Abstract 

(EN) A vaccine comprising an antigen derived from a zona pellucida glycoprotein is effective to 
impair fertility in animals, preferably carnivores. The vaccine can be used as an immunosterilant or 
an immunocontraceptive. 


(FR) L'invention concerne un vaccin comprenant un antigéne dérivé d'une glycoprotéine de l'aire 
pellucide, ce vaccin permettant d'inhiber la fécondité chez les animaux, de préférence carnivores. 
Ce vaccin peut étre utilisé comme immunostérilisant et comme immunocontraceptif. 


PCT WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION 
International Bureau 


INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION PUBLISHED UNDER THE PATENT COOPERATION TREATY (PCT) 
(51) International Patent Classification © : WO 99/34825 
A61K 39/00, 39/39 

15 July 1999 (15.07.99) 


(11) International Publication Number: 


(43) International Publication Date: 


(21) International Application Number: PCT/US98/27658 | (81) Designated States: AL, AM, AT, AU, AZ, BA, BB, BG, BR, 
BY, CA, CH, CN, CU, CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES, Fl, GB, GD, 
GE, GH, HU, IL, IS, JP, KE, KG, KP, KR, KZ, LC, LK, 
LR, LS, LT, LU, LV, MD, MG, MK, MN, MW, MX, NO, 
NZ, PL, PT, RO, RU, SD, SE, SG, SI, SK, SL, TJ, TM, 
TR, TT, UA, UG, US, UZ, VN, YU, ZW, ARIPO patent 
(GH, GM, KE, LS, MW, SD, SZ, UG, ZW), Eurasian patent 
(AM, AZ, BY, KG, KZ, MD, RU, TJ, TM), European patent 
(AT, BE, CH, CY, DE, DK, ES, FI, FR, GB, GR, IE, IT, 
LU, MC, NL, PT, SE), OAPI patent (BF, BJ, CF, CG, CI, 
CM, GA, GN, GW, ML, MR, NE, SN, TD, TG). 


(22) International Filing Date: 30 December 1998 (30.12.98) 


(30) Priority Data: 
60/070,375 2 January 1998 (02.01.98) US 
60/07 1,406 15 January 1998 (15.01.98) US 
60/076,368 27 February 1998 (27.02.98) US 


(71) Applicant (for all designated States except US): THE UNIVER- 
SITY OF GEORGIA RESEARCH FOUNDATION, INC. 
[US/US]; Boyd Graduate Studies Research Center, Athens, 
GA 30602-7411 (US). 


Published 
With international search report. 
With amended claims. 


(72) Inventor; and 

(75) Inventor/Applicant (for US only: © FAYRER-HOSKEN, 
Richard, A. [US/US]; P.O. Box 27, Winterville, GA 30683 

(US). 


(74) Agent: SANDBERG, Victoria, A.; Mueting, Raasch 8 Geb- 


hardt, P.O. Box 581415, Minneapolis, MN 55458-1415 
(US). 


(54) Title: FERTILITY IMPAIRING VACCINE AND METHOD OF USE 
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© Trish Examiner 


Stolen foot-and-mouth virus 'released deliberately' 


Irish Examiner, 8 April 2001, 12:00 


The foot-and-mouth outbreak could have been started deliberately by someone who stole a test- 
tube of the virus from a laboratory in Britain. 


The Sunday Express says a container of foot-and-mouth virus went missing from a secret 
Government lab at Porton Down in Wiltshire two months before the crisis began. 


The disappearance was discovered during a routine audit of the sensitive unit, which also houses 
smallpox, TB, anthrax and Ebola. The newspaper says there are rumours the missing test-tube could 
have been taken by an animal rights activist. 


The paper quotes a 'senior military source close to Porton Down' as saying: "A phial appears to 
have gone missing from one of the labs following a routine audit last year. 


"Ministry officials were informed immediately and an investigation was launched initially by 
Special Branch and then by MIS, who are interested in the activities of animal rights protesters." 


It says questions will be tabled in parliament about the Porton Down link this week. A Department 
of Health spokesman wouldn't comment but the paper said an agriculture ministry spokesman said 
the matter was being investigated. 


The paper also claims it has seen documents confirming some sheep carried the virus long before 
the outbreak was confirmed on February 20. According to a Welsh vet, it was in Wales as early as 
January, says the paper. 


Timber merchants say they were approached by the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 
in early February to supply wood for pyres. Agriculture minister Nick Brown insisted this was part 


of a "regular contingency planning exercise”. 


He told the paper: "There are a number of urban legends doing the rounds that the ministry knew 
about this disease before. That is not true." 
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One World, One Health: one world оле health 


Building Interdisciplinary Bridges - 29 September 2004 - New York City 


One World, One Health: 
Building Interdisciplinary Bridges to Health in a Globalized World 


New York, The Rockefeller University, 29 September 2004 


Conference Summary 


Health experts from around the world met on September 29, 2004 for a symposium focused on the current 
and potential movements of diseases among human, domestic animal, and wildlife populations organized by 
the Wildlife Conservation Society and hosted by The Rockefeller University. Using case studies on Ebola, 
Avian Influenza, and Chronic Wasting Disease as examples, the assembled expert panelists delineated 
priorities for an international, interdisciplinary approach for combating threats to the health of life on Earth. 
The product—called the “Manhattan Principles” by the organizers of the “One World, One Health” event, 
lists 12 recommendations (see below) for establishing a more holistic approach to preventing epidemic / 
epizootic disease and for maintaining ecosystem integrity for the benefit of humans, their domesticated 
animals, and the foundational biodiversity that supports us all. 

Representatives from the World Health Organization; the UN Food and Agriculture Organization; the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention; the United States Geological Survey National Wildlife Health 
Center; the United States Department of Agriculture; the Canadian Cooperative Wildlife Health Centre; the 
Laboratoire Nationale de Sante Publique of Brazzaville, Republic of Congo; the IUCN Commission on 
Environmental Law; and the Wildlife Conservation Society were among the many participants. 


The Manhattan Principles on “One World, One Health” 


Recent outbreaks of West Nile Virus, Ebola Hemorrhagic Fever, SARS, Monkeypox, Mad Cow Disease and 
Avian Influenza remind us that human and animal health are intimately connected. A broader understanding 
of health and disease demands a unity of approach achievable only through a consilience of human, domestic 
animal and wildlife health - One Health. Phenomena such as species loss, habitat degradation, pollution, 
invasive alien species, and global climate change are fundamentally altering Ше on our planet from terrestrial 
wilderness and ocean depths to the most densely populated cities. The rise of emerging and resurging infectious 
diseases threatens not only humans (and their food supplies and economies), but also the fauna and flora 
comprising the critically needed biodiversity that supports the living infrastructure of our world. The 
earnestness and effectiveness of humankind’s environmental stewardship and our future health have never been 
more clearly linked. To win the disease battles of the 21st Century while ensuring the biological integrity of the 
Earth for future generations requires interdisciplinary and cross-sectoral approaches to disease prevention, 
surveillance, monitoring, control and mitigation as well as to environmental conservation more broadly. 


We urge the world”s leaders, civil society, the global health community and institutions of science to: 


1. Recognize the essential link between human, domestic animal and wildlife health and the threat disease 
poses to people, their food supplies and economies, and the biodiversity essential to maintaining the healthy 
environments and functioning ecosystems we all require. 


2. Recognize that decisions regarding land and water use have real implications for health. Alterations in 
the resilience of ecosystems and shifts in patterns of disease emergence and spread manifest themselves 
when we fail to recognize this relationship. 


3. Include wildlife health science as an essential component of global disease prevention, surveillance, 
monitoring, control and mitigation. 


4. Recognize that human health programs can greatly contribute to conservation efforts. 
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5. Devise adaptive, holistic and forward-looking approaches to the prevention, surveillance, monitoring, 
control and mitigation of emerging and resurging diseases that take the complex interconnections among 
species into full account. 


6. Seek opportunities to fully integrate biodiversity conservation perspectives and human needs (including 
those related to domestic animal health) when developing solutions to infectious disease threats. 


7. Reduce the demand for and better regulate the international live wildlife and bushmeat trade not only to 
protect wildlife populations but to lessen the risks of disease movement, cross-species transmission, and the 
development of novel pathogen-host relationships. The costs of this worldwide trade in terms of impacts on 
public health, agriculture and conservation are enormous, and the global community must address this trade 
as the real threat it is to global socioeconomic security. 


8. Restrict the mass culling of free-ranging wildlife species for disease control to situations where there is 
a multidisciplinary, international scientific consensus that a wildlife population poses an urgent, significant 
threat to human health, food security, or wildlife health more broadly. 


9. Increase investment in the global human and animal health infrastructure commensurate with the serious 
nature of emerging and resurging disease threats to people, domestic animals and wildlife. Enhanced capacity 
for global human and animal health surveillance and for clear, timely information-sharing (that takes language 
barriers into account) can only help improve coordination of responses among governmental and non- 
governmental agencies, public and animal health institutions, vaccine / pharmaceutical manufacturers, and 
other stakeholders. 


10. Form collaborative relationships among governments, local people, and the private and public (1.e.- 
non-profit) sectors to meet the challenges of global health and biodiversity conservation. 


11. Provide adequate resources and support for global wildlife health surveillance networks that exchange 
disease information with the public health and agricultural animal health communities as part of early warning 
systems for the emergence and resurgence of disease threats. 


12. Invest in educating and raising awareness among the world’s people and in influencing the policy 
process to increase recognition that we must better understand the relationships between health and ecosystem 
integrity to succeed in improving prospects for a healthier planet. 


It is clear that no one discipline or sector of society has enough knowledge and resources to prevent the 
emergence or resurgence of diseases in today’s globalized world. No one nation can reverse the patterns of 
habitat loss and extinction that can and do undermine the health of people and animals. Only by breaking 
down the barriers among agencies, individuals, specialties and sectors can we unleash the innovation and 
expertise needed to meet the many serious challenges to the health of people, domestic animals, and wildlife 
and to the integrity of ecosystems. Solving today’s threats and tomorrow’s problems cannot be accomplished 
with yesterday’s approaches. We are in an era of “One World, One Health” and we must devise adaptive, 
forward-looking and multidisciplinary solutions to the challenges that undoubtedly lie ahead. 


Robert A. Cook, William B. Karesh, and Steven A. Osofsky 
Wildlife Conservation Society, Bronx, New York, USA 
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Killer По recreated in Ше lab: 
Scientists have shown that tiny changes to modern flu viruses 
could render them as deadly as the 1918 strain which killed millions 


BBC News, 7 October 2004, 05:02 GMT 06:02 UK 


http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/health/3719990.stm 


A US team added two genes from a sample of the 1918 virus to a modern strain known to have no effect 
on mice. Animals exposed to this composite were dying within days of symptoms similar to those found in 
human victims of the 1918 pandemic. The research is published in the journal Nature. 


The work of the US team, lead by Dr Yoshihiro Kawaoka of the University of Wisconsin, was carried out 
under the tightest security. Experts focused on two genes thought to play a key role in the infection process. 
One controls production of a spike-like molecule called haemagglutinin (HA), believed to be used by the flu 
virus to attach itself to the cells it is about to infect. 


Previous research published earlier this year in the journal Science identified the HA gene as being the 
crucial element which made the 1918 virus so deadly - and the latest work appears to confirm this. Post 
mortems on mice injected in the nose with the composite virus showed that it had rampaged through their 
lungs, producing inflammation and haemorrhaging. The researchers stress the experiment is conclusive for 
lab mice, and not humans. 


Better monitoring 


But they say that their work may lead to better ways to assess the potential danger of emerging flu viruses. 
Writing in Nature, the researchers say: "Once the properties of the (1918) HA gene that gave rise to its lethal 
infectivity are better understood, it should be possible to devise effective control measures and to improve 
global surveillance networks for influenza viruses that pose the greatest threat to humans as well as other 
animal species." 


Scientists believe the 1918 virus leapt to humans by mutating from bird flu, possibly after passing through 
pigs, which are able to harbour both human and avian viruses and thus allow them to swap genes as the viruses 
reproduce. For that reason, experts are deeply concerned that the avian flu that has broken out in poultry flocks in 
parts of south-east Asia may acquire genes that will make it highly infectious as well as lethal for humans. 


Professor John Oxford, an expert in virology at Queen Mary College London, told BBC News Online the 
latest research underlined just what a threat all flu viruses potentially posed. He said: "It is not a big difference 
at all between a virus that kills 15m people and one that does not kill anyone at all. "The lesson is not to be 
complacent about anything to do with flu. Every flu virus must be carrying baggage that could potentially 
harm us, and we would be well advised not to ignore them." 


Many deaths 


The 1918 "Spanish" flu pandemic is estimated to have infected up to one billion people - half the world's 
population at the time. The virus killed more people than any other single outbreak of disease, surpassing 
even the Black Death of the Middle Ages. 


Although it probably originated in the Far East, it was dubbed "Spanish" flu because the press in Spain - not 
being involved in World War I - were the first to report extensively on its impact. The virus caused three waves of 
disease. The second of these, between September and December 1918, resulting in the heaviest loss of life. 


It is thought that the virus may have played a role in ending World War I as soldiers were too sick to fight, 
and by that stage more men on both sides died of flu than were killed by weapons. Although most people who 
were infected with the virus recovered within a week following bed rest, some died within 24 hours of infection. 
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Ehe New По Times 


Gina Kolatanov 


Hazard in Hunt for New Flu: 
Looking for Bugs in All the Wrong Places 


The New York Time, 8 November 2005. 


Science moves in mysterious ways, and sometimes what seems like the end of the story 15 really 
just the beginning. Or, at least, that 15 what some researchers are thinking as they scratch their heads 
over the weird genetic sequence of the 1918 flu virus. 


Dr. Jeffery Taubenberger, a molecular pathologist at the Armed Forces Institute of Technology who 
led the research team that reconstructed the long-extinct virus, said that a few things seemed clear. 


The 1918 virus appears to be a bird flu virus. But if it is from a bird, it is not a bird anyone has 
studied before. It is not like the А(Н5М1) strain of bird flus in Asia, which has sickened at least 116 
people, and killed 60. It 15 not like the influenza viruses that infect fowl in North America. 


Yet many researchers believe that the 1918 virus, which caused the worst infectious disease epidemic 
in human history, is a bird flu virus. And if so, it is the only one that has ever been known to cause a 
human pandemic. 


That, Dr. Taubenberger said, gives rise to a question. Are scientists looking for the next pandemic 
flu virus in all the wrong places? Is there a bird that no one ever thought about that harbors the next 
1918-like flu? And if so, what bird is it, and where does it live? 


"I can't even assign a hemisphere," he said. "It just came from somewhere else. Maybe it's in 
pigeons. Or in songbirds." 


"It's weird, it's really weird," he added. "My view is to be undogmatic as possible and just try to 
follow the data. This is the result we get. The question is, What does it mean?" 


Dr. Taubenberger's question emerged from the science fiction-like search for the 1918 virus that 
eventually led to its reconstruction. 


A decade ago, Dr. Taubenberger and his colleagues found shards of the extinct virus in two 
fingernail-size snippets of formaldehyde-soaked lung tissue from two soldiers and from the frozen 
lung of an Inuit woman who died of the flu in 1918 and was buried in permafrost. Slowly and 
painstakingly, they fished out the tiny fragments of viral genes and began reconstructing them. 


The first gene they sequenced was the one that codes for the hemagglutinin protein on the virus's 
surface. Immediately, Dr. Taubenberger and his colleagues were struck by an oddity: the chain of 
nucleotides that coded for the amino acids in the protein were arranged differently from those found 
in any other bird flu. 
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The genetic code is flexible; there is more than one way that a group of three nucleotides can be 
arranged to code for the same amino acid. But every bird flu virus ever studied used the same 
spellings for the hemagglutinin amino acids. Not the 1918 flu. 


There were two possibilities, Dr. Taubenberger thought. One was that bird flus have evolved over 
the decades and that back in 1918, the amino acids in bird viruses were simply coded differently. 


Another was that if the 1918 flu virus came from a bird, it was no bird that anyone had considered 
before. 


"We decided there was no way to address this,” Dr. Taubenberger said. After all, the birds from 
1918 were long gone, and their viruses had died with them. 


Then Dr. Thomas Fanning, a scientist in Dr. Taubenberger's group, mentioned that he had a friend at 
the Smithsonian who worked at the National Museum of Natural History in Washington. It had several 
thousand preserved birds from the early 20th century that were floating in Mason jars of alcohol. 


From there, they reached James P. Dean, a supervisor in the division of birds at the museum, who 
sent Dr. Taubenberger a computer printout of the birds in the museum's collection — hundreds of birds, 
with notes telling the species and the exact times and places where they were collected. But which 
to choose? 


Dr. Taubenberger consulted with one of the leading experts on bird flus, Richard Slemons of 
Ohio State, who chose 40 birds on the museum's list, all waterfowl collected around 1918. The museum 
found 25 of them. 


The scientists took tiny pinches of tissue from passages of the birds' excretory tracts, or cloacas, 
and Dr. Taubenberger looked for flu viruses in the tissue. Six of the birds had a flu virus. The 
genetic coding for the amino acids in those viruses was exactly like that in bird flu viruses today, 
Dr. Taubenberger found. 


In fact, the viruses had not even evolved. Human influenza viruses change every year, mutating 
slightly so they can reinfect people who had just had the flu and developed antibodies against it. But 
birds, Dr. Slemons said, do not have much of an immune response to influenza, and so there is no 
particular pressure for the virus to mutate. 


Another reason the viruses stay the same, he said, is that some birds live for only a couple of 
years and so, every year, the viruses have a new bird population to infect. Finally, he said, birds are 
chronically infected with lots of flu viruses at once, and all the viruses coexist peacefully. 


"There are so many that there is no selective pressure on any virus," he said. 


But if bird viruses do not evolve and if the waterfowl viruses in 1915 and 1916 look just like bird 
viruses today, where did the 1918 virus come from? Or was it really a bird virus? 


After all, at the time that he looked at the Smithsonian birds, Dr. Taubenberger had reconstructed 
only part of the virus's genetic sequence. Maybe when he had the whole thing, the picture would change. 


It did not. The entire sequence, published last month in Nature, had the distinctive protein structures 
of a bird virus, he said. And it had that same peculiar way of spelling its amino acids. 


When he compared the 1918 virus with today's human flu viruses, Dr. Taubenberger noticed that 
it had alterations in just 25 to 30 of the virus's 4,400 amino acids. Those few changes turned a bird 
virus into a killer than could spread from person to person. 
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Dr. Taubenberger noticed that, so far, the А(НУМ1) viruses in Asia have just a few of those changes. 
They do not, however, have the unusual ways of coding the amino acid instructions that the 1918 
virus had. So are the Asian bird viruses on their way to becoming pandemic viruses, or not? 


Some experts like Dr. Peter Palese of the Mount Sinai School of Medicine in New York say the 
A(H5NI) flu viruses are a false alarm. He notes that studies of serum collected in 1992 from people 
in rural China indicated that millions of people there had antibodies to the А(Н5МІ) strain. 


That means they had been infected with an H5N1 bird virus and recovered, apparently without 
incident. 


Despite that, and the fact that those viruses have been circulating in China more than a dozen 
years, almost no human-to-human spread has occurred. "The virus has been around for more than a 
dozen years, but it hasn't jumped into the human population,” Dr. Palese said. "I don't think it has 
the capability of doing it." 


Dr. Taubenberger said he could argue it either way. 


"It's a nasty virus," he said. "It is highly virulent in domestic birds and wild birds. The fact that it 
has killed half the humans it has infected makes it of concern, and the fact that it shares some features 
with the 1918 virus makes it of concern. 


"But the fact that it has circulated in Asia for years and hasn't caused a pandemic argues against 
it. Maybe there are some biological barriers we don't understand." 


So where will the next pandemic come from? Dr. Taubenberger says he wonders if it may be from 
a bird no one has thought of, a bird with a flu virus that has the same funny coding of amino acids 
that he saw in the 1918 flu. 


He has teamed up with scientists in Alaska to get swabs from the cloacas of migrating birds, and 
he is looking in those samples for flu viruses that look like the one from 1918. 


"Probably nobody else has thought much about this," Dr. Taubenberger said. "But we've been 


staring at the sequence of the virus for the last 10 years, and we've been thinking about it." For him, 
the story is not over; it has just taken another turn. 
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THE SUNDAY TIMES 


Jonathan Carr-Brown 
Doctor says bird flu drug is useless 


The Sunday Times — Ireland, 4 December 2005, 12:00 AM 


A Vietnamese doctor who has treated dozens of victims of avian flu claims the drug being 
stockpiled around the world to combat a pandemic is “useless” against the virus. 


Dr Nguyen Tuong Van runs the intensive care unit at the Centre for Tropical Diseases in Hanoi 
and has treated 41 victims of HSN1. Van followed World Health Organisation (WHO) guidelines 
and gave her patients Tamiflu, but concluded it had no effect. 


“We place no importance on using this drug on our patients,” she said. “Tamiflu is really only 
meant for treating ordinary type A flu. It was not designed to combat H5N1 . . . (Tamiflu) is useless.” 


Her verdict casts doubt on the pandemic flu policy put in place by the Irish government. Mary 
Harney, the minister for health, has ordered Im doses to “protect” a quarter of the population against 
the flu pandemic. 

=> another version: 

Her verdict casts doubt on the pandemic flu policy put in place by the British government. Sir 
Liam Donaldson, the chief medical officer, has ordered 15 m doses to “protect” a quarter of the 
population against the flu pandemic he believes “is only a matter of time”. 


Van, who has also treated patients with Sars, the respiratory condition linked to birds, said avian 
flu had a frightening effect on its victims and the only way to keep patients alive was to “support” 
all their vital organs, including the liver and kidneys, with modern technology such as ventilators 
and dialysis machines. 


Van would not criticise governments for stockpiling Tamiflu but said doctors had to explain its 
limitations. Roche, the company that makes Tamiflu, has sold stockpiles of the drug to 40 countries 
and insists there is clear evidence it will protect against a future flu virus. However, it stresses the 
drug must be given within 48 hours to be effective. 


“Laboratory studies show that Tamiflu is effective against all strains of flu,” said Bill Hall, director 
of the National Virus Reference Laboratory, who defended Ireland’s stockpiling of Tamiflu and 
other flu treatments. “The only limitation is when it is not administered within the first 24 hours of 
onset of symptoms.” 


The WHO admitted Tamiflu had not been widely successful in humans. “However, we believe in 
many Asian countries it hasn’t been used until late in the illness,” a spokesman said. 
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Terry Gross 
The Next Pandemic: Bird Flu, or Fear? 


NPR, 2 February 2006, 6:16 PM ET 


Fear and paranoia often take hold when a disease threatens to become an epidemic. Dr. Marc K. 
Siegel is the author of the new book Bird Flu: Everything You Need to Know About the Next Pandemic. 


Bird Flu takes on the issues that are injected with a sense of panic and dread, as many parts of the 
world have grown to fear the spread of a deadly influenza outbreak in recent years. That outbreak, 
says Siegel, 15 а distinct possibility. But he urges those who may be at risk to trust in reason — and 
ignore the hype — in judging the risks. 


In making his case for an honest appraisal of the dangers, Siegel cites progress in vaccine work 
and improved living conditions world-wide as two improvements that should make an epidemic far 
less deadly than that of 1918. 


Siegel's previous books include False Alarm: The Truth About the Epidemic of Fear, in which he 
argues against paranoia and reactionary strategies in health care and public safety. Siegel, who teaches 
at the New York University School of Medicine, 15 also a weekly columnist for The New York Daily 
News. He is a frequent contributor to The Los Angeles Times and The Washington Post. 


Dr. Marc Siegel 
Excerpt: 'Bird Flu' 


Part I 
FACTS AND FICTIONS 


What is bird flu? 


All bird flus are influenza A. Influenza А is primarily a respiratory virus, causing coughing, 
congestion, sore throat, muscle aches, fatigue, and fever in most species it infects. 


This strain (also called the H5N1 virus) surfaced in Hong Kong eight years ago, although и may 
have been around for four decades previous to this. It has mostly been affecting Asian poultry. When 
tested in the laboratory, it has been found to be quite deadly, killing ten out of ten chick embryos 
against which it was tested. It is difficult to tell how many birds it has killed in Asia, though, because 
millions of birds have been killed by humans to prevent its spread. As soon as one chicken develops 
symptoms, it is killed along with all the chickens that may have come in contact with it. 
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The CHRISTIAN SCIENCE 


ONITOR. 


Peter Doshi 


Selling 'pandemic flu' through a language of fear 
Traditional skepticism is missing in discussions of pandemic flu. 


The Christian Science Monitor, 21 March 2006 


Americans consider the United States to be a country where debate flourishes. Yet with regard to 
avian flu, hyped sound bites predominate. When President Bush asked Congress for $7.1 billion 
toward "pandemic flu preparedness," even his critics replied "not enough." Meanwhile, public health 
officials seem obsessed with preparing for an impending crisis - even before they have established 
that doom is truly heading our way. 


What is lacking in the overall discussion about pandemic flu is disagreement, criticism, and 
skepticism — once the bedrock of science — from researchers willing to question and test the data. 
Further, little has been done to educate the public on what exactly defines a pandemic. 


First, some facts: According to the World Health Organization, the first "outbreak" of the H5N1 
virus, also known as avian flu, killed six people in 1997 in Hong Kong. Since then, H5N1 has 
allegedly killed 97 more worldwide, the majority of whom lived in poor, rural areas and had direct 
contact with dead or sick birds often kept in unsanitary conditions. 


These numbers do not suggest the human population faces an insurmountable threat from this 
virus. Peter Palese, flu scientist at Mount Sinai School of Medicine in New York, told The New 
York Times in a Nov. 8, 2005, article that H5N1 is a false alarm. The virus has been "around for 
more than a dozen years, but it hasn't jumped into the human population." The reason? It probably 
can't. Dr. Palese points to studies of serum collected from rural Chinese populations in 1992. The 
results indicated that millions of people had natural antibodies to H5N1. This suggests they had 
been infected and recovered without becoming noticeably or extremely sick - not the outcome one 
would expect from a virus as feared as this one. 


The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) estimates that 36,000 deaths in the US 
occur during an "average" flu season. During the last "flu pandemic" of 1968, however, they state 
34,000 Americans died. 


In response to an article I recently published in the British Medical Journal, questioning the 
reliability of US flu death statistics, the CDC countered that "it cannot be assumed a priori that 
pandemics will cause more mortality than interpandemic seasons." Unfortunately, this information 
is rarely explained to the general public. 


The CDC's statement is echoed by scientists at the National Institutes of Health in Bethesda, Md. 


"The mild 1968 pandemic was actually exceeded by a few more recent severe A(H3N2) seasons," 
they say. In other words - technical jargon removed - the annual (nonpandemic) flu season can (and 
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has often been) more deadly than a pandemic. Despite this, the World Health Organization informs 
readers that among the top 10 things you should know about pandemic flu: "Large numbers of deaths 
will occur." 


If regular flu seasons can be worse than "pandemics," just what does the word mean? Many people 
seem unsure. The online Merriam-Webster dictionary reports that "pandemic" was the seventh most 
frequently looked up word in 2005. But what the dictionary doesn't tell its readers is the definition 
that flu scientists employ. 


To influenza researchers, "a pandemic" occurs when Ше flu virus in wide circulation has changed 
more dramatically than the normal seasonal variation. While important to flu virologists, it's not clear 
what relevance this viral caveat holds for the average American. As historian John Barry recently 
put it, "The last time a new influenza virus reached pandemic levels was in 1968, but the episode 
was not significantly deadlier than a typical bad flu season. Few people who lived through it even 
knew it occurred." 


Our healthcare system — and Americans' general state of health - is not in such great shape that 
little is left to do but spend billions of dollars on fighting so-called killers that may never come or 
may not have a significant impact if they do. 


Certainly public health officials are sincerely interested in our well-being. Dr. Julie Gerberding, 
director of the CDC, stated in a telephone press conference last fall, "We've been putting an awful 
lot of attention on pandemic influenza, so influenza is on people's minds, and I think the factor of 
pandemic influenza is very frightening to people." One begins to wonder whether some officials 
might not cherish their worst case scenario, and even see vindication in it. 


There are better ways to promote America's health than selling sickness through the language of 
fear. Before the government employs "all instruments of national power," including "quarantine 
authority," as the National Strategy for Pandemic Influenza declares, we need to be told what "pandemic 
flu" really means. So far, we have not been given the full story in plain language. 
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Marché public n° EPRUS/09-36 relatif а l'acquisition de vaccins contre e-virus HINI 


passé sur le fondement de l'article 3-7“ du Code des marchés publics issu du décret np 2006-975 
du 1“ août 2006, 
entre 
L'Etablissement de préparation et de réponse aux urgences sanitaires (EPRUS) sis 21 avenue du 
Stade de France, 93210 Saint-Denis La Plaine 


Důment représenté par Monsieur Thierry Coudert, Directeur général ... 
https://web.archive.org/web/20110917190018/http://www.lepoint2.com/sons/pdf/vaccin-H1N1%20medias. pdf 


Marché public n° EPRUS/09-36 relatif а l'acquisition de vaccins contre le ftus “е 
H1N1 


passé sur le fondement de l'article 3-7* du Code des marches publics issu du décret n* 2006-975 
du 1" aoüt 2006 


L'Etablissement de préparation et de réponse aux urgences sanitaires (EPRUS) sis 21 avenue du 
Stade de France, 93210 Saint-Denis La Plaine 


Düment représenté par Monsieur Thierry COUDERT, Directeur général 


(ci-apres désigné « EPRUS ») 


Baxter SAS, société par actions simplifiée au capital social de 49.600.000 euros, dont le siege 
social se trouve 6 avenue Louis Pasteur, 78310 Maurepas, immatriculée au Registre du 
Commerce et des Sociétes de Versailles sous le numéro 304 317 357, représentée par Philippe 
Chéne, en sa qualité de Président, düment habilité aux fins des présentes 


(ci-après « Baxter ») 
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Ehe New ork Times 


Gina Kolata 
Faith in Quick Test Leads to Epidemic That Wasn’t 


The New York Times, 22 January 2007, p. 1. 


Correction Appended 


Dr. Brooke Herndon, an internist at Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center, could not stop 
coughing. For two weeks starting in mid-April last year, she coughed, seemingly nonstop, followed 
by another week when she coughed sporadically, annoying, she said, everyone who worked with her. 


Before long, Dr. Kathryn Kirkland, an infectious disease specialist at Dartmouth, had a chilling 
thought: Could she be seeing the start of a whooping cough epidemic? By late April, other health 
care workers at the hospital were coughing, and severe, intractable coughing is a whooping cough 
hallmark. And if it was whooping cough, the epidemic had to be contained immediately because the 
disease could be deadly to babies in the hospital and could lead to pneumonia in the frail and 
vulnerable adult patients there. 


It was the start of a bizarre episode at the medical center: the story of the epidemic that wasn’t. 

For months, nearly everyone involved thought the medical center had had a huge whooping cough 
outbreak, with extensive ramifications. Nearly 1,000 health care workers at the hospital in Lebanon, 
N.H., were given a preliminary test and furloughed from work until their results were in; 142 people, 
including Dr. Herndon, were told they appeared to have the disease; and thousands were given 
antibiotics and a vaccine for protection. Hospital beds were taken out of commission, including 
some in intensive care. 


Then, about eight months later, health care workers were dumbfounded to receive an e-mail 
message from the hospital administration informing them that the whole thing was a false alarm. 

Not a single case of whooping cough was confirmed with the definitive test, growing the bacterium, 
Bordetella pertussis, in the laboratory. Instead, it appears the health care workers probably were 
afflicted with ordinary respiratory diseases like the common cold. 


Now, as they look back on the episode, epidemiologists and infectious disease specialists say the 
problem was that they placed too much faith in a quick and highly sensitive molecular test that led 
them astray. 

Infectious disease experts say such tests are coming into increasing use and may be the only way to 
get a quick answer in diagnosing diseases like whooping cough, Legionnaire’s, bird flu, tuberculosis 
and SARS, and deciding whether an epidemic is under way. 


There are no national data on pseudo-epidemics caused by an overreliance on such molecular 
tests, said Dr. Trish M. Perl, an epidemiologist at Johns Hopkins and past president of the Society 
of Health Care Epidemiologists of America. But, she said, pseudo-epidemics happen all the time. 
The Dartmouth case may have been one the largest, but it was by no means an exception, she said. 


There was a similar whooping cough scare at Children’s Hospital in Boston last fall that involved 
36 adults and 2 children. Definitive tests, though, did not find pertussis. 

“It's a problem; we know it’s a problem," Dr. Perl said. “My guess is that what happened at 
Dartmouth is going to become more common.” 
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Many of the new molecular tests are quick but technically demanding, and each laboratory may 
do them in its own way. These tests, called “home brews,” are not commercially available, and there 
are no good estimates of their error rates. But their very sensitivity makes false positives likely, and 
when hundreds or thousands of people are tested, as occurred at Dartmouth, false positives can make 
1t seem like there is an epidemic. 

“Y ou re in a little bit of no man’s land,” with the new molecular tests, said Dr. Mark Perkins, an 
infectious disease specialist and chief scientific officer at the Foundation for Innovative New 
Diagnostics, a nonprofit foundation supported by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. “All bets 
are off on exact performance.” 


Of course, that leads to the question of why rely on them at all. “At face value, obviously they 
shouldn’t be doing it,” Dr. Perl said. But, she said, often when answers are needed and an organism 
like the pertussis bacterium is finicky and hard to grow in a laboratory, “you don’t have great options.” 


Waiting to see if the bacteria grow can take weeks, but the quick molecular test can be wrong. 
“It’s almost like you're trying to pick Ше least of two evils,” Dr. Perl said. 


At Dartmouth the decision was to use a test, P.C.R., for polymerase chain reaction. It is a molecular 
test that, until recently, was confined to molecular biology laboratories. 


“That’s kind of what’s happening,” said Dr. Kathryn Edwards, an infectious disease specialist 
and professor of pediatrics at Vanderbilt University. “That’s the reality out there. We are trying to 
figure out how to use methods that have been the purview of bench scientists.” 


The Dartmouth whooping cough story shows what can ensue. 


To say the episode was disruptive was an understatement, said Dr. Elizabeth Talbot, deputy state 
epidemiologist for the New Hampshire Department of Health and Human Services. 

“You cannot imagine,” Dr. Talbot said. “I had a feeling at the time that this gave us a shadow of 
a hint of what it might be like during a pandemic flu epidemic.” 


Yet, epidemiologists say, one of the most troubling aspects of the pseudo-epidemic is that all the 
decisions seemed so sensible at the time. 

Dr. Katrina Kretsinger, a medical epidemiologist at the federal Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, who worked on the case along with her colleague Dr. Manisha Patel, does not fault the 
Dartmouth doctors. 

“The issue was not that they overreacted or did anything inappropriate at all,” Dr. Kretsinger said. 
Instead, it is that there is often is no way to decide early on whether an epidemic is under way. 


Before the 1940s when a pertussis vaccine for children was introduced, whooping cough was a 
leading cause of death in young children. The vaccine led to an 80 percent drop in the disease’s 
incidence, but did not completely eliminate it. That is because the vaccine’s effectiveness wanes 
after about a decade, and although there is now a new vaccine for adolescents and adults, it is only 
starting to come into use. Whooping cough, Dr. Kretsinger said, is still a concern. 


The disease got its name from its most salient feature: Patients may cough and cough and cough 
until they have to gasp for breath, making a sound like a whoop. The coughing can last so long that 
one of the common names for whooping cough was the 100-day cough, Dr. Talbot said. 

But neither coughing long and hard nor even whooping is unique to pertussis infections, and 
many people with whooping cough have symptoms that like those of common cold: a runny nose or 
an ordinary cough. 


“Almost everything about the clinical presentation of pertussis, especially early pertussis, is not 
very specific,” Dr. Kirkland said. 

That was the first problem in deciding whether there was an epidemic at Dartmouth. 

The second was with P.C.R., the quick test to diagnose the disease, Dr. Kretsinger said. 

With pertussis, she said, “there are probably 100 different P.C.R. protocols and methods being 
used throughout the country,” and it is unclear how often any of them are accurate. “We have had a 
number of outbreaks where we believe that despite the presence of P.C.R.-positive results, the disease 
was not pertussis,” Dr. Kretsinger added. 
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At Dartmouth, when the first suspect pertussis cases emerged and the P.C.R. test showed pertussis, 
doctors believed it. The results seem completely consistent with the patients” symptoms. 


“That's how the whole thing got started,” Dr. Kirkland said. Then the doctors decided to test 
people who did not have severe coughing. 


“Because we had cases we thought were pertussis and because we had vulnerable patients at the 
hospital, we lowered our threshold,” she said. Anyone who had a cough got a Р.С.К. test, and so did 
anyone with a runny nose who worked with high-risk patients like infants. 


“That's how we ended up with 134 suspect cases,” Dr. Kirkland said. And that, she added, was 
why 1,445 health care workers ended up taking antibiotics and 4,524 health care workers at the 
hospital, or 72 percent of all the health care workers there, were immunized against whooping cough 
in a matter of days. 


“If we had stopped there, I think we all would have agreed that we had had an outbreak of pertussis 
and that we had controlled и,” Dr. Kirkland said. 


But epidemiologists at the hospital and working for the States of New Hampshire and Vermont 
decided to take extra steps to confirm that what they were seeing really was pertussis. 


The Dartmouth doctors sent samples from 27 patients they thought had pertussis to the state health 
departments and the Centers for Disease Control. There, scientists tried to grow the bacteria, a process 
that can take weeks. Finally, they had their answer: There was no pertussis in any of the samples. 


“We thought, Well, that’s odd,” Dr. Kirkland said. “Maybe it’s the timing of Ше culturing, maybe 
it’s a transport problem. Why don’t we try serological testing? Certainly, after a pertussis infection, 
a person should develop antibodies to the bacteria.” 


They could only get suitable blood samples from 39 patients — the others had gotten the vaccine 
which itself elicits pertussis antibodies. But when the Centers for Disease Control tested those 39 
samples, its scientists reported that only one showed increases in antibody levels indicative of pertussis. 


The disease center did additional tests too, including molecular tests to look for features of the 
pertussis bacteria. Its scientists also did additional P.C.R. tests on samples from 116 of the 134 people 
who were thought to have whooping cough. Only one P.C.R. was positive, but other tests did not show 
that that person was infected with pertussis bacteria. The disease center also interviewed patients in 
depth to see what their symptoms were and how they evolved. 


“It was going on for months,” Dr. Kirkland said. But in the end, the conclusion was clear: There 
was no pertussis epidemic. 

We were all somewhat surprised,” Dr. Kirkland said, “and we were left in a very frustrating 
situation about what to do when the next outbreak comes.” 


Dr. Cathy A. Petti, an infectious disease specialist at the University of Utah, said the story had 
one clear lesson. 

“The big message is that every lab is vulnerable to having false positives,” Dr. Petti said. “No 
single test result is absolute and that is even more important with a test result based on P.C.R.” 


As for Dr. Herndon, though, she now knows she 15 off the hook. 
“I thought I might have caused the epidemic,” she said. 
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Richard T. Moore 


An Act Relative to Pandemic and Disaster Preparation 
and Response in The Commonwealth. 


SENATE, No. 2028, Senate, 6 April 2008 
https://web.archive.org/web/20090902062420/http://www.mass.gov/legis/bills/senate/186/st02/st02028.htm 
https://web.archive.org/web/20090903 180650/http://www.mass.gov/legis/bills/senate/186/st02pdf/st02028.pdf 


The committee on Healthcare Financing, to whom was referred the petition (accompanied by 
petitions, Senate, No. 18 and House, No. 108), relative to pandemic preparation and response in the 
Commonwealth, reported, recommending that the same ought to pass, with an amendment substituting 
a new draft of the same title (Senate, No. 2028). 


The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 


IN THE YEAR OF TWO THOUSAND AND NINE 


AN ACT RELATIVE TO PANDEMIC AND DISASTER PREPARATION AND RESPONSE IN THE 
COMMONWEALTH. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, 
And by the authority of the same, as follows: 


SECTION 1. Chapter 17 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out 
section 2A, as appearing in the 2006 Official Edition, and inserting in place thereof the 
following section:- 

Section 2A. (a) Upon declaration by the governor that an emergency exists which is detrimental 
to the public health or upon declaration of a state of emergency under chapter 639 of the acts of 
1950, as amended, the commissioner may, during such period of emergency, take such action 


and incur such liabilities as he or she may consider necessary to assure the maintenance of 


public health and the prevention of disease. The commissioner may establish procedures to be 


followed during such emergency to ensure the continuation of essential public health services 


and the enforcement of the same. 
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U.S. Department of Commerce 


Otfried Kistner, Christa Tauer, Noel Barrett, Wolfgang Mundt 
Method for Producing Viral Vaccines: US20090060950A1 


US Patent, Application on 28 August 2008; Publication on 5 March 2009 


https://patents.google.com/patent/US20090060950A 1/en 


ТТТ 
08 20090060950А 1 
19) United States 


a2 Patent Application Publication о Pub. No.: US 2009/0060950 A1 
Kistner et al. (43) Pub. Date: Mar. 5, 2009 


METHOD FOR PRODUCING VIRAL Related U.S. Application Data 


VACCIN 
EINES (60) Provisional application No. 60/966,724, filed on Aug. 
(75) Inventors: Otfried Kistner, Vienna (AT); 28, 2007. 
Christa Tauer, Vienna (AT); Noel Publication Classification 
Barrett, Klosterneuburg/Weidling 
(AT); Wolfgang Mundt, Vienna (51) Int. Cl. 
(AT) AGIK 39/145 (2006.01) 
АФК 39/12 (2006.01) 
Correspondence Address: 461Р 31/16 (2006.01) 
BAXTER HEALTHCARE CORPORATION (52) US. Cl. „nme 424/209.1; 424/204.1 
ONE BAXTER PARKWAY, DF2-2E (57) ABSTRACT 


DEERFIELD, IL 60015 (US) 
The present invention provides a method for the manufacture 


(73) Assignees: BAXTER INTERNATIONAL of a preparation comprising virus antigens comprising a) 
INC., Deerfield, IL (US): BAXTER inoculation of cells with infectious virus in a fluid, 
HEALTHCARE, Wallisellen (CH) b) propagation of said virus in said cells, 
c) collecting said propagated virus, 
(21) Appl. No.: 12/199,977 d) inactivating said collected virus, and 
€) treating said inactivated virus with a detergent, resulting 
(22) Filed: Aug. 28, 2008 in a preparation comprising viral antigens. 


CARRIER SLEVE TANK 
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SEPARATOR 


CONTINUOUS SEPARATION 
(REMOVAL OF CELL DEBRIS) 


HARVEST TANK 
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govtrack 


H.R. 645 (111th): 
National Emergency Centers Establishment Act 


GovTrack, 22 January 2009 
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/111/hr645/text 
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/BILLS-111hr645ih/pdf/BILLS-1 1 1 hr645ih.pdf 


111тн CONGRESS 
sS" Н.В. 645 


To direct the Secretary of Homeland Security to establish national emergency 
centers on military installations. 


IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


JANUARY 22, 2009 


Mr. HasTINGS of Florida introduced the following bill; which was referred to 
the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, and in addition to 
the Committee on Armed Services, for a period to be subsequently deter- 
mined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions 
as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned 


A BILL 


To direct the Secretary of Homeland Security to establish 


national emergency centers on military installations. 


E 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives о the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the “National Emergency 
Centers Establishment Act”. 

SEC. 2. ESTABLISHMENT OF NATIONAL EMERGENCY CEN- 
TERS. 


(a) IN GENERAL.— In accordance with the require- 


VO 00 чи un 


ments of this Act, the Secretary of Homeland Security 
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UNITED STATES 


PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE = 


Peter Palese, Adolfo Garcia-Sastre, Richard J. Webby, 
Juergen A. Richt, Robert G. Webster, Kelly M. Lager 


Genetically Engineered Swine Influenza Virus and Uses Thereof 


US Patent, 8 January 2009 [Application Filed on June 1, 2005]. 


US 20090010962A1 


(10) Pub. No.: US 2009/0010962 А1 
(43) Pub. Date: Jan. 8, 2009 


as) United States 
a2) Patent Application Publication 


Palese et al. 


(54) GENETICALLY ENGINEERED SWINE (86) PCT No.: PCT/US2005/019382 
INFLUENZA VIRUS AND USES THEREOF 
$371 (с)(1), 
(75) Inventors: Peter Palese, Leonia, NJ (US); (2), (4) Date: Feb. 6, 2008 
Adolfo Garcia-Sastre, New York, Е Ч ší е 
NY (US); Richard J. Webby, Related U.S. Application Data 
Memphis, TN (US); Juergen A. (60) Provisional application No. 60/576,418, filed on Jun. 
Richt, Ames, ТА (US); Robert С. 1, 2004. 
en E m- Publication Classification 
(51) Int. Cl. 
Correspondence Address: CON 7/00 (2006.01) 
JONES DAY CI2N 5/10 (2006.01) 
222 EAST 41ST ST АФК 39/145 (2006.01) 
NEW YORK, NY 10017 (US) A61P 31/12 (2006.01) 
С12М 7/04 (2006.01) 
(73) Assignees: MOUNT SINAI SCHOOL OF (52) US.CL es 424/199.1: 435/236; 424/209.1: 
MEDICINE OF NEW YORK 435/325 
UNIVERSITY, New York, NY RA 
(US); ST. JUDE CHILDREN’S (57) ABSTRACT 
RESEARCH HOSPITAL, The present invention relates, in general, to attenuated swine 
Memphis, TN (US); THE UNITED influenza viruses having an impaired ability to antagonize the 
STATED OF AMERICA AS cellular interferon (IFN) response, and the use of such attenu- 
REPRESENTED BY THE ated viruses in vaccine and pharmaceutical formulations. In 
SECRETARY OF particular, the invention relates to attenuated swine influenza 
AGRICULTURE, Washington, DC viruses having modifications to a swine NS1 gene that dimin- 
(US) ish or eliminate the ability of the NS1 gene product to antago- 
nize the cellular IFN response. These viruses replicate in vivo, 
(21) Appl. No.: 11/628,292 but demonstrate decreased replication, virulence and 
increased attenuation, and therefore are well suited for use in 
(22) PCT Filed: Jun. 1, 2005 live virus vaccines, and pharmaceutical formulations. 
Abstract 


The present invention relates, in general, to attenuated swine influenza viruses having an impaired 
ability to antagonize the cellular interferon (IFN) response, and the use of such attenuated viruses in 
vaccine and pharmaceutical formulations. 

In particular, the invention relates to attenuated swine influenza viruses having modifications to a 
swine NS1 gene that diminish or eliminate the ability of the NS1 gene product to antagonize the cellular 
IFN response. These viruses replicate in vivo, but demonstrate decreased replication, virulence and 
increased attenuation, and therefore are well suited for use in live virus vaccines, and pharmaceutical 
formulations. 


38 


1. Introduction: Some events before 2009 


RN 
; necios INFOWARS.COM BECAUSE THERE IS А WAR ON FOR YOUR MIND 


Paul Joseph Watson 
New Legislation Authorizes FEMA Camps In U.S. 
Info Wars // Prison Planet, 27 January 2009 


https://web.archive.org/web/2009020208 13 15/http://www.infowars.com/new-legislation-authorizes-fema-camps-in-us/ 


A new bill introduced in Congress authorizes the Department of Homeland Security to set up a 
network of FEMA camp facilities to be used to house U.S. citizens in the event of a national emergency. 


The National Emergency Centers Act or HR 645 mandates the establishment of “national emergency 
centers” to be located on military installations for the purpose of to providing “temporary housing, 
medical, and humanitarian assistance to individuals and families dislocated due to an emergency or 
major disaster,” according to the bill. 


The legislation also states that the camps will be used to “provide centralized locations to improve 
the coordination of preparedness, response, and recovery efforts of government, private, and not- 
for-profit entities and faith-based organizations”. 


Ominously, the bill also states that the camps can be used to “meet other appropriate needs, as 
determined by the Secretary of Homeland Security,” an open ended mandate which many fear could 
mean the forced detention of American citizens in the event of widespread rioting after a national 
emergency or total economic collapse. 


Many credible forecasters have predicted riots and rebellions in America that will dwarf those 
already witnessed in countries like Iceland and Greece. 
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With active duty military personnel already being stationed inside the U.S. under Northcom, 
partly for purposes of “crowd control,” fears that Americans could be incarcerated in detainment 
camps are all too real. 

The bill mandates that six separate facilities be established in different Federal Emergency 
Management Agency Regions (FEMA) throughout the country. 


The camps will double up as “command and control” centers that will also house a “24/7 operations 
watch center” as well as training facilities for Federal, State, and local first responders. 


The bill also contains language that will authorize camps to be established within closed or already 
operating military bases around the country. 


As we have previously highlighted, in early 2006 Halliburton subsidiary Kellogg, Brown and Root 
was awarded a $385 million dollar contract by Homeland Security to construct detention and processing 
facilities in the event of a national emergency. 


The language of the preamble to the agreement veils the program with talk of temporary migrant 
holding centers, but it is made clear that the camps would also be used “as the development of a 
plan to react to a national emergency.” 


As far back as 2002, FEMA sought bids from major real estate and engineering firms to construct 
giant internment facilities in the case of a chemical, biological or nuclear attack or a natural disaster. 


A much discussed and circulated report, the Pentagon”s Civilian Inmate Labor Program, was 
more recently updated and the revision details a “template for developing agreements” between the 
Army and corrections facilities for the use of civilian inmate labor on Army installations.” 


Alex Jones has attended numerous military urban warfare training drills across the US where role 
players were used to simulate arresting American citizens and taking them to internment camps. 


Read the new legislation in full below. ... 


National Emergency Centers Establishment Act (Introduced in House) 

HR 645 IH 

П ИВ CONGRESS 

Ist Session 

Н. R. 645 

To direct the Secretary of Homeland Security to establish national emergency centers on military 
installations. 


In The House Of Representatives 


January 22, 2009 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure, and in addition to the Committee on Armed Services, for a period 
to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions as 
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned 
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REUTERS 


Influenza may trigger Guillain-Barre syndrome 


Reuters, 28/29 January 2009, 3:33 AM 


New York (Reuters Health) - Influenza infection can occasionally precipitate the occurrence of 
Guillain-Barre syndrome, French researchers report in the journal Clinical Infectious Diseases. 


Guillain-Barre syndrome is an inflammatory disease affecting the peripheral nerves, with symptoms 
of weakness, numbness or tingling in the arms and legs. Loss of movement and feeling in the arms, 
legs, upper body, and face may also occur. 


The condition “is usually triggered by infectious disease or vaccine,” senior investigator Dr. Elyanne 
Gault told Reuters Health. “To date, influenza was associated with Guillain-Barre syndrome 
through vaccination, based on the report of a high number of Guillain-Barre syndrome cases during 
a mass vaccination campaign against swine influenza in the US.” 


The current study reports “virological evidence that influenza infection is a trigger for Guillain- 
Barre syndrome, with a frequency related to the level of influenza epidemics,” she explained. 


Gault of Hopital Ambroise Pare, Boulogne-Billancourt, and colleagues studied data on 406 
Guillain-Barre syndrome patients. The causative agent was unidentified in 234 patients. 


The researchers investigated the monthly incidence of Guillain-Barre syndrome cases and the 
incidence of influenza-like illnesses, and also analyzed anti-influenza antibodies. 


In all, 73 Guillain-Barre syndrome cases were positively link to influenza. Nearly 14 percent had 
serological evidence of recent influenza A infection and 5.5 percent had evidence of influenza B 
infection. Eight of the 10 influenza A cases occurred during a major influenza season and antibodies 
specific to the current epidemic strain were seen in 9 of these patients. 


Gault concluded, “Although the occurrence is rare, it is by far more frequent than that following 
influenza vaccine...The benefit of large-scale influenza vaccination should also be considered as a 
means to protect against Guillain-Barre syndrome.” 


Reuters 
https://www.reuters.com > article » us-guillain-barre 


Influenza may trigger Guillain-Barre syndrome 


28 Jan 2009 — Influenza infection can occasionally precipitate the occurrence of Guillain- 


Barre syndrome, French researchers report in the journal ... 
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gov track 


H.R. 996 (111th): 
To Temporarily Exempt Certain Public and Private Development Projects from any 
requirement for a review, statement, or analysis under the National Environmental Policy Act 
of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et зед.), and for other purposes 


GovTrack, 11 February 2009 
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/1 1 1/hr996/text 
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/BILLS-111hr996ih/pdf/BILLS-1 1 1 hr996ih.pdf 


111тн CONGRESS 
su H.R.996 


To temporarily exempt certain publie and private development projects from 
any requirement for a review, statement, or analysis under the National 
Environmental Poliey Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), and for 
other purposes. 


IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


FEBRUARY 11, 2009 


Mr. NUNES (for himself and Mr. MCCARTHY of California) introduced the fol- 
lowing bill which was referred to the Committee on Natural Resources, 
and in addition to the Committee on the Judiciary, for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration 
of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee con- 
cerned 


A BILL 


To temporarily exempt certain publie and private develop- 
ment projects from any requirement for a review, state- 
ment, or analysis under the National Environmental Pol- 
icy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), and for other 
purposes. 


1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
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Authoritative New Study Reveals Global Pandemic Influenza Vaccine Capacity 


IFPMA, 24 February 2009 


Geneva « Chicago. — Vaccine manufacturers have substantially increased their capacity to 
produce pandemic influenza vaccines during the past two years, according to a new study by Oliver 
Wyman, an international strategy consulting firm. Importantly, this study arrived at capacity 
estimate numbers that the global health community agrees upon, after considerable prior debate. 


Conducted in collaboration with the World Health Organization (WHO) and The International 
Federation of Pharmaceutical Manufacturers & Associations (IFPMA)1, the new study finds that 
while capacity is increasing, it would not be sufficient to meet the global need for emergency 
production of pandemic influenza vaccines at the time of a pandemic. However, the study notes that 
current and future surplus capacity could support the production of billions of doses of H5NI 
influenza vaccine prior to a pandemic for stockpiling efforts and other utilization. 


“We found that considerable progress has been made to enhance the production capacity of 
pandemic influenza vaccine,” said Adam Sabow, partner at Oliver Wyman who led the study. 
“While capacity still falls short of global need during a pandemic, the surplus capacity during the 
inter-pandemic period creates opportunities for preparedness efforts. For example, we are working 
with the WHO to design a global H5N1 vaccine stockpile. If demand does not exist to utilize this 
excess capacity, however, manufacturers are likely to rationalize some of it, creating further 
shortages at the time ofa pandemic.” 


IFPMA Director General Alicia D. Greenidge said, “This study advances our understanding of 
the world”s ability to address pandemic influenza, and demonstrates the progress made by our 
member companies in developing new vaccine technologies and expanding production facilities. 
Our member companies are committed to working with the WHO and countries to ensure that we 
make the best use of the surplus capacity to prepare for a pandemic. The findings suggest that the 
early use of stockpiled H3N1-based vaccines, followed by pandemic vaccines as soon as these 
become available, offers a realistic strategy to address this significant threat.” 


The new Oliver Wyman study provides a number of further insights: 


- Pandemic influenza vaccine production capacity has increased by 300 percent over the last two 
years, largely driven by improvements in production yields and dosage-sparing technologies. 


- With current technology, doses of vaccine tailored to the actual pandemic influenza strain will not 
be available until four months after identification of that strain by the WHO due to the technical lead 
time required to adapt the strain for vaccine production, manufacture vaccine, and distribute product. 


- In the base (most likely) case2, manufacturers could produce 2.5 billion doses of pandemic 
vaccine in the 12 months following receipt of the production strain, requiring 4 years to satisfy 
global demand. In the best case, 7.7 billion doses could be produced in the first 12 months, requiring 1 
Y, years to satisfy global demand. 
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- This capacity 15 expected to rise to 5 - 14.5 billion doses over the next five years. The resulting 
time to meet global demand would be reduced to between 212 years (in the base case) and 1 year (in 
the best case). 


- Surplus capacity (above current seasonal influenza and stockpile demand) currently exists to 
produce 2.5 billion annual doses of H5N1 vaccine prior to a pandemic. This surplus capacity is 
expected to rise to between 2.6 and 5.4 billion doses per year over the next 5 years. 


Oliver Wyman initiated this study in 2008 in cooperation with the WHO and the IFPMA, with 
funding from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. 


1 Oliver Wyman also consulted with 11 other current or potential influenza vaccine manufacturers in 
developing countries which are not members of the IFPMA. 


2 The “base” and “best” cases are based on different assumptions relating to a number of factors, 
including the level of demand for seasonal influenza and H5N1 vaccine in Ше inter-pandemic 
period, the yields that can be attained, the level of antigen-sparing achievable and the degree of 
rationalization of traditional egg-based vaccine production capacity as new cell-based capacity 
comes on line. In both cases, effective coverage is calculated based on 2 doses per person, for a 
global population of 6.7 billion. 


About Ше ЕРМА 

The International Federation of Pharmaceutical Manufacturers & Associations is the global non- 
profit NGO representing the research-based pharmaceutical, biotech and vaccine sectors. Its members 
comprise leading international companies and national and regional industry associations covering 
developed and developing countries. 
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Ehe New ork Times 


Robert Mackey 
Lessons From the Non-Pandemic of 1976 


The New York Times, 30 April 2009, 1:29 


CDC Public Health Image Library During a national immunization campaign in 1976, millions 
of Americans were given shots of a vaccine against a strain of swine flu. 


As news and concern about the swine flu spreads around the world, governments and public 
health officials are walking a fine line: They try to alert people to the dangers of the illness without 
stoking people’s fears. As a post on our politics and government blog, The Caucus, noted this 
morning, remarks by Vice President Joe Biden illustrated that politicians are often not very good at 
walking such fine lines. 


As if to prove that Democrats have no lock on spreading confusion about the swine flu, or on 
cases of foot-in-mouth disease, here is a short burst of Rep. Michele Bachmann, Republican of 
Minnesota, who said, incorrectly, during a recent interview on the conservative Web site Pajamas 
TV that the outbreak of swine flu in 1976, which killed one person at Fort Dix, N.J., took place 
“under another Democrat [sic] President, Jimmy Carter — and I’m not blaming this on President 
Obama, I just think it’s an interesting coincidence.” 


While Mr. Carter was of course elected in 1976, Ms. Bachmann seemed not to know just when the 
swine flu outbreak took place, or to remember that President Gerald Ford, a Republican, was still in 
office every day of that year, when the government developed a vaccine and tried to immunize every 
American to head off a pandemic: 


So what did happen in 1976, and what lessons might we now take from that effort to prevent a 
swine flu outbreak from spreading worldwide? 

The main thing that many people who are following the current swine flu outbreak on the Web 
seem to know about 1976 is that the government produced two public-service announcements meant 
to scare people into getting the vaccine, and that they now look equal parts ominous and funny: 

As experts now consider whether to produce a vaccine against this new strain of swine flu, it is 
worth looking back at the controversy that surrounded the mass immunization campaign in 1976. 

In an article about flu pandemics and non-pandemics for The New York Times Magazine in 
1992, Robin Marantz Henig recalled: 


Influenza experts thought they saw big-league trouble coming in February 1976, when a few cases 
of severe swine flu broke out among young military recruits in Fort Dix, N.J. One of them, Pvt. 
David Lewis, 19, died. Of 19 patients whose specimens were sent to the Centers for Disease Control 
for virus typing, Lewis and four others were shown to be infected with the same HINI influenza 
virus as was responsible for the 1918 pandemic. This got many public-health officials into gear, hoping 
to use modern technology, namely vaccination, to head off a disaster of the magnitude of 1918. 


The large-scale effort to manufacture and distribute enough vaccine for everyone in the country 
showed that millions of doses of high-quality vaccine could be made in a matter of three or four 
months. But the swine-flu pandemic never materialized. In retrospect, some critics now say 40 
million Americans were vaccinated for nothing. 
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As Andrew Pollack reported in The New York Times a few years ago, the Ford administration’s 
aggressive approach in 1976 may have wound up doing more harm than good: 

That is the year President Gerald R. Ford announced a crash program to "inoculate every man, 
woman and child in the United States” against swine flu. But the virus never became a killer, and 
vaccinations were halted two months after they began after reports that 500 people who received the 
shot developed a paralyzing nerve disease and more than 30 of them died. 


In an article in The Los Angeles Times last Saturday, “Swine flu ‘debacle’ of 1976 is recalled,” 
Shari Roan explained that “the federal government paid millions in damages to people or their families” 
who contracted the nerve disease, Guillain-Barre syndrome, after getting the vaccine that year. 


Still, some influenza experts defended the aggressive approach of 1976. For her 1992 article, Ms. 
Henig talked to Dr. Edwin D. Kilbourne, “an early and consistent advocate of mass immunization in 
1976,” who had the vaccine virus produced in his lab at Mount Sinai Medical School in New York 
City. Dr. Kilbourne argued that the government had acted rationally at the time, since the aim was 
to avoid death on the scale of the 1918 pandemic. “Better a vaccine without an epidemic,” Dr. 
Kilbourne said, “than an epidemic without a vaccine.” 


Dr. Richard P. Wenzel, the chairman of internal medicine at Virginia Commonwealth University, 
who also advocated vaccination in 1976, still says “it was a great effort.” Dr. Wenzel told The Los 
Angeles Times on Saturday that while the immunization program “had unexpected, unfortunate side 
effects,” he hoped that “there will be a lot of good, honest public health discussion about what 
happened in 1976.” 


As Dr. Pascal J. Imperato, dean of the school of public health at the State University of New 
York Downstate Medical Center, who was the chairman of the New York City Swine Flu Task 
Force in 1976, told Donald McNeil of The New York Times on Wednesday that the new strain that 
emerged that year was identified quickly enough to make containment a viable strategy. All 230 
infected soldiers at Fort Dix, N.J., were kept on the base, Dr. Imperato said. “They had no external 
contacts. One died, the rest had mild infection.” 


With reports from Peru and Switzerland on Thursday, there are now at least 13 countries that 
have confirmed cases of the new strain of HINI swine flu. But as Ms. Henig wrote in 1992, one of 
the lessons that experts like Dr. Kilbourne took from the experience of 1976 was that some new 
strains of flu may not be virulent enough to merit mass immunization, but that it was still a good 
idea to get vaccine ready, just in case: 


In hindsight, those involved in the decision-making realize that major variants of influenza virus 
in a few individuals do not necessarily signal the start of a new pandemic. Some variants prove easily 
transmitted; most, like the Fort Dix strain, will die out after a few passages through human hosts. 
“Early detection of a new virus therefore may not be adequate evidence on which to undertake mass 
immunization," Kilbourne wrote in a 1979 article called “Swine Flu: The Virus That Vanished.” 
“But it is, I believe, a signal at least to produce vaccine to hold in readiness." 


Last Saturday, the Science magazine blog Science Insider interviewed Dr. Kilbourne, now 88 
and retired, and asked him how he thought the lessons of 1976 might be applied to today's crisis. 
Dr. Kilbourne defended the immunization campaign, arguing that the cases of Guillain-Barré 
syndrome may not have been caused by the vaccine, and said that a vaccine should be made as soon 
as possible this year, even if it will then be held in reserve until the new strain is known to be 
virulent: 


The only thing I would have done differently in 1976, retrospectively, is to make the vaccine, 
promote the vaccine, but not give the vaccine until the last moment — but the problem with that 15 
that you may be too late. By all means, find the prevalent strain, make a vaccine that can be used, 
and grow it in eggs, and then go with it. [But] I think it's premature to do it [vaccinate] now. 
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(ENSE.COM 


A. True Ott 
'Immuno-Sterilization' in Humans: A 2009 Vaccination Odyssey 


Jeff Rense, 25 September 2009 


According to the Los Angeles Sunday Times newspaper dated May 24, 2009, a meeting of some 
of the world's richest billionaires took place in Manhattan on Мау 5, 2009. (See addendum #1). 
These "elite" reached a uniform consensus during this meeting - that OVERPOPULATION is the 
single greatest threat facing Planet Earth. 


Mr. George Soros, international banker and agent of the Rothschild family, was also in attendance, 
and actually led much of the discussion, it was reported. For a biography and curriculum vitae of this 
warped individual and his vision for mass sterilization/depopulation of the planet, see Addendum #2. 


The elite's agenda of mass depopulation is no longer covert. It is no longer the realm of "National 
Secret Memorandums" (see NSSM-200 authored by Henry Kissinger and Zbignew Brezinsky back 
in 1974) It is today public knowledge. It is indeed their top "agenda" item for immediate implemen- 
tation this year - 2009. 


I would submit that these billionaires are men and women of action. When they come to а joint 
consensus, a detailed plan is quickly and decisively put into action - especially 1f they perceive that 
their "рап" 15 literally going to "save the planet". There should be little doubt that they would have 
a brilliant plan of action that they are most definitely implementing as you are reading this. These 
individuals did not get to be billionaires by being stupid, or by merely discussing ideas and concepts 
over dinner. They, of course, would also know how to keep their depopulation activities camouflaged 
and hidden from public scrutiny. After all, they reason that only THEY know what is best for the planet. 


Let's look at the elite's depopulation plan from a standpoint of logic and common sense. Of course 
they realize that only a very small fraction of the world's population (especially in the Western 1st 
World nations) would eagerly and willingly step forward and volunteer that their lineage and 
bloodlines would be severed by means of a permanent sterilization "vaccination". It is obvious, 
therefore, that such a "sterilization vaccine" would need to be disguised as something else, a truly 
global false-flag program fueled by their controlled media propaganda and fear-mongering. I would 
submit that a worldwide faux "influenza pandemic" would be an absolutely perfect cover. 


Prior to the year 1998, the available depopulation tools that could be utilized by such "global elitists" 
were fairly limited; diseases, famine, wars and even natural disasters could each be developed and 
actually implemented by a designed plan. These depopulation tools are rather messy, however, and 
often hard to completely control. However, thanks to the work of Dr. Richard A. Fayrer -Hosken at 
the University of Georgia, a new and completely effective depopulation tool is now available - indeed, a 
simple little VACCINE SHOT can today cause permanent sterility. (See Addendum 3 attached for 
the international patent of this "immunosterilization уассше".) 


Fayrer-Hosken's invention has been successfully tested and found to be effective on all mammals, 
including the African elephant, although the potential long-term side effects are still being compiled. 
What exactly is the active ingredients of this sterilization vaccine? Primarily the sterilization vaccine 
contains antigens from PORCINE (pig) glyco-proteins (viruses are a form of glyco-proteins) bonded 
with a powerful oil-in-water "adjuvant" called squalene. (See addendum 3). 
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Is it just a coincidence that Novartis' master patent for the "swine flu" vaccine utilizes swine 
(porcine) glycol-proteins bonded with a powerful oil-in-water "adjuvant" called squalene? 


ин 


Is it just a coincidence that Novartis' "swine Пи" vaccine product information circular, section 
8.1, includes this warning paragraph: "Animal reproduction studies have not been conducted with 
this — [vaccine]. It is also not known whether the vaccine can cause fetal harm when administered to 
a pregnant woman, or can Affect Reproduction Capacity.” (Emphasis added.) 


It would also seem highly logical that a sterilization vaccine disguised as a pandemic influenza 
vaccine would require a complete blanket shield against liability lawsuits and litigation as well - for 
such claims would undoubtedly number in the hundreds of millions. (Oops, sorry the vaccine made 
you sterile Mrs. Jones - we had absolutely no idea, you see!) Of course, such blanket immunity from 
lawsuits is exactly what has been given to Ше "swine flu" vaccine manufacturers and promoters by 
our corrupt federal government. 


It is clear that the "swine flu" pandemic is no more serious than the common cold - but it is also 
increasingly clear that the VACCINE is the real danger. If the squalene adjuvant cripples and even 
kills the victim in addition to making him/her permanently stable, then I am confident that is perfectly 
ok with George Soros and his breed. Make no mistake, however, the entire agenda behind this 
pandemic vaccine hype is very likely the covert "immunosterilization" of the human herd! 


- True Ott, PhD, ND 


Addendum #1 

John Harlow 

Billionaire Club Meets to Curb Population Growth. The Sunday Times, Los Angeles, 24 May 
2009, 1:05 a.m. 


America's richest people meet to discuss ways of tackling a 'disastrous' environmental, social and 
industrial threat 

Some of America's leading billionaires have met secretly to consider how their wealth could be 
used to slow the growth of the world's population and speed up improvements in health and education. 

The philanthropists who attended a summit convened on the initiative of Bill Gates, the Microsoft 
co-founder, discussed joining forces to overcome political and religious obstacles to change. 


Described as the Good Club by one insider it included: 

http://www. bibliotecapleyades.net/esp_sociopol_rockefeller.htm 

David Rockefeller Jr, the patriarch of America's wealthiest dynasty 

Warren Buffett and http://www.bibliotecapleyades.net/esp_sociopol_rothschild.htm 
"George_Soros_and_The_Rothschild"George Soros, the financiers 

Michael Bloomberg, the mayor of New York 
http://www.bibliotecapleyades.net/esp_sociopol_mediacontrol.htm 

media moguls Ted Turner and Oprah Winfrey 


These members, along with Gates, have given away more than £45 billion since 1996 to causes 
ranging from health programs in developing countries to ghetto schools nearer to home. 


They gathered at the home of Sir Paul Nurse, a British Nobel prize biochemist and president of 


the private Rockefeller University, in Manhattan on May 5. The informal afternoon session was so 
discreet that some of the billionaires' aides were told they were at "security briefings”. 
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Universal treatment of acute infectious diseases 


Mikhail Teppone 


The phase dynamics of the COVID-19 pandemic: 
a systematic analysis of 213 Countries and Territories 


Probl Soc Gig Zdrav Istor Med, July 2022; 30 (3): 347-355 


1.2. Infectious disease is a battle between the human body's defense and viruses or bacteria 


History of the battle against viruses and bacteria dates back at least several thousand years. 
Ancient physicians already knew about external pathogens which could cause acute febrile diseases. 
They also knew that an evolution of any clinical case depended on the health status of the patient 
before the onset of the disease, so they talked about «body defense». At the beginning of modern 
microbiology, the importance of body resistance was confirmed by a Prof. Max von Pettenkofer, 
who swallowed the entire contents of a tube filled with germs of cholera, but nothing happened to 
him. So, he claimed: «The important thing is the disposition of the individual!».! 


Despite a variety of external pathogens, the human body has a limited number of defense 
mechanisms, which is accompanied by a few clinical syndromes, consisting of common symptoms, 
such as fatigue, chills or hot feeling, headache, cough, shortness of breath, nausea, vomiting, 
diarrhea, skin rashes or discoloration of the skin, etc. 


In ancient times the mechanism of the onset of fever was differentiated into two main groups 
(hot £ cold) based on the presence of thirst, sweating, chills, or feelings of heat; and the choice of 
individual treatment was determined by the type of fever. According to the modern view on fever, 
which commonly accompanies infectious diseases, one can define only two mechanisms leading to 
an increase in temperature: one is an increase in heat production (a cold type) and the other, a 
decrease in heat transfer (a hot type), or their combination.? Thus ancient and modern explanations 
of fever are quite similar, and two types of antipyretic medicines are necessary and sufficient to 
manage any case of excessive fever. Similarly, 2-3 mechanisms can be identified that underlie each 
of the remaining symptoms of any acute viral disease, so, a small group of commonly used drugs 
would be sufficient to manage any infectious diseases, including old and new ones. 


After the discovery of bacteria and viruses as a cause of infectious diseases, the main emphasis was 
changed from supporting the body resistance to the fighting against pathogens. It was successful in 
the majority of bacterial infection cases, but it was almost useless when disease was caused by a virus. 


Therefore, if there is no etiotropic treatment, then there is no need to identify a new viral disease. 
All pharmaceutical and non-pharmaceutical therapeutic modalities would be addressed to the well- 
known protective mechanisms of the human body, and treatment should be based on the leading 
syndromes and symptoms, using the principle called off-label therapy. 


1.4. Treatment of patients suffering from acute infectious diseases 


About 1800 years ago, Dr. Zhang Zhongjing summarized the results of research from previous 
generations and developed a theory of acute infectious diseases, which explained therapy based on 
leading clinical symptoms and syndromes.? According to this theory, there could be only 6 phases, 
and certain phases could have 2-3 variants. Thus, the whole variety of clinical syndromes related to 
infectious diseases was limited to 10-12 variants, each having specific treatment and prevention. 
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There are some examples of treatment of the initial phases of infectious diseases: in the case of 
initial fever with general cold feelings without sweating — Herba Ephedrae was recommended; if 
there is initial fever with general hot feelings — Folium Mori Albae or Herba Menthae Haplocalycis 
should be used; if there is initial fever with intensive sweating or tension in the muscles — Ramulus 
Cinnamomi Cassiae was recommended; in the case of fever with alternating cold and hot feelings — 
Radix Bupleuri, was used, etc. A change in symptoms pointed to a change in the phase of the disease 
and required an adjustment of therapy. If a patient has a severe fever with hemorrhagic symptoms, skin 
rashes, kidney and liver impairment, delirium, etc. — Radix of Isatis tinctoria should be applied.* 


(a) Phases of 
Defense System Affection 


(c) General Adaptation 


(b) Six Phases of Acute Infectious Diseases Syndrome by H. Selye 


Activation of defense 
Unstable phase 
Highest activity of defense 


Tai Yang - Common cold symptoms 
Shao Yang  - Unstable phase Alarm Phase 


Yang Ming — - Progressive fever 


(Adaptation Phase) 


AA ее ве 


Та! Ут - Beginning of exhaustion 
Exhaustion of defense Shao Yin = Hemorrhagic and other Exhaustion Phase 
Jue Yin Complications 


Theories which describe phase evolution of acute infectious diseases: 


(a) Four phases of defense in a case of disease caused by "excessive heat". 


(b) Six phases of diseases caused by either "cold" or "heat", or "wind"? 
(с) Three phases according to the general adaptation syndrome theory discovered by Hans Selye.“* 


During later centuries, protocols of infectious disease treatment were updated according to the new 
scientific discoveries of that time. Excepting deadly epidemic diseases (plague, smallpox, or cholera), 
therapy of other infectious diseases was effective and successful. 

Theoretically, modern medicine having a long history in the past and advanced pharmaceutical 
science nowadays must be able to treat any problem more effectively than our predecessors, but the 
helplessness of the modern medical system during the current pandemic (2019-2022) was beyond 
common sense, and raised questions about the quality of education of the distinguished medical 
leaders and their followers. 


As far as acute infectious diseases are concerned, their pathological condition is not stable, but 
has several phases. Each of the phases requires the use of different medicines and patient care. It 
would be illogical to look for the treatment of COVID-19 in general, when each phase of the disease 
requires an appropriate group of medicines. Then a doctor should choose one or two medicines, taking 
into account the main symptoms of a certain patient. 

Multiple attempts to find a unique medicine against 'COVID-19' have failed. That suggests that 
treatment of COVID-19 or any further new acute viral infectious diseases should be managed by 
means of routine drugs applied as off-label therapy. 
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WHAT HAPPENED 


TO THE BIRD FLU “PANDEMIC”? 


2. What happened to the bird flu “Pandemic”? 


INDEPENDENT 


Avian Flu Outbreak Timeline 


The Independent, 19 December 2011, a modified version 
https://www.scribd.com/document/76089964/ A vian-Flu-Map# 


AVIAN FLU OUTBREAK TIMELINE 


1996 The highly pathogenic H5N1 virus is isolated 
from a farmed goose in Guangdong Province, China. The 
first discovery of this new strain originally attracts little 
attention. 

May 1997 Eighteen cases of in Hong Kong are 
infected with avian influenza H5N1- in the first known 
case the virus infecting humans. Six people die from the 
outbreak. 

Feb 2003 Six years after the first deaths linked to 
the virus, a subtype remerges. Two human cases, one of 
which is fatal, are confirmed in a Hong Kong family with a 
recent travel history to РиЛап Province, China. 

Dec 2003 South Korea confirms highly contagious 
Е. of bird Пи has infected а chicken farm near Seoul. 
Vietnam, Cambodia, Mongolia, China, Japan, Laos, 
Malaysia, Thailand, the Philippines, Indonesia and North 
Korea later confirm similar outbreaks. 

Jan 2004 Vietnam identifies H5N1 as the cause of 
human cases of severe respiratory disease with high 

lity. Sporadic human cases are reported through 
mid-March. 

July 2005 Russia confirms first outbreak of bird flu 
and begins cull of 600,000 birds. Simultaneous outbreak 
15 flu strain deadly to humans confirmed in seven 
villages in Kazakhstan marks the first cases outside 
South-East Asia. Indonesia confirms its first human case. 
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=, Oct 2005 Thai boy diagnosed with H5N1 strain of 


bird flu two days after his father became the 13th man in 
the country to die of the disease. The World Health 
Organisation (WHO) confirms that death toll in Asia has 
now reached 61, comprising 41 in Vietnam, 13 in Thailand, 
3 in Indonesia and 4in Cambodia. 

Jan 2006 Turkey confirms its first two human cases. 
Егас cases continue to be reported in the coming 
weeks, but rapidly end. гад confirms its first human case, 
in a 15-year-old girl in Sulaimaniyah 

Feb 2006 France first reports H5N1 in a single turkey 
EJ. marking the first appearance of this disease in 
domestic poultry in the EU. 

March 2006 Egypt confirms its first human case ina 
И ear-old woman from Oalubiya. 

Jan 2007 Japan sees a resurgence of bird deaths due 
Ме. Hungary and Russia also see more cases. In 
February, Pakistan, Turkey, Afghanistan, and Myanmar 
joined the list and Kuwait saw its first major outbreak of 
the virus. 

Jan 2007 The first discovery of the virus affecting 
Hisn poultry. Only a single outbreak occurs. 

Jan 2008 Three mute swans are found dead in Dorset 
with the virulent H5N1 strain of bird flu. 

Feb - April 2009 Five people killed by the virus in 
Vietnam. 

June 2011 Five cases of H5N1 were confirmed in 
Egypt - three of which are fatal. 


2. What happened to the bird flu “Pandemic”? 


SA World Health 
s Organization 


Mb 


V 


Cumulative number of confirmed human cases for avian influenza A(H5N1) 
reported to WHO, 2003-2021 


Geneva, WHO, 15 April 2021 


cases deaths cases deaths cases deaths|cases a ban 


Azerbaijan РОТ о 5s o d o c s c 
Bangladesh 
Cambodia 


Indonesia 

Iraq 

Lao People's 
Democratic Republic 


Myanmar 
Nepal 
Nigeria 


Pakistan 
Thailand 


Table 2 of the WHO documrent includes the years 2003 - 2009 


E 
N, fatal cases 


80 + 


70 + 


oT — A [—— — —: | 
40 1 

30 1 

20 + - - - - 

10 + 

мна и | 


2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 


The dynamics of the fatal cases is presented in the form of columns 
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19 March 1995 


Gina Bari Kolata | La 


Flu: the story of the great influenza pandemic of 1918 
and the search for the virus that caused it 


New York: Tuan Straus and Giroux, 1999: 187- 218 


https://archive.org/details/isbn 9780965043267 


By 1995, Reid had probably had as much experience as anyone in the world on doing PCR from 
paraffin-embedded tissue. Her experience was ideal for this project. At the very least, she would be 
able to start the process of looking for the 1918 flu virus. But as she was well aware, it was not at all 
clear that she, or anyone else, could complete it. They would be looking for what might be liter-ally 
a single molecule of flu virus. It would be a test that would push the limits of molecular biology. 
With some trepidation, once they got permission to begin to study the tissue from 1918 flu victims, 
Taubenberger and Reid set to work. Reid noted the date in her lab notebook: March 19, 1995. (206) 


It was time to use PCR, the miraculous method that can make millions of copies of a single 
fragment of a gene floating in a solu-tion. Taubenberger and Reid decided to look for a piece of a 
flu virus's genetic material called the matrix gene, choosing it because it changes very little, whereas 
other viral genes are con-stantly being altered by mutations. The matrix gene directs cells to make a 
protein that the virus uses as a scaffolding, a firm struc-ture propping up the virus's soft, fatty membrane 
coat. Their idea was to use a tiny bit of a matrix gene as a sort of fishhook — a way to snare the 1918 
flu virus. (208) 


By October 1996, the group was ready to tell the world that they had genetic evidence of the 1918 
flu in the preserved lung tissue of Roscoe Vaughan. They would write a scientific paper explaining 
their astonishing result. They did not have the entire genetic sequence of the virus yet, but they had 
shown that they could pull the viral genes out. That meant that they eventually might know the virus 
in its every detail. They had the tools to unmask the murderer and even find its deadly weapon. The 
scientists decided to send their paper to Nature. (215) 


Taubenberger's Science paper on the 1918 flu finally appeared, in March 1997, catapulting the 
unprepossessing researcher, who had spent his life in obscurity, into a media spotlight. "The phone was 
ringing off the hook. All of a sudden, eighty people wanted to interview me. I was live on national 
TV, I was on National Public Radio. It all happened so fast, it was really odd. It was completely 
crazy." But that was just the beginning of the oddness. Within two months, a mysterious death in 
Hong Kong would make scientists quiver with dread. All of a sudden, it looked as if another deadly 
flu epidemic might be emerging. (218) 
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Avian Diseases 


ТМ Wood, R G Webster, V F Nettles 


Host range of A/Chicken/Pennsylvania/83 (H5N2) influenza virus 


Avian Diseases, 1985, January-March, 29 (1):198-207 


Abstract 


The highly pathogenic A/Chicken/Penn./1370/83 (H5N2) avian influenza virus, which caused 
80% mortality in chickens in Pennsylvania, produced only mild transient illness in experimentally 
infected pheasants, little or no clinical signs in ring -billed gulls and pigs, and no clinical signs in 
pekin ducks. 


Virus could be recovered from only the upper respiratory tract of gulls and pigs for 1-2 days. 
Infection in ducks resulted in intestinal replication of virus in only 1 out of 12 ducks. By contrast, 
pheasants shed virus in feces (10(4.7) EID50) for at least 15 days. 


These studies reinforce wildlife surveillance findings indicating that gulls and ducks are unlikely 
to have transmitted virus between chicken farms during the 1983 outbreak. 


Although experimental data suggest that wild gallinaceous birds such as pheasants are 
potentially capable of virus transmission, there has been no evidence of this from wildlife 
surveillance in Pennsylvania. 


Experimental infection of chickens with H5N2 virus isolated from wild ducks one year before 
the Pennsylvania outbreak or a gull virus (H5N1) isolated in the quarantine area in 1983 resulted in 
asymptomatic infections and virus replication occurring only in the upper respiratory tract. 


These studies suggest that if the first HSN2 virus infecting chickens in Pennsylvania originated 
from waterbirds, changes in host specificity and pathogenicity for chickens and other gallinaceous 


birds probably occurred during emergence of the Chicken/Penn./83 virus. 


It is recommended that attention be given in the future to the isolation of domestic poultry from 
contact with wild aquatic birds. 
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THE LANCET 


Kennedy Е. Shortridge 
The next pandemic influenza virus? 


The Lancet, 4 November 1995, 346 (8984): 1210-1212 


The influenza virus is unique among viruses in being able to undergo so much antigenic change 
that an antigenically novel virus can sweep around the world in a year or two, giving rise to significant 
morbidity and mortality. The pandemic of 1918-19 was of unprecedented magnitude, claiming 20-40 
million Пуез.! Whether a pandemic of this order could occur again is conjectural. Nonetheless influenza 
must retain the status of an important infectious disease because of its potential for devastation. 


Planning for the next pandemic is therefore a matter of concern for international and national health 
authorities. Key factors they need to know are the place and time of the virus’ origin and the subtypes 
of its surface antigens, the haemagglutinin (H) and neuraminidase (N). What new information on these 
three points that is of predictive value has emerged since the appearance of the H3N2 (Hong Kong) 
influenza virus in 1968 and the unexplained reappearance of НІМІ in 1977? Only one, place, has done 
so with any foundation; the other two are speculative. Speculative or otherwise, we should look at 
them now because 27 years have passed since the H3N2 virus emerged through Hong Kong from 
southern China. 


Place 

Recent and historical information suggests China, especially southern China, as a hypothetical 
influenza epicentre.” The foundation for this was laid by Webster and Laver who suggested, on the 
basis of antigenic studies on the Hong Kong virus, that pandemic influenza viruses derive from an 
influenza virus resident in animals.* 


The World Health Organization (WHO) has over 100 national laboratories globally reporting on 
influenza through collaborating centres in Atlanta, London, and Melbourne. If the Chinese epicentre 
hypothesis is correct, information provided by the National Influenza Centre in Beijing to the WHO 
collaborating centre at the Center for Disease Control and Prevention, Atlanta, USA, will be of 
utmost importance. 


Perhaps most significant in this issue is the fact that in China influenza is not perceived to be as 
important as it is in western countries. Indeed in the subtropical/tropical south (including Hong 
Kong), where influenza mainly occurs in the summer’ influenza is not a special concern. Influenza 
vaccination has not been practised in China since 1966; while in Hong Kong the 100 or so doses 
that are sold annually are mainly for westerners travelling abroad to temperate zones in winter. 


Time 

Put simply, each year brings us closer to the next pandemic. There is no reason to believe that 
there will not be another one. Since the H3N2 Hong Kong era is 27 years on and since current variants 
are mild, it might be reasoned that the next pandemic will occur soon, even this year. However, the 
fact that the НІМІ era lasted 39 years from 1918 to 1957, an era punctuated with periodsof high and 
low infuenza activity, while the duration of Asian H2N2 era was only 11 years from 1957 to 1968, 
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does make difficult prediction of the year of the next pandemic. The cocirculation of variants of 
H3N2 and НІМІ since 1977 confounds the question further. 


Virus subtype 

The H subtype is of particular concern because of the importance of this surface antigen in the 
development of neutralising antibodies and herd immunity. The three subtypes of pandemic virus 
this century have come in the order HINI, H2N2, and H3N2 so, if there is a recycling of H 
subtypes, the next one would be H2. There is no way of knowing if H subtypes other than H1, H2, 
and H3 occurred in pandemic viruses in earlier centuries; if they did, that would extend the cycle. If 
the next subtype is not H2 it will have to be one of the other subtypes (H4-H15) already known in 
nature?” (a fifteenth H subtype has recently been recognised, C Rohm and R G Webster, personal 
communication). Subtype frequencies in isolates from domestic poultry in southern China make H4 
the prime candidate. The three most common subtypes are in order H4, H3 (the subtype of the 1968 
pandemic virus), and H6 comprising three-quarters of these isolates.” 


The severity of the new pandemic virus will depend in part on whether or not the other surface 
component, the N subtype, is N3 to N9 rather than the N1 and N2 subtypes that have occurred this 
century. A pandemic virus with completely new surface antigens has the potential to spread globally 
with ease. 


Comment 

Current thinking categorises pandemic influenza as а "reemerging" virus infection. "Elusive" 
might be more apt; influenza is a common global infection and the human influenza virus was first 
isolated in the early 1930s. Although our understanding of the "where, when, and what" of the next 
pandemic influenza virus is inexact, the virus’ elusiveness is in our sights. 

It would seem constructive for an international collaborative effort to be mounted in China, 
working with Chinese authorities to improve surveillance in the country and, therefore, international 
preparedness. This would be best achieved through an international task force operating from a 
designated infectious disease centre in China. 

While it is difficult to imagine on genetic grounds how the influenza virus might remain latent in 
the human host to cause a pandemic many years later in another generation, the notion of the 
pandemic virus arising from an animal reservoir is now more plausible. 

Eradication of such reservoirs is impossible and pandemic influenza will continue to be a threat. 

The knowledge to be gained in dealing with the next pandemic will provide important directions 
toward the control of pandemic influenza in the next millennium. 
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AP АРМЕМ5 


Paul Recer 
Experts Fear Humans Overdue For New Influenza Pandemic 


AP News, 14 December 1995. 


Bethesda, Md. (AP) — The planet may be overdue for a new worldwide epidemic of influenza, 
one of humanity’s oldest and deadliest disease enemies, international experts said at a conference 
here Wednesday. 


More than 200 infectious disease experts met this week to consider how they should prepare for 
what some believe is the inevitable rise of a new and lethal influenza virus. 

"A new pandemic is possible," said Dr. Dominick lacuzio of the National Institute of Allergy 
and Infectious Diseases. "We can’t lose sight of the fact that influenza agents have the potential to 
cause a lot of morbidity and mortality. It has happened before and it can happen again." 

The last major worldwide Пи epidemic was in 1968, the so-called "Hong Kong Пи," and new 
strains of the flu virus typically rise and sweep through the international population every 10 to 40 years. 

From the perspective of history, said Iacuzio, "some experts say we are overdue." 

The influenza virus regularly and rapidly rearranges its gene structure. Every now and then, a 
viral strain develops that humans have never before been exposed to, which can be the start of a 
pandemic, said lacuzio. 

Between 1918 and 1919, a new viral strain infected more than 2 billion people and killed an 
estimated 20 million to 40 million, more than a half million in the United States. 

The "Asian Пи" in 1957 also was new. It quickly circled the globe, causing widespread social 
disruption and at least 750,000 deaths in the United States. 

Iacuzio said the Bethesda conference, organized by the NIAID, was called to help sort out how 
experts worldwide can prepare for a pandemic and identify gaps in what is known about the flu 
virus and its control. 

A formal report is still being prepared, but these findings will be among the conclusions, he said: 

Increased surveillance efforts, particularly in remote Asian areas, are needed for early detection 
of new flu viral strains. There currently is a network of 110 labs in 80 countries. If a potentially 
deadly new form of the flu is found early enough, said lacuzio, the pandemic could be blunted by 
rapidly producing a new vaccine. Surveillance could include collecting specimens from early cases 
and sending them to central laboratories for analysis. 

More research is needed to understand the response of the human body to the virus. Conclusions 
based on animal studies may not apply to humans and researchers need to validate such research to 
develop more effective drugs. 

Some experts believe the concentration of proteins used in the flu vaccine may be reduced, thus 
making more vaccine doses available. "We don’t know the answers to this," said Iacuzio, and that 
knowledge could be critical if there is a sudden, worldwide need for vaccine. 

Final work on vaccines that can be applied as nose spray or nose drops must be completed. These 
so-called "cold adapted vaccines" use modified live virus and have been shown to be effective in 
some studies. lacuzio said their availability in a pandemic could save many lives by protecting people 
against the disease. 

Antivirals, drugs used to treat the flu infections, could provide physicians with important new 
weapons in treatment of patients already infected. lacuzio said there are candidate drugs being tested, 
but not now available. Such drugs need to be speedily developed, he said. 
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Science 


Elizabeth Pennisi 
Planning for the Next Flu Pandemic 


Science, 22 December 1995, 270 (5244): 1916-1917 


Although flu experts do not know exactly when the next great global flu epidemic will occur, 
they know that one is inevitable. Consequently, they are trying to work out a game plan that will 
enable them to recognize its onset and put preventive measures, such as vaccine programs, in place. 


Everyone is familiar with the annual flu epidemic and the misery it brings. But every so often — 
four times this century, most recently in 1977 — a particularly virulent new strain of flu virus will 
emerge that spreads quickly, erupting into a global epidemic with far more disease and deaths than 
usual. Last week, flu experts from around the world gathered in Bethesda, Maryland, to try to work 
out a game plan for coping with the next such pandemic. 


The last one was nearly 20 years ago, and warns virologist Robert Webster of St. Jude Children's 
Hospital in Memphis, "as time passes, the probability [of another] increases." To counter that threat, 
the U.S. Federal Working Group on Influenza Pandemic Preparedness, with representatives from 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the Food and Drug Administration, the 
National Institutes of Health, and the military, is preparing a plan, a draft of which was released at 
the meeting. 


As with similar plans being developed by other countries, its goal is to detect dangerous new 
strains of influenza A, the virus that causes the pandemics, as soon as they emerge, and put in place 
preventive measures, such as vaccination programs. While the experts don't know exactly when the 
next flu pandemic will strike, planning is essential, they say, because when it does come, only very 
quick action will stem its spread. 


Kermode-Scott B. Impending flu pandemic. Can Fam Physician. 1996 Apr;42:805-7. PMID: 
8653042; PMCID: PMC2146396. 
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Los Anacles Times 


More Dangerous Flu Virus Predicted 


Los Angeles Times, 27 September 1996, 12 AM PT 


A more dangerous strain of the flu virus than those seen last year will be circulating this time, the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in Atlanta said. The Type A-Wuhan virus, which can 


lead to deadly complications in the elderly, is the most dangerous of three viruses expected around 
the nation. 


The others are Type A-Texas and Type B. 
The current flu vaccine counteracts all three. 


The CDC recommends vaccinations for people 65 and older, people in nursing homes, children 
with asthma and anyone with a chronic illness. 


Flu contributes to the deaths of about 20,000 people a year in the United States. 
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Science 


Elizabeth Pennisi 
First genes isolated from the deadly 1918 flu virus 


Science, 21 March 1997; 275 (5307): 1739 


Abstract 


The great flu pandemic of 1918 rates as one of history's greatest killers, causing as many as 40 
million deaths worldwide. Now for the first time, researchers have gotten a look at some of the genes 
from the virus at fault. In work described on page 1793, they have used polymerase chain reaction 
techniques to amplify and sequence segments of five viral genes obtained from the preserved lung 
tissues of a U.S. Army private who died in the epidemic. 


Jeffery K. Taubenberger, Ann H. Reid, Amy E. Krafft, 
Karen E. Bijwaard, and Thomas G. Fanning 


Initial genetic characterization of the 1918 "Spanish" influenza virus 


Science, 21 March 1997; 275 (5307): 1793-1796 


Abstract 


The "Spanish" influenza pandemic killed at least 20 million people in 1918-1919, making it the 
worst infectious pandemic in history. Understanding the origins of the 1918 virus and the basis for 
its exceptional virulence may aid in the prediction of future influenza pandemics. 

RNA from a victim of the 1918 pandemic was isolated from a formalin-fixed, paraffin-embedded, 
lung tissue sample. Nine fragments of viral RNA were sequenced from the coding regions of hem- 
agglutinin, neuraminidase, nucleoprotein, matrix protein 1, and matrix protein 2. The sequences are 
consistent with a novel HINI influenza A virus that belongs to the subgroup of strains that infect 
humans and swine, not the avian subgroup. 
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Avian Diseases 


D. E. Swayne, M. L. Perdue, M. Garcia, E. Rivera-Cruz, M. Brugh 


Pathogenicity and Diagnosis of H5N2 Mexican Avian Influenza Viruses in Chickens 


Avian Diseases, 1997, April — June, 41 (2): 335-346 


Abstract 


Chickens were inoculated with one of five H5N2 Mexican-origin avian influenza virus (AIV) 
isolates to determine their pathogenicity for chickens and to determine the ability of routine 
virologic and serologic tests to detect infections. 


In laboratory infections, three AIVs, H5/94, М5/94, and J12/94, produced sporadic illness and 
death and were categorized as mildly pathogenic. 


Q1/95 produced illness and death in all inoculated chickens and was categorized as highly lethal 
and highly pathogenic (HP). 


P11/94B commonly produced clinical illness, but deaths were infrequent. 
During the presence of clinical signs, oropharyngeal swabs were superior for isolation of AIV, 
but cloacal swabs were more successful after disappearance of clinical signs. 


Agar gel precipitin (AGP) serologic test was superior for detecting AIV infection during the clinical 
phase, but AGP and hemagglutinin inhibition tests were equally effective in detecting infections 
after recovery from clinical illness. 


Passage of P11/94B parent stock and selected 14-day-embryo-passed AIVs in adult hens resulted 
in emergence of some HP AIV derivatives. 


The hemagglutinin of Q1/95 and P11/ 94B parent stock and derivative AIVs had an identical 
proteolytic cleavage site of.... Pro-Gln-Arg-Lys-Arg-Lys-Thr-Arg-Gly, consistent with AIVs of 
high pathogenicity. 


However, no consistent differences were identified in the sequence of the hemagglutinin gene to 
explain the discrepancy in lethality patterns of the P11/94B AIVs. This suggests that genes other 
than the hemagglutinin impact the full expression of high lethality of Mexican-origin AIV 
infections in chickens. 
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Ehe New Dork Times 


Gina Kolata 
Genetic Material of Virus From 1918 Flu Is Found 


The New York Times, 21 March 1997, p. Al 


A group of Defense Department researchers has found genetic material from the notorious Spanish 
flu virus that killed at least 20 million people worldwide in the influenza pandemic of 1918. 


Fragments of the virus were found lurking in a formaldehyde-soaked scrap of lung tissue from a 
21-year-old soldier who died of the flu nearly 80 years ago. And now, medical experts say, investigators 
at last hope to answer a question that has troubled them for decades: what made this virus so deadly? 


One part of the answer is that the Spanish flu virus passed from birds to pigs and then to humans, 
a mode of transmission that is thought to produce the most dangerous strains of influenza viruses. 
Indeed, fear of a swine flu epidemic in 1976 caused President Gerald R. Ford to mobilize the nation 
to immunize against a flu strain that infected soldiers at Fort Dix, N.J. That particular virus, however, 
turned out not to be a threat. 


The search for the 1918 virus is of more than historical interest, said Dr. Jeffrey K. Taubenberger 
at the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology in Washington, the leader of the team whose report is 
being published today in the journal Science. Dr. Taubenberger and other researchers hope that 
understanding the genetic code of the Spanish flu virus might help scientists prepare for the next 
influenza pandemic, which many scientists think is coming soon. 


The Spanish flu epidemic seems to have begun in the United States in late spring and early summer 
of 1918, when doctors reported scattered outbreaks in military installations where recruits were 
reporting for training before going to France. 


By September, when schools opened, the epidemic was roaring through the entire population and 
spreading rapidly to every corner of the world, attacking the young and healthy and killing them, often 
within days. 


The flu virus itself is gone, vanished with the epidemic. But scientists have repeatedly tried to 
find traces of it, studying autopsy specimens and even exhuming bodies buried in Alaska where, 


they hoped, the virus would have remained preserved. 


Even now, an expedition is being proposed to Spitsbergen, a Norwegian archipelago in the Arctic 
Ocean about 400 miles north of Norway, to exhume the bodies of miners who died of the flu. 


An epidemic like that of 1918 "can come again, and it will," said Dr. Robert Webster, chairman 
of viral and molecular biology at St. Jude's Children's Research Hospital in Memphis. 
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Dr. Joshua Lederberg, a geneticist and Nobel laureate who is president emeritus of Rockefeller 
University in New York, called influenza "the most urgent, patently visible, acute threat in the world 
of emerging infections.” And, Dr. Lederberg added, "the sooner we can learn what to anticipate, the 
more likely we will be able to blunt the next appearance" of a deadly flu virus. 


Dr. Taubenberger studied specimens from Spanish flu victims that are among the millions of 
autopsy specimens that the pathology institute has been storing in warehouses since the Civil War. 
But he said he doubted that the study would succeed in light of the dismal history of failed efforts to 
find the virus. 


For example, in the 1950's, a group of scientists that included Dr. Maurice R. Hilleman, director 
of the Merck Institute in West Point, Pa., who was then directing viral research at the Walter Reed 
Army Institute in Washington, traveled to Nome, Alaska, in a secret mission to examine the exhumed 
bodies of Eskimos who had died of the 1918 flu. 


When Eskimo flu victims died, Dr. Hilleman said, they were buried in the middle of winter, in 
the frozen ground. The Army thought that these bodies, buried in the permafrost, might have 
remained frozen and preserved. But, Dr. Hilleman said, "the bodies were in such an advanced state 
of deterioration that no live virus was found." 


More recently several scientists, including Dr. Webster, examined autopsy tissue from the Armed 
Forces Institute of Pathology but were unable to find viruses. 


Dr. Taubenberger decided to go ahead anyway. Looking in the computerized records, he requested 
autopsy slides of the lungs of 198 soldiers who died of the Spanish flu. 


In examining the slides, he looked for a particular type of pathology. Since the flu virus stops 
replicating within a couple of days after a person is infected, Dr. Taubenberger and his team wanted 
lung tissue from someone who died quickly, within a week after becoming ill, so that there might 
still be virus particles present. 


That was possible, Dr. Taubenberger said, because the 1918 influenza strain was so deadly. 


"The lungs of some who died in a few days were completely filled with fluids, as if they had 
drowned," he said. "No one has ever seen that before or since. It was a unique pathology." 


Of the 198 cases that Dr. Taubenberger requested, 7 met his criteria. But only one had other 
features that led the researchers to believe that the flu virus was actively replicating when the man died. 


The man was a private from New York State stationed at Fort Jackson, S.C., when he caught the flu. 
"He was a healthy 21-year-old male with no medical history until he got this," Dr. Taubenberger said. 


The soldier died within five days of infection, on Sept. 26, 1918, and in October his lung tissue 
was shipped to Washington, where it was stored, undisturbed, for nearly 80 years. 


With the soldier's lung tissue in hand, the researchers began the tedious process of trying to extract 
the viral genetic material. The virus carries its genes in eight pieces of RNA that are packaged together 
in a protein coat. But over the years of storage, the 15,000 nucleotides that make up the viral RNA 
had broken apart into shards about 200 nucleotides long. 
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The researchers spent nearly two years amplifying the tiny segments of viral RNA so that they 
would have enough to analyze and assemble like a jigsaw puzzle. In their paper in Science, they 
report on the sequences of nine fragments of the virus that include pieces of its major genes. 


The group has analyzed only about 7 percent of the virus, Dr. Taubenberger said, although he 
expects that he will eventually be able to complete the job. Others, like Dr. Webster, agree, but say 
1t 15 still uncertain whether even that will reveal the secret of the virus's lethality. 


But with his preliminary analysis, Dr. Taubenberger and his colleagues have already ruled out 
two hypotheses on why the virus was so deadly. 


One was based on an analysis of a chicken influenza virus that swept through flocks of chickens 
in the early 1980's, killing them overnight. 


The chicken virus was peculiar. One of its proteins had three basic amino acids at a spot where 
the host's enzymes had to break that protein in order for the virus to infect a cell. Ordinarily, there 
was only one such amino acid at that spot. So, investigators thought, maybe the three basic amino 
acids were a clue to lethality, and maybe they were a feature of the Spanish flu virus. 


But, Dr. Taubenberger found, that was not the case. There was nothing unusual about the amino 
acids at that position in the Spanish flu virus. 


Another hypothesis was that the flu had gone directly from birds to humans. Ordinarily, human 
flu viruses spread only in humans, but genetically distinct flu viruses also fester, independently, in 
birds, which do not become ill when they are infected. Occasionally, viruses from birds infect animals 
like pigs, and then jump to people. Even worse, some researchers proposed, might be a virus that 
jumped directly from birds to humans. 


Antibodies of survivors of the 1918 epidemic indicated that the virus had lived in pigs before 
infecting humans. But the antibody evidence was indirect, and some thought it might be incorrect. 
The genetic analysis, however, indicated that the virus had, indeed, come to humans from pigs. 


"I can't hold up one gene fragment and say, "This is the reason,’ " Dr. Taubenberger said. "This is 
the beginning of the story." 


But it raises additional questions, the most immediate of which is whether the planned expedition 
to Norway should go forward. 


The trip was proposed by Dr. Kirsty Duncan, who studies medicine and geography at the University 
of Windsor in Ontario. Dr. Duncan learned that seven miners who were digging coal in Spitsbergen 
died of the flu in 1918 and were buried there. She and her colleagues have been working with Dr. 
Nancy Cox, the chief of the influenza branch at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in 
Atlanta, to plan the trip to Norway. 

Dr. Duncan said the team would meet in Atlanta. "We'll be debating how to proceed," she said. 


Dr. Cox said the study of viral RNA from autopsy specimens might reveal all of the virus's secrets. 


The question, of course, is whether it is worthwhile to risk unleashing live viruses that might still 
be in the frozen tissue of the miners. 
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The Journal of 


Infectious Diseases 


Robert G. Webster 
Predictions for future human influenza pandemics 


The Journal of Infectious Diseases, 1 August 1997, 176 Suppl 1:S14-9 


Abstract 


Will there be another human influenza pandemic? 

The certainty 15 that there will be, and the probability is that the virus will emerge from Eurasian 
aquatic bird reservoirs and involve reassortment between a human and avian strain, with accumulation 
of mutations or true recombinational events (or both) that will permit spread and pathogenicity among 
humans. 

This process will probably occur in pigs because they possess receptors for both avian and human 
influenza viruses, and emergence may occur in southern China. 

Prediction of the subtype is impossible, but there is a hypothesis based on seroarcheology that 
only Hl, H2, and НЗ subtypes can infect humans; however, it is arguable that H7 or H2 strains might 
be equally capable of infecting humans. 


Conclusions 

Given the certainty that there will be another pandemic of human influenza, we must devote as 
much effort and as many resources as necessary to draw up a defense strategy and a battle plan for 
dealing with what could be a potential catastro-phe. Since an H2 Eurasian avian influenza virus may 
be the precursor of a future human pandemic originating in China, it is recommended that the 
frequency of H2 isolates in aquatic birds and any evidence of H2 or other avian influenza viruses in 
pigs and humans be determined in China. 

If we assume that people, pigs, and aquatic birds are the principal variables associated with the 
interspecies transfer of influenza virus and the emergence of new human pandemic strains, it may 
be possible to influence the occurrence of human pandemics of influenza. Live-bird markets that 
house a wide variety of avian species (chickens, ducks, turkeys, pheasants, and guinea fowl) and 
occasionally pigs together for sale directly to the public provide outstanding conditions for genetic 
mixing and spreading of influenza viruses. Monitoring of the birds entering these markets for 
influenza could provide information on prevalent subtypes. If pigs are the mixing vessel for influenza 
viruses, then monitoring them for evidence of avian influenza viruses, particularly of H2 subtypes, 
might provide an early warning of what might occur in humans. Finally, it is recommended that 
serologic surveillance of humans in contact with animals should be done regularly, particularly in 
Southeast Asia. 
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nature 


J. C. de Jong, E. C. J. Claas, A. D. M. E. Osterhaus, R. G. Webster, and W. L. Lim 
A pandemic warning? 


Nature, 9 October 1997; 389 (6651): 554 


Abstract: Introduction of new influenza type-A viruses, carrying different combinations of the 
viral envelope glycoproteins haemagglutinin (H) and neuraminidase (N), have led to three major 
pandemics of influenza in humans this century. Phylogenetic evidence suggests that these viruses 
have originated from avian influenza А viruses, either unchanged or after reassortment with 
humaninfluenza A viruses. In aquatic birds, all of the known H and М antigenic varieties (15 varieties 
carry H, nine carry N envelope glycoproteins) apparently circulate in a genetically conserved fashion. 
Viruses carrying the HINI, H2N2 and H3N2 combinations were responsible for the Spanish Пи of 
1918, the Asian flu in 1957 and Hong Kong flu in 1968, respectivelyl. An influenza A virus of the 
H5NI subtype has now been identified in a human patient, raising discussions about its potential to 
spark a new human influenza pandemic. 


Main: 

On 21 May 1997, the fifth day of his hospitalization, a three-year-old boy from Hong Kong died 
in an intensive-care unit in Hong Kong, with a final diagnosis of Reye syndrome, acute influenza 
pneumonia and respiratory distress syndrome (ARDS). No indications of other underlying disease, 
including immunodeficiency or cardiopulmonary disease, were observed. From a tracheal aspirate, 
we isolated an influenza virus in MDCK and LLC cells. We were unable to grow any pathogenic 
bacteria from respiratory specimens. In haemagglutination inhibition assays, the virus did not react 
with ferret antisera to recent isolates of human and swine subtypes. By complement fixation tests 
we found it to be an influenza A virus, confirmed by an indirect immunofluorescence assay on cells 
from the original tracheal aspirate. 


Haemagglutination inhibition assays using antisera to 14 H subtypes showed that the isolate was 
ап Н5 influenza А virus. Biochemical neuraminidase inhibition tests, using antisera to nine М 
subtypes, indicated that the neuraminidase was of the N1 subtype. Nucleotide sequence analyses of 
parts of the H and N genes of the virus allowed a phylogenetic comparison with other influenza 
viruses. Our analyses clearly confirmed that the virus is of the H5N1 subtype (Fig. 1). The H5N1 
virus was indeed isolated from the sample of the child, and could not be attributed to a laboratory 
cross-contamination, as there was по H5N1 virus present in the human diagnostic laboratory. 
Furthermore, we reisolated the same virus from the original tracheal aspirate specimen. 


The contribution of the influenza A H5N1 virus infection to Ше child's disease, eventually leading 
to his death, is not yet clear. But the virus identification is important as it is the first documented 
isolation of an influenza А virus of this subtype from humans. Subtype Н5 influenza А viruses can 
cause lethal avian influenza (fowl plague), a disease that may decimate flocks of domestic poultry. 
These viruses have so far not been identified in pigs. We feel that the identification of the H5NI 
influenza А virus and its presently unknown pandemic potential, should be the basis for an intensive 
monitoring of the epidemiology and the clinical manifestation of infection with this virus by the 
international World Health Organization influenza surveillance network. 
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Los Anacles Times 


Rone Tempest 
New, Lethal Flu May Stem From 'Chicken Ebola" 


Los Angeles Times, 14 December 1997, 12 AM PT 


Hong Kong — In late March, chickens began dying on tluee small poultry farms in Hong Kong's 
outlying New Territories. Microbiologists detmmined that the 4,500 dead birds in tiny Lau Fau 
Shan village succumbed to a particularly virulent strain of avian influenza. Described by one 
leading American virologist as "chicken Ebola," the virus spreads swiftly, attacks all the cells in the 
infected bird's body and is nearly always fatal. 


On May 11, a 3-year-old boy was hospitalized here with typical flu symptoms — acute fever, sore 
throat and raspy cough. Ten days later, the boy died of viral pneumonia and other complications. Then 
something happened that has excited and frightened health officials around the world: A lab analysis 
found that the boy was infected with the same virus that killed the New Territories chickens — the 
first recorded case of a pure bird virus infecting a human being. 


The remarkable discovery, which has been followed by at least three more cases here, one of them 
fatal, has scientists from around the world converging on Hong Kong and has spread alarm throughout 
the territory, where worried citizens are releasing caged pets and avoiding chicken in their diets. But 
while the new virus has troubling implications for world health, it could also help solve one of 
humankind's greatest medical mysteries about how flu viruses mutate and grow, periodically circling 
the globe in deadly pandemics. 

"The most interesting element," said Dr. Kennedy Shortridge, an Australian microbiologist and 
flu specialist at the University of Hong Kong, "is that we are having what appears to be an early 
warning.” 


Routine Analysis Discovered Virus 


This is the first time that disease specialists have been present at the earliest stage of a virulent 
new flu strain, Shortridge said. Ideally, this could allow scientists to come up with a vaccine in time 
to keep the flu from sweeping the planet while at the same time teaching them a lot about its origins. 


This new Hong Kong flu, assigned the scientific name H5N1, was discovered during a routine 
post-mortem laboratory analysis. Tissue taken from the 3-year-old's body failed to react to antigens 
that would identify the virus as one of two flu types common to human beings. 


Puzzled, Hong Kong health officials sent samples off to influenza labs in Europe and the United 
States for a more sophisticated analysis known as genetic sequencing. In August, a laboratory in the 
Netherlands came up with the startling conclusion — later corroborated by U.S. and British flu labs — 
that the avian virus had been transmitted to a human. 


"This is puzzling," said Dr. Daniel Lavanchy, chief of the influenza program for the World Health 
Organization in Geneva. "For years, we've know that this virus is dangerous in birds, but we'd never 
seen a human case. We have no explanation yet, but we don't like it when a new virus gets into humans." 
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A team of researchers led by Canadian medical geographer Kirsty Duncan traveled above the 
Arctic Circle to the small Norwegian coal-mining village of Longyearbyen this fall on a quest for 
clues to the origins of the deadliest flu pandemic on record, the erroneously named Spanish flu. 


The 1918-19 outbreak has been traced not to Spain but to a small U.S. Army post in Kansas, Camp 
Funston. A popular scientific theory 15 that Ше Пи was caused when a Kansas pig was infected by 
an avian flu strain, possibly spread when the fecal matter of a wild duck flying over the plains fell 
into the pig's trough or drinking water. 

Unlike most viruses, which are particularly dangerous to the very old and the very young, the 
Spanish flu killed mostly young adults. Occurring at the height of World War I, it spread rapidly 
through the ranks of armies around the globe and took more lives than the war did. 


Frozen Genetic Keys May Unlock Secrets 


Because experts know that flu pandemics are cyclical, occurring three or four times a century, 
they are particularly eager to unlock the secrets of the Spanish flu and perhaps produce a vaccine 
that would prevent it from recurring. What they lack is a complete genetic picture of the killer virus. 


After several years of research, geographer Duncan found a graveyard in Longyearbyen, a town 
800 miles from the North Pole, where seven young men who died of the 1918 virus are buried. 
Virologists hope the victims are deep enough in the Norwegian permafrost that their organs, containing 
the virus' genetic keys, remain frozen and intact. In October, Duncan and her team gathered at the 
grave site, using ground-penetrating radar equipment similar to that used to spot sunken ship hulls at 
the bottom of the ocean, to do depth readings on the corpses. The team is still evaluating the results. 


If they look promising, Duncan said, the researchers will return to Nonvay next spring and, under 
strict controls to avoid accidentally reviving the virus, drill into the frozen bodies for samples. If the 
latest flu theories are valid, they hope to find traces of bird and swine genes in the virus traces. 


The goal of the five-member CDC team of epidemiologists in Hong Kong is more immediate. 

Dr. Brian Mahy, director of the CDC's viral disease division, said the team's first objectives are 
to help Hong Kong authorities monitor the territory's 6 million people; to test family members and 
medical personnel who have come into contact with the four confirmed H5Ni patients; and to find a 
way to more quickly identify the virus in flu patients. Because the virus was previously believed to 
be confined to birds, Mahy said, "no laboratory in the world is set up to look for [it ]." 


Moreover, H5N1 is particularly virulent and difficult to grow in sufficient quantities to produce а 
vaccine or antigens for testing. (The genetic coding comes from two proteins, hemagglutinin [H] 
and neuraminidase [N], found in the outer covering of flu virus.) 


On the surveillance front, health authorities here say they have set up sampling procedures in 63 
clinics and 44 public hospitals reaching a cross-section of the Hong Kong population. And in the last 
several months, agents of the Hong Kong Agriculture and Fisheries Department have fanned out to 
test the territory's chickens at 150 poultry farms and chicken stalls, many of which are located in 
densely populated areas. 


"They came here and took blood samples from about 100 of my birds, but they didn't find anything," 
said Lee Ming, owner of Keung's Farm in Lau Fau Shan, where the first outbreak took place. 


But last week, officials reported another H5N1 outbreak in a small poultry stall, again in the New 
Territories next to the land border with mainland China. This means the virus is still alive in the 
Hong Kong bird population. 


In a news conference last week, Community Health Director Dr. K. H. Mak attempted to reassure 
the populace. According to health department investigations, Mak said, only one of the four confirmed 
patients, the 3-year-old boy, had any contact with chickens or poultry before contracting the virus. 
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Moreover, none of the people tested who work most directly with poultry — farmers, shopkeepers 
and restaurant personnel — have tested positive. 


"One of the most puzzling things," the WHO's Lavanchy said, "is that all these people working 
with animals never got sick." 


Not surprisingly, however, the people of Hong Kong are still alarmed. 


Shopkeepers cite а 40% drop in poultry sales. Parents and schools have been warned to keep their 
children away from birds, including household pets, until officials know more about the virus. And 
officials fear that tourism, already in decline after the changeover from British to mainland Chinese 
sovereignty in July and buffeted by the troubled regional economies, will suffer another blow. 


There are also stirrings in Hong Kong's political ranks. 


Dr. Huang Chen-ya, a neurologist who is chairman of the health committee of the Democratic Party, 
complained that authorities have not been fully candid about reports of symptoms among staff at the 
hospital where the 13-year-old is under intensive care. 


Alison Reid, chief executive of the hospital, said loo staff members, including nurses and doctors, 
who had contact with the patient were examined and that eight showed symptoms of viral illness 
but no signs of developing influenza. 

"We should know more in three to five days,” Reid said, "but symptomatically at least, they appear 
to have recovered." 


Legislator Leung Che Hung, also a doctor, has called for a broader sampling of Hong Kong's 
population to check for milder cases of the avian virus that do not require hospitalization. 


Incubators of the Flu 


It was probably Hong Kong's extraordinarily thorough and highly regarded flu surveillance program 
that led to discovery of the human H5Ni in May. 


Because Hong Kong and mainland China are known to be incubators of flu viruses, every case of 
respiratory ilIness that requires hospitalization is analyzed by government laboratories here. 


The surveillance has paid off: The government reported Friday that three more patients are suspected 
of being infected by H5Ni, but their condition is still unconfirmed. 


Leung, however, would like to expand the surveillance into the streets of Hong Kong, testing, as 
he put it, "anyone with a runny nose." 

"The government officials should be congratulated for discovering this new strain," Leung said. 
"In this regard, they scored a first. But they should also test people who do not go to the hospital to 
see if there are milder cases in the community." 


While Hong Kong officials have been relatively open about the flu episode here, little has been 
reported in the mainland, where the size of the population and general poverty levels may make the 
virus' dangers even greater. 


Shortridge and other researchers believe that the outbreak in Hong Kong's poultry farms was 
preceded by the unexplained deaths of as many as 1 million chickens and other fowl in China's 
Guangdong province, bordering the New Territories. 


Guangdong officials deny that such an outbreak occurred. "There has been no such epidemic on 
our farm," said a worker at Guangdong Baiyun (White Cloud) Chicken Breeding Farm. "We have 
strict epidemic prevention measures." 


"Up to now," said Wang Min, an employee in the National Flu Center in Beijing, "we have had 
no reports of any cases in the mainland." 
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The Washington Post 


Keith B. Richburg 
Hong Kong Destroys Its Chickens 


The Washington Post, 30 December 1997 


Government workers wearing white coats and masks and equipped with tanks of carbon dioxide 
fanned out through remote chicken farms today, launching a dramatic and highly visible attempt to 
stop the spread of an avian flu virus by eradicating Hong Kong's chicken population. 


More than 250,000 chickens were killed with carbon dioxide gas in the first day of an operation 
that involved thousands of government workers from a half-dozen agencies as well as private vendors, 
who also slit the throats of the birds and dropped the carcasses into plastic garbage bags. Yellow 
dump trucks and earth-moving machines made huge piles of poultry remains at three large landfills. 


Meanwhile, despite assurances that the so-called bird flu cannot be contracted by eating chicken, 
Hong Kong restaurants were dropping chicken and poultry dishes from their menus and touting beef 
and pork as substitutes. "You can still see it on the menu," said the white-haired old man behind the 
cashier's desk at Hong Kong's famous Luk Yu Tea House restaurant. "But anything with two feet, 
we don't have." 


So massive is the job that the government did not have enough salaried workers and ended up 
hiring day laborers to kill chicken and geese for one Hong Kong dollar -- the equivalent of about 12 
cents — per slaughtered bird. 


Since the mysterious bird flu virus, called A H5NI, surfaced in May, it has infected at least 13 
and likely as many as 20 people, four of whom have died. The Atlanta-based Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention has said that poultry workers with prolonged exposure to infected chickens 
are most at risk of contracting the disease. But so far, children, mostly toddlers, make up the majority 
of those who have fallen Ш. 


The virus, which originated in birds but inexplicably jumped to humans, has caused widespread 
fears of a global flu pandemic. Hong Kong residents have largely stopped buying and eating chicken, 
causing poultry sales to plummet. Some tourists have stayed away. The new Chinese-appointed 
Hong Kong government, in power only six months, has been under intense public pressure to take 
steps to allay rising concern that the bird flu could spread out of control. 


In an unusual front-page commentary, the English-language South China Morning Post newspaper 
said the wholesale slaughter of chickens was "the most dramatic gesture the authorities could make." 


But the commentary added, "Unfortunately, radical move or not, the extermination of all Hong 
Kong's chickens only addresses one side of this едиапоп." The main problem, it said, was that "the 
central question surrounding the spread of bird flu still has not been answered: Where does it come 
from? Until we know the answer, the killing of more than a million birds cannot hope to quell the 
public's understandable fears." 
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Late this evening, the task force involving three government departments — urban services, agriculture 
and fisheries, and the regional council — said more than 250,000 chickens and other poultry had been 
destroyed. The operation was to continue until the last bird is destroyed. 


The government has said that all of Hong Kong's 1.3 million chickens -- as well as geese, quail, 
ducks and pigeons that may have been housed near chickens — will be slaughtered within a day and 
a half. 


Many vendors began slaughtering their own birds before the operation officially began. Blood 
oozed across the slick floors of empty stalls. The next phase of the operation will involve a massive 
cleaning of all the markets and stalls, in an attempt to eradicate the virus once and for all. 


The slaughter of Hong Kong's live poultry population means that Hong Kong residents will have 
to get used to a drastic change in their eating habits. Chicken — shredded, steamed, baked, roasted, 
served with chili, cashews, oyster sauce or soy sauce, and sometimes with names like General Tso's 
chicken or beggar's chicken -- has long been a staple on most restaurant menus. 


Hong Kong residents like their chicken fresh, and several restaurateurs interviewed here said 
they preferred to remove chicken dishes from their menus than to lower their standards by using 
frozen birds from the United States or Australia. 


"We would never use frozen food," said an indignant worker at the Luk Yu Tea House, which has 
counted among its guests cuisine-loving German Chancellor Helmut Kohl. The worker, who asked 
to be identified only as John, said, "If we use frozen foods, the taste is no good." 


The Luk Yu lists more than 30 chicken and pigeon dishes on its menu, none of which was available 
today and perhaps for a long time to come. In addition to slaughtering all chickens in the territory, 
authorities have slapped a ban on live chickens coming in from southern China. 


"Now that everybody is afraid of chicken, they are trying other types of food," John said. 
Health experts have said there is no danger of contracting bird flu by eating chicken, but they 
advise that poultry be well-cooked. 


With chicken sales near zero, most vendors seemed to welcome the slaughter. Some had complained 
earlier that they could no longer afford to keep the birds. The government has promised to compensate 
owners, and today began working on emergency legislation that would pay the equivalent of $3.85 
for each destroyed bird. 


While health officials and scientists have called birds the main source of the deadly influenza, 
they have not ruled out the possibility of human-to-human transmission. 


Researchers believe that 1f the virus can travel from person to person, it does so inefficiently. 
Margaret Chan, Hong Kong's director of health, has said that Н5МІ is not thought to be an airborne 
virus, and she has speculated that a health-care worker who fell Ш with bird flu may have gotten it 
from contact with an infected patient's bodily secretions. Bird flu symptoms are similar to other 
strains of flu — fever, chills, sore throat and muscle aches. But because this is a new strain of influenza, 
the general population has no resistance to it, making it a more serious health threat. 


However, researchers who performed blood tests on more than 500 poultry and laboratory workers 
and people who had contact with flu victims, discovered that nine of them had developed antibodies 
to the virus. This suggested that some people have been exposed to the virus without becoming ill. 


CAPTION: Health workers carry rat traps into Hong Kong's Cheung Sha Wan chicken market, 
fearing rodents may carry the "bird flu" virus. 

CAPTION: Masked government workers collect poultry at a Hong Kong farm in a massive drive 
to kill the territory's estimated 1.3 million chickens. The eradication effort is designed to stem the 
spread of "bird flu," which has killed four people. 
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THE LANCET 


Eric CJ Claas, Albert DME Osterhaus, Ruud van Beek, 
Jan C De Jong, Guus F Rimmelzwaan, Dennis A Senne, Scott Krauss, 
Prof Kennedy F Shortridge, Robert G Webster, Claas EC, Osterhaus 


Human influenza A H5N1 virus related to a highly pathogenic avian influenza virus 


Lancet, 14 February 1998; 351(9101): 472-477 


SUMMARY 
Background 


In May, 1997, a 3-year-old boy in Hong Kong was admitted to the hospital and subsequently died 
from influenza pneumonia, acute respiratory distress syndrome, Reye's syndrome, multiorgan 
failure, and disseminated intravascular coagulation. An influenza А H5NI virus was isolated from a 
tracheal aspirate of the boy. Preceding this incident, avian influenza outbreaks of high mortality 
were reported from three chicken farms in Hong Kong, and the virus involved was also found to be 
of the H5 subtype. 


Methods 

We carried out an antigenic and molecular comparison of the influenza A H5N1 virus isolated 
from the boy with one of the viruses isolated from outbreaks of avian influenza by haemagglutination- 
inhibition and neuraminidase-inhibition assays and nucleotide sequence analysis. 


Findings 

Differences were observed in the antigenic reactivities of the viruses by the haemagglutination- 
inhibition assay. However, nucleotide sequence analysis of all gene segments revealed that the human 
virus A/Hong Kong/156/97 was genetically closely related to the avian A/chicken/Hong Kong/258/97. 


Interpretation 

Although direct contact between the sick child and affected chickens has not been established, 
our results suggest transmission of the virus from infected chickens to the child without another 
intermediate mammalian host acting as a “mixing vessel". This event illustrates the importance of 
intensive global influenza surveillance. 
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Shortridge KF, Zhou NN, Guan Y, Gao P, Ito T, 
Kawaoka Y, Kodihalli 5, Krauss 5, Markwell D, Murti KG, 
Norwood M, Senne D, Sims L, Takada A, Webster RG. 


Characterization of avian H5N1 influenza viruses from poultry in Hong Kong 


Virology, 20 December 1998; 252 (2): 331-342 


Abstract 


The transmission of avian H5NI influenza viruses to 18 humans in Hong Kong in 1997 with six 
deaths established that avian influenza viruses can transmit to and cause lethal infection in humans. 


This report characterizes the antigenic and biological properties of the HSN1 influenza viruses 
isolated from chickens, ducks, and geese from farms and poultry markets in Hong Kong during 1997 
and compares them with those of virus isolated from the index human case. 


Each of the H5NI viruses from Hong Kong poultry markets that were tested were lethal in chickens, 
possessed polybasic amino acids at the carboxy-terminus of НАТ, and by definition were highly 
pathogenic in poultry. 


The available nonpathogenic H5 influenza viruses and the pathogenic H5N1 virus from Hong Kong 
were analyzed with monoclonal antibodies prepared to A/chicken/Pennsylvania/1370/83 (H5N2). 


The analysis revealed limited antigenic drift in 15 years and established that monoclonal antibodies 
are useful reagents for identification and antigenic analysis of avian strains that may transmit to 
humans in the future. 


One of the monoclonal antibodies permitted separation of the HSN1 influenza viruses from poultry 
into two groups that correlated with the presence or absence of a carbohydrate at residue 158 adjacent 
to the receptor binding site on HA. 


The H5NI viruses examined replicated in geese, pigs, rats, and mice, but to only a very limited 
extent in ducks. It is noteworthy that all infected geese shed virus and that the HSN1 viruses caused 
disease signs and death in a portion (3 of 16) of the geese, with evidence of systemic spread to the 
brain. The tropism for geese is unusual and may provide insight into the origin of these viruses. 


In mice, the H5N1 virus caused lethal pneumonia and spread systemically to the brain. Mice would 
thus provide an ideal model system for studying immune responses and pathogenesis. Transmission 
experiments in chickens revealed that the H5N1 viruses are spread by fecal-oral transmission rather 
than by aerosol, and that the viruses are inactivated by drying of feces at ambient temperature. 


However, infectivity is maintained for at least 4 days in wet feces at 25 degrees C. There were 
differences in the morphology of the HSN1 viruses isolated from birds and humans. 


The perpetuation of H5N1 influenza viruses in the poultry markets in Hong Kong and the transmission 
of these viruses to humans emphasize the importance of these markets in the epidemiology of influenza. 
The poultry markets are of critical importance in the perpetuation and transmission of influenza 
viruses to other avian species and to mammals, including humans. 
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Xiyan Xu, Kanta Subbarao, Nancy J. Cox, Yuanji Guo 


Genetic characterization 
of the pathogenic influenza A/Goose/Guangdong/1/96 (H5N1) virus: similarity of its 
hemagglutinin gene to those of H5N1 viruses from Ше 1997 outbreaks in Hong Kong 


Virology, 15 August 1999; 261 (1): 15-19 
1 y - о © PMID: 1 el 


Abstract 

Analysis of the sequences of all eight RNA segments of the influenza A/G oose/Guangdong/1/96 
(H5N1) virus, isolated from a sick goose during an outbreak in Guangdong province, China, in 
1996, revealed that the hemagglutinin (HA) gene of the virus was genetically similar to those of the 
H5NI viruses isolated in Hong Kong in 1997. 


However, the remaining genes showed greater similarity to other avian influenza viruses. 

Notably, the neuraminidase gene did no have the 19-amino-acid deletion in the stalk region seen 
in the H5N1 Hong Kong viruses and the NS gene belonged to allele B, while that of the H5N1 
Hong Kong viruses belonged to allele A. 


These data suggest that the H5NI viruses isolated from the Hong Kong outbreaks derived their 


HA genes from a virus similar to the A/Goose/Guangdong/1/96 virus or shared a progenitor with 
this goose pathogen. 
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PNAS 


Guan Y, Peiris JSM, Lipatov AS, Ellis TM, Dyrting KC, 
Krauss S, Zhang LJ, Webster RG, Shortridge KF 


Emergence of multiple genotypes of H5N1 avian influenza viruses in Hong Kong SAR 


Proc Natl Acad Sci USA, 19 June 2002, 99 (13): 8950-8955 
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas. 132268999 


Abstract 


Although A/Hong Kong/156/97 (H5N1/97)-like viruses associated with the "bird flu" incident in 
Hong Kong SAR have not been detected since the slaughter of poultry in 1997, its putative precursors 
continue to persist in the region. 


One of these, Goose/Guangdong/1/96 (H5N1 Gs/Gd)-like viruses, reassorted with other avian 
viruses to generate multiple genotypes of H5NI viruses that crossed to chickens and other terrestrial 
poultry from its reservoir in geese. 


Whereas none of these recent reassortants had acquired the gene constellation of H5N1/97, these 
events provide insight into how such a virus may have been generated. 


The recent H5N1 reassortants readily infect and kill chicken and quail after experimental infection, 
and some were associated with significant mortality of chickens within the poultry retail markets in 
Hong Kong. 

Some genotypes are lethal for mice after intra-nasal inoculation and spread to the brain. 

On this occasion, the early detection of H5NI viruses in the retail, live poultry markets led to 


preemptive intervention before the occurrence of human disease, but these newly emerging, highly 
pathogenic H5N1 viruses provide cause for pandemic concern. 
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AMERICAN 


Scientist 


Robert G. Webster, Elizabeth Jane Walker 


Influenza: The world is teetering on the edge of a pandemic 
that could kill a large fraction of the human population 


American Scientist, March-April 2003, 91(2): 122-129 


It has all the makings of a cheesy Hollywood horror flick: A shape-shifting killer travels the globe, 
leaving millions of corpses in its wake, and the world's medical community can't stop the carnage. It's 
a sophomoric idea for a movie script, but that's exactly what unfolded during the waning months of 
the first World War, late in 1918, and through much of 1919. Within 10 months the influenza virus 
affected the lives of up to 500 million people across the globe and killed at least 20 to 40 million — 
more than twice the number who died on the battlefields of World War 1. Many epidemiologists 
believe that a similar scenario will happen again. But this time it will be worse. 

This is not hyperbole. In 1997 the world came perilously close to another global epidemic of the 
"Пи." If this particular virus had attained the ability to spread from person to person, Ше pandemic 
might have taken the lives of a third of the human population. As it was, only six people died — and 
all of them had contracted the virus from chickens sold in Hong Kong poultry markets. The only thing 
that saved us was the quick thinking of scientists who convinced health authorities to slaughter more 
than a million domesticated fowl in the city's markets. The avian virus turned out to be a new strain 
— One that the human population had never seen before. These deadly new strains arise a few times 
every century, and the next one may arrive any day now. 


The purpose of this article is not to instill fear, but to educate — the more people there are who 
understand the problems, the more chance we will have to contain the next outbreak. 


Inflewenza 


Influenza is spread from person to person by coughs and sneezes, but the virus doesn't begin its 
journey in a human host. Instead, wild aquatic birds such as ducks and shore birds perpetuate the 
influenza viruses that cause human pandemics. Although these birds carry the genes for influenza in 
their intestines, they usually don't become sick from the virus. And because they can migrate 
thousands of miles, the healthy birds can spread the virus across the globe even before the microbe 
makes contact with the human population. 


As и happens, the form of the virus found in wild birds doesn't replicate well in human beings, and 
so 1t must first move to an intermediate host—usually domestic fowl or swine — that drinks water 
contaminated by the feces of aquatic birds. Horses, whales, seals and mink are also periodically 
infected with influenza. Although the intermediate hosts can sicken and die from the infection, swine 
can live long enough to serve as "mixing vessels" for the genes of avian, porcine and human forms 
of influenza. This occurs because swine have receptors for both avian viruses and human viruses. 


Swine have probably played an important role in the history of the human disease. These animals 
appear to serve as living laboratories where the avian and mammalian influenza viruses can come 
together and share their genes (a reassortment of RNA segments) and create new strains of flu. When 
a strain of virus migrates into the human population, it changes into a disease-causing microbe that 
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replicates in the respiratory tract. A sneeze or a cough spreads the virus in a contagious aerosol mist 
that is rich in virus particles. 

Most pandemics originate in China, where birds, pigs and people live in close proximity. Hong 
Kong's 1997 "bird flu" was an avian influenza virus that probably attained virulence through 
reassortment of genes from geese, quail and teal. Many bird species were housed together in the Hong 
Kong poultry markets, and this was an ideal environment for reassortment. This strain of influenza 
killed thousands of chickens before it moved to human beings. Eighteen people were infected — all 
through direct transmission from chickens, not from contact with other people. In this instance, the 
outbreak was curtailed before the virus could mutate into a form that could spread from person to 
person. Scientists had known since 1972 that the influenza virus originated in aquatic birds, but the 
1997 epidemic was the first case to document influenza's direct transference from poultry to people. 


Anatomy of a Killer 


Influenza viruses are members of the Orthomyxoviridae family, and they fall into one of four 
genera — A B, C and thogotovirus, which is a tick-borne virus. Type C influenza does not seem to 
cause serious disease. The type B virus, recently isolated from seals in Holland, often creates regional 
epidemics in human populations. But type A influenzas have avian lineages, and these are the viruses 
that cause human pandemics. 


The influenza virus contains eight separate RNA segments that encode genes for at least 10 proteins. 
This unusual genetic structure explains why reassortment happens so often. If two different viruses 
infect the same cell, an exchange of gene segments can easily take place, yielding up to 256 (or 28) 
different offspring. 


Type A influenzas are categorized by the structural variations of two glycoproteins, hemagglutinin 
(HA) and neuraminidase (NA), which protrude from the surface of the virus. HA's job is to attach 
the influenza virus to the sialic acid receptors on the surface of the human cell. After binding, the 
flu virus penetrates the host cell; there, viral RNA strands move into the cell's nucleus. The viral 
RNA strands encode messenger RNA and ultimately produce new virus particles. The task of NA is 
simple but important: It enables the newly created virus to separate from the host cell and travel 
freely from one cell to another through the respiratory tract. 


Scientists have identified 15 HA and 9 NA subtypes, all of which are found in avian hosts. Epidemics 
occur when the HA or the NA proteins mutate. The subtypes of type A viruses are named according 
to the particular variants of the HA and NA molecules they contain — such as НІМІ, the culprit in 
the 1918 holocaust and the 1976 "swine flu" scare, or HSN1, the "bird flu" of 1997. 


Influenza's unpredictability springs from its ability to alter its HA and NA surface proteins and 
so avoid identification by the host's immune system. When a person is infected with the flu, the 
immune system produces antibodies and cell-mediated responses against all of the virus's gene 
products (antigens). If the person later encounters the same virus, his antibodies will bind to it and 
prevent an infection. However, the virus can alter antigenic sites — points on the HA and NA 
molecules where the antibodies would normally bind — by the process of antigenic drift. In DNA-based 
genomes a proof-reading enzyme carefully scrutinizes the process of copying a strand of DNA, 
catching and correcting any mistakes made during replication. But, like other RNA-based viruses, 
the influenza virus lacks a proofreader, so mistakes made during replication go uncorrected and the 
virus can mutate swiftly. The mutations can change the antigenic sites in such a way that the host's 
antibodies no longer recognize the virus. 


The HA and NA molecules are particularly important in antigenic drift. As genetic point mutations 
are gradually accumulated by the viral genome, and the HA or NA genes and proteins have undergone 
several minor changes, the host's antibodies no longer recognize them, and the person may sicken 
again. Type B influenza strains use this process to alter the amino acid structure of these proteins 
and so evade the human immune system. 
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Every 20 to 30 years or so, the type A influenza virus undergoes an antigenic shift. If antigenic 
drift were compared to a shudder, antigenic shift would be likened to an earthquake. Antigenic shift 
engenders a much more immediate and dramatic change in the HA glycoprotein. During antigenic 
shift, genes from other influenza subtypes can completely replace the HA and NA proteins with new 
ones that the host has never experienced. When human immune systems cannot recognize the new 
virus, a pandemic ensues. 


Scrutinizing the Shift 


Influenza was first described by Hippocrates as early as 412 b.c., and the tiny virus has spent the 
succeeding centuries shifting, drifting and wreaking havoc. Humanity has been seeking ways to 
eliminate the threat since the first pandemic was recorded in 1580. Although the Spanish flu happened 
nearly a century ago, the extreme pathogenicity of the HINI 1918 influenza virus is still not 
understood. Virologists have traveled the world to obtain samples of the virus so that they could unlock 
the secrets of its virulence, even exhuming victims from the Alaskan and Norwegian permafrost. 
Jeffery Taubenberger and his colleagues at the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology studied bodies 
and fragments of lung samples that had been stored in paraffin blocks since 1918. Through sequence 
and phylogenetic analysis of RNA fragments taken from the lung tissues, they determined that the 
virus was avian in origin but was closely related to a strain of influenza that is known to infect swine. 
Ongoing studies of the total genome sequence may someday uncover reasons for the potency of this 
strain of influenza. If they can understand the genome of the virus and the genome of the host, scientists 
may be one step closer to pinpointing which viruses in the wild will cross over to human beings. 


When the H5N1 virus leapt from poultry to people in 1997, scientists from the World Health 
Organization (WHO) immediately began to investigate the phenomenon. Postmortem examinations 
of two victims revealed unusually high levels of cytokines — proteins such as interferon and tumor 
necrosis factor-alpha (TNF-a) — that regulate the intensity and duration of the immune response. 
These cytokines are the first line of defense against viruses. They are part of the innate immune 
response, a nonspecific response that will target any pathogen and does not require a previous 
exposure to a virus (unlike the production of antibodies, which does require the exposure to viral 
antigens). Studies of human macrophage cultures, by Malik Peiris and his colleagues in Hong Kong, 
show that the H5N1 virus causes an exaggerated response of cytokines (such as TNF-a), and this 
could result in a toxic-shock-like syndrome (including fever, chills, vomiting and headache), which 
ultimately results in death. Although the cytokines can sometimes inhibit its proliferation, the virus 
may develop strategies to subvert this innate immune response. 


This is what happened in Hong Kong. The H5N1 virus found а way to circumvent the effects of 
the infection-fighting cytokines. Sang Seo, Erich Hoffmann and author Robert Webster at St. Jude 
Children's Research Hospital used reverse genetics — the opposite of the traditional gene-to-protein 
direction of genetic analysis — to identify a gene that played a crucial role in the transformation of 
the influenza virus. The new technology offers many tantalizing opportunities: It might drastically 
reduce the time required for vaccine production, and it might help scientists gain insights into viral 
pathogenicity. 


We removed the so-called nonstructural (NS) gene from H5N1 and inserted it into a previously 
benign strain of flu. Experiments showed that the newly transformed virus was considerably more 
virulent in swine. Pigs infected with a virus that carried the NS gene experienced much more severe 
and prolonged fever, weight loss and viremia than pigs that were not infected with a virus containing 
that gene. This suggests that the product of the NS gene, the NS1 protein, plays a crucial role in 
limiting the antiviral effects of the cytokines. According to Adolfo Garcia-Sastre and Peter Palese of 
the Mount Sinai School of Medicine, and their colleagues, the NS1 protein seems to do this by 
downregulating the expression of genes involved in the molecular pathway that signals the release 
of the cytokines. 
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Gene sequencing reveals that a single point mutation occurred in the NS gene of the Hong Kong 
virus. This changed the identity of an amino acid — glutamic acid at position 92 in the NS1 protein — 
which produced a version of the protein that was much more effective at downregulating the activation 
of the cytokines than the normal version. This made the Hong Kong virus much more virulent than 
other influenza viruses — a remarkable consequence for such a tiny alteration. These discoveries 
might help us to understand the extreme pathogenicity of the 1918 influenza virus, and they perhaps 
suggest new targets for drug development. 


In 2001 a new variety of the H5N1 virus surfaced in the live poultry markets of Hong Kong, but 
this time the fowl were slaughtered before people could become infected. Yet another genotype of 
H5N1 appeared in 2002. This evidence indicates that viruses similar to the 1997 strain are still 
circulating in the bird population of Southeast China. They are reassorting and making new versions 
of H5NI — not the same virus that surfaced in 1997, but different mutations that retain the same НА 
and NA configurations. 


WHO and the developed nations of the world have created pandemic plans that specify ways to 
prepare for a world crisis. 

In the United States, the plan includes measures for improving surveillance systems and increasing 
the breadth of the country's vaccination programs. The plan also supports research into detection of 
new strains and the creation of new vaccines and antivirals. 

The national pandemic plan addresses such topics as communication systems, as well as medical 
readiness and how community services will be maintained. 

One way to prepare for the inevitable pandemic is to vaccinate as many people as possible 
during the interpandemic years. 
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(е) United 
Nations 


David Nabarro 
Press Conference by UN System Senior Coordinator for Avian, Human Influenza 


New York, United Nations, 29 September 2005. 


The newly appointed Senior United Nations System Coordinator for Avian and Human Influenza 
unveiled today a three-pronged global programme to curb the potentially deadly impact if the flu 
virus now killing millions of birds mutated and crossed into the human population. 


David Nabarro, one of the most senior public health experts in the World Health Organization 
(WHO), said at a press conference that United Nations organizations were working with officials 
around the world to raise awareness and prepare for any potential human influenza pandemic. While 
it was not possible to predict that the avian flu virus, which had swept through Asia and decimated 
poultry stocks, would definitely mutate and cross over into humans, the potential threat of a flu 
epidemic was serious. 


“T am certain that there will be another influenza pandemic sometime”, he said in response to a 
question about the likelihood of an epidemic. Health experts agreed that the long period of time 
since the last serious flu epidemic, which had killed tens of millions of people in 1918-1919, meant 
the world was overdue for another epidemic. “In the natural history of these things, I am almost 
certain that there will be another pandemic soon.” 


He said the likelihood of the bird flu virus jumping into the human population was generally 
thought by health officials to be high. “I’m not sure whether ‘almost certain’ is the impression I’d 
like to have conveyed to you, but it does seem very likely and it would be extremely wrong for me 
as a public health person to be ignoring this threat.” Dr. Nabarro joined WHO in 1999 and was 
appointed Executive Director of Sustainable Development and Health Environments in July 2002. 
He was also a senior policy adviser to the Director-General. 


He said that the number of deaths that would result from any pandemic would depend on where 
the outbreak occurred, the speed with which health and Government officials discovered the 
outbreak, the response initiatives and the quality of these initiatives. Countries with limited health- 
care systems that could not care for many ill people and that did not openly transfer information 
from the local to the national levels would affect the final number of deaths. “I’m not, at the 
moment, at liberty to give you a prediction on numbers, but I just want to stress, that, let’s say, the 
range of deaths could be anything from 5 to 150 million.” 


The work done on prevention and preparedness over the next few months would make the 
difference between, for example, whether the next pandemic led in the direction of 150 million or in 
the direction of 5 million”, he said, adding, “Our effectiveness will be directly measured in lives 
saved and the consequences for the world.” The coordinated United Nations system-wide effort 
against a flu epidemic would tap into the technical guidance provided through the Organization’s 
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specialized agencies responsible for animal and human health — WHO and the Food and Agricultural 
Organization (FAO). That effort would also envelop the World Bank; the World Organization for 
Animal Health, an intergovernmental agency that was not part of the United Nations system; 
development banks; and non-governmental organizations such as the International Federation of 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies. The United Nations effort would also work with national, 
regional and local Government officials, who would play a key part in the effort. 


He said that the first pillar of the programme would focus on preventative efforts to control the 
spread of avian flu. That effort would involve Government officials at all levels, farmers and 
corporations involved in chicken farming, as well as communities where people lived in close 
proximity to their poultry. The second pillar would focus on the preparedness of officials, agencies 
and communities in case the avian flu virus were to cross over into humans. “There would be a short 
interval between discovery and the time when the pandemic starts. It would be a matter of weeks.” The 
third pillar would focus on the responses of the United Nations system and other agencies and health 
officials. Officials wanted to minimize the effect of a pandemic on people”s health, as well as on 
trade, travel and the economy. 


In response to a question, he said that the United Nations Coordination Office, officially created on 
Wednesday, would operate out of New York, tapping into the expertise of United Nations personnel 
throughout the system, with an initial budget of $2 million. A meeting organized by WHO, FAO, the 
World Bank and other agencies would be held on 7 November in Geneva. It would look at financing 
mechanisms and other topics to help develop the necessary initiative. 
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The Washington Post 


David Brown 
Military's Role in a Flu Pandemic 


The Washington Post, 5 October 2005 


President Bush said yesterday that he would consider using the military to "effect a quarantine" 
in the event of an outbreak of pandemic influenza in the United States. 


Responding to a question during a news conference, Bush also suggested that putting National 
Guard troops under federal, rather than state, control might be one part of a response to the 
"catastrophe" of an avian influenza outbreak. The president raised the same idea after Hurricane 
Katrina, suggesting that he is considering a greater role for the military in natural disasters. 


The president gave no details on the specific role troops might play or what sort of quarantine 
might be invoked. The federal government's pandemic-response plan, the product of more than a 
year of work, is expected to be released soon. 


Most public health experts believe it is impossible to entirely isolate neighborhoods, towns, cities 
or regions during an outbreak of disease. Instead, quarantines today generally refer to a variety of 
strategies for identifying and limiting the movement of people who are infected with a contagious 
pathogen or are at high risk. 


That might include screening travelers for fever and flu symptoms; prohibiting large gatherings 
of people, including at some workplaces; and requiring that people exposed to infected individuals 
stay at home until the incubation period for the illness has passed. China took these measures during 
the outbreak of severe acute respiratory syndrome in 2003. 


"The policy questions for a president in dealing with an avian flu outbreak are difficult," Bush 
said. "One example: If we had an outbreak somewhere in the United States, do we not then quarantine 
that part of the country? And how do you, then, enforce a quarantine? . . . And who best to be able 
to effect a quarantine?" 


He did not answer his own questions, but after the last one, he said: "One option is the use of a 
military that's able to plan and move. So that's why I put it on the table. I think it's an important 
debate for Congress to have." 


The president said some governors object to the idea of federal control of state National Guard 
units in emergencies. He added that, as a former governor, "I understand that. . . . But Congress needs 
to take a look at circumstances that may need to vest the capacity of the president to move beyond 
that debate. And one such catastrophe or one such challenge could be an avian flu outbreak." 


A strain of avian influenza called H5N1 has led to the death of more than 140 million birds in 
Asia. It has infected 116 people, of whom 60 have died. 


The government is stockpiling antiviral medications and an experimental "bird flu" vaccine as a 
defense against the virus, should it develop the capacity to spread easily and quickly in human beings. 
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ILMSNBC 


Brock N. Meeks 


Homeland Security to be lead in flu crisis 
But DHS will defer all medical response to Health and Human Services 


MSNBC, 11 October 2005 


Washington. — If the nightmare of an avian flu pandemic emerges from the dark chapters of 
doomsday scenarios, it will fall to the Department of the Homeland Security, not the medical 
establishment, to manage the crisis, according to federal documents and interviews with government 
officials. 


The DHS lead role, however, seems at odds with operational plans that call for the Department 
of Health and Human Services to be the government’s go-to agency in such a crisis. 


According to current documents outlining operational plans for public health and medical 
emergencies, HHS “is the primary Federal Agency responsible for public health and medical 
emergency planning, preparations, response, and recovery.” 


That HHS planning document, currently under revision and circulating among federal agencies 
for comment, seemingly conflicts with the federal National Response Plan, a kind of overarching 
playbook for how to manage any number of national disasters, from terrorist events to hurricanes 
and floods. But under the National Response Plan, which also plans for actions in case of pandemics, 
ОН$ assumes top authority when an “incident of national significance” 15 declared. 


Officials from DHS and HHS told MSNBC.com that the departmental statements outlining the 
chain of authority aren't in conflict at all. 


An influenza pandemic “would obviously be declared an ‘incident of national significance and 
DHS would be the overall in-charge agency,” said Brian Doyle, a DHS spokesman. 


Doyle noted the “unique partnership” his agency has with HHS. “HHS would be the lead agency 
on the health side of it,” he said, echoing comments made by Homeland Security Secretary Michael 
Chertoff in late August. 


The first such “incident of national significance” was declared in August after Hurricane Katrina 
hit; however, federal coordination among agencies and state and local governments broke down on 
so many levels that even President Bush was forced to acknowledge that the plan was flawed. 


In the event of a flu pandemic, “the way it works is that DHS is going to turn to [HHS] to work 
with the states and the locals on the actual health and medical response to what's going on,” said 
Mark Wolfson, an HHS spokesman. 


“In the meantime, if we’re dealing with a pandemic situation, where we’ve got people getting 
sick all over the country and all over the world, then what Homeland Security is going to be doing 
is coordinating the overall federal response to implications of the pandemic,” he said. 

Role playing the pandemic 


Federal officials have been role playing different flu outbreak scenarios for the past several 
months and the results have lead to revisions in the current plan, which was drafted last year. 
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Last year”s plan called for closing of schools, restricting travel and implementing textbook, lock- 
down quarantine measures. Those extreme measures jumped into the spotlight last week when 
President Bush suggested that federal military troops — not just the National Guard — may have to be 
called in to enforce a quarantine. 


DHS officials privately acknowledge that any such forced quarantine could swiftly turn violent, 
with people rioting to get away from a perceived diseased area. 


“If you quarantine it’s going to get ugly really quick, I’m afraid,” said a DHS official who spoke 
on the condition of anonymity, saying he was not authorized to talk about internal planning discussions. 


It’s just that potential for chaos that has the administration examining the steps needed to allow 
the President to put federal troops in charge of the situation. 


“These are all issues that we need to look at, and that's why [President Bush] thinks there needs 
to be a robust discussion with Congress and do we need to establish some sort of trigger that would 
automatically say the federal government, and specifically, the military, is the one that will be in 
charge of stabilizing the situation,” said White House Spokesman Scott McClellan during a Sept. 
26th press conference. “And then the Department of Homeland Security would come back into 
play once the situation is stabilized,” McClellan said. 


Some medical experts aren't sold on the military’s hinted role in a pandemic. “One of the issues 
is that the current influenza pandemic plan is supposed to carry a large military role, the problem there is 
I’m not sure how much the military has, at this point, been involved with [dealing with pandemics],” 
said Dr. Stephen Morris, an epidemiologist, the National Center for Disaster Preparedness and founder 
of the Center for Public Health Preparedness. 


Morris, however, isn’t bothered by the dual responsibility roles laid out by DHS and HHS officials. 
“So the reality is, once [the Federal government] kicks into action I think, yes, there are obviously 
roles for both of those agencies,” Morris said. “HHS does have the lead in the medical aspect... 
There are obviously a lot of non-medical things that will have to be done in terms of traffic control, 
logistics and I’m sure there will be a role for the Department of Homeland Security, so I agree it’s 
not mutually exclusive.” 


Who's on first? 


It's one thing to put down on paper how an agency will respond in case a pandemic hits; it's a 
whole other matter to draft a plan detailing what agency will literally keep the trains running, the 
mail flowing and lights turned on. 


The worst case mortality figures contained in the government's current draft plan for dealing 
with a pandemic are 1.9 million fatalities, according an expert who has reviewed the plans. The 
best case scenario is 200,000 dead. 


“How do you provide food, water ... basic security for the population?" asked Michael Osterholm 
of the University of Minnesota, a government adviser who has a copy of the draft plan and described 
it for The Associated Press. 


The plan makes it clear that the U.S. is woefully unprepared should a pandemic hit. All kinds of 
shortages are noted, everything from not enough vaccines to the seemingly mundane: special surgical 
masks to prevent infection. 


Democrats have criticized the administration for not having a plan. Sen. Tom Harkin, an Iowa 
Democrat, said in a statement Saturday that time for action was short. 


“Having a plan on paper does nothing to protect us," Harkin said while urging the administration 
to work with Congress on implementing protections against a pandemic. “Next month is too late. 
The United States is woefully unprepared for this, and we must get started immediately." 
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Bilderbergers, Rumsfeld Profit from Avian Flu Scam 


Global News Matrix, 24 October 2005 


You can't make any real money without a boogeyman, and the new "Bird Flu" hoax is the latest 
scam used to generate profits for pharmaceutical company insiders. 


"Finally, the pieces of the puzzle start to add up," writes Dr. Joseph Mercola, author of the "Total 
Health Program." "President Bush sought to instill panic in this country by telling us a minimum of 
200,000 people will die from the avian flu pandemic but it could be as bad as 2 million deaths in 
this country alone." 


"This hoax is then used to justify the immediate purchase of 80 million doses of Tamiflu, a 
worthless drug that in no way shape or form treats the avian flu, but only decreases the amount of days 
one is sick and can actually contribute to the virus having more lethal mutations," Mercola continues. 


"So the U.S. placed an order for 20 million doses of this worthless drug at a price of $100 per dose. 
That comes to a staggering $2 billion. 


US Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, former chairman of Gilead, the manufacturer of Tamiflu, 
will also make big profits, since he is a major shareholder. 


Better yet, Bilderberger spokesman Etienne F. Davignon (Vice-Chairman, Suez-Tractebel) and 
Reagan-Bush Cabal insider former Secretary of State George P. Shultz, PhD (Distinguished Fellow, 
Hoover Institution, Stanford University) are also on the board of directors of Gilead. 


Another Bilderberger regular is Lodewijk J.R. de Vink, who sits on the board of Hoffman-La 
Roche, Gilead's partner. 

In other words, the "Bird Flu" scam will generate outrageous profits for globalist-insiders like 
Shultz, Rumsfeld, Davignon, and de Vink. 


And where did Tamiflu come from? 


According to the Gilead website, "In September 1996, Gilead and F. Hoffmann-La Roche Ltd. 
entered into a collaborative agreement to develop and market therapies that treat and prevent viral 
influenza. Under the agreement, Roche received exclusive worldwide rights to Gilead's proprietary 
influenza neuraminidase inhibitors, including orally administered Tamiflu (oseltamivir phosphate), 
formerly known as GS 4104. As part of this collaboration, Gilead and Roche jointly conducted clinical 
development of oseltamivir phosphate, with Roche funding all research and development costs. 
Roche has worldwide commercial rights to Tamiflu, and Gilead receives payments from Roche for 
the successful completion of program milestones and royalties on product sales.") 


It should be remembered that Rumsfeld loves pharmaceutical scams. It was after all Rumsfeld, 
as chairman of G.D. Searle, who pressured the FDA to get Aspartame approved. 


The FDA blocked its approval for ten years before Rumsfeld twisted arms and broke who knows 
how many legs at the FDA. Now Aspartame, an artificial sweetener as ubiquitous as it is toxic, 
continues to poison America and the world. 

So here's an advertising tagline. 

Tamiflu — It's the Bird-Flu Scam-Drug For You 
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Ehe New Dork Times 


Rumsfeld to Avoid Bird-Flu Drug Issues 


The New York Times, 28 October 2005, p. A13 


Washington, Oct. 27 — Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld has recused himself from government 
decisions concerning medications to prevent or treat avian flu, rather than sell his stock holdings in 
the company that patented the antiviral agent Tamiflu, according to a Pentagon memorandum issued 
Thursday. 


The memorandum, to Mr. Rumsfeld's staff from the Pentagon general counsel, said the defense 
secretary would not take part in decisions that may affect his financial interests in Gilead Sciences Inc. 


Before becoming defense secretary in January 2001, Mr. Rumsfeld was chairman of Gilead. On 
each of his annual financial disclosure statements, he has listed continued stock holdings in the 


company. 


Gilead holds the patent on Tamiflu, but contracts for it are signed with an American subsidiary 
of F. Hoffman-LaRoche Ltd., which holds marketing and manufacturing rights. 


Mr. Rumsfeld will remain involved in matters related to the Pentagon response to an outbreak, 
so long as none affect Gilead. 
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Nelson Schwartz 
Rumsfeld's Growing Stake in Tamiflu 


CNN, 31 October 2005 


New York (Fortune) — The prospect of a bird flu outbreak may be panicking people around the 
globe, but it's proving to be very good news for Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld and other 
politically connected investors in Gilead Sciences, the California biotech company that owns the 
rights to Tamiflu, the influenza remedy that's now the most-sought after drug in the world. 


Rumsfeld served as Gilead (Research)'s chairman from 1997 until he joined the Bush administration 
in 2001, and he still holds a Gilead stake valued at between $5 million and $25 million, according to 
federal financial disclosures filed by Rumsfeld. 


The forms don't reveal the exact number of shares Rumsfeld owns, but in the past six months 
fears of a pandemic and the ensuing scramble for Tamiflu have sent Gilead's stock from $35 to $47. 
That's made the Pentagon chief, already one of the wealthiest members of the Bush cabinet, at least 
$1 million richer. 


Rumsfeld isn't the only political heavyweight benefiting from demand for Tamiflu, which is 
manufactured and marketed by Swiss pharma giant Roche. (Gilead receives a royalty from Roche 
equaling about 10% of sales.) Former Secretary of State George Shultz, who is on Gilead's board, 
has sold more than $7 million worth of Gilead since the beginning of 2005. 


Another board member is the wife of former California Gov. Pete Wilson. 


"I don't know of any biotech company that's so politically well-connected," says analyst Andrew 
McDonald of Think Equity Partners in San Francisco. 


What's more, the federal government is emerging as one of the world's biggest customers for 
Tamiflu. In July, the Pentagon ordered $58 million worth of the treatment for U.S. troops around 
the world, and Congress is considering a multi-billion-dollar purchase. Roche expects 2005 sales 
for Tamiflu to be about $1 billion, compared with $258 million in 2004. 


Rumsfeld recused himself from any decisions involving Gilead when he left Gilead and became 
Secretary of Defense in early 2001. And late last month, notes a senior Pentagon official, Rumsfeld 
went even further and had the Pentagon's general counsel issue additional instructions outlining what 
he could and could not be involved in if there were an avian flu pandemic and the Pentagon had to 
respond. 


As the flu issue heated up early this year, according to the Pentagon official, Rumsfeld considered 
unloading his entire Gilead stake and sought the advice of the Department of Justice, the SEC and 
the federal Office of Government Ethics. 


Those agencies didn't offer an opinion so Rumsfeld consulted a private securities lawyer, who 
advised him that it was safer to hold on to the stock and be quite public about his recusal rather than 
sell and run the risk of being accused of trading on insider information, something Rumsfeld doesn't 
believe he possesses. So, he's keeping his shares for the time being. 
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The Gainesville Sun | Gainesville.com 


Diane Chun 
Experts dismiss scare over bird flu 


The Gainesville Sun, 1 November 2005, 6.01 AM 


At a time when headlines trumpet the potential dangers of "bird flu," Gary Butcher is the man 
of the hour. 


Butcher has been an extension veterinarian at the University of Florida's College of Veterinary 
Medicine since 1988. He was trained as a veterinarian specializing in avian diseases, and has a Ph.D. 
in poultry virology. 


As the only poultry veterinarian in the state, Butcher fields phone calls and e-mails about avian 
flu every day. Lately, he's been traveling the world, speaking to alarmed government officials and 
industry groups dispelling the myths and reinforcing the realities of avian influenza or so-called 
"bird Пи." 


Gary Butcher begins his presentation with a slide that shows a "news flash" from the British press 
agency Reuters reporting that avian flu "poses the single biggest threat to the world right now." 


The Н5М1 avian flu virus has led to the death of 150 million birds, either through infection or 
culling to prevent the virus from spreading. So far, however, the number of people who have become 
infected remains small, with 121 confirmed illnesses and 62 reported fatalities as of Monday. No 
one has yet been proven to have given avian influenza to someone else. 


The World Health Organization continues to warn that a human pandemic may occur and has 
advised national governments to make contingency plans. President Bush is expected to announce 
today the White House strategy for handling a potential pandemic during a visit to the National 
Institutes of Health. 


"The emphasis of all my work has changed to dealing with this madness," Butcher said Friday, 
while briefly back at his office on the UF campus in Gainesville. "Realistically, avian influenza is 
not a threat to people, but everywhere you go, it has turned into a circus." 


He's been to Indonesia and Thailand, Hong Kong and Mexico, and a few days from now, he will 
be in Russia. 


The poultry industries in those countries have been greatly disrupted because of the public's flu 
fear. In countries where poultry consumption has dropped by 75 percent, it's a real crisis, Butcher 
said. So from an economic perspective, bird flu is a big issue. 


Millions of chickens and waterfowl have been slaughtered in Asia in an attempt to halt the spread 
of the bird virus known as H5N1, but Butcher said that of the billions of people who have probably 
been exposed, only about 120 have been reported to have fallen Ш with avian flu. They were people 
who worked closely with chickens and came into contact with the birds' blood and feces. 


Butcher also said that there has yet to be a proven case in which one person is known to have passed 
the illness on to another. 
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Bird flu viruses have been around throughout history, he said. What is unique about the H5N1 
strain is that, on rare occasions, it has shown the ability to infect humans. "It is very inefficient, but 
1t does manage," Butcher said. 

That same inefficiency makes it much more likely that the virus can't replicate itself rapidly enough 
to spread from that first infected human to another, he said. Could happen, but not likely. That's his 
view. 


But the virus can go from poultry to the wild bird population, which will carry it to other locales 
along their migration routes. If and when it comes to this part of the world, Butcher predicts, it will 
get here via migratory shorebirds or waterfowl coming from Russia, through Siberia, across the 
Bering Strait, down through Alaska and Canada. 


"That's how it is probably going to come in, and it is of very little relevance," he said, because 
the poultry industry in this part of the world is so different than in the parts of the world that have 
been affected so far. 


Not all health officials are sounding a warning about avian influenza, either. 


Dr. Marc Siegel, a practicing internist and associate professor of medicine at the New York 
University School of Medicine, is one physician who isn't buying into the scare scenario. 


"If anything is contagious right now, it's judgment clouded by fear," Siegel said. And if Americans 
are scared of avian flu now, Siegel continues, "imagine what will happen if a single scrawny, flu- 
ridden migratory bird somehow manages to reach our shores." 


That, he maintains, is how the fear epidemic - as opposed to a flu pandemic - spreads. Back to the 
unlikely scenario of those migratory birds carrying avian flu to a poultry house somewhere in Kansas. 


"Only once in every blue moon do you get infection in a poultry house, and the government has 
a system of monitoring and eradication that means it is quickly wiped out," Butcher said. "So it can 
happen, but it is rare and it is not allowed to spread." 


Because the United States exports about one-third of the 9 billion poultry produced, if potentially 
dangerous disease turns up, there is a policy of zero tolerance. 


"Other countries would not accept poultry from anywhere in the United States if there was any 
question of infection," Butcher said. 


He said that although there is a potential that the virus could mutate, as it exists, it could not 
become an important disease in humans. 


"For it to become dangerous to humans, it has to go through a pretty significant genetic change. 
If you put this in perspective, it's not going to happen. For a person to be infected now, it appears 
that the exposure level has to be astronomical," Butcher said. 


"While we are putting all our attention on this avian influenza, another virus is going to come up 
and bite us in the bottom," he said. 
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Ehe New Dork Times 


Gina Kolata 
Hazard in Hunt for New Flu: Looking for Bugs in All the Wrong Places 


The New York Times, 8 November 2005 


Science moves in mysterious ways, and sometimes what seems like the end of the story 15 really 
just the beginning. Or, at least, that 15 what some researchers are thinking as they scratch their heads 
over the weird genetic sequence of the 1918 flu virus. 


Dr. Jeffery Taubenberger, a molecular pathologist at the Armed Forces Institute of Technology who 
led the research team that reconstructed the long-extinct virus, said that a few things seemed clear. 


The 1918 virus appears to be a bird flu virus. But if it is from a bird, it is not a bird anyone has 
studied before. It is not like the А(Н5М1) strain of bird flus in Asia, which has sickened at least 116 
people, and killed 60. It 15 not like the influenza viruses that infect fowl in North America. 

Yet many researchers believe that the 1918 virus, which caused the worst infectious disease 
epidemic in human history, is a bird flu virus. And if so, it is the only one that has ever been known 
to cause a human pandemic. 


That, Dr. Taubenberger said, gives rise to a question. Are scientists looking for the next pandemic 
flu virus in all the wrong places? Is there a bird that no one ever thought about that harbors the next 
1918-like flu? And if so, what bird is it, and where does it live? 


"Г can't even assign a hemisphere," he said. "It just came from somewhere else. Maybe it's in 
pigeons. Or in songbirds." 


"It's weird, it's really weird," he added. "My view is to be undogmatic as possible and just try to 
follow the data. This is the result we get. The question is, What does it mean?" 


Dr. Taubenberger's question emerged from the science fiction-like search for the 1918 virus that 
eventually led to its reconstruction. 


A decade ago, Dr. Taubenberger and his colleagues found shards of the extinct virus in two 
fingernail-size snippets of formaldehyde-soaked lung tissue from two soldiers and from the frozen 
lung of an Inuit woman who died of the flu in 1918 and was buried in permafrost. Slowly and 
painstakingly, they fished out the tiny fragments of viral genes and began reconstructing them. 


The first gene they sequenced was the one that codes for the hemagglutinin protein on the virus's 
surface. Immediately, Dr. Taubenberger and his colleagues were struck by an oddity: the chain of 
nucleotides that coded for the amino acids in the protein were arranged differently from those found 
in any other bird flu. 


The genetic code is flexible; there is more than one way that a group of three nucleotides can be 
arranged to code for the same amino acid. But every bird flu virus ever studied used the same spellings 
for the hemagglutinin amino acids. Not the 1918 flu. 
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There were two possibilities, Dr. Taubenberger thought. 


One was that bird flus have evolved over the decades and that back in 1918, the amino acids in 
bird viruses were simply coded differently. 


Another was that if the 1918 flu virus came from a bird, it was no bird that anyone had considered 
before. "We decided there was no way to address this," Dr. Taubenberger said. After all, the birds 
from 1918 were long gone, and their viruses had died with them. 


Then Dr. Thomas Fanning, a scientist in Dr. Taubenberger's group, mentioned that he had a friend at 
the Smithsonian who worked at the National Museum of Natural History in Washington. It had several 
thousand preserved birds from the early 20th century that were floating in Mason jars of alcohol. 


From there, they reached James P. Dean, a supervisor in the division of birds at the museum, 
who sent Dr. Taubenberger a computer printout of the birds in the museum's collection — hundreds 
of birds, with notes telling the species and the exact times and places where they were collected. 
But which to choose? 


Dr. Taubenberger consulted with one of the leading experts on bird flus, Richard Slemons of 
Ohio State, who chose 40 birds on the museum's list, all waterfowl collected around 1918. The 
museum found 25 of them. 


The scientists took tiny pinches of tissue from passages of the birds' excretory tracts, or cloacas, 
and Dr. Taubenberger looked for flu viruses in the tissue. Six of the birds had a flu virus. The 
genetic coding for the amino acids in those viruses was exactly like that in bird flu viruses today, 
Dr. Taubenberger found. 


In fact, the viruses had not even evolved. Human influenza viruses change every year, mutating 
slightly so they can reinfect people who had just had Ше flu and developed antibodies against it. But 
birds, Dr. Slemons said, do not have much of an immune response to influenza, and so there is no 
particular pressure for the virus to mutate. 


Another reason the viruses stay the same, he said, is that some birds live for only a couple of 
years and so, every year, the viruses have a new bird population to infect. Finally, he said, birds are 
chronically infected with lots of flu viruses at once, and all the viruses coexist peacefully. 


"There are so many that there is no selective pressure on any virus," he said. 


But if bird viruses do not evolve and if the waterfowl viruses in 1915 and 1916 look just like bird 
viruses today, where did the 1918 virus come from? Or was it really a bird virus? 


After all, at the time that he looked at the Smithsonian birds, Dr. Taubenberger had reconstructed 
only part of the virus's genetic sequence. Maybe when he had the whole thing, the picture would change. 


It did not. The entire sequence, published last month in Nature, had the distinctive protein structures 
of a bird virus, he said. And it had that same peculiar way of spelling its amino acids. 


When he compared the 1918 virus with today's human flu viruses, Dr. Taubenberger noticed that 
1t had alterations in just 25 to 30 of the virus's 4,400 amino acids. Those few changes turned a bird 
virus into a killer than could spread from person to person. 


Dr. Taubenberger noticed that, so far, Ше ACH5N1) viruses in Asia have just a few of those changes. 
They do not, however, have the unusual ways of coding the amino acid instructions that the 1918 
virus had. So are the Asian bird viruses on their way to becoming pandemic viruses, or not? 


Some experts like Dr. Peter Palese of the Mount Sinai School of Medicine in New York say the 
A(H5NI) flu viruses are a false alarm. He notes that studies of serum collected in 1992 from people 
in rural China indicated that millions of people there had antibodies to the A(H5NI) strain. 


That means they had been infected with an H5N1 bird virus and recovered, apparently without 
incident. 
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Despite that, and the fact that those viruses have been circulating in China more than a dozen 
years, almost no human-to-human spread has occurred. "The virus has been around for more than a 
dozen years, but it hasn't jumped into the human population," Dr. Palese said. "I don't think it has 
the capability of doing it." 


Dr. Taubenberger said he could argue it either way. 
"It's a nasty virus," he said. "It is highly virulent in domestic birds and wild birds. The fact that it 


has killed half the humans it has infected makes it of concern, and the fact that it shares some features 
with the 1918 virus makes it of concern. 


"But the fact that it has circulated in Asia for years and hasn't caused a pandemic argues against 
it. Maybe there are some biological barriers we don't understand." 


So where will the next pandemic come from? Dr. Taubenberger says he wonders if it may be 
from a bird no one has thought of, a bird with a flu virus that has the same funny coding of amino 
acids that he saw in the 1918 flu. 


He has teamed up with scientists in Alaska to get swabs from the cloacas of migrating birds, and 
he is looking in those samples for flu viruses that look like the one from 1918. 


"Probably nobody else has thought much about this," Dr. Taubenberger said. "But we've been 
staring at the sequence of the virus for the last 10 years, and we've been thinking about it." For him, 
the story is not over; it has just taken another turn. 
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OTTAWA CITIZEN 


Shelley Page 


Pandemic Paranoia 
Rumsfeld's connection to Tamiflu has conspiracy theorists spinning 


Ottawa Citizen, 13 November 2005, p. A9. 


One day Americans were panic-buying Tamiflu, making the influenza remedy the most sought-after drug 
in the world; the next day, rumours were rampant that the U.S. response to bird-flu was more about profit 
than public health. 


What happened? 
In a name: Donald Rumsfeld. 


From Kandahar to Kalamazoo, the U.S. Secretary of Defense has been vilified by opponents of the Iraq war as 
the hawkish ideologue who took America into a battle it could not win based on information about weapons of 
mass destruction that was at best shoddy research and at worst an out-right lie. 


In 2003, he went so far as to claim he knew "where they are; they're in the area around Tikrit and 
Baghdad." 

Until recently, Rumsfeld's duplicity on those alleged weapons appeared to be safely constrained — at least 
for us non-Americans and non-Iragis — to the arena of the war. We may not trust him, but unless you've 
enlisted in the marines or own a time-share in Tikrit, he's another country's problem. 

Then last week's report in Fortune magazine showed Rumsfeld had brought his talents to a company making 
huge profits off bird flu panic. 


The magazine said Rumsfeld served as chairman of Gilead Sciences the California biotech company that owns 
the rights to Tamiflu, the antiviral that pundits have trumpeted as the best weapon against avian flu. Rumsfeld 
was chairman from 1997 until he joined the Bush administration in 2001, and according to federal financial 
disclosures filed by Rumsfeld, he still holds a stake in Gilead valued at between $5 million and $25 million. 

The documents don't specify how many shares Rumsfeld owns, but in the past six months fears of a 
pandemic and panic buying of Tamiflu have sent Gilead's stock to $47 from $35. According to Fortune, that 
has made the Pentagon chief, already one of the wealthiest members of the Bush cabinet, at least $1 million richer. 

Rumsfeld reportedly recused himself from any decisions involving Gilead when he left the biotech firm 
and became Secretary of Defense in early 2001. He also had the Pentagon's general counsel outline what he 
can and cannot be involved in if there is an avian flu pandemic. 

He even considered unloading his shares, but would make so much money from the deal, independent 
counsel told him it was better to hold on to the stock and be public about his recusal rather than risk of being 
accused of trading on insider information. 


Rumsfeld isn't the only Republican heavyweight benefitting from demand for Tamiflu, which is manufactured 
by Swiss pharma giant Roche. Fortune said former Secretary of State George Shultz, who is on Gilead's board, 
has sold more than $7-million worth of Gilead since the beginning of 2005. (Roche gives Gilead a royalty 
equaling about io per cent of sales.) 

But it's Rumsfeld's connection to Tamiflu that has suddenly sent the minds of conspiracy theorists spinning 
out of control. 


If you can concoct reasons to invade another country, why not exaggerate the threat of bird flu on the 
other side of the globe? And it's not just his involvement in the hunt for bogus weapons of mass destruction 
that has raised suspicion among lefties about the sudden push to have Americans dosed with Tamiflu, it's also 
his involvement, more than two decades ago, in the approval of aspartame. And before that, mass vaccination of 
Americans against swine flu. 
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In 1976, a military recruit in New Jersey died from flu that experts thought could be the "swine flu" virus of 
1918 fame. Rumsfeld, who was then Secretary of Defense for interim president Gerald Ford, urged him to 
begin a mass vaccination. The Ford administration quickly produced and distributed large numbers of doses 
of the vaccine. Some batches were contaminated and 52 people died while 600 fell Ш. The program was 
stopped. Nobody got swine flu. 


Then, in the early 1980s, Rumsfeld was the president and CEO of Searle, the company that originally 
owned the patent on aspartame. 


The Food and Drug Administration had blocked its approval for 10 years because of objections from 
numerous researchers and studies that showed aspartame was dangerous, but Rumsfeld was able to use his 
political power to get aspartame approved by the FDA. 


Afterwards, thousands of consumers filed adverse-reaction reports with the FDA blaming aspartame for 
migraine headaches, vision problems, epileptic seizures and other maladies — links the company says have 
never been clinically proven. 


Now that Rumsfeld has been shown to be profiting from bird flu panic, suddenly America's response to bird 
flu, like weapons of mass destruction, and swine flu and aspartame before it, is not just a public health issue but a 
partisan one. 


As Global News Matrix, a left-wing news website, stated last week, "You can't make any real money 
without a boogeyman, and the new 'Bird Flu' hoax is the latest scam used to generate profits for 
pharmaceutical company insiders." 


Dr. Joseph Mercola, a frequent writer on health issues and author of the Total Health Program, wrote 
recently, "Finally, the pieces of the puzzle start to add up," alleging the media, U.S. President George Bush 
and the drug companies are orchestrating a terror campaign to make people buy Tamiflu, or at the very least, get 
the flu vaccine. 

According to a draft of the government's plan to fight a potentially cataclysmic pandemic this new avian 
super-flu could kill nearly two million Americans. Best-case scenario, only 200,000 might die. But there wasn't 
a lot of reporting of that lesser figure. 


Dr. Mercola questioned the assertion, made repeatedly by government officials and media, that the avian 
flu virus can jump from birds to humans and produce a fatal illness in 50 per cent of those infected. 

A 50 per cent fatality rate sounds scary to anybody, he says. But how were these numbers derived? "Did 
they examine everyone who contracted the avian flu and use those numbers or did they examine the sickest of the 
sick who had come down with the avian flu and determine the mortality from there?" Of course, says Dr. 
Mercola, it was the latter. 

"Unless you are a full-time bird handler in a Third World country that has a seriously challenged immune 
system, you probably have a much better chance of winning the lottery than dying from the proposed avian 
flu epidemic," he writes. 

He says research like this would usually be dismissed if there wasn't some hidden motive. The U.S. has 
emerged as one of the world's biggest customers for Tamiflu. In July, the Pentagon ordered $58-million 
worth of the treatment for U.S. troops around the world, and Congress is considering a multi-billion-dollar 
purchase. Roche expects 2005 sales for Tamiflu to be about $1 billion, compared with $258 million in 2004. 


And for what? Will Tamiflu really save the world? 


Were told it's Ше best weapon we have, but it won't prevent flu. 

According to the drug company, when used within two days of contracting the flu — not bird flu, mind 
you — Tamiflu was shown to reduce the severity of symptoms in adult victims by 38 per cent, with a 67 per 
cent reduction in secondary complications such as bronchitis, pneumonia, and sinusitis in otherwise healthy 
patients. The drug also reduces the duration of influenza by 37 per cent. 


Still, the panic-buying goes on. 

The demand was so great, the drug company suspended sales in Canada, while increasing production to get it 
to countries like China, where an out-break is said to be imminent. Who knows if bird flu will eventually kill 
millions of people? 


Panic-purchasing Tamiflu in the meantime, is going to make the Secretary of Defense an even wealthier man. 
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2», NEWS 


Bird flu mutating, Vietnamese study finds 


NBC News, 13 November 2005, 2:20 PM +08 


Scientists in Vietnam, where bird flu has killed 42 people, said the deadly H5N1 influenza virus 
had mutated into a more dangerous form that could breed more effectively in mammals, state media 
reported on Sunday. 


The online newspaper Vnexpress quoted Cao Bao Van, director of the Molecule Biology Department 
of the Pasteur Institute, Vietnam’s center of bird flu research, as saying Ше decoding of 24 samples 
of the virus taken from poultry and humans showed significant antigen variation. 

An antigen is any foreign substance that stimulates the body’s immune system to produce antibodies. 

Van said the study had showed an antigenic shift involving major antigenic changes of the influenza 
surface proteins, the HA and NA molecules. These changes can result in the appearance of pandemic 
viruses. 

Van said the study had also found a mutation of the PB2 gene in a virus sample from a patient in 
Dong Thap, southern Vietnam, who died earlier this year. The mutation allows more effective 


breeding of the virus in mammals. 


The function of the PB2 gene is not completely understood, but scientists believe it codes for an 
enzyme that helps force the host cell’s molecular machinery to make more viruses. 


While the study came to no conclusion on the virus’s ability to move easily between people, it 
said the virus had developed resistance to anti-flu agents Amatadine and Rimantadine. 


Vietnam, where the H5NI virus has hit nine of the country's 64 provinces since returning in early 
October, has recorded 92 cases of human bird flu infection and 42 deaths. 


he Star 


Vietnam study shows bird flu virus mutating 


The Star, 13 November 2005, 12:00 AM MYT 
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Money 


Nelson D. Schwartz 
The Tamiflu Tug of War 


CNN, 14 November 2005 


(FORTUNE Magazine) — A Year Ago Tamiflu Was Known, If at all, as an obscure remedy for 
influenza, which doctors typically treat with bed rest and chicken soup. Today, with panic mounting 
over a potential bird flu pandemic, it's the most sought-after drug in Ше world, as everyone from 
suburban soccer moms in the U.S. to health officials in London and Taipei scramble to stockpile the 
pill. At the moment, it seems, virtually the entire world is on sick-chicken alert. 


"One dead parrot in the U.K. and four dead ducks in Romania does not mean the pandemic has arrived," says William 
Burns, head of the pharmaceutical division of Roche, the Swiss company that manufactures Tamiflu. But the appearance in 
Europe of the Н5М1 strain of bird flu — which has already infected 121 people in Asia, 62 fatally — has set off a stampede 
for the medicine and created a contagion of stock market speculation about Roche and the California biotech firm that first 
developed Tamiflu, Gilead Sciences. Despite worries about Tamiflu's effectiveness, the phenomenon is a reminder of 
just how quickly fear can spawn greed: The potential profit windfall for the drugmakers seems to be growing daily, and 
shares in both Roche and Gilead are surging. 

Among the beneficiaries of the run on Tamiflu is Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld, who was chairman of 
Gilead from 1997 to 2001 and owns at least $5 million of the stock, which has jumped from $35 in April to $47. Former 
Secretary of State George Shultz, who is on Gilead's board, has sold more than $7 million worth of Gilead in 2005. 

As the bird-flu issue heated up earlier this year, according to a senior Pentagon official, Rumsfeld considered unloading 
his entire Gilead stake to avoid any perceived conflict of interest. He sought the advice of the Department of Justice, the 
Securities and Exchange Commission, and the federal Office of Government Ethics. When those agencies didn't offer 
an opinion, Rumsfeld consulted a private securities lawyer, who advised him to hold on to the stock and be vocal about 
his earlier recusal from all matters involving Gilead, rather than sell and run the risk of being accused of insider trading. 
Holding on has paid off--it's made the Pentagon chief, already one of the wealthiest members of the Bush cabinet, at 
least $1 million richer. In late October, Rumsfeld had the Pentagon's general counsel issue instructions on what he could 
and could not do in the event of an epidemic. 

Gilead developed Tamiflu on its own, then licensed it to Roche in 1996 to get help manufacturing and marketing it. 
But Gilead has complained for years that Roche wasn't aggressive on either front. In June, Gilead, which receives 
royalties equal to about 10% of Tamiflu sales, took the unusual step of terminating its licensing agreement with Roche 
and going into arbitration to win back exclusive rights to the drug. 

Roche CEO Franz Humer rejects Gilead's claims that his company neglected Tamiflu. He points out that Roche has 
doubled Tamiflu production since last year, and will double it again next year. What's more, Humer is confident the two 
companies will come up with a compromise that leaves Tamiflu in Roche's hands. The most likely scenario would be 
that Roche simply coughs up more in royalties to Gilead. That prospect has Wall Street very excited. Analyst Sapna 
Srivastava of Morgan Stanley says she's been getting calls from brokers who want to know whether to buy Tamiflu, as 
well as shares of Gilead. "It's suddenly become a stock everyone knows and talks about." 

And interest goes well beyond Wall Street. Already drugstores are finding demand for the drug, well, contagious. 
"We've got doctors getting it for their families, sometimes a double treatment,” says pharmacist Joseph Damin of Spencer 
Pharmacy in Scarsdale, N.Y. In late October, Roche halted delivery of the drug to the U.S. and Canada, to prevent 
hoarding and make sure there's still some Tamiflu left when the normal flu bug arrives this winter. 

While the soccer moms may be going overboard, the people who really should be worrying about the threat seem 
remarkably blasé. Although governments in Europe are buying enough Tamiflu to cover a quarter of their population —and the 
Pentagon has already ordered $58 million worth of Tamiflu for U.S. troops around the world--the U.S. government has 
purchased only 4.3 million doses of Tamiflu and another anti-viral, Glaxo's Relenza, enough for just 1.5% of Americans. 
Despite months of debate about an additional multibillion-dollar purchase, Congress and the White House haven't agreed 
on a final plan. 

Making tons of Tamiflu isn't easy. The drug is derived from the pods of Chinese star anise plants in a yearlong process 
that is expensive and dangerous — at one stage the stuff is highly explosive. "It's not like you press the button in the morning 
and in the afternoon Tamiflu falls out," says Humer. "We don't yet have a firm order from Washington ... words are not 
enough." 
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Ученые: Птичий грипп мутировал в более опасную форму 


РБК, 14 ноября 2005, 05:06 
https://www.rbc.ru/society/14/1 1/2005/5703c5369a7947dde8e0d1d6 


По данным вьетнамских ученых, штамм H5N1 вируса птичьего гриппа мутировал в более 
опасную для человека форму и теперь может передаваться млекопитающими. Сотрудники 
центра по изучению птичьего гриппа при кафедре молекулярной биологии Института им. 
Пастера провели анализ 24 проб вируса, взятых из крови птиц и людей. Согласно результатам 
анализа, у взятых проб была отмечена заметная антигенная мутация, передает Reuters. 


Вместе с тем подчеркивается: исследования еще не доказывают, что вирус начнет легко 
распространяться среди людей. Исследования, проведенные в институте Пастера в Хошимине, 
подтвердили предположение, что вирус типа H5N1 не обязательно должен смешиваться с 
человеческими штаммами вируса гриппа, чтобы вызвать пандемию среди людей. 


Штамм HSN1, представляющий смертельную опасность для человека, впервые был выявлен 
в Гонконге в 1997 г. Тогда птичьим гриппом заболели 18 человек, шестеро из которых умерли. 
Вторая вспышка была зафиксирована в 2003г. в Южной Корее. Оттуда вирус распространился 
в Китай, Вьетнам, Таиланд, Лаос и Индонезию, а затем и в Европу. С Tex пор от птичьего 
гриппа погибли более 60 человек. 


Кстати, по данным властей вспышки вируса уже выявлены в 10 из 64 вьетнамских провинций. 
А в Индонезии только в текущем году зарегистрированы уже 5 случаев заболевания человека 
птичьим гриппом со смертельным исходом. 


Ученые полагают, что в случае возникновения всемирной эпидемии птичьего гриппа 
могут заболеть 20% всего населения планеты, из них не менее 5 млн погибнут. По данным 
Всемирного банка на борьбу с распространением птичьего гриппа в течение ближайших трех 
лет потребуется один миллиард долларов. С такой оценкой выступили недавно представители 
ВБ на международной конференции в Женеве, посвященной проблеме птичьего гриппа. 


98 


2. What happened to the bird flu “Pandemic”? 


James Ridgeway 


Capitalizing on the Flu 
Flu pandemic would spark enough fear to make it a greed pandemic 


The Village Voice, 15 November 2005. 


Washington, D.C. — President Bush's vague plan for coping with a serious outbreak of bird flu 
15 based largely on fear and greed. There 15 no secret about this. He seeks to get people's attention 
by scaring the citizenry with visions of millions of people dying from a pandemic so bad it leads to 
martial law, mass quarantines, restrictions on travel, and so on. He wants to encourage private business 
to meet the crisis by producing more of existing drugs such as Tamiflu to combat a flu plague and 
entice the drug companies to work harder and faster to make a vaccine by ensuring its profitability. 


The answer to a bird flu pandemic is not a passive first-world population riveted to the TV, watching 
one person after another drop dead across the world as sickened birds fly closer and closer and finally 
land in our midst. 


The answer lies in effective communication at all levels among different nations, through their 
medical establishments, scientists, and spotters, so that as soon as sick or dead birds are found, the 
birds in surrounding areas can be culled. This is a job for the World Health Organization, which is 
part of the United Nations, the organization Bush and his ambassador, John Bolton, are determined 
at all costs to wreck. 


While developed countries race to lay in supplies of antiviral drugs, there is little interest in the 
animals themselves and in animal-human interaction where flu can begin and spread. The WHO and 
Food and Agriculture Organization have only 40 veterinarians between them. 

"Reducing human exposure requires education about handling poultry and a fundamental change 
in cultural attitudes towards human-animal interactions and husbandry in many parts of the world," 
writes The Lancet, the British medical journal. 

"In some African countries, people sleep in the same places as poultry. In southeast Asia, 'wet 
markets,' where live poultry are traded and slaughtered on the spot, pose a risk of human transmission. 
And in Central Asia and Eastern Europe, hunting of wild birds may have played a major part in the 
spread of avian influenza." 


Changing the interplay of animals and humans may meet considerable resistance among small 
poultry farmers in poor countries, who face the loss of whole flocks in a mass culling. If farmers are 
offered too little to cull their birds, they won't do it. And if too much money is proffered, "the money 
will be an incentive to deliberately infect their flocks," Milan Brahmbhatt, the World Bank's lead 
economist for East Asia and the Pacific, told The Lancet. 


The overall effect of a pandemic in Asia will be to drive small poultry farmers out of business and 
open the way for U.S.-style industrial chicken farming, with ownership concentrated in the hands of 
a few. Among the major exporters are China and Thailand (Southeast Asia now accounts for about 
a quarter of the world poultry business). Most of their chickens go to Japan. Many countries are 
banning imports from these two nations, and that is running up the price of chickens worldwide and 
promising to up exports from such places as the U.S., Brazil, and the EU. 
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Robber Barons 

A serious effort to stave off a pandemic also means stopping the pharmaceutical companies from 
scaring people to make more money. It is by now well-known that the drug companies provide huge 
sums of cash to politicians — $133 million to federal candidates since 1998, according to the Center 
for Public Integrity, with upwards of $1.5 million going to Bush, the top recipient. The industry operates 
an elaborate lobby in Washington that in 2004 spent $123 million and employed an army of 1,291 
lobbyists, more than half of whom were former federal officials. The industry's sales machine aims 
to bypass doctors with ТУ and other advertising aimed directly at the patient, appealing to his or her 
judgment over that of a physician. 


In the case of making and marketing drugs to combat flu, the results are disastrous. The industry 
claims it can't make flu vaccines because there is no money in it. When asked about last year's flu 
vaccine shortage by CBS's Bob Schieffer, Bush said the industry was fearful of damage suits concocted 
by ambulance-chasing lawyers. He explained the shortage this way: "Bob, we relied upon a company 
out of England to provide about half of the flu vaccines for the United States citizen, and it turned out 
that the vaccine they were producing was contaminated. And so, we took the right action and didn't 
allow contaminated medicine into our country." This was not true. The American inspectors had 
approved flu vaccine shipments from a U.S. producer's British company. It was British inspectors 
who blocked shipment of the questionable vaccine from the American firm. 


With no vaccine in sight, the U.S. government, along with others, is belatedly stocking up on 
Tamiflu, a drug that supposedly offers some defense against bird flu. But last week Japanese newspapers 
told how children who were administered Tamiflu went mad and tried to kill themselves by jumping 
out of windows. In a cautionary statement the FDA noted 12 deaths among children, and said there 
are reports of psychiatric disturbances, including hallucinations, along with heart and lung disorders. 
Roche, the manufacturer, is quoted by the BBC as stating that the rate of deaths and psychiatric 
problems is no higher among those taking its medication than among those with flu. The company 
is increasing Tamiflu production to 300 million doses a year to meet demand. 


Rumsfeld's drug connections 

There are other reasons people are leery of Tamiflu. Given the rip-offs in Iraq and after the 
hurricanes, people are understandably interested in knowing just who is going to get rich off the 
plague. Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld, himself former CEO of drug company Searle, 
currently owns stock in the one company that owns Tamiflu patents — to the tune of at least $18 
million. Rumsfeld says he understands why people might question his holdings, but selling them 
would raise even more questions. So, he is hanging on to what he's got. 


A flu pandemic could mean a reduction in travel. A recent Citicorp report says likely economic 
losers would include airlines (such as British Airways, Lufthansa, and Air France), insurers like AXA, 
and luxury-goods conglomerates such as Richemont. 

The report adds: "Winners could include drug makers such as Gilead Sciences, Roche, 
GlaxoSmithKline, and Sanofi-Aventis. Other possible winners are hospital chains such as Rhoen 
Klinikum, cleaning-products makers such as Henkel, Ecolab, and Clorox, as well as home entertainment 
companies such as Blockbuster and Nintendo." 


In order for the pharmaceutical companies to profit from making flu vaccine in the administration's 
$7.1 billion pandemic flu plan, Bush now is proposing to ban liability suits against them except in cases 
of willful misconduct. As for those injured by a flu vaccine, possible lawsuits remain an open question. 

With a worldwide market estimated at more than $1 billion, there's big money in a flu plague. 
Kimberly-Clark's Chinese subsidiary is already ramping up manufacture of new lines of medical masks, 
wipes, and hand-washing liquids, according to Business Week, with consulting firms Kroll and 
Booz Allen Hamilton selling flu preparedness advice to companies and governments. "Crisis is an 
opportunity as long as you see it first," Pitney Bowes's Christian Crews tells the magazine. 

If all Bush wants to accomplish is to see the drug industry make more money, any fight against 
the flu will be uphill. 
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> Journal of 
A4 @ Experimental 
dae Medicine 


Rachelle Salomon , John Franks, Elena A Govorkova, Natalia A Пуизшпа, 
Hui-Ling Yen, Diane J Hulse-Post, Jennifer Humberd, Michel Trichet, 
Jerold E Rehg, Richard J Webby, Robert G Webster, Erich Hoffmann 


The polymerase complex genes contribute to the high virulence 
of the human H5N1 influenza virus isolate A/Vietnam/1203/04 


J Exp Med. 2006 Mar 20; 203(3): 689-97. Epub 2006 Mar 13. 
doi: 10.1084/jem.20051938. 


H5NI influenza viruses transmitted from poultry to humans in Asia cause high mortality and 
pose a pandemic threat. Viral genes important for cell tropism and replication efficiency must be 
identified to elucidate and target virulence factors. 

We applied reverse genetics to generate Н5М№МІ reassortants combining genes of lethal 
A/Vietnam/1203/04 (VN1203), a fatal human case isolate, and nonlethal A/chicken/Vietnam/C58/04 
(СН58) and tested their pathogenicity in ferrets and mice. 

The viruses' hemagglutinins have six amino acids differences, identical cleavage sites, and avian- 
like alpha-(2,3)-linked receptor specificity. 

Surprisingly, exchanging hemagglutinin and neuraminidase genes did not alter pathogenicity, but 
substituting CH58 polymerase genes completely attenuated VN1203 virulence and reduced viral 
polymerase activity. CH58's NS gene partially attenuated VN1203 in ferrets but not in mice. 

Our findings suggest that for high virulence in mammalian species an avian H5N1 virus with a 
cleavable hemagglutinin requires adaptive changes in polymerase genes to overcome the species 
barrier. Thus, novel antivirals targeting polymerase proteins should be developed. 


nature 


Kyoko Shinya, Masahito Ebina, Shinya Yamada, 
Masao Ono, Noriyuki Kasai, Yoshihiro Kawaoka 


Influenza virus receptors in the human airway 


Nature, 22/23 March 2006, 440 (7083): 435-436 
https://doi.org/10.1038/440435a 


Although more than 100 people have been infected by H5N1 influenza A viruses, human-to-human 
transmission is rarel. What are the molecular barriers limiting human-to-human transmission? 

Here we demonstrate an anatomical difference in the distribution in the human airway of the 
different binding molecules preferred by the avian and human influenza viruses. 

The respective molecules are sialic acid linked to galactose by an a-2,3 linkage (SAa2,3Gal) and 
by an a-2,6 linkage (SAa2,6Gal)2. 

Our findings may provide a rational explanation for why H5N1 viruses at present rarely infect 
and spread between humans although they can replicate efficiently in the lungs. 
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The Washington Post 


David Brown 
Researchers Shed More Light on Bird Flu 


The Washington Post, 23 March 2006 


Two research teams have independently discovered explanations for the chief features of the 
H5NI bird flu virus — its difficulty infecting humans, and the deadly effects when it does. 


Unlike influenza viruses that are passed easily between people, Н5М1 has a hard time attaching 
to cells in the nose, throat and upper airways. But it readily attaches to cells deep in the lungs. 


This suggests that people need close and heavy exposure to Ше H5N1 virus for it to get into the 
lungs. But once it takes hold, it causes extensive damage to the machinery of respiration — the cells 
and air spaces where oxygen is exchanged for carbon dioxide. 


That scenario mimics the clinical experience of many of the 184 human cases of bird flu that 
have been officially recorded since late 2003. More than half have been fatal. 


"This is information that we need to know — fundamental and exciting," said Robert G. Webster, 
a leading flu virologist at St. Jude Children's Research Hospital in Memphis. He was not a member 
of either of the research groups, one of which published its results in yesterday's issue of the journal 
Nature, and the other online in Science. 


Influenza infection occurs through a series of steps, with a key early one involving hemagglutinin, 
a protein that coats the virus's outer envelope. That protein attaches to sugar molecules that lie on 
the surface of many cells. 


Virologists have known for years that human flu viruses attach through a sugar "linkage" designated 
alpha 2,6. The vast family of avian flu viruses favors a linkage with a different shape, designated 
alpha 2,3. 


A research team led by Kyoko Shinya at the University of Wisconsin and the University of Tokyo 
looked at what cells in the human respiratory tract contain which linkage. They found that alpha 2,6 
— the receptor for human flu — predominated in the nose and down the airways to the microscopic 
passageways that lead to the air sacs, or alveoli. At that point, cells with the alpha 2,3 linkage — the 
receptor for bird viruses — become common. Human viruses attached to the upper airways, while 
avian viruses attached to cells deep in the lungs. 


The Japanese researchers, who published their findings in Nature, also tested an H5N1 virus taken 
from a person who died of bird flu in Hong Kong in 2003. That microbe's hemagglutinin recognized 
both the human and bird linkages, and it attached to cells from nose to lung. Most H5N1 samples 
isolated from people do not generally follow that pattern. The ability to bind to alpha 2,6 human 
receptors is one of several features that would have to become dominant for the H5N1 virus to 
become easily transmitted from human to human. 
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In the other paper, Thijs Kuiken and colleagues at Erasmus Medical Center in the Netherlands 
ехрозед Н5М1 to blocks of tissue taken from all along the respiratory tree. They found Ше bird virus 
attached predominantly to cells at the entrance to the air sacs and in them, as well as to immune- 
system cells called alveolar macrophages that patrol the area. 


This same pattern was seen in cats and ferrets. (Ferrets have traditionally been considered the 
species whose flu infections most closely mimic those of humans.) In mice, however, the pattern 
was reversed. H5N1 attached best to cells in Ше windpipe, not the lung — suggesting mice are not 
the best animal model for research on this strain. 


In many of the fatal H5N1 infections, people's lungs were filled with fluid, the result of an out-of- 


control inflammatory reaction. Kuiken speculated that bird flu's affinity for macrophages — which 
can release inflammatory chemicals — may be part of the reason. 
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The Washington Post 


Marc Siegel 
A Pandemic of Fear 


The Washington Post, 26 March 2006 


Fear is a deeply rooted emotion — one that can serve as a lifesaving response to imminent danger. 
But because we humans often magnify risk, fear can also cause us to overreact to remote threats, 
such as bird flu. 


According to a significant study published in the prestigious British journal Nature recently, the 
H5NI bird flu virus is at least two large mutations and two small mutations away from being the 
next human pandemic virus. This virus attaches deep in the lungs of birds but cannot adhere to the 
upper respiratory tract of humans. Since we can't transmit the virus to each other, й poses little 
immediate threat to us. 


So why did the "flu hunter,” world-renowned Tennessee virologist Robert Webster, say of bird 
flu on ABC that there are "about even odds at this time for the virus to learn how to transmit human 
to human," and that "society just can't accept the idea that 50 percent of the population could die . . . 
I'm sorry if I'm making people a little frightened, but I feel it's my role." 


I'm sorry, Dr. Webster, but your role is to track influenza in the test tube, not to enter into broad 
speculation on national television. By your way of thinking, we should all be either building an 
escape rocket ship or killing every bird we see before it can kill us. 


Fear causes the public to blur the distinction between birds and people, and so, as the H5N1 virus 
infects flocks of birds in Pakistan and Israel, nightly news watchers track the path to the United 
States. The poultry industry cringes as migratory birds that may be carrying HSN1 make their way 
closer to the northern shores of North America. 


But though this bird flu appears to be quite deadly in many species of birds, killing 10 out of 10 
chick embryos in test-tube conditions, we humans are a different matter. In 1997 in Hong Kong, for 
example, where there were 18 human cases of bird flu and six deaths, thousands of people were 
screened, and 16 percent developed antibodies but never got sick. There appears to be a spectrum of 
disease in humans, not nearly as deadly as many media reports have supposed. 


Even if the H5N1 virus does mutate enough to spread easily among the upper breathing tracts of 
humans, there are multiple scenarios in which it would not cause the next massive pandemic. In fact, 
the Spanish flu of 1918 made the jump to humans before killing a large number of birds. Not only do 
we have vaccinations, antibiotics, antiviral drugs, public information networks, steroids and heart 
treatments that were lacking in 1918 to treat victims of the flu; in addition, the growing worldwide 
immunity to H5N1 may lessen the outbreak in humans even if the dreaded mutation does occur. 
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Even as the virus spreads in birds, the chances of a mutation occurring over time appear to be 
less likely. For every doomsayer who declares that "it's not a matter of if, but when," there is a sober 
scientist who says that H5N1 may well dead-end in animals and not be the next pandemic virus. 


If H5NI spreads in pigs (a soup of viruses) and exchanges genetic material with another human 
flu virus before passing to humans, the result is likely to be far less deadly. The swine flu fiasco of 
1976 is an example of the damage that can be done by fear of a mutated virus that never quite lives 
up to 1918 expectations. About 1,000 cases of ascending paralysis occurred from a rushed vaccine 
given to more than 40 million people in response to a feared pandemic that never arrived. 


Even the word "pandemic" scares us unnecessarily. The word simply means a new strain of a 
virus appearing in several areas of the world at one time and causing illness. The last flu pandemic, 
in 1968, killed 33,800 Americans -- slightly less than the number who usually die here of the flu in 
an average year. We certainly don't need to think in end-of-the world terms for that kind of 
pandemic. 


Cooking a chicken or turkey kills any influenza virus 100 percent of the time, yet the fear of 
HSN1 bird flu is already so rampant in Europe that poultry consumption is down 70 percent in Italy 
and 20 percent in France. In Britain people are giving away their parrots after a single parrot got the 
disease, and in Germany a cat died of H5N1 and the public was told to keep cats indoors. Forty-six 
countries outside the European Union banned French poultry exports after a single flock of turkeys 
was found to be infected. France, fourth in the world in poultry exports, is already hemorrhaging 
more than $40 million a month. 


In this country I have heard from more than one farmer and several poultry companies that the 
price of poultry has already dropped 50 percent in some places. Imagine what will happen if a bird 
in the United States gets H5NI bird flu. Our fear is growing at such a rate that our own poultry 
industry, No. 1 in the world, is likely to be destroyed. We are already petrified by fear of mad cow 
disease, another case where a species barrier protects us. 


Flu changes its shape and size and is a killer worthy of respect and attention. But the most 
contagious virus among humans is our fear. 
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Ehe New Dork Times 


Denise Grady, Gina Kolata 
How Serious Is the Risk of Avian Flu? 


The New York Times, 27 March 2006 


Over the last year, it has been impossible to watch TV or read a newspaper without encountering 
dire reports about bird flu and the possibility of a pandemic, a worldwide epidemic. First Asia, then 
Europe, now Africa: like enemy troops moving into place for an attack, the bird flu virus known as 
A(HSNI) has been steadily advancing. The latest country to report human cases is Azerbaijan, where 
five of seven people have died. The virus has not reached the Americas, but it seems only a matter 
of time before it turns up in birds here. 


Even so, a human pandemic caused by A(H5NI) is by no means inevitable. Many researchers 
doubt it will ever happen. The virus does not infect people easily, and those who do contract it almost 
never spread it to other humans. Bird flu is what the name implies: mostly an avian disease. It has 
infected tens of millions of birds but fewer than 200 people, and nearly all of them have caught it 
from birds. 


But when A(H5NI) does get into people, it can be deadly. It has killed more than half of its known 
human victims — an extraordinarily high rate. Equally alarming is that many who died were healthy, 
not the frail or sickly types of patients usually thought to be at risk of death from influenza. 


The apparent lethality of A(H5NI), combined with its inexorable spread, are what have made 
scientists take it seriously. Concern also heightened with the recent discovery that the 1918 flu 
pandemic was apparently caused by a bird flu that jumped directly into humans. 


In addition, A(H5NI) belongs to a group of influenza viruses known as Туре А, which are the 
only ones that have caused pandemics. All those viruses were originally bird flus. And given the 
timing of the past pandemics — 1918, 1957, 1968 — some researchers think the world is overdue for 
another. It could be any Type A, but right now (А)Н5МІ is the most obvious. 


The virus lacks just one trait that could turn it into a pandemic: transmissibility, the ability to 
spread easily from person to person. If the virus acquires that ability, a pandemic could erupt. 


Everything hangs on transmissibility. But it is impossible to predict whether A(H5NI) will become 
contagious among people. The virus has been changing genetically, and researchers fear that changes 
could make it more transmissible, or that ACH5N1) could mix with a human flu virus in a person, 
swap genetic material and come out contagious. 


But most bird flu viruses do not jump species to people. Some experts say that since A(H5N1) 
has been around for at least 10 years and the shift has not occurred, it is unlikely to happen. Others 
refuse to take that bet. 


But most bird flu viruses do not jump species to people. Some experts say that since A(HSN1) 
has been around for at least 10 years and theshift has not occurred, it is unlikely to happen.Others 
refuse to take that bet. 
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The A(H5NI) strains circulating now are quite different from the A(H5NI) strain detected in Hong 
Kong in 1997, which killed 6 of 18 human victims. Over time, A(H5NI) seems to have developed the 
ability to infect more and more species of birds, and has found its way into mammals — specifically, 
cats that have eaten infected birds. 


The actual number of human cases may well exceed the number that have been reported, and may 
include mild cases from which victims recovered without even seeing a doctor. If that's true, the real 
death rate could be lower. But no one knows whether mild cases occur, or whether some people are 
immune to Ше virus and never get sick at all. 


In the absence of more information, health officials must act on what they see — an illness that 
apparently kills half its victims. 


Q. How will we know if the virus starts spreading from person to person and becomes a 
pandemic? 


A. If there is a pandemic, it would be everywhere,not in just one city or one country. To detect 
such an event as early as possible there is an international surveillance system, involving more than 
150 countries, that searches for signs that a new flu strain is taking hold in humans.One hallmark of 
a pandemic flu would be an unusual pattern of illnesses —— lots of cases, possibly cases that are 
more severe than normaland, possibly, flu infections outside the normal flu season. 


Ordinary human flu viruses, for reasons that are not entirely understood, circulate only in winter. 
But pandemics can occur at any time. A pandemic would also involve a flu virus that was new to 
humans, meaning that no one would have immunity from previous infections. 


Q. If bird flu reaches the United States,where is it likely to show up first? 


A. Although health officials expect bird flu to reach the United States, it is impossible to predict 
where it may show up first, in part because there are several routes it could take.If it is carried by 
migrating birds, then it may appear first in Alaska or elsewhere along theWest Coast. 


But if the virus lurks in a bird being smuggled into the United States as part of the illegal trade in 
exotic birds, it could land in any international airport. Bird smuggling is a genuine problem:in 2004, 
a man was caught at an airport in Belgium Illegally transporting eagles from Thailand,stuffed into 
tubes in his carry-on luggage.The birds turned out to be infected withA(H3N1), and they and 
several hundred other birds in a quarantine area at the airport had to be destroyed. 


In theory, an infected human could also bring bird flu into the United States, and that person 
could fly into just about any international airport and go unnoticed if the virus had yet to produce 
any symptoms. 


Q. Does bird flu affect all birds? 


A. No one knows the full story. Scientists say A(H5NI) is unusual because it can infectand kill a 
wide variety of birds, unlike a vast majority of bird flus, which are usually found in wild birds, not 
domestic fowl, and which cause few symptoms. 


Some researchers suspect that wild ducks, or perhaps other wild birds, are impervious to A(H5NI), 
and may be the Typhoid Marys of bird flu — getting the virus, spreading it to other birds but never 
becoming ill themselves. No one has good evidence of this yet, but that may be because the way 
scientists discovered A(H5N1)infections was by finding birds that had gotten the flu and died. 


As virologists like to point out, dead birds don't fly. So migratory birds cannot spread the virus if 
they are dying shortly after being infected. That is why some researchers say that if wild birds are 
spreading the A(H5N1) virus, it must be a bird species that can be infected but does not become ill. 
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Q. When people die from avian flu contracted from birds, what kills them? 


A. Like victims of severe pneumonia, many patients die because their lungs give out. The disease 
usually starts with a fever, fatigue,headache and aches and pains, like a typical case of the flu. But 
within a few days it can turn into pneumonia, and the patients' lungs are damaged and fill with fluid. 


In a few cases, children infected with А(Н5М1) died of encephalitis, apparently because the virus 
attacked the brain. A number of people have also had severe diarrhea — not usually a flu symptom — 
meaning that this virus may attack the intestines as well. Studies in cats suggest that in mammals 
the virus attacks other organs, too, including the heart, liver and adrenal glands. 


But more detailed information about deaths in people is not available because very few autopsies 
have been done. In some countries, like Vietnam, where many of the deaths occurred,autopsies are 
frowned upon. Researchers say they may glean useful information from autopsies,but fear that 
pressing for them would alienate the public in some areas. 


Q. ИТ got bird flu, how would I know? 


A. There is no reason to suspect the disease unless you may have been exposed to it.Since the 
virus has not reached North America,doctors do not look for bird flu in people unless they have 
traveled to affected regions or have been exposed to sick or dead birds. 


The early stages of the illness in people are the same as those of ordinary flu: fever, headache, 
fatigue, aches and pains. But within a few days, people with bird flu often start getting worse instead 
of better; difficulty breathing is what takes many to the hospital. 


In any case, patients with flu like symptoms that turn severe or involve breathing trouble are in 
urgent need of medical care. 


Q. Can I be tested for avian flu? 


A. There is no rapid test for bird flu. There is a rapid test for Type A influenza viruses, the group 
that А(Н5М1) belongs to, but the test is only moderately reliable, and it is not specific for A(H5NI). 


State health departments and some research laboratories can perform genetic testing for A(H5N 1) 
and give results within a few hours,but they do not have the capacity to perform wide spread testing. 


Because of the limited availability of testing and the extremely low probability of A(H5N1) in 
people in the United States, the test is recommended only for patients strongly suspected of having 
bird flu, like travelers with flu like symptoms who were exposed to infected birds. 


Q. Do any medicines treat or prevent bird flu? 


A. Two prescription drugs, Tamiflu and Relenza,may reduce the severity of the disease if they 
are taken within a day or two after the symptoms begin. But Relenza, a powder that must be inhaled, 
can irritate the lungs and is not recommended for people with asthma or other chronic lung diseases. 


Both drugs work by blocking an enzyme — neuraminidase, the "N" part of A(H5NI) — that the 
virus needs to escape from one cell to infect another. But just how effective these medicines are 
against A(H5NI) is not known, nor is it clear whether the usual doses are enough. Also unknown is 
whether the drugs will help if taken later in the course of the disease.Although government laboratories 
and other research groups are trying to develop vaccines to prevent A(H5NI) disease in people, 
none are available yet. 


Q. If there is an epidemic of flu in humans, how can I protect myself? 


A. If there is a vaccine available, that would be the best option. But if there is no vaccine it maybe 
hard to avoid being infected. Flu pandemics spread quickly, even to isolated regions. The 1918 flu 
reached Alaskan villages where the only way visitors could arrive was by dog sled. 
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The vaccines produced every year to prevent seasonal flu are unlikely to be of any use in warding 
off a pandemic strain. But a flu shot could provide at least some peace of mind, by preventing the 
false alarm that could come from catching a case of garden- variety flu. 


Similarly, people over 65 and others with chronic health problems should consult their doctors 
about whether they should be vaccinated against pneumococcal pneumonia, a dangerous illness that 
can set in on top of the flu. Again,that vaccine will not stop bird flu, but it may prevent complications. 


Some health officials have recommended stockpiling two to three months — worth of food,fuel 
and water in case a pandemic interferes with food distribution or staffing levels at public utilities, or 
people are advised to stay home. 


Many health experts have advised against stockpiling Tamiflu or Relenza, the prescription — only 
antiviral drugs that may work against bird flu. Doctors say the drugs are in short supply and hoarding 
may keep them out of reach of people who genuinely need them. 


Also, they say, self-prescribing may lead to waste of the drugs or misuses that spur the growth of 
drug-resistant viruses. But people may not trust the government to distribute these drugs, and may 
want their own supplies.Doctors say people can take precautions like avoiding crowds, washing their 
hands frequently and staying away from those who are sick. Masks may help, but only if they are a 
type called N-95, which has to be carefully fitted. So far, masks and gloves have been recommended 
only for people taking care of sick patients. 


Avoiding the Ни can be hard because it 15 not always possible to spot carriers. Many people get 
and spread flu viruses and but never know they are infected. 


О. Is the government prepared for a bird flu pandemic? 


A. No. The nation does not have an approved flu vaccine for people or enough antiviral drugs or 
respirators for all who would need them. Thebest protection in any flu pandemic will come from a 
vaccine, but scientists cannot tell ahead of time what strain the vaccine should protect against. 


Efforts are under way to make a vaccine for A(H5NI). But the virus could mutate in a way that 
makes experimental vaccines ineffective,requiring more than one vaccine. 


Moreover, there is no assurance that the next pandemic will even involve A(HSN1). It may involve 
a different strain of bird flu, and an A(H5NI) vaccine would not work for it. Recent efforts to develop 
a sort of universal flu vaccine that would work across strains have failed. 


For now, the hope is to spot a pandemic early and quickly make a vaccine. Investigators are 
developing new and better ways to make vaccines — a bird flu, for example, cannot be grown in 
fertilized eggs like other flu viruses because it kills the chicken embryos — but these new methods 
must first be approved by the Food and Drug Administration. 


Preparations also include government plans to stockpile drugs to protect people who were exposed 
to the flu and to reduce the severity of the disease in those who are ill. But the one antiviral drug that 
everyone wants to buy and stockpile, Oseltamivir, also sold by Roche as Tamiflu,is in short supply. 


In retrospect, scientists say, maybe the nation should have started preparing sooner. But until the 
current bird flu appeared, there was little interest in such expensive and extensive preparations. 


Q. If bird flu reaches the United States,will it be safe to eat poultry or to be around birds or 
other animals? 


A. Poultry is safe to eat when it is cooked thoroughly,meaning that the meat is no longer pink and 
has reached a temperature of 180 degrees Fahrenheit. The risk is not from cooked meat — cooking 
kills viruses. Instead, it is from infected birds that are still alive or have recently died.So the person 
who killed an infected chicken,butchered it or put it in the pot would be at greater risk than the one 
who ate it. 
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It's not clear how long the virus lives on a dead bird, but it is unlikely to survive more than a couple 
of days. And it seems unlikely that infected chicken will find its way to supermarkets. 


If the bird flu strikes poultry farms, the farmers will know there is a problem. Before they die, the 
birds develop major hemorrhages, with blood streaming from their cloacas and beaks. When the flu 
gets to a poultry farm,farmers have to destroy their flocks, and poulterer risk than the one who ate it. 


As for contact with healthy birds or animals,there is no need to panic. The A(H5NI) virus is a 
nasty one. If chickens or other animals became infected they would get sick and die, and you would 
know the virus was present. 


But animals can carry many diseases besides influenza, and whenever you are around animals it 15 
a good idea to wash your hands afterward.Because cats in Europe have caught A(H5N1), apparently 
from eating infected birds, health officials there advise keeping pet cats indoors, but no such recom- 
mendation has been made in the United States. 


For now, officials at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention say it is safe to have bird 
feeders, and they note that even if the virus does arrive here, the kinds of birds that perch at feeders 
are far less likely to carry A(H5N1)than are aquatic birds like ducks and geese. 


О. Is it safe to buy imported feather pillows, down coats or comforters and clothing or 
jewelry with feathers? 


A. Imported feathers may not be safe. There is a risk to handling products made with feathers from 
countries with outbreaks of bird flu, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
Feathers from those countries are banned in the United States unless they have been processed to 
destroy viruses 
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TEXTARCHIVE 


Chikungunya or Avian Influenza pandemic unlikely, says expert 


Virus Weekly, May 2, 2006, p. 23 / Science Letter, 2006, p.196 


At a recent seminar, Professor Marc van Ranst of the University of Leuven claimed that a pandemic 
from Bird Flu or Chikungunya is unlikely. 


The COST Office in Brussels organized a seminar on Bird Flu and Chikungunya, both viral 
infections of different kinds. Professor Marc van Ranst, the leading expert in this field from the 
University of Leuven informed the seminar about these two diseases and the actual risks that they 
represent for human beings. 


Prof. van Ranst's presentation showed that currently there is little risk for Europe regarding the 
Chikungunya virus (a tropical disease transferred by a particular species of mosquitoes). However, 
on the island of La Reunion a high percentage of the population is affected. 


In Europe some cases have been reported, affecting tourists coming back from their holiday on 
the Islands in the Indian Ocean. Prof. van Ranst concluded that there is practically no probability 
that the Chikungunya virus will be spread in Europe, because of the absence of the vector species. 


The Bird Flu virus has already been recorded in Europe. Many people are afraid of an influenza 
pandemic such as that of 1918 in which more than 20 million people died. Prof. van Ranst clarified 
"the Bird Flu isn't something extraordinary and has existed for a long time already." 


Until now there is no evidence of a pandemic and the Bird Flu virus can only be transferred from 
an infected bird to a human being by very close contact. The transfer from human being to human 


being is practically impossible. 


Prof. van Ranst concluded his report stating that currently there are other diseases we should be 
much more concerned about, such as HIV, malaria and tuberculosis. 


Tens of millions of people die due to these diseases every year - a fact neglected by the public in 
general and not reflected in adequate research efforts in particular. 
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EY INDEPENDENT 


Geoffrey Lean, Jonathan Owen 
Donald Rumsfeld Makes $5M Killing on Bird Flu Drug 


Independent (London), 12 March 2006, 01:00, p. 46 


Donald Rumsfeld has made a killing out of bird flu. The US Defence Secretary has made more 
than $5m (£2.9m) in capital gains from selling shares in the biotechnology firm that discovered and 
developed Tamiflu, the drug being bought in massive amounts by Governments to treat a possible 
human pandemic of the disease. 

More than 60 countries have so far ordered large stocks of the antiviral medication — the only oral 
medicine believed to be effective against the deadly H5N1 strain of the disease — to try to protect their 
people. The United Nations estimates that a pandemic could kill 150 million people worldwide. 

Britain is about halfway through receiving an order of 14.6 million courses of the drug, which 
the Government hopes will avert some of the 700,000 deaths that might be expected. Tamiflu does 
not cure the disease, but if taken soon after symptoms appear it can reduce its severity. 

The drug was developed by a Californian biotech company, Gilead Sciences. It is now made and 
sold by the giant chemical company Roche, which pays it a royalty on every tablet sold, currently 
about a fifth of its price. 

Mr Rumsfeld was on the board of Gilead from 1988 to 2001, and was its chairman from 1997. 
He then left to join the Bush administration, but retained a huge shareholding. 

The firm made a loss in 2003, the year before concern about bird flu started. Then revenues from 
Tamiflu almost quadrupled, to $44.6m, helping put the company well into the black. Sales almost 
quadrupled again, to $161.6m last year. During this time the share price trebled. 

Mr Rumsfeld sold some of his Gilead shares in 2004 reaping - according to the financial disclosure 
report he is required to make each year - capital gains of more than $5m. The report showed that he 
still had up to $25m-worth of shares at the end of 2004, and at least one analyst believes his stake has 
grown well beyond that figure, as the share price has soared. Further details are not likely to become 
known, however, until Mr Rumsfeld makes his next disclosure in May. 

The 2005 report showed that, in all, he owned shares worth up to $95.9m, from which he got an 
income of up to $13m, owned land worth up to $17m, and made $1m from renting it out. 

He also had illiquid investments worth up to $8.1m, including in partnerships investing in bio- 
technology, issuing reproductions of paintings, and operating art galleries in New Mexico and 
Wyoming. He also has life insurance with a surrender value of up to $5m, and received up to $1m 
from the DHR Foundation, in which he has assets worth up to $25m, and $773,743 from the Donald 
H Rumsfeld Trust, in which he has assets of up to $50m. 

Late last week no one at Gilead Sciences was available to comment оп Mr Rumsfeld's sale of its 
stock. In a statement to The Independent on Sunday the Pentagon said: "Secretary Rumsfeld has no 
relationship with Gilead Sciences, Inc beyond his investments in the company. When he became 
Secretary of Defence in January 2001, divestiture of his investment in Gilead was not required by 
the Senate Armed Services Committee, the Office of Government Ethics or the Department of Defence 
Standards of Conduct Office. 

"Upon taking office, he recused himself from participating in any particular matter when the matter 
would directly and predictably affect his financial interest in Gilead Sciences." 
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S 


Barbara Mikkelson 


Tamiflu and Donald Rumsfeld 
Does Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld own Tamiflu stock? 


Snopes, 6 May 2006 


Claim: U.S. Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld owns stock in the company that makes Tamiflu. 


"Bird Flu" Do you know that 'bird flu' was discovered in Vietnam 9 years ago? Do you know 
that barely 100 people have died in the whole world in all that time? Do you know that it was the 
Americans who alerted us to the efficacy of the human antiviral Tamiflu as a preventative? Do you 
know that Tamiflu barely alleviates some symptoms of the common flu? Do you know that its efficacy 
against the common flu is questioned by a great part of the scientific community? Do you know that 
against a supposed mutant virus such as H5NI, Tamiflu barely alleviates the illness? Do you know 
that to date Avian Flu affects birds only? Do you know who markets Tamiflu? Roche Laboratories. 
Do you know who bought the patent for Tamiflu from Roche Laboratories in 1996? Gilead Sciences 
Inc. Do you know who was the then president of Gilead Sciences Inc. and remains a major shareholder? 
Donald Rumsfeld, the present Secretary of Defence of the USA. Do you know that the base of 
Tamiflu is crushed aniseed? Do you know who controls 90% of the world's production of this tree? 
Roche. Do you know that sales of Tamiflu were over $254 million in 2004 and more than $1000 
million in 2005? Do you know how many more millions Roche can earn in the coming months if 
the business of fear continues? 


So, the summary of the story is as follows: Bush's friends decide that the medicine Tamiflu is the 
solution for a pandemic that has not yet occurred and that has caused a hundred deaths worldwide in 
9 years. This medicine doesn't so much as cure the common flu. In normal conditions the virus does 
not affect humans. Rumsfeld sells the patent for Tamiflu U to ROCHE for which they pay him a fortune. 
Roche acquires 90% of the global production of crushed aniseed, the base for the antivirus. The 
governments of the entire world threaten a pandemic and then buy industrial quantities of the product 
from Roche. So, we end up paying for medicine while Rumsfeld, Cheney and Bush do the business. 


Are we crazy? Or are we idiots? At least pass this on so that it can be known! 


Origins: This particular e-mail first came to us in April 2006. As to its claims, rather than take 
them in order, we'll examine them in two parts: whether the U.S. Secretary of Defense owns stock 
in the company that produces Tamiflu, and whether Tamiflu is effective against influenza. 


As to the first, it is true Donald Rumsfeld does indeed have stock holdings in Gilead Sciences, 
Inc., the California biotech company that developed Tamiflu (a product now manufactured and sold 
by the pharmaceutical giant Roche), and so he benefits financially from increases in that company's 
stock price. (Gilead receives a royalty from Roche equal to about 10% of sales.) Rumsfeld was a 
member of Gilead's board of directors between 1988 and 2001, and he was its chairman from 1997 
until he joined President George W. Bush's cabinet as Secretary of Defense in 2001. According to 
federal financial disclosures filed by Rumsfeld, he has Gilead stock holdings valued at between $5 
million and $25 million. 


113 


2. What happened to the bird flu “Pandemic”? 


The Secretary of Defense is not the only politically-connected person to have ties to Gilead. 
Former Secretary of State George Shultz, who is on Gilead's board, has sold more than $7 million 
worth of Gilead stock since the beginning of 2005. Another Gilead board member is the wife of 
former California governor Pete Wilson. 

Rumsfeld is in a "damned if you do, damned if you don't" position because of his stock holdings, 
even though he apparently has no say in what Gilead does (he's no longer on its board) and has removed 
himself from being part of governmental decisions that affect it (he's recused himself). In a statement 
to The Independent in March 2006, the Pentagon said: "Secretary Rumsfeld has no relationship with 
Gilead Sciences, Inc. beyond his investments in the company. When he became Secretary of Defense 
in January 2001, divestiture of his investment in Gilead was not required by the Senate Armed Services 
Committee, the Office of Government Ethics or the Department of Defense Standards of Conduct 
Office. Upon taking office, he recused himself from participating in any particular matter when the 
matter would directly and predictably affect his financial interest in Gilead Sciences." 

If Rumsfeld holds onto his stock and its share price rises (which one would expect it to do if an 
avian flu pandemic becomes a reality, or if concerns about such a pandemic continue to grow), he 
will be seen to be profiting mightily from sales of a product the U.S. government has been buying in 
large quantities. If he sells his stock and so divests himself of further interest in Tamiflu sales, he 
will be accused of locking up profits from the rise in share price that has already occurred. (In 2001, 
shares of Gilead Sciences, Inc. traded in a range between $6.64 and $17.93. Between January and 
April 2006, its price range has been $53.00 to $65.62.) 


As to the second aspect of the e-mail, whether Tamiflu is effective against influenza (especially 
the specific H5N1 strain now referred to as avian or bird flu), the e-mail's dismissive "This medicine 
doesn't so much as cure the common flu" is misleading in that Tamiflu isn't meant to be a flu cure. 
Positioning the drug as a medicine that flopped obscures that fact. 

Tamiflu does not cure the flu, but if taken soon after symptoms appear, Tamiflu can reduce the 
flu's severity. As to how well it's going to match up against bird flu, that is not yet known and indeed 
it may well not be knowable until the time comes. However, it is anticipated Tamiflu will have at 
least some effect against bird flu, and with that in mind, more than 60 countries (including the U.S.) 
have so far ordered large stocks of it. Such stockpiling is likely going to appear highly prudent if the 
bird flu pandemic, a worldwide medical disaster the United Nations estimates could kill 150 million 
people, does materialize. 

Influenza is not a straightforward disease, as it is constantly mutating. While media attention has 
now conditioned us to regard "bird flu" as a particular entity, in truth there are many forms of "bird 
flu." The one now the focus of so much concern, the H5NI strain, was first noted in Asian birds in 
1997. That first year, 18 people in Hong Kong were diagnosed with the contagion, 6 of whom died. 
Since 1997, there have been approximately 206 known human cases bird flu (of which 114 died), 
but as the CDC points out: "It is possible that the only cases currently being reported are those in 
Ше most severely ill people, and that the full range of illness caused by Ше H5N1 virus has not yet 
been defined." 


Viewed from one angle (114 deaths over the course of nine years), avian flu is not worth being much 
concerned about. But viewed from a more informed standpoint about the nature of influenza, there may 
indeed be great cause for alarm. Influenza can jump species and move from birds (and other animals, 
such as pigs) into humans. During the process of that move — and afterwards, as one person infects 
another — the virus changes form. What at one moment can be a containable and well-understood virus 
can in the space of hours or days become almost an entirely new virus. For this reason, flus are hard to 
combat: they change as they are passed along, staying well ahead of science's attempts to contain them. 


Most strains of flu are not deadly to humans, save for members of groups especially at risk to all 
forms of contagion (e.g. the very young, the very old, and the infirm of all ages). Bird flu, however, 
is a killer, and if it jumps species and mutates on the fly into a form that humans can easily pass to 
each other, it could take the lives of millions in the space of weeks, ultimately making the United 
Nations' projected death toll of 150 million worldwide look like wishful thinking. 
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CIDRAP 


Tamiflu may pose risk of mental side effects 


CIDRAP, 14 November 2006 


Nov 14, 2006 (CIDRAP News) — Mainly on the basis of reports from Japan, drug manufacturer 
Roche and US regulators are warning that influenza patients treated with oseltamivir (Tamiflu) may 
have an increased risk of self-injury and delirium. 


"People with the flu, particularly children, may be at increased risk of self-injury and confusion 
shortly after taking Tamiflu and should be closely monitored for signs of unusual behavior," says a 
warning that Roche has added to its official product information, according to a company letter 
posted on the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) Web site. 


Oseltamivir, a neuraminidase inhibitor, is used both to prevent and to treat flu and is regarded as 
the best available drug for dealing with a potential pandemic strain of flu. The United States and 
many other countries are stockpiling it because of the pandemic threat. 


The warning follows an FDA review of 103 reports of neuropsychiatric adverse events associated 
with oseltamivir use between Aug 29, 2005, and Jul 6, 2006, of which 95 came from Japan. That 
compares with 126 such adverse events reported between 1999 and August 2005. About two thirds 
of the problems were in children and youth (younger than 17 years). 


A report by the FDA's Center for Drug Evaluation and Research says the adverse events included 
three fatal falls — one in a 14-year-old boy who apparently fell to his death from a condominium 
balcony and two in men. Most of the events (60 of 103) were described as delirium with disturbed 
behavior. Other problems included "suicidal events," panic attacks, delusions, convulsions, depressed 
consciousness, and loss of consciousness. 


The FDA and Roche both say the contribution of the drug to the adverse events is not known. The 
FDA report says influenza by itself can lead to neuropsychiatric disorders, but many of the problems 
reported, especially delirium and suicide attempts, were not typical of those associated with flu alone. 


Citing factors that seem to implicate oseltamivir in the events, the FDA said most of the problems 
occurred within a day after the start of treatment, and in many cases the physician suspected the drug 
was the cause. In addition, many of the patients recovered quickly after they stopped taking oseltamivir. 


"It is still unclear whether these neuropsychiatric events are drug-related only, disease manifestations 
alone, or a combination" of the two, the report states. 


The analysis notes that oseltamivir is used much more widely in Japan, with 24.5 million 
prescriptions from 2001 thorugh 2005, than in the United States, with 6.5 million prescriptions in 
the same period. In Japan the product information already includes a warning about possible 
psychoneurological problems. 


The FDA report expresses concern that if oseltamivir use in the United States increases to the 
levels seen in Japan, the number of adverse events will increase as well. "Therefore, it would be 
prudent to update the U.S. labeling to be similar in scope with the current Japanese labeling," it says. 
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The Japanese origin of most of the adverse event reports might suggest that the problems are 
related to genetic characteristics common in Japan, the FDA analysis says. But given the much 
greater use of the drug in Japan and the possibility of different surveillance practices there, the lack 
of cases reported in the United States doesn't constitute good evidence for that hypothesis, it states. 


The FDA analysis was prepared for the agency's Pediatric Advisory Committee, which is 
scheduled to meet Nov 16. 


The latest developments come about a year after that committee concluded that 12 deaths in 
Japanese children who had been taking oseltamivir were not related to the drug. The FDA said then 
that the deaths seemed to be part of a wave of flu-related encephalitis and encephalopathy cases in 
Japanese children that began in the mid-1990s, before the drug was approved. But the committee 
asked the FDA to continue monitoring the situation and report again in a year. 
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THELANCET 


Christopher J L Murray, Alan D Lopez, 
Brian Chin, Dennis Feehan, Kenneth H Hill 


Estimation of potential global pandemic influenza mortality on the basis 
of vital registry data from the 1918-20 pandemic: a quantitative analysis 


Lancet, 23 December 2006; 368 (9554): 2211-2218. 
doi: 10.1016/50140-6736(06)69895-4. 


Abstract 


Background: The threat of an avian influenza pandemic is causing widespread public concern 
and health policy response, especially in high-income countries. Our aim was to use high-quality 
vital registration data gathered during the 1918-20 pandemic to estimate global mortality should 
such a pandemic occur today. 


Methods: We identified all countries with high-quality vital registration data for the 1918-20 
pandemic and used these data to calculate excess mortality. We developed ordinary least squares 
regression models that related excess mortality to per-head income and absolute latitude and used 
these models to estimate mortality had there been an influenza pandemic in 2004. 


Findings: Excess mortality data show that, even in 1918-20, population mortality varied over 30- 
fold across countries. Per-head income explained a large fraction of this variation in mortality. 
Extrapolation of 1918-20 mortality rates to the worldwide population of 2004 indicates that an 
estimated 62 million people (10th-90th percentile range 51 million-81 million) would be killed by a 
similar influenza pandemic; 96% (95% CI 95-98) of these deaths would occur in the developing world. 
If this mortality were concentrated in a single year, it would increase global mortality by 114%. 


Interpretation: This analysis of the empirical record of the 1918-20 pandemic provides a plausible 


upper bound on pandemic mortality. Most deaths will occur in poor countries — ie, in societies whose 
scarce health resources are already stretched by existing health priorities. 
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The Sydney Morning Herald 


Justin Norrie 
Bird flu drug probe after 18 teenage deaths in Japan 


The Sydney Morning Herald, 1 March 2007, 11.00 AM 


Japanese health authorities are investigating a flu medicine that is also available in Australia 
after a teenager jumped 11 storeys to his death after taking the drug. It was the 18th juvenile fatality 
linked to Tamiflu in 17 months. 


The Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare has asked the Japanese importer of Tamiflu, an anti- 
viral drug regarded as the most important shield against bird flu in humans, to collect information 
about the conditions of patients who take the drug. 


The 14-year-old boy's death follows a similar case two weeks ago, when a girl also 14, died after 
jumping from an apartment building at Gamagori, in central Japan. 


It also comes after a warning by the US Food and Drug Administration late last year about the 
dangers of giving children Tamiflu. The drug is being stockpiled in Australia as the first line of 
defence against bird flu. In Australia, as in Japan, it is only available by prescription. 


The Swiss manufacturer, Roche, says the rate of deaths and psychiatric disturbances among 
people taking its medication is no higher than for flu sufferers generally. It denies there is evidence 
of a direct correlation between the drug and the fatalities. 


In the latest case the teenager, from Sendai in Japan's north-east, had been prescribed a five-day 
course of Tamiflu by his doctor. After taking two tablets on Monday, he woke during the evening 
and told his mother he was going to the bathroom, but went out the front door instead. 


His mother followed him and called out when she saw him climbing a 1.3-metre handrail. Police 
said he did not respond, throwing himself off to the parking lot below. There was nothing to suggest 


the death was a suicide. 


Hakuo Yanagisawa, the Minister of Health, Labour and Welfare, urged the public to stay calm. 
"There needs to be clear evidence," he said. 


Drug companies reported that 54 people using Tamiflu died in Japan before November, the 
ministry said. 
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"= ukmedix ^ 


THE UK'S FAVOURITE 


Stuart Stevens 
Bird Flu Could Kill More Than 60 Million People 


UK Medix, 27 February 2008 


An alarming report coming from Harvard University shows that if a full blown influenza pandemic 
were to breakout in the world is estimated that as many as 62 million individuals could die. The report 
goes on to say that out of these deaths 70,000 of them will occur in the United Kingdom. 


This bird flu could kill more than 60 million people statistical analysis was worked out by using 
the death registrations that occurred between the years 1915 and 1923. The famous "Spanish Flu" 
that killed millions of people occurred between the years 1918 and 1920 and by examining increases 
in deaths over these years they were able to get a good idea of how many people the Spanish Flu 
actually killed. The Spanish Flu was in fact a bird flu and a variant on the deadly H5N1 bird flu 
virus that we are now seeing in the world today. 


By making use of sophisticated mathematical formulas they were able to calculate that between 
5] million and 81 million men and women would die worldwide if a similar type of virus was to 
become contagious between humans today. The scientists also considered regional differences which 
are found to have an effect on the amount of people dying of the bird flu virus. For example richer 
countries which have access to the influenza medication Tamiflu and good hospitals will have a lower 
number of deaths compared to those countries which have poorer medical facilities. They estimated 
that more than 95 percent of all the deaths from the bird flu virus would come from the third world. 


The research that was led by Christopher Murray was published in the famous medical journal 


The Lancet. Other research done with the bird flu virus has estimated that the amount of people who 
could die from it could even top 1 billion worldwide. 
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The Korea Times 


Bae Ji-sook 
Bird Flu Medicine Toxic for Teens 


The Korean Times, 13 May 2008 
http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/news/nation/2008/05/117_24103.html 


Concerns are rising over side effect of bird flu drug Tamiflu on teenagers. 


Tamiflu is Swiss-based Hoffman-La Roche's antiviral for general influenza A and B but is also 
used to combat bird flu. However, worries have surfaced about the possibility of the medicine 
causing mental disorders among teenagers. 


With fear of the HSN1 virus sweeping the nation, the government has doubled the quantity of the 
drug in storage, as it is the most effective treatment against avian influenza. 


Whether to prescribe the pills with risks of side-effects such delusions or other disorders is being 
widely discussed among medical experts. 


Although the drug has been the only medicine accredited to be effective against the H5N1 virus 
strain by the World Health Organization (WHO), the Japanese and Korean governments restricted 
its being prescribed to teenagers last year. 


The Korea Food and Drug Administration announced that the drug should not be prescribed to 
those between 10 to 19 years old except for emergencies. 


According to Roche, there has not been a reported case of side effects here, but the Seoul 
Shinmun, a local daily, reported that a woman in her 30s said she had nightmares after taking the 
drug in 2005. 


The government's decision came after Japanese health authorities banned its prescription for 
teenagers in March 2007. 


Japan has imported the drug since 2001, long before its effect on bird flu was acknowledged. 


However, since then, there have been 1,268 cases of extraordinary behavior reported, of which 
85 percent were from teenagers. They reportedly committed suicide by jumping out of buildings or 
into cars. 


Health experts admit to the dilemma and said when necessary, it should be prescribed with extra 
prudence. 


"We will have no option but to give out the pill once someone contracts the disease. But for 
teenagers we need to be extra careful and make sure it is prescribed at the most appropriate time," 
Korean Pharmacists for a Democratic Society spokesman Shin Hyeong-geun said. "Let's hope we 
will never have to worry about that." 
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The Telegraph News Sport Business Opinion Ukraine Money Life Style Travel Culture Puzzles 


Roger Highfield 
Government's bird flu drugs strategy is 'flawed' 
The Government's strategy to defend the nation 


against a bird flu pandemic has been called into question. 


The Telergraph, 15 May 2008, 1:06AM BST 


The Department of Health has built up millions of doses of Tamiflu, an antiviral drug, in preparation 
for a pandemic of the kind that killed 50 million people in 1918. 


However, a team at the Medical Research Council's National Institute for Medical Research in 
London warned that a mutation in the H5N1 strain of the virus could make it resistant to the vaccine. 


The researchers found that when mutation occurred in the H5N1 virus it became resistant to Tamiflu. 


They advised against stockpiling only supplies of Tamiflu, suggesting that these should be 
augmented by other antiviral drugs. 


Dr Steven Gamblin, who led the research, said: "It is likely a future pandemic will need to be 
tackled using a three or four-pronged approach, much as we tackle HIV today." 


A Department of Health spokesman said: "We are considering how much of our stockpile should 
consist of a back-up antiviral 
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Forbes 


Lionel Laurent 
Bird Flu Not Forgotten by GlaxoSmithKline 


Forbes, 19 May 2008, 10:45 AM ET 


London. — The media pandemic may have died down, but GlaxoSmithKline is betting that the 
threat of an actual bird flu pandemic is still real enough for governments across Europe. 


The pharmaceutical company said on Monday it had secured European approval for the first pre- 
pandemic vaccine against the dreaded H5N1 virus, more commonly known as bird flu, which began 
to gain notoriety five years ago. 


Although there is no sign yet of the much-heralded worldwide bird flu pandemic — largely 
because H5N1 has still failed to transmit itself effectively from human to human — Glaxo's product 
offers governments the chance to stockpile the vaccine just in case. 


Shares in GlaxoSmithKline (nyse: GSK - news - people ) rose 20 pence (39 cents), or 1.8%, to 
£11.59 ($22.63), on Monday afternoon in London. The approval is the latest in a string of small 
positives for the British company, which also got European approval for lung cancer drug Hycamtin 
earlier this month. 


"I don't think there will be a big sales boost," said Thomas Brenning, analyst with BayernLB. Не 
said the bird flu media frenzy had died down somewhat, and that stockpiling the vaccine might not 
be seen as being in the public's interest anymore. 


Furthermore, there are doubts as to how effective stockpiling pre-pandemic treatments can be. If 
a pandemic breaks out that involves a strain different from H5N1 — say H6, or Н7 — the vaccine 15 
likely to be useless. 


"If governments, in taking a public health decision based on sound risk assessments, believe they 
should stock H5N1 vaccine, we would not disagree with that," said a spokesman for the World 
Health Organization on Monday. 


But he added that there was "no guarantee" that the next pandemic would be an H5N1 pandemic, 
a fact which could cast serious doubt on the effectiveness of stockpiling the vaccine. 


A spokesperson for GlaxoSmithKline said that the company believed an eventual pandemic would 
involve a strain in Ше HSN1 family, and that a pre-pandemic treatment would save the four-to-six- 
month delay of having to react to an official pandemic announcement. "The U.K. government could 
buy it tomorrow and vaccinate us tomorrow," she said. 


Finland, Switzerland and the United States all placed orders for Glaxo's H5NI vaccine totaling 
£146 million ($285.1 million), in 2007. 
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PNAS 


Jessica A Belser , Ola Blixt, Li-Mei Chen, Claudia Pappas, 
Taronna R Maines, Neal Van Hoeven, Ruben Donis, Julia Busch, 
Ryan McBride, James С Paulson, Jacqueline М Katz, Terrence М Tumpey 


Contemporary North American influenza H7 viruses possess human receptor specificity: 
Implications for virus transmissibility 


Proc Natl Acad Sci USA. 27 May 2008; 105(21): 7558-63 


Abstract 


Avian H7 influenza viruses from both the Eurasian and North American lineage have caused 
outbreaks in poultry since 2002, with confirmed human infection occurring during outbreaks in The 
Netherlands, British Columbia, and the United Kingdom. 


The majority of H7 infections have resulted in self-limiting conjunctivitis, whereas probable 
human-to-human transmission has been rare. 


Here, we used glycan microarray technology to determine the receptor-binding preference of 
Eurasian and North American lineage H7 influenza viruses and their transmissibility in the ferret model. 


We found that highly pathogenic H7N7 viruses from The Netherlands in 2003 maintained the 
classic avian-binding preference for alpha2-3-linked sialic acids (SA) and are not readily transmissible 
in ferrets, as observed previously for highly pathogenic H5N1 viruses. 


However, H7N3 viruses isolated from Canada in 2004 and H7N2 viruses from the northeastern 
United States isolated in 2002-2003 possessed an HA with increased affinity toward alpha2-6-linked 
SA, the linkage type found prominently on human tracheal epithelial cells. 


We identified a low pathogenic H7N2 virus isolated from a man in New York in 2003, A/NY/107/ 
/03, which replicated efficiently in the upper respiratory tract of ferrets and was capable of transmission 
in this species by direct contact. 


These results indicate that H7 influenza viruses from the North American lineage have acquired 


sialic acid-binding properties that more closely resemble those of human influenza viruses and have 
the potential to spread to naive animals. 
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The Telegraph News Sport Business Opinion Ukraine Money Life Style Travel Culture Puzzles 


Andy Bloxham 
Scientists warn of bird flu epidemic 


The Telegraph.UK, 27 May 2008,7:00 AM BST 


A strain of bird flu has moved a step closer to developing the traits required to create an epidemic 
of the disease in humans, scientists warned on Monday. 


Researchers who analysed samples of recent avian flu viruses found that a strain of the virus 
called H7N2 had adapted slightly better to living in mammals. 


Tests on ferrets proved the strain could be passed between animals but scientists said the evidence 
suggested that bird flu could be transmitted between humans. 


Dr Terrence Tumpey, a microbiologist with the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
in Atlanta, Georgia, said: "The finding underscores the necessity for continued surveillance and 


study of these viruses as they continue to resemble viruses with pandemic potential.” 


The virus tested on the ferrets - a standard animal model of flu in humans - was isolated from a 
man in New York in 2003, where it thrived on the same sugars found in the human windpipe. 


The scientists said the virus could be evolving toward the same strong sugar-binding properties 
of the three worldwide viral pandemics in 1918, 1957 and 1968. 


Like H5NI, the H7 family of flu viruses also primarily affects birds. 


A deadly version of the H7N7 strain hit poultry in the Netherlands in 2003, and a less severe 
form, H7N2, broke out in the UK last year. 


Some have estimated the death toll of an avian flu pandemic could be 100 million, including 
500,000 in Britain. 


The World Bank estimates that the financial cost of a pandemic could exceed $2 trillion. 


The study appeared in the journal Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences. 
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FE Parliament 


House of Lords: Select Committee on Intergovernmental Organisations 
Diseases Know No Frontiers: How effective are Intergovernmental Organisations in 
controlling their spread? 


Published by the Authority of the House of Lords, Volume I 
Ordered to be printed 7 July 2008 // published 21 July 2008 


The twentieth century witnessed remarkable advances in many parts of the world in standards of 
public health and in the conquest of killer diseases, such as smallpox and poliomyelitis. 

However, during the second half of the century the advent of globalisation (in particular, increased 
international trade and travel) and changes in human lifestyles (for example, greater human-animal 
contact) have enabled new infections to emerge and to spread much more rapidly around the world. 

The onset of HIV in the 1980s and the outbreaks of SARS and avian influenza in the 1990s are 
striking, but by no means the only, examples. On average, a previously unknown infectious pathogen 
emerges somewhere every year. At the same time a number of infectious diseases, including some — 
such as tuberculosis and malaria — which were previously close to eradication, have developed 
resistance to antibiotics and in their resistant form they are much more difficult to treat. These 
problems cannot be tackled solely by States within their own borders: effective intergovernmental 
action is needed. 

In recent years there has been a substantial and welcome upsurge in funding for infectious disease 
control from governmental, intergovernmental, charitable and private sources. At the same time, 
however, there has been a significant increase in the number of organisations involved, with the 
result that the landscape of international health has become, in the Government’s words, “crowded 
and poorly coordinated”. We have taken evidence from many of these organisations, and it is clear 
to us that, while there is an urgent need for rationalisation of effort, it is unrealistic to think in terms 
of imposing coordinating structures from above. The process has to be evolutionary rather than 
revolutionary, but it needs leadership. 

There is no doubt in our mind, and in the minds of most of those from whom we have taken 
evidence, that that leadership function must rest with the World Health Organisation (WHO) and 
that, given appropriate strengthening of its management arrangements, WHO’s remit and resources 
should be developed in order to encourage and support collaboration and rationalisation among the 
many actors on the international health stage. 


Pandemic influenza might be said to be at the opposite end of the spectrum. At the time of going 
to press, there has been no recent outbreak of pandemic influenza reported. Historically, however, 
such outbreaks have occurred on average three times every century, and the last outbreak was in 
1968. The last two pandemics (1958 and 1968) were caused by relatively mild strains of the virus, 
but the next one could have more serious consequences, especially if it should come in the form of a 
virus, such as the H5N1 variety, which is common in birds and poultry, which has already jumped 
the species barrier to infect humans and which might at some point in the near future become 
capable of human-to-human transmission. The Government’s evidence to us on this was sobering: 

“While there has not been a pandemic since 1968, another one is inevitable, whether or not it 
arises from H5N1. Estimates are that the next pandemic will kill between 2 million and 50 million 
people worldwide and between 50,000 and 75 ,000 in the UK. Socio-economic disruption will be 
massive” (p 2). In other words, we have in pandemic flu an infection which is not yet with us but 
which, when it arrives, is likely to have a devastating, if relatively shortlived, impact. 
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The Guardian 


David Batty 


Britain faces 75,000 deaths in bird flu pandemic, Lords report predicts 


The Guardian, 21 July 2008, 11.02 BST 


Up to 75,000 Britons will in die in an "inevitable" flu pandemic that could kill as many as 50 
million people worldwide, a parliamentary committee warns today. 

The outbreak, most likely to be caused by a strain of bird flu, will be on a scale not seen for 40 
years and cause "massive" disruption in Ше UK. 


The committee report (click for PDF) warns that surveillance of emerging disease threats around 
the world needs to be overhauled to provide early warning of potential pandemics. 


A new and potentially deadly infectious disease emerges somewhere in the world every year, 
threatening "devastating consequences" across the globe, warns the Lords intergovernmental 
organisations committee. Its report, published today, criticises Britain's "poorly coordinated" 
disease control systems. 


Reform of the World Health Organisation (WHO) is "essential", as the global health agency is 
"dysfunctional" and lacking the organisation and resources to curb a major outbreak, it says. 


The committee calls for new international disease surveillance systems in developing countries. 
The report says peers were given the following "sobering" advice by government ministers: "While 
there has not been a pandemic since 1968, another one is inevitable ... Estimates are that the next 
pandemic will kill between 2 million and 50 million people worldwide and between 50,000 and 
75,000 in the UK. Socio-economic disruption will be massive." 


Three-quarters of new human diseases originate from animals, but experts have warned they are 
currently identified only after people are infected. The committee chairman, Lord Soley, said: "The 
last 100 years have seen great advances in public health and disease control through the world, but 
globalisation and changes in lifestyles are giving rise to new infections and providing opportunities 
for them to spread rapidly. 


"We are particularly concerned about the link with animal health." 

The last two flu pandemics, in 1958 and 1968, were caused by relatively mild strains of influenza. 
The report warns that the next could be far more serious, particularly if it comes from the H5N1 
strain found in wild birds and poultry, which has already infected some humans. 


The report predicts more widespread human-to-human transmission soon. 


When H5N1 was found in Britain last year, the Department for the Environment and Rural Affairs 
culled 159,000 turkeys at a Bernard Matthews farm in Suffolk. 

Mass immunisation against H5N1 has been ruled out, but the Department of Health has stockpiled 
enough of the antiviral drug Tamiflu to cover a quarter of the population. 

According to the WHO, 385 people around the world have been infected with HSN1 and 243 of 
them died. Most of these were in Asia, in communities with people living close to poultry. 

Although it does not easily infect humans, every time it does the chance increases of it mutating 
into a form more readily transferred between people. 

The most severe flu pandemic was in 1918-1919. It killed an estimated 50 million people around 
the world. 
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The Korea Times 


Kim Tae-jong 
Bird Flu Strain Can Be Transmitted to Mammals 


The Korean Times, 22 July 2008 


The government plans to strengthen monitoring of open bird markets as part of preventative 
measures against avian influenza. / Korea Times 


Quarantine authorities said Tuesday that the virus strain of avian influenza that swept the country 
in April could be transmitted to mammals, but not necessarily to humans. 


The Ministry of Food, Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries sent samples from infected birds to the 
U.S. Center for Disease Control and Prevention for detailed analysis. 


The U.S. agency concluded the virus from the sample could be transmitted to mammals but that 
there was no proof it could infect humans, an official from the ministry said. 


"It was impossible to directly test if it can cause illness in humans. Alternatively, we chose a 
weasel for testing and when it was infected, it showed similar symptoms to bird flu," the official 
said at a news briefing. 


He declined a "yes or no" answer over the possibility of the virus infecting humans, citing the 
lack of human testing. 


He said the ministry was implementing a system to monitor poultry farms and bird habitats all 
year round and set up new procedures to quickly cope with any bird flu outbreaks. 


The decision came as the disease caused massive damage to the nation last April — some 8.46 
million birds were culled at a cost of 263 billion won ($260 million). 


The ministry said it will specially monitor all 2,300 duck farms in the country because ducks 
have a longer incubation period for bird flu and were found to be the main cause of the spread. 
Chickens die more quickly from the disease. 


The government will strengthen countermeasures against less virulent strains of bird flu and 
implement preventative culling to prevent possible mutation. It will also strengthen monitoring of 
traditional open-air markets and distributors to check for signs of sick birds or sudden deaths, and 
push new laws to prevent restaurants from butchering infected birds. 


The sale of live birds at traditional markets to restaurants contributed to the spread of this year's 
outbreak. On the cause of the latest outbreak, migratory birds that spend the winter in warmer climates 
may been responsible as they stopped in South Korea on their way north, government officials said. 


The ministry said all countermeasures to cull and disinfect areas affected by this year's bird flu 
outbreak were concluded by May 15, so South Korea can declare itself a "clean zone" to the World 
Organization for Animal Health on August 15. 
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"= ukmedix ^ 


THE UK'S FAVOURITE 


Jamie Stowe 
CDC Says Bird Flu Becoming More Contagious 


UK Medix, 1 August 2008 


In America the Centres for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) say that the bird flu virus is 
changing and that it is developing strains and properties which could possibly increase the potential 
of it to infect humans from birds. They also said that it was also developing into a virus which could 
become more contagious between humans 


The research was done on the Influenza A H7 virus types which are very contagious to birds but 
must not be mixed up with with the extremely deadly H5N1 bird flu virus. Nevertheless it is worth 
noting that if an H7 bird flu virus mutates it is likely that the H5NI variant of the virus will also be 
able to follow suit. 


Dr. Jessica Belser who led the research project for the Centres for Disease Control and Prevention 
explained that it is perfectly normal for influenza viruses to constantly change and in view of the fact 
that there is the scare of a deadly bird flu outbreak is very important that they are watched 
extremely carefully at the moment. 


Humans get infected by the influenza virus when it attaches itself to sugar receptor molecules that 
are found in the respiratory tract. The greater the particular influenza viruses” ability to latch onto 
these receptors the more contagious they are to humans and the more likely they are to spread quickly 
among groups of people. Present the deadly H5N1 and the H7 variants of the virus can not latch on 
to these receptors easily and thus they are not very contagious. 


This new research however explains that three H7N2 strains as well as two H7N3 strains of the 
influenza virus found in North America were seen to be able to latch themselves onto receptors in 
both birds and humans. In particular one of the H7N2 virus strains was found to have the biggest 
ability to bind onto human sugar receptors in the respiratory tract. 


This research underlines the importance of close monitoring of all bird flu viruses so that the 
world can prepare itself for any deadly pandemics which could break out as a result of mutating 
influenza viruses. The research was published by the respected medical journal the Proceedings of 
the National Academy of Sciences. 
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Science News 


Tina Hesman Saey 


H9N2 avian flu strain has pandemic potential 
New study shows small changes make the subtype more transmissible 


Science News, 12 August 2008, 9:35 pm 


Pandemic planners may have been looking at the wrong avian influenza virus as the source of the 
next worldwide flu epidemic. A type of avian flu virus known as H9N2 could become transmissible 
in humans with just a few changes, a new study shows. 


“The H9 may be a silent virus that doesn’t get noticed until it’s too late,” says Daniel Perez, a 
virologist at the University of Maryland, College Park. 


Perez and his colleagues analyzed the pandemic potential of the H9 flu viruses in ferrets, a model 
for human disease transmission. The team found that changing a single chemical building block in the 
hemagglutinin protein that helps the virus latch onto cells can make the virus more transmissible in 
ferrets. Mixing the avian virus’s genes with those from human flu viruses also increases transmission 
and may make the virus more virulent, the researchers report online August 13 in PLoS ONE. 


Though the virus did not become airborne in ferrets, it may have the potential to do so in the future. 

Much attention has been focused on the H5N1 bird flu virus and H7 avian flu viruses as candidates 
for the next pandemic, says Chang-Won Lee, a molecular virologist at the Ohio State University in 
Wooster. But there is plenty of circumstantial evidence that the H9 viruses could also cause a future 
pandemic, Lee says. 


H9 avian influenza is widespread among birds in Asia, the Middle East, Europe and Africa. It 
doesn’t make birds sick, so it often goes unnoticed. Some people and pigs have also been infected, 
but the virus causes only a mild illness in people and, so far, has not been known to spread from 
person to person. But Perez’s results could indicate that the H9 viruses may begin spreading among 
people with just minor changes. 


“Transmission is really the cardinal property a virus has to have in order to cause a pandemic in 
humans,” says Peter Palese, a virologist at Mount Sinai School of Medicine in New York City. Still 
airborne transmission is a condition that would be necessary for a human pandemic, so the new 
results are a “half-full, half-empty glass,” Palese says. 


Even if the H9 viruses do acquire the ability to spread in people, at first the infection is likely to 
cause minor illness. “You're going to have a bunch of people who don’t feel very well, as opposed 
to dropping off the face of the Earth,” says Raymond Pickles, a cell biologist at the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill. But the new data indicate that if the H9 viruses mix with other human 
viruses, as commonly happens in nature, it could become more potent. 


While many pandemic planners put the deadly H5N1 virus at the top of their list of concerns, 
Robert G. Webster, a leading influenza researcher at St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital in Memphis, 
Tenn., says H9N2 tops his “influenza hit list.” 

The H9 virus is an “influenza sleeper,” Webster says. “It could cause many more problems than 
we realize.” 
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PLOS ONE 


Hongquan Wan, Erin M. Sorrell, Haichen Song, Md Jaber Hossain, 
Gloria Ramirez-Nieto, Isabella Monne, James Stevens, Giovanni Cattoli, 
Папа Capua, Li-Mei Chen, Ruben O. Donis, Julia Busch, James С. Paulson, 
Christy Brockwell, Richard Webby, Jorge Blanco, Mohammad Q. Al-Natour, Daniel R. Perez 


Replication and Transmission of H9N2 Influenza Viruses in Ferrets: 
Evaluation of Pandemic Potential 


PLoS ONE, 13 August 2008 


Abstract 


H9N2 avian influenza A viruses are endemic in poultry of many Eurasian countries and have 
caused repeated human infections in Asia since 1998. 


To evaluate the potential threat of H9N2 viruses to humans, we investigated the replication and 
transmission efficiency of H9N2 viruses in the ferret model. 


Five wild-type (WT) H9N2 viruses, isolated from different avian species from 1988 through 
2003, were tested in vivo and found to replicate in ferrets. However these viruses achieved mild 
peak viral titers in nasal washes when compared to those observed with a human H3N2 virus. 


Two of these H9N2 viruses transmitted to direct contact ferrets, however no aerosol transmission 
was detected in the virus displaying the most efficient direct contact transmission. A leucine (Leu) 
residue at amino acid position 226 in the hemagglutinin (HA) receptor-binding site (RBS), 
responsible for human virus-like receptor specificity, was found to be important for the transmission 
of the H9N2 viruses in ferrets. 


In addition, an H9N2 avian-human reassortant virus, which contains the surface glycoprotein 
genes from an H9N2 virus and the six internal genes of a human H3N2 virus, showed enhanced 


replication and efficient transmission to direct contacts. 


Although no aerosol transmission was observed, the virus replicated in multiple respiratory 
tissues and induced clinical signs similar to those observed with the parental human H3N2 virus. 


Our results suggest that the establishment and prevalence of H9N2 viruses in poultry pose a 
significant threat for humans. 
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REUTERS 


Maggie Fox, editing by Will Dunham 
New bird flu threat could be H9N2, researchers say 


Reuters, 13 August 2008, 1:02 am BST / 8:28 am 


Washington (Reuters) - Countries around the world may be preparing for a possible HSN1 bird 
flu pandemic, but another strain called H9N2 also poses a threat to humanity, researchers reported 
on Tuesday. 


Tests on the H9N2 strain of the virus show it is capable of infecting and spreading with very few 
changes, a team from the University of Maryland, St. Jude's Children's Research Hospital in Memphis, 
and elsewhere reported. 


"Our results suggest that the establishment and prevalence of H9N2 viruses in poultry pose a 
significant threat for humans," the researchers wrote in the Public Library of Science journal PLoS ONE. 


Most influenza experts agree that a pandemic -- a deadly global epidemic -- of some kind of flu 
is inevitable. 


No one can predict what kind but the chief suspect is the HSN1 bird flu virus, which has infected 
385 people and killed 243 of them since 2003. It is entrenched in birds now in some areas and has 
killed or forced the slaughter of 300 million. 


Just a few mutations could turn it into a virus that people catch and transmit easily. But flu experts 
caution H5NI is not the only virus with this potential. 


H9N2, a virus seen mostly in birds, has infected at least four children in Hong Kong, causing mild 
illness, and is found in birds, pigs and other animals in Europe and Asia. 


Maryland's Daniel Perez and colleagues tinkered with the virus and tested it in ferrets, animals 
whose biology is very close to humans when it comes to flu. 


A single mutation made H9N2 more virulent and pathogenic, and also helped it transmit more 
easily from one ferret to another, they reported in their study, available on the Internet 


They also mixed H9N2 with an H3N2 virus, a type of influenza virus that causes seasonal flu in 
people. Scientists believe that if a human or animal is infected with two strains of flu at the same 
time, this "reassortment" can happen in nature. 


The reassorted virus was easier for the ferrets to catch and transmit. 


One reassuring finding - neither of the lab-engineered viruses could be transmitted in the air, via 
aerosol. This might make them somewhat less transmissible, although people pick up flu from surfaces 
touched by an infected person. 


"Although no aerosol transmission was observed, the virus replicated in multiple respiratory tissues 
and induced clinical signs similar to those observed with the ... human H3N2 virus," the researchers 
wrote. 


There are hundreds of strains of avian influenza viruses, but only four — HSN1, H7N3, H7N7, and 
H9N2 -- are known to have caused human infections, according to the World Health Organization. 
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GlobalResearch 


Е. William Engdahl 
The Pentagon”s alarming project: Avian Flu Biowar Vaccine 


Global Research, 14 August 2008 


There 15 alarming evidence accumulated by serious scientific sources that the US Government 15 
about to or already has ‘weaponized’ Avian Flu. If the reports are accurate, this could unleash a new 
pandemic on the planet that could be more devastating than the 1918 Spanish Flu epidemic which 
killed an estimated 30 million people worldwide before it eventually died out. Pentagon and NIH 
experiments with remains in frozen state of the 1918 virus are the height of scientific folly. Is the 
United States about to unleash a new racially selective pandemic through the process of mandatory 
vaccination with an alleged vaccine “against” Avian Flu? 


There is reason to believe that sections of the international pharmaceutical industry cartel are 
acting in concert with the US Government to develop a genetically modified H5N1 virus substance 
that could unleash a man-made pandemic, perhaps more deadly than the 1918 “Spanish Influenza” 
pandemic claiming up to 30 million lives.' 


Rima E. Laibow, MD, head of the Natural Solutions Foundation, a citizen watchdog group 
monitoring the pharmaceutical industry states, “Our best intelligence estimate is that pandemic Avian 
Flu has already been created through genetic engineering in the United States, fusing the deadly 
genome of Ше 1918 Pandemic, misnamed the “Spanish Flu’, with Ше DNA of the innocuous H5N1 
virus in a growth medium of human kidney cells, according to the National Institutes of Health and 
the vaccine’s manufacturer. Some virologists believe that this would insure that the man-made mutant 
virus recognizes human cells and knows how to invade them. 


If true, as Laibow points out, “A basic virological fact that the public has not been told is that it 
15 impossible to make a vaccine against a virus that does not yet exist. Public relations efforts to the 
contrary, IF a vaccine is being made against the Avian Flu virus in its pandemic form, that means 


that the pandemic virus must already exist, period, end of discussion"? 


The genome of the 1918 pandemic, the so-called “Spanish Flu”, was recently intentionally 
resurrected by the United States government from a frozen corpse that died of the flu in 1918 in 
Alaska. Because of that resurrection, both the Avian Flu, and its “vaccine” are now a significant 
threat to public health. 


The Spanish Flu, which was not Spanish at all, was created in the US through an early bioweapons 
program and injected into healthy young men (1е., 'soldiers") as the first mandatory vaccination in 
the military during World War 1. The “Spanish Flu”, which originated in Kansas on US Military 
bases, was one of the deadliest pandemics in modern history. It was also one of the most successful 
biological weapons ever created, until now. Aspartame and Tyson Foods doubts ... 


To date, there have only been around 385 human cases of Avian Flu identified worldwide (assuming 
those identifications are trustworthy, of course), with 243 deaths. To put the absurdity of this effort 
into perspective, Laibow points out, Sudden Cardiac Death (SCD), which researchers believe 15 
heavily associated with aspartame consumption, is a leading cause of death which, according to the 
CDC, for example, killed 460,000 Americans in 1999 and the numbers keep rising 
(www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mmS5 106a3.htm.) 
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But, aspartame is not under criticism. Interesting as a footnote on Aspartame, G.D. Searle, the 
Chicago drugs company that held the patent on Aspartame was in danger of losing its license from 
the US Government Food « Drug Administration in Ше 1980”s until Donald Rumsfeld, out of 
Government, was named President of Searle. Rumsfeld used his contacts in Washington to get the 
FDA to approve Aspartame despite known tests showing serious health effects on rats. 


As Т document in detail in my book, Seeds of Destruction: The Hidden Agenda of Genetic 
Manipulation, the same Don Rumsfeld went on to become chairman and principal stockholder of a 
California pharmaceutical company, Gilead Sciences Inc., which developed and patented Tamiflu in 
1996, first as а drug for AIDS, later as a vaccine for H5N1 Avian Flu. In 1997 Donald Н. Rumsfeld 
was named Chairman of the Board of Gilead Sciences, where he remained until early 2001 when he 
became Defense Secretary. As Secretary he refused to sell his stock at the time he came under 
conflict of interest allegations when he ordered $1 billion worth of Tamiflu be bought to injected 
into the US military personnel as a “precaution.” It was later proven that Tamiflu was in no antidote 
for H5NI and its side effects were sometimes very severe. 


Laibow adds, “Given the shockingly obvious lack of any threat from an un-weaponized Н5М1 
virus, how can we explain the Bush Administration spending billions of dollars preparing each of 
the 50 States, for what it calls the “inevitable Bird Flu pandemic,’ which they say could kill half or 
more of all Americans and similar numbers of people around the globe?”.* 


Ominously, on June 3, Associated Press reported, “Tyson Foods Inc. has begun killing and 
burying the carcasses of 15,000 hens from a flock that tested positive for exposure to a strain of the 
bird flu in northwest Arkansas, state officials said Tuesday.” 


Tyson Foods is the largest industrialized producer of chickens in the world and has been repeatedly 
under attack for its unsanitary conditions of breeding and slaughtering. In January 2005, a US 
Government Accountability Office (GAO) report to the US Senate, “Safety in the Meat and Poultry 
Industry,” concluded that US meat and poultry processing plants had “one of the highest rates of 
injury and illness of any industry.” They cited exposure to “dangerous chemicals, blood, faecal matter, 
exacerbated by poor ventilation and often extreme temperatures. Workers typically faced hazardous 
conditions, loud noise, must work in narrow confines with sharp tools and dangerous machinery.” 


The industrialization of chicken-raising and slaughtering in the USA has progressed to the point 
that by 2003 when the first cases of H5N1 Avian Flu virus were reported from Asia, five giant 
multinational agribusiness companies dominated the production and processing of chicken meat in 
the United States. The five companies were Tyson Foods, the largest in the world; Gold Kist Inc; 
Pilgrim’s Pride; ConAgra Poultry; and Perdue Farms.? Most outbreaks of Avian Flu in Asia have 
been traced back to such mass chicken industrial factory centers.° 


In May this year, The Canadian Press reported from Toronto, “An experiment mating H5N1 
avian flu viruses and a strain of human flu in a laboratory produced a surprising number of hybrid 
viruses that were biologically fit, a new study reveals. And while none of the offspring viruses was 
as virulent as the original HSN1, about one in five were lethal to mice at low doses, showing they 


retained at least a portion of the power of their dangerous parent". 


The Toronto article went on, “The work suggests that under the right circumstances - and no one 
is clear what all of those are - the two types of flu viruses could swap genes in a way that might allow 
the H5NI virus to acquire the capacity to trigger a pandemic. That process is called reassortment. 
‘This study is just showing exactly that: There is a risk this virus can successfully reassort with a 
human virus,’ said Richard Webby, director of the World Health Organization’s collaborating 


centre for influenza research at St. Jude Hospital in Memphis, Tennessee”.® 
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Pentagon Bioweapon research 


Prof. Mathew Meselson, a professor of molecular biology at Harvard, and well-respected scientist 
in the area of chemical and biological warfare, confirms that the United States government has 
extensively researched and developed biological weapons in the past. Meselson described an American 
facility, north of Terre Haute, Indiana, built in 1944 that would have produced 500,000 four pound 
anthrax bombs monthly once in full operation. 


Meselson was part of a team that proved the accidental release of anthrax at a Soviet facility in 
1979, disproved charges of biological warfare in Laos and Cambodia in the late 1970s, and was a 
driving force behind popularizing the Chemical Weapons Convention in 1994, 


Since coming in office, the Bush-Cheney Administration has done much to weaken that Chemical 
Weapons Convention as well as ones on biological weapons. One of George МУ. Bush’s first acts as 
President in early 2001 was to oppose a proposed international Biological and Toxic Weapons 
Protocol, without explanation, leading to the death of the talks. 


In a 2004 study, the British Medical Association warned that the world was perhaps only a few 
years away from “terrifying biological weapons capable of killing only people of specific ethnic 
groups,” citing advances in genetic weapons technology. * 


The US Department of Homeland Security has ominously enough announced it is ordering 
production and stockpiling of a pandemic influenza vaccine: “The U.S. Government is taking steps 
to minimize the need to make vaccine allocation decisions by supporting efforts to increase domestic 
influenza vaccine production capacity. Significant funding is being provided to develop new vaccine 
technologies that allow production of enough pandemic influenza vaccine for any person in the 


United States who wants to be vaccinated within six months of a pandemic declaration".'“ 


The curious role of Запой Pasteur. 


The US Government has been financing the development of a vaccine against H5N1 on a “fast 
track” basis since 2004. Sanofi Pasteur in Swiftwater, Pennsylvania, a subsidiary of the giant French 
pharmaceutical firm, the third largest in the world, manufactured an inactivated vaccine made from 
ап Н5М1 virus isolated in Southeast Asia in 2004. Sanofi Pasteur, part of the French-based Sanofi 
Aventis Group, was awarded a contract by the US Government’s National Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases (NIAID), part of the National Institutes of Health (NIH), NIAID to manufacture 
the H5N1 vaccine in May 2004."! 


In April 2007 the FDA approved the Sanofi Pasteur vaccine for H5N1 even though one year before 
the FDA cited Sanofi Pasteur for producing contaminated Fluzone уасстез.!? The FDA approved 
H5NI vaccine is itself apparently not really effective in event of a human-to-human outbreak of 
Avian Flu. On announcing its approval, the FDA stated, “two injections given 28 days apart may 
provide ‘limited’ protection if a pandemic occurs. About 45% of people who got the vaccine in a 


study developed an immune response to the virus”.!* 


Until now H5N1 has not mutated into a form that can easily spread from person to person. Is that 
what the researchers at Sanofi Pasteur and various labs under contract to the US Government are 
engaged in? If so it would be classified Top Secret, clearly. The respected British magazine, New 
Scientist, commented, “If H5N1 does mutate, it is unclear if vaccines developed now would still 
work against a pandemic strain. Manufacturers could tailor a new vaccine to that strain, but current 


production methods take months”.!* 


The magazine noted that research on the Sanofi vaccine was conducted by the National Institutes 
of Health as part of the US Government’s efforts to prepare for a flu pandemic. The salient question 
is whether they prepare “for a flu pandemic” or whether they prepare a flu pandemic. Why is the 
US Government spending hundreds of millions of taxpayer dollars to stockpile this HSN1 vaccine 
which likely would not work against such a pandemic outbreak? 
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On July 2, 2008, the London Daily Telegraph newspaper reported, “Three Polish doctors and six 
nurses are facing criminal prosecution after a number of homeless people died following medical 


trials for a vaccine to the H5N1 bird-flu virus". ? 


The report added that the medical staff, from the northern town of Grudziadz, were being 
investigated over medical trials on as many as 350 homeless and poor people last year, which 
prosecutors say involved an untried vaccine to the highly-contagious virus. Authorities claim that 
the alleged victims received €3 to be tested with what they thought was a conventional flu vaccine 
but, according to investigators, was actually an anti bird-flu drug. The director of a Grudziadz 
homeless centre, Mieczyslaw Waclawski, told a Polish newspaper that last year, ?' people from his 
centre died, a figure well above the average of about eight. 


The Polish report did not specify 1f it was the vaccine being developed under contract to the US 
Government Department of Homeland Security by Sanofi-Pasteur. However, it 15 known that 
Sanofi-Pasteur has been producing large quantities of such a vaccine at a factory they have in China. 


Dr. Laibow reports that the “Pandemic Avian Flu Vaccine” was scheduled to be delivered to the 
United States this month by the French vaccine maker, Запой Pasteur, from a facility they own in 
China, where it is being produced. The US Government issued its “Vaccine” allocation plan in July. 
Laibow fears that a most sinister scenario of a deliberate release of Avian Flu pathogens on the 
population that could activate martial law and forced vaccination with resulting deaths in the millions 
could be imminent. 


Spanish Flu virus revived by Pentagon. 


In 2003 US Army scientists created “Spanish Flu” virus in the laboratory. According to a report 
at the time by the watchdog group, The Sunshine Project, which monitors biological and chemical 
weapons research of the United States Government issued a statement that “The “Spanish Flu’ influenza 
virus that killed 20-40 million people in 1918 is currently under reconstruction. Several genes of the 
extraordinarily lethal 1918 flu virus have been isolated and introduced into contemporary flu strains. 
These proved to be lethal for mice, while virus constructs with genes from a current flu virus types 
had hardly any effect. These experiments may easily be abused for military purposes, but provide 
little benefit from a medical or public health point of view.” 


They continued, “The 1918 Spanish Flu was highly infectious and — in comparison to 
contemporary flu viruses — killed a very high percentage of those infected, including many younger 
people. The Spanish Flu alone caused the medium life expectancy in the US in 1918 to drop by 10 
years. Hence, flu viruses are perceived today as a serious biological warfare threat. Just two weeks 
ago, a 15 million dollar research grant was awarded in the US to develop protective measures 
especially against a bioterrorist attack with flu viruses.” 


The statement added, “Despite the very dangerous nature of Ше 1918 virus, efforts to reconstruct it 
started in the mid 1990s, when Dr Jeffrey Taubenberger from the US Armed Forces Institute of 
Pathology in Washington DC succeeded in recovering and sequencing fragments of the viral RNA 
from preserved tissues of 1918 victims. In the current issue of the scientific journal Emerging 
Infectious Diseases new genetic details of the 1918 flu virus will be published.” 


Most ominously, they report, “But after (partially) unravelling the genetic sequence of the virus, 
the scientists went a step further and began bringing the Spanish flu back to life. Unnoticed by the 
public, they succeeded in creating a live virus containing two 1918 genes that proved to be very 
lethal in animal experiments. This experiment is only one genetic step away from taking the 1918 


demon entirely out of the bottle". 


They conclude, *A resuscitation of the Spanish flu is neither necessary nor warranted from a 
public health point of view. Allegedly, the recent experiments sought to test the efficacy of existing 
antiviral drugs on the 1918 construct. But there is little need for antiviral drugs against the 1918 
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strain if the 1918 strain had not been recreated in the first place. ‘It simply does not make any 
scientific sense to create a new threat just to develop new countermeasures against it.’ says Jan van 
Aken, biologist with the Sunshine Project, “Genetic characterization of influenza strains has important 
biomedical applications. But it is not justifiable to recreate this particularly dangerous eradicated 


strain that could wreak havoc if released, deliberately or accidentally’.”'7 


Let us sincerely hope not, but as Prof. Stephen Block, Stanford University biophysicist with 
years of experience in classified Pentagon and US Government biological research remarked in 
another context, “We’re tempted to say that nobody in their right mind would ever use these things." 
Block added, “But not everybody is in their right mind...".!? Sanofi Pasteur delivers H5N1 vaccine 


On April 28 of this year in an official Press Release from Sanofi Pasteur US headquarters in 
Swiftwater, Pennsylvania and Lyon, France, the company stated, “Sanofi Pasteur, the vaccines 
division of Sanofi-Aventis Group, announced today that the US Department of Health and Human 
Services (HHS) has accepted H5N1 bulk vaccine antigen to produce approximately 38.5 million 
doses of vaccine to protect against a new strain of avian influenza. Sanofi Pasteur has a multi-year 
contract with HHS as part of its pandemic program, and will receive a payment of $192.5 million 


booked in the second quarter of 2008 for acceptance of the bulk vaccine lot”.'? 


Then, on June 16 of this year, Sanofi Pasteur issued the following release announcing that it will, 
“donate 60 million doses of HSN1 vaccine to the World Health Organization (WHO) over 3 years for 
the establishment of an HSN1 vaccine global stockpile.” 


The President and CEO of Sanofi Pasteur, Wayne Pisano, said in the release, “The H5N1 virus is 
currently circulating in some of the poorest regions of the world and an outbreak of pandemic 
influenza would most likely hit populations living in areas with limited access to vaccines. This 
donation of H5N1 vaccine aims to address the needs of those most vulnerable populations. In 
addition to supporting the efforts of governments,” Pisano added, “it is essential that industry 
collaborates with international organizations such as WHO, the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 
and other global health players. This is the best way to build a stockpile of vaccines for developing 


nations, ready to be deployed on the ground in the event of a pandemic flu outbreak".?? 


The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, in addition to being a financial supporter of the so- 
called Doomsday Seed Vault in the Arctic, has dedicated its foundation billions to support 
population control especially inAfrica. Among other projects they, as well as the Rockefeller 
Foundation, are financing The Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa, whose head is former UN 
Secretary General Kofi Аппап.?! 


As the world’s leading influenza vaccine manufacturer, Sanofi Pasteur produces approximately 
half of the influenza vaccine distributed worldwide. In the US it produced more than 40 percent of 
the influenza vaccine distributed for the 2007-2008 influenza season. The fact that the US Government 
has revived the 1918 Spanish Flu virus to make “tests” indicates that anything is possible. There are 
in this world some people not in their “right mind.” God forbid if it is so in this instance. 
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USA Today 


Robin McDowell 
US controls bird flu vaccines over bioweapon fears 


USA Today/Associated Press, 11 October 2008 


Jakarta, Indonesia — When Indonesia's health minister stopped sending bird flu viruses to a 
research laboratory in the U.S. for fear Washington could use them to make biological weapons, 
Defense Secretary Robert Gates laughed and called it "the nuttiest thing" he'd ever heard. 


Yet deep inside an 86-page supplement to United States export regulations is a single sentence 
that bars U.S. exports of vaccines for avian bird flu and dozens of other viruses to five countries 
designated "state sponsors of terrorism." 


The reason: Fear that they will be used for biological warfare. 


Under this little-known policy, North Korea, Iran, Cuba, Syria and Sudan may not get the vaccines 
unless they apply for special export licenses, which would be given or refused according to the 
discretion and timing of the U.S. Three of those nations — Iran, Cuba and Sudan — also are subject to 
a ban on all human pandemic influenza vaccines as part of a general U.S. embargo. 


The regulations, which cover vaccines for everything from Dengue fever to the Ebola virus, have 
raised concern within the medical and scientific communities. Although they were quietly put in 
place more than a decade ago, they could now be more relevant because of recent concerns about 
bird flu. Officials from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services and the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention said they were not even aware of the policies until contacted by The 
Associated Press last month and privately expressed alarm. 


They make "no scientific sense," said Peter Palese, chairman of the microbiology department at 
Mount Sinai School of Medicine in New York. He said the bird flu vaccine, for example, can be used 
to contain outbreaks in poultry before they mutate to a form spread more easily between people. 


"The more vaccines out there, the better," he said. "It's a matter of protecting ourselves, really, so 
the bird flu virus doesn't take hold in these countries and spread." 


U.S. Commerce Assistant Secretary Christopher Wall declined to elaborate on the precise threat 
posed by vaccines for chickens infected with avian influenza, except to say there are "valid security 
concerns" that they "do not fall into the wrong hands." 


"Legitimate public health and scientific research is not adversely affected by these controls," he said. 


But some experts say the idea of using vaccines for bioweapons is far-fetched, and that in a health 
emergency, it is unclear how quickly authorities could cut through the current red tape to get the 
vaccines distributed. 


Under normal circumstances it would take at least six weeks to approve export licenses for any 
vaccine on the list, said Thomas Monath, who formerly headed a CIA advisory group on ways to 
counter biological attacks. All such decisions would follow negotiations at a "very high level" of 
government. 
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That could makes it harder to contain an outbreak of bird flu among chickens in, say, North Korea, 
which is in the region hardest hit by the virus. Sudan and Iran already have recorded cases of the 
virus in poultry and Syria is surrounded by affected countries. Cuba, like all nations, is vulnerable 
because the disease 15 delivered by migratory birds. 


Kumanan Wilson, whose research at the University of Toronto focuses on policymaking in areas 
of health protection, said it would be ironic if the bird flu virus morphed into a more dangerous form 
in one of those countries. 


"That would pose a much graver threat to the public than the theoretical risk that the vaccine could 
be used for biological warfare," he said. 


The danger of biological warfare use depends on the specific virus or bacteria. But most experts 
agree that bird flu vaccines cannot be genetically altered to create weapons because they contain an 
inactivated virus that cannot be resuscitated. 


It's also unlikely they would be used to create a resistant strain of the virus as part of efforts to 
wreak havoc within global poultry stocks. If enemy states wanted to do that, they could make their 
own vaccines or turn to a less hostile country like China, said lan Ramshaw, an expert on vaccine 
immunology and biosecurity at The Australian National University in Canberra. 


"Г can think of no scientific reason how а terrorist organization could use such a vaccine for 
malicious intent," he said. "I personally think it's a rather silly attitude and the U.S. is probably 
going overboard as it has in the past with many of its bioterrorism initiatives." 


Meanwhile, bioethicists say limiting vaccines could also raise moral questions of whether some 
countries should be denied because of decisions based on foreign policy. They said the export 
controls appear inconsistent, as Libya, Iraq and two dozen other countries suspected by the U.S. of 
having biological weapons programs do not face restrictions on the export of poultry vaccines. 


"If there really is a serious threat, to be consistent we'd have to more heavily regulate who has 
access to the vaccine," said Michael Selgelid, who co-authored the book "Ethical and Philosophical 
Consideration of the Dual Use Dilemma in the Biological Sciences." 


"There are malevolent actors in the U.S. just like there might be in all these other countries," he said. 


The policies were initially put in place amid biosecurity fears in the mid-1990s and then bolstered 
after the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks and subsequent anthrax letter mailings. The vaccines are among a 
long list of other items barred to rogue states over fears they could be used to make weapons of 
mass destruction, from technology and chemicals to dangerous pathogens. 


Bird flu has killed more than 240 people across the world since 2003, nearly half of them in Indonesia. 


Indonesia's health minister Siti Fadilah Supari first drew widespread attention when she boycotted 
the World Health Organization's 50-year-old virus sharing system last year, saying pharmaceutical 
companies were using viruses from developing nations without their knowledge to make expensive 
vaccines. She has since called for the creation of a global stockpile of drugs or other forms of 
benefit-sharing. 
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BOSTON =] 


Stephen Smith 
Boston launches flu shot tracking. City to pinpoint areas of low rates of vaccination 


Boston, 21 November 2008 


Using technology originally developed for mass disasters, Boston disease trackers are embarking 
on a novel experiment - one of the first in the country - aimed at eventually creating a citywide 
registry of everyone who has had a flu vaccination. 


The resulting vaccination map would allow swift intervention in neighborhoods left vulnerable 
to the fast-moving respiratory illness. 


The trial starts this afternoon, when several hundred people are expected to queue up for immunizations 
at the headquarters of the Boston Public Health Commission. Each of them will get a bracelet printed 
with a unique identifier code. Information about the vaccine's recipients, and the shot, will be 
entered into handheld devices similar to those used by delivery truck drivers. 


Infectious disease specialists in Boston and elsewhere predicted that the registry approach could 
prove even more useful if something more sinister strikes: a bioterrorism attack or the long-feared 
arrival of a global flu epidemic. In such crises, the registry could be used to track who received a 
special vaccine or antidote to a deadly germ. 


"Anything you can do to better pinpoint who's vaccinated and who's not, that's absolutely vital," 
said Michael Osterholm, director of the Center for Infectious Disease Research & Policy at the 
University of Minnesota. "I wish more cities were doing this kind of thing." 


Boston is believed to be the first city to embrace this particular approach to tracking vaccinations 
against the seasonal flu, estimated to kill 36,000 people each year in the United States, principally 
the elderly. 


But when Boston bought the monitoring system from a Milwaukee company in 2006, emergency 
authorities had a far different use in mind: tracking people injured in big fires, plane crashes, or other 
disasters. 


"When there's a large catastrophic event, people end up in a variety of healthcare facilities,” said 
Dr. Anita Barry, Boston's director of communicable disease control. "Of course, their family members 
and loved ones are trying to find out where they are and how they're doing." 


To see how well the system would work, emergency crews tested it at the Boston Marathon and 
the Fourth of July extravaganza on the Esplanade. The trial proved successful. 


"If we can make it work in the Boston Marathon medical tent, then you have to think about making 
it so that it can work in other environments as well - whether it's a community clinic or а doctor's 
office or a flu shot clinic," said Rich Serino, chief of Boston Emergency Medical Services. Thus, 
the idea to use the registry as a flu vaccine tracker was born. 
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Every autumn in medical offices across the country, flu vaccine floods in. The perishable medical 
product must be delivered to millions in a matter of months. 


Keeping track of that cache of vaccine - and which patients are getting it - is a daunting proposition. 


In some medical offices, the information is entered into electronic medical records. At Boston's 
health department, nurses fill out paper forms. 


But there's never been any way to systematically monitor whether, for example, Dorchester has 
lower vaccination rates than the North End. 


"When you're working in one clinic, you don't have a good sense of that," said Dr. Alfred DeMaria, 
top disease doctor at the Massachusetts Department of Public Health. "But if you're tracking multiple 
clinics in real time, you can see where the uptake is better and where it's less, and then focus on 
outreach.” 


Today's experiment, which does not require any additional direct spending, is a first step toward that. 


When people arrive for their shots, they will get an ID bracelet with a barcode. Next, basic 
information - name, age, gender, address - will be entered into the patient tracking database. There 
will be electronic records, too, of who gave the vaccine and whether it was injected into the right 
arm or the left, and time-stamped for that day. 


The resulting trove of data could be used to figure out why some patients had to wait longer than 
others to be vaccinated. "When all is said and done," said Jun Davantes, director of product management 
at EMSystems, the company that makes the technology, "Boston will be able to identify where there 
are certain bottlenecks in the process and hopefully improve it the next time around." 


Ultimately, city health authorities said, they envision creating a network across the city that would 
allow public and private providers of flu shots to add data to a registry. 


But acknowledging patients’ privacy concerns, officials promised that if a citywide system were 
implemented, only a limited amount of information would be gathered - all sitting behind an 
encrypted firewall. 


"I have had people say, 'Oh, that's so big brother,’ " said Laura Williams, EMS deputy chief of staff. 
"But in truth, the unique identifier is unique to the incident. It's not like you will go to the hospital, 
and they'll say, "You're the one who got the flu vaccine at 10 o'clock yesterday at the Boston Public 
Health Commission.’ " 
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Gil Y NEWS 


(Hellen Branswell) 
Researchers ponder future of bird flu 


CTV News (The Canadian Press), 1 January 2009, 6:05 PM ET 


Toronto — Five years after the avian influenza strain H5N1 started killing poultry and people in 
Southeast Asia, researchers still don't know what to make of the dangerous and unpredictable virus. 

After cutting an ever-widening swath through poultry flocks and infecting — and killing — mounting 
numbers of people in Asia, the Middle East and Africa, the virus seemed to almost take a breather 
in 2008. The year that just ended saw fewer recorded human cases than any since 2003, when this 
cycle of H5NI activity began. 


It raises the question: Is HSN1 on the wane? 


Sadly, science knows too little about how flu viruses emerge, spread and jump — or don't jump — 
from one species to the next to answer that question. Given the knowledge gap, influenza scientists 
are still pushing for pandemic preparedness. 

"Whether ог not H5N1 virus is going to cause a human pandemic, nobody can predict that," says 
Dr. Tim Uyeki, deputy chief of influenza surveillance and prevention for the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control. 

"I believe it's still a threat. But it's not the only threat," he adds, noting a two-month-old Chinese 
girl was hospitalized in Hong Kong in late December with an H9N2 avian flu infection. 


Whatever the uncertainty about H5N1, one thing is clear. A fog of exhaustion has settled over 
the influenza science community as well as the public health officials who have been slaving over 
pandemic plans. A healthy portion of the broader public is probably sick to death of the subject too. 

"I think flu fatigue is certainly a phrase which is thrown around a fair amount in the past several 
months or past year or so," admits Dr. Keiji Fukuda, head of the World Health Organization's global 
influenza program. 

"In stepping back after going through three or four years of working really hard, I think that there 
is a genuine sense of Wow! We have been pushing so hard and we are tired of that." 

Fukuda says the fear associated with the initial re-emergence of H5N1 — which infected 18 people 
and killed six in 1997 in its first known foray into humans — fuelled an urgent drive to prepare for 
what was feared to be an emerging pandemic. 

"There was truly a sense that we simply do not understand what this virus is going to do and it 
could just change at any moment into something. And I think that that really drove people to work 
incredibly hard," Fukuda says. 


But as time as gone on, it has become apparent the virus isn't working on a discernible timetable. 

After a peak of 115 human cases and 79 deaths in nine countries in 2006, human infections 
declined to 88 cases and 59 deaths in 2007. In 2008, only 40 human cases and 30 deaths were 
reported, from six countries. 

Experts can only guess at why that is, and whether it signals a long-term change or is merely a 
short-term blip. 
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"It could be just a cyclical thing,” says Dr. Maria Zambon, head of the respiratory viruses unit of 
Britain's Health Protection Agency. "I would be cautious, I think about ... inferring long-term 
trends from actually reasonably limited data." 

Zambon notes that for years, in the recent past, two separate families of influenza B viruses had 
circulated concurrently in Southeast Asia. The phenomenon was only seen in Southeast Asia; in the 
rest of the world, only one of the lineages of B viruses spread and caused infections. 


And then after the better part of a decade, the second lineage of B viruses broke free and started 
spreading all over. Scientists don't know why it took so long to happen or what the tipping point was. 

"So, my general point is flu is highly mutable," Zambon says. "It does all sorts of unpredictable 
things. And I just think it's something that one should not underestimate." 


Some pathogens do work in waves or cycles, says Dr. Michael Osterholm, head of the University 
of Minnesota's Center for Infectious Disease Research and Prevention. 

So it is technically possible that a primary wave has worked its way through bird populations and 
the viruses now circulating are less likely to infect humans or cause detectable human cases if they do. 

Osterholm is quick to add, though, that he's seen no evidence to support that kind of change, 
which typically happens over a longer period of time. 

"People want to play this out on a year-to-year basis. And unfortunately, this is going to be a 
many-year-to-many-year basis kind of evaluation,” he warns. 

Fukuda says studies haven't shown that the virus has fundamentally changed, so the best guess is 
that the reason for the decline in cases probably rests with human behaviour. Efforts to eradicate 
infected poultry have improved, and countries that use poultry vaccine may be lowering the number 
of times people come in contact with the viruses as a result. 

As well, affected countries have made strides at educating the public about the risk of contact 
with sick and dying poultry, he says, though poor people are probably still putting the carcasses of 
infected birds into the pot, rather than the pyre. 


Uyeki suggests other possibilities. 

As the problem has seemed to wane, so has attention on it. That could be translating into more 
lax surveillance for new cases. Doctors could be less likely to suspect and test for HSN1 infection, 
attributing illness to myriad other potential causes. 

And the virus has divided up into many different lines or "clades" and "sub-clades," a development 
that creates challenges for testing, he notes. If the sample genetic material laboratories used to look 
for viruses is out of date, a test that should be positive could come back negative. 

As the scientists watch and wonder, public health is struggling with its own questions. 

"I think really the question for a lot of them is whether enough has been done, whether such 
sustained effort is needed," Fukuda admits. "They know that work has to continue and they are not 
certain at what level it needs to continue." 

It's clear the threat of a flu pandemic, caused Бу H5N1, or H9N2 or one of a multitude of other 
influenza viruses, remains. It's clear the preparatory work is not finished. But it's also clear there are 
a vast number of other health problems competing for funding in highly challenging economic times. 


Itis a concern, Fukuda admits. 

"These are really long-term building efforts," he says of efforts to prepare the world to weather 
the next pandemic. 

"And if we begin to withdraw our attention and move our attention to something else which is 
completely different, then we really stand to lose a lot of the work which has been built up over the 
past four years." 

"To do this over and over again is truly ... it's like being Sisyphus," he says, referring to the Greek 
myth of a figure condemned to a task that can never be completed. 
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Hellen Branswell 


'Flu fatigue' sets in among scientists after global spread of virus slows 


The Globe and Mail (The Canadian Press), 1 January 2009 


Five years after the avian influenza strain H5N1 started killing poultry and people in Southeast 
Asia, researchers still don't know what to make of the dangerous and unpredictable virus. 

After cutting an ever-widening swath through poultry flocks and infecting - and killing - mounting 
numbers of people in Asia, the Middle East and Africa, the virus seemed almost to take a breather 
in 2008. The year that just ended saw fewer recorded human cases than any since 2003, when this 
cycle of H5N1 activity began. It raises the question: Is HSN1 on the wane? 

Sadly, science knows too little about how flu viruses emerge, spread and jump - or don't jump - 
from one species to the next to answer that question. Given the knowledge gap, scientists are still 
pushing for pandemic preparedness. 

"Whether or not H5NI virus is going to cause a human pandemic - nobody can predict that," says 
Tim Uyeki, deputy chief of influenza surveillance and prevention for the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control. 

"I believe it's still a threat. But it's not the only threat," he adds, noting a two-month-old Chinese 
girl was hospitalized in Hong Kong last month with an H9N2 avian flu infection. 

Whatever the uncertainty about H5N1, one thing is clear. A fog of exhaustion has settled over 
the influenza science community as well as the public health officials who have been slaving over 
pandemic plans. A healthy portion of the broader public is probably sick to death of the subject, too. 

"I think flu fatigue is certainly a phrase which is thrown around a fair amount in the past several 
months or past year or so," admits Keiji Fukuda, head of the World Health Organization's global 
influenza program. "In stepping back after going through three or four years of working really hard, 
I think that there is a genuine sense of 'Wow! We have been pushing so hard and we are tired of that'." 

After a peak of 115 human cases and 79 deaths in nine countries in 2006, human infections 
declined to 88 cases and 59 deaths in 2007. In 2008, only 40 human cases and 30 deaths were 
reported, from six countries. 

Experts can only guess at why that is. "It could be just a cyclical thing," says Maria Zambon, 
head of the respiratory viruses unit of Britain's Health Protection Agency. "I would be cautious, I 
think about ... inferring long-term trends from actually reasonably limited data." 

Dr. Fukuda says studies haven't shown that the virus has fundamentally changed, so the best guess 
is that the reason for the decline in cases probably rests with human behaviour. Efforts to eradicate 
infected poultry have improved, and countries that use poultry vaccine may be lowering the number 
of times people come in contact with the viruses as a result. 

Dr. Uyeki suggests other possibilities. As the problem has seemed to wane, so has attention on it. 
That could be translating into more lax surveillance for new cases. Doctors could be less likely to 
suspect and test for H5N1 infection, attributing illness to myriad other potential causes. 

It's clear the threat of a flu pandemic - caused by H5N1 or H9N2 or one of a multitude of other 
influenza viruses - remains. But it's also clear there are a vast number of other health problems 
competing for funding in highly challenging economic times. 

It is a concern, Dr. Fukuda admits. "If we begin to withdraw our attention and move our attention to 
something else which is completely different, then we really stand to lose a lot of the work which has 
been built up over the past four years. To do this over and over again is truly ... it's like being Sisyphus," 
he says, referring to the Greek myth of a man condemned to a task that can never be completed. 
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$CBC 


Hellen Branswell 
Whatever happened to avian flu? 
CBC News (The Canadian Press), 2 January 2009, 10:28 AM EST 


Five years after the avian influenza strain H5NI started killing poultry and people in Southeast 
Asia, researchers still don't know what to make of the dangerous and unpredictable virus. 

After cutting an ever-widening swath through poultry flocks and infecting — and killing — mounting 
numbers of people in Asia, the Middle East and Africa, the virus seemed to almost take a breather 
in 2008. The year that just ended saw fewer recorded human cases than any since 2003, when this 
cycle of H5NI activity began. 

... the same text as published in CTV.ca ... 


HAMILTON trator 


(Hellen Branswell) 
Bird flu virus keeps scientists guessing 


The Hamilton Spectator, 2 January 2009 


Five years after the avian influenza strain H5NI started killing poultry and people in Southeast 
Asia, researchers still don't know what to make of the dangerous and unpredictable virus. 

After cutting an ever-widening swath through poultry flocks and infecting — and killing — 
mounting numbers of people in Asia, the Middle East and Africa, the virus seemed to almost take a 
breather in 2008. The year that just ended saw fewer recorded human cases than any since 2003, 
when this cycle of H5NI activity began. 


Experts can only guess at why that is and whether it signals a long-term change or is merely a 
short-term blip. 

"It could be just a cyclical thing,” says Dr. Maria Zambon, head of the respiratory viruses unit of 
Britain's Health Protection Agency. "I would be cautious, I think about ... inferring long-term trends 
from actually reasonably limited data." 
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Stephanie Backus 


Scientists say pandemic is certain: 
Expert panel tells emergency managers 
it's just a matter of when the avian flu will spark a pandemic 


— Disaster News, Washington, DC. 7 March 2009 


It was 1999 and the world was buzzing with talk of Y2K. Banks were unsure if their computers 
would crash at midnight on New Years Eve or if they would switch over like nothing happened. 
People were stockpiling emergency items with fear the world would go back to prehistoric times. 
Then at midnight on December 31, the world paused, and took a collective sigh of relief. There 
were few glitches and many people started laughing at everyone who said it was going to be a big 
deal — at everyone who made emergency preparations for the event. 


Now, scroll forward 10 years, and part of the world is once again preparing for a different kind 
of disaster — a pandemic. A pandemic is a disease that spreads across a major geographical region 
including an entire country or countries. 


Many scientists are now sure that a version of H5NI, or the avian flu, will cause a pandemic in 
the future. While speaking to health officials at the National Emergency Management Summit 
Thursday, several experts said the issue was no longer an "if" issue, it was now "when." Without 
knowing when a pandemic will hit, many hospitals and the government are doing what they can to 
try to prepare the U.S. for the event. 


"In 2005 then President George Bush announced a national startegy for pandemic influenza," said 
Dr. Robin Robinson, senior project officer of the Public Health Emergency Preparedness Office of the 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. "It was a pandemic influenza implementation plan." 


Robinson has been partly responsible for making sure the U.S. is ready such an event. He said 
the plan initially had several parts, including the ability to make an influenza vaccine available for 
20 million people who are at high risk for getting the H5NI flu or are essential in a time of national 
emergency. 


"We also wanted to make sure we could have everyone in the U.S. vaccinated within six months 
of the pandemic declaration," Robinson said. 


Initially the plan was to have the ability to do that by 2011. Robinson said the government has 
the capability today to get everyone vaccinated in six months. By 2011, he said that time frame could 
be down to a month. According to Robinson, the government looked long and hard for enough 
vaccine to accomplish this goal. 


"We actually found on the black market a season of influenza vaccine priced between $400 and 
$600," he said, noting the price of a normal vaccine is less than $20. "Imagine when everyone is 
scared and will want something." 


Robinson said the government has also prepared to be able to provide antiviral drugs to 25 percent 
of the population, once the pandemic hits. 
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"We also wanted to provide drug stockpiles for strategic limited containment at the onset of the 
pandemic," he said. 


All the preparations could wear some down, though, according to P.J. Havice-Cover, a mental health 
professional and program coordinator for the state of Colorado. 


"With a flash bang event like the Oklahoma City bombings or 9/11, we spend a lot of energy 
planning," said Havice-Cover. "But this is a slow burn of a public health event because you have a 
protracted response that lasts a whole lot longer. It wears people down." 


Havice-Cover said we are over-warned in our lives and that causes a numbness to warnings for 
major events like a pandemic. 


"When you tell people to listen to warnings, they don't listen," she said. "There are warning labels 
on everything. We've heard the warnings over and over and over again, that we've become deaf to 
them. Ignoring the warning has become an art." 


Havice-Cover said once the pandemic comes, people will likely shrug their shoulders when they 
are told to prepare for it, until there is nothing left with which to prepare. She said once store shelves 
are empty or the pandemic hits close to home, people will start listening. 


"There is so much information coming at us, we don't know the seriousness of an event. You are 
going to get no action from the public when the pandemic hits," she said. "It's the primal shrug — the 
attitude of 'so what,' until we get to the tipping point and they realize what it means. It's when they 
go to the ER and they can't get in, or they go to a mobile triage site and they are told to go home. 
That is when they'll start to realize." 


Havice-Cover stressed the importance of preparing mentally for a pandemic. She said people will 
go through several stages, including depression and anger. 


"Grief and loss is a certainty in planning for the pandemic," she said. "You can respect and normalize 
people's grieving processes by giving them updates on progress. Don't just ignore the losses. If you're 
in a position to inform the public, talk about it. Community memorial services are very important." 


She said it was also important to be prepared to be quarantined for months at a time. She said 
stockpiling food was important, but there was another aspect to that preparation. 


"It's important to be prepared to entertain children for long periods of time. We've become a society 
that works, so some may need that preparation. We also need to be teaching kids how to cover your 
cough and the importance of handwashing as well as how long and the best way to wash hands," 
she said. 


Quarantine could be an important part of the fight against a pandemic. 


"When you're talking to people, voice your appreciation for those in quarantine. Talk about how 
they're hometown heroes and doing waht they need to be doing in order to protect the community," 
said Havice-Cover. 


According to Havice-Cover, eventually the pandemic will subside, but it is important not to expect 
life to begin quickly again. 


"Once the community is allowed to return to normal activities, some people are going to do that, 
but some are going to be very cautious. These are both very normal responses. 


But Havice-Cover was confident people would get through the pandemic. 


"Resillience and change is a given; challenges help us grow. 
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REUTERS 


Maggie Fox, a reporter; Chris Wilson, an editor 
U.S. Regulator Approves Rapid Test for Bird Flu 


Reuters, 7 April 2009, 6:21pm EDT 


Washington, April 7 (Reuters) — The U.S. Food and Drug Administration said on Tuesday it had 
approved a fast test for HSN1 bird Пи that can show in less than an hour if people are infected. 


The test, made by Sunnyvale, California-based Arbor Vita Corporation, should greatly speed up 
diagnosis and treatment of people infected with avian influenza, the FDA said. Most current tests 
take hours. 


"This test is an important tool to help quickly identify emerging influenza A/H5N1 infections 
and reduce exposure to large populations,” said Dr. Daniel Schultz, director of the FDA's Center for 
Devices and Radiological Health. 


"The clearance of this test represents a major step toward protecting the public from the threat of 
pandemic flu." 


H5N1 mostly affects birds, but it occasionally infects people and is deadly when it does. The 
World Health Organization says 413 people have been infected and 256 have died in 15 countries 
since 2003. 


Quick treatment with Riche AG (ROG.VX) and Gilead Sciences Inc's (GILD.O) drug Tamiflu 
can help save lives but usually people are not diagnosed right away. 


"The test, called AVantage A/H5NI Flu Test, detects influenza A/H5NI in throat or nose swabs 
collected from patients who have flu-like symptoms," the FDA said in a statement. 


"The test identifies in less than 40 minutes a specific protein (NS1) that indicates the presence of 
the influenza A/H5N1 virus subtype. Previous tests cleared by the FDA to detect this influenza A 
virus subtype can take three or four hours to produce results." 


Experts fear HSN1 could mutate into a form that spreads easily from person to person. If it did, it 
would cause a pandemic that could kill millions and devastate economies. Governments are trying 
to prepare for such an epidemic by stockpiling drugs, vaccines and diagnostic tests. (Reporting by 
Maggie Fox; editing by Chris Wilson) 
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Journal of 
Virology 


| AMERICAN 
2 SOCIETY FOR 


MICROBIOLOGY 


Sara Jackson, Neal Van Hoeven, Li-Mei Chen, Taronna R. 
Maines, Nancy J. Cox, Jacqueline M. Katz, Ruben O. Donis 


Reassortment between Avian H5N1 and Human H3N2 Influenza Viruses in Ferrets: 
a Public Health Risk Assessment 


Journal of Virology, August 2009, 83 (16): 8131-8140 


This study investigated whether transmissible HS subtype human-avian reassortant viruses could 
be generated in vivo. To this end, ferrets were coinfected with recent avian HSN1 (A/Thailand/16/04) 
and human H3N2 (A/Wyoming/3/03) viruses. 


Genotype analyses of plaque-purified viruses from nasal secretions of coinfected ferrets revealed 
that approximately 9% of recovered viruses contained genes from both progenitor viruses. 


H5 and H3 subtype viruses, including reassortants, were found in airways extending toward and 
in the upper respiratory tract of ferrets. However, only parental H5N1 genotype viruses were found 
in lung tissue. 


Approximately 34% of the recovered reassortant viruses possessed the HS hemagglutinin (HA) 
gene, with five unique H5 subtypes recovered. 


These Н5 reassortants were selected for further studies to examine their growth and transmissibility 
characteristics. 


Five Н5 viruses with representative reassortant genotypes showed reduced titers in nasal secretions 
of infected ferrets compared to the parental HSN1 virus. 


No transmission by direct contact between infected and naive ferrets was observed. These studies 
indicate that reassortment between H5N1 avian influenza and H3N2 human viruses occurred readily 
in vivo and furthermore that reassortment between these two viral subtypes is likely to occur in 
ferret upper airways. 


Given the relatively high incidence of reassortant viruses from tissues of the ferret upper airway, 
it is reasonable to conclude that continued exposure of humans and animals to HSN1 alongside 
seasonal influenza viruses increases the risk of generating H5 subtype reassortant viruses that may 
be shed from upper airway secretions. 
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The . 
Economist 


Will avian flu be the next human pandemic? 
The virus has spread from birds to mammals, heightening the risk 


The Economist, 14 February 2023 


He Largest-Ever recorded outbreak of avian influenza is tearing through populations of poultry 
and wild birds across the world. There are growing fears that it might pose a risk to humans, too. On 
February 8th Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, the head of the World Health Organisation, warned 
that the world had to prepare for a possible bird-flu pandemic. How worried should humankind be? 


Dr Tedros’s warning was prompted by the recent spread of H5N1, a subtype of the influenza 
virus, from birds to mammals. In recent weeks Peru has reported the deaths of 585 sea lions from 
H5NI. In October an outbreak was discovered on а mink farm in Spain. In Britain the virus has 
been found in foxes and otters. 
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3. Homeless people die after a bird flu vaccine trial in Poland in July 2008 


The NEW ENGLAND 
JOURNAL of MEDICINE 


Ehrlich HJ, Miiller M, Oh HM, et al. 


Baxter H5N1 Pandemic Influenza Vaccine Clinical Study Team 
A clinical trial of a whole-virus H5N1 vaccine derived from cell culture 


N Engl J Med. 2008, Jun 12; 358 (24): 2573-2584 


Abstract 

Background: Widespread infections of avian species with avian influenza H5N1 virus and its 
limited spread to humans suggest that the virus has the potential to cause a human influenza pandemic. 
An urgent need exists for an Н5М1 vaccine that is effective against divergent strains of H5N1 virus. 


Methods: In a randomized, dose-escalation, phase 1 and 2 study involving six subgroups, we 
investigated the safety of an H5N1 whole-virus vaccine produced on Vero cell cultures and 
determined its ability to induce antibodies capable of neutralizing various H5N1 strains. In two 
visits 21 days apart, 275 volunteers between the ages of 18 and 45 years received two doses of 
vaccine that each contained 3.75 microg, 7.5 microg, 15 microg, or 30 microg of hemagglutinin 
antigen with alum adjuvant or 7.5 microg or 15 microg of hemagglutinin antigen without adjuvant. 
Serologic analysis was performed at baseline and on days 21 and 42. 


Results: The vaccine induced a neutralizing immune response not only against the clade 1 
(A/V ietnam/1203/2004) virus strain but also against the clade 2 and 3 strains. The use of adjuvants 
did not improve the antibody response. Maximum responses to the vaccine strain were obtained 
with formulations containing 7.5 microg and 15 microg of hemagglutinin antigen without adjuvant. 
Mild pain at the injection site (in 9 to 27% of subjects) and headache (in 6 to 31% of subjects) were 
the most common adverse events identified for all vaccine formulations. 


Conclusions: A two-dose vaccine regimen of either 7.5 microg or 15 microg of hemagglutinin 
antigen without adjuvant induced neutralizing antibodies against diverse H5N1 virus strains in a 
high percentage of subjects, suggesting that this may be a useful H5NI vaccine. (ClinicalTrials.gov 
number, NCT00349141.) 
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dziennik , pl 


Szczepionke na ptasia grype testowali na bezdomnych 


Dziennik.pl, 2 lipca 2008, 03:09 (2 July 2008) 


Za kazde zaszczepienie nowym specyfikiem przeciwko grypie bezdomni z Grudziadza dostawali 
od przychodni po 5-10 złotych. Nie wiedzieli jednak, ze nie chodziło o zwykłą grypę, а o siejaca na 
świecie spustoszenie ptasią grypę. Kilkanascie osób zmarło. Czy ich śmierć miata związek z 
testami? Do szokujących informacji dotarł reporter "Faktów" TVN. Zachowanie lekarzy potępiła 
minister zdrowia Ewa Kopacz. 


Bezdomni twierdzą, że nie wiedzieli, iż szczepią ich przeciwko ptasiej grypie. W kwietniu 2007 
roku grudziądzka przychodnia "Dobra Praktyka" wysłała do nich zapytanie, w którym była mowa o 
nieodpłatnym przekazaniu szczepionki przeciw zwykłej grypie o nazwie VAXIGRIP. Za każdą 
szczepionkę mieli dostać pieniądze, dlatego niektórzy zaszczepili się nawet kilkanaście razy. Dopiero 
teraz okazało się, że otrzymali dwie dawki szczepionki FLUAD- H5N1, która była ocenianą w tym 
badaniu szczepionką przeciwko groznemu wirusowi grypy H5N1. 


Tuż po szczepieniach kilkanaście osób zmarło. Nie wiadomo, czy testowanie szczepionki było 
przyczyną śmierci bezdomnych. Wielu z nich to osoby schorowane i wycieńczone trybem życia, dla 
których takie eksperymenty mogą być niebezpieczne. Statystyka daje jednak wiele do myślenia. 


"W 2004 roku zmarło czterech bezdomnych z naszego ośrodka" - przyznaje w rozmowie z 
"Faktami" Mieczysław Wacławski, kierownik schroniska im św. Brata Alberta w Grudziądzu. 
Jednak w 2005 i 2006 roku zmarło łącznie 16 osób, w 2007 roku - roku, w którym testowano 
szczepionkę - aż 21. Według TVN24, pokrzywdzonych może być nawet 350 osób. Około 150 z 
nich - to bezdomni. Reszta to zwyczajni mieszkańcy, zwabieni zarobkiem. 


Kierownictwo przychodni broni się, że wszyscy pacjenci podpisali zgodę na szczepienie i 
wiedzieli, przeciwko czemu się szczepia. 


Wczoraj do toruńskiego sądu wpłynął akt oskarżenia przeciwko trojgu lekarzom i sześciu 
pielęgniarkom. Jak wykazało śledztwo, oszukali oni nie tylko pacjentów, ale i firmę farmaceutyczną, 
która zleciła szczepienia. Prokuratura zarzuca im fałszowanie dokumentacji, nakłanianie świadków 
do składania fałszywych zeznań i poświadczanie nieprawdy, a także przywłaszczenia mienia. 
Zarzut narażenia zdrowia i życia bezdomnych jednak w akcie oskarżenia nie pada. 


Zachowaniem lekarzy oburzona jest minister zdrowia. "Lekarze, którzy prowadzili te badania, 


nie powinni wracać do zawodu" — tak oskarżonych lekarzy oceniła w programie "Fakty po Faktach" 
Ewa Kopacz. "W interesie wszystkich lekarzy leży, by ci, którzy zawinili, ponieśli karę" - dodała. 
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The Telegraph News Sport Business Opinion Ukraine Money Life Style Travel Culture Puzzles 


Matthew Day 
Homeless people die after bird flu vaccine trial in Poland 


Three Polish doctors and six nurses are facing criminal prosecution after a number 
of homeless people died following medical trials for a vaccine to the H5N1 bird-flu virus. 


The Telegraph, UK, 2 July 2008, 4:37 pm 


The medical staff, from the northern town of Grudziadz, are being investigated over medical 
trials on as many as 350 homeless and poor people last year, which prosecutors say involved an 
untried vaccine to the highly-contagious virus. 


Authorities claim that the alleged victims received £1-2 to be tested with what they thought was 
a conventional flu vaccine but, according to investigators, was actually an anti bird-flu drug. 


The director of a Grudziadz homeless centre, Mieczyslaw Waclawski, told a Polish newspaper 
that last year, 21 people from his centre died, a figure well above the average of about eight. 


Although authorities have yet to prove a direct link between the deaths and the activities of the 
medical staff, Poland's health minister, Ewa Kopacz, has said that the doctors and nurses involved 
should not return to their profession. 


"It is in the interests of all doctors that those who are responsible for this are punished," the 
minister added. 


Investigators are also probing the possibility that the medical staff may have also have десетуед 
the pharmaceutical companies that commissioned the trials. 


The suspects said that the all those involved knew that the trial involved an anti-H5N1 drug and 
willingly participated. 


The news of the investigation will come as another blow to the reputation of Poland's beleaguered 
and poverty-stricken national health service. In 2002, a number of ambulance medics were found 
guilty of killing their patients for commissions from funeral companies. 
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MED НОВОСТИ 100 ВОПРОСОВ ПРО ИММУНИТЕТ НОВОСТИ 


В Польше несколько бездомных умерли 
во время испытаний вакцины от птичьего гриппа 


MED media, 3 июля 2008, 18:19 


В Польше возбуждено уголовное дело в отношении Tpex врачей и шести медсестер, пред- 
положительно привлекавших постояльцев приюта для бездомных к клиническим испытаниям 
вакцины против птичьего гриппа. По данным администрации, за время исследования смерт- 
ность в приюте выросла почти в три раза. 


Согласно сообщениям местных СМИ, незаконные испытания экспериментального препа- 
рата проводились в приюте польского города Грудзёндз в 2007 году. За каждую прививку 
испытуемые получали вознаграждение в размере 5-10 злотых, причем некоторые из них 
прививались по десять и более раз. Как предполагают следователи, испытуемым сообщали, 
что на них тестируют утвержденный препарат от обычного гриппа, на самом же деле им 
вводили экспериментальную вакцину для защиты от вируса птичьего гриппа H5N1. 


Следователи считают также, что организаторы эксперимента вводили в заблуждение раз- 
работчиков препарата, которые ничего не знали о методах подбора и составе участников 
исследования. 


По данным директора приюта Мечислава Вацлавского, в течение 2007 года скончался 21 
постоялец этого социального учреждения, тогда как предыдущие годы там фиксировалось в 
среднем не более 9 смертей в год. 


Хотя причинно-следственная связь между всплеском смертности и незаконными испыта- 
ниями пока не доказана, министр здравоохранения Польши Эва Копач уже заявила о реши- 
мости строжайшим образом покарать виновных. 


В свою очередь, подозреваемые в грубых нарушениях медицинской этики медики продол- 
жают настаивать на своей невиновности. По их словам, все привлеченные к испытаниям 
люди были предупреждены о возможных рисках и подписали информированное согласие на 
участие в исследовании. 
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POULTRY WORLD 


Natalie Berkhout 
Poland: bird flu vaccine scam 


Poultry World, 8 April 2009 


Three doctors and six nurses accused of having tested a vaccine against bird flu on nearly 200 
patients without their knowledge went on trial in northern Poland. 


The accused health workers have been charged with “fraud, creating false documents and delivering 
health care without authorisation” to 196 patients, according to judge Piotr Szadkowski of the 
Torun region. 


All nine accused pleaded not guilty, however, if found guilty each health worker could be sentenced 
to up to 10 years in jail. 


It has been reported that the medical personnel are charged with administering a vaccine banned 
in Poland against the deadly H5N1 strain of bird flu that can be transmitted to humans. Further reports 


state that the patients were paid for the vaccines. 


They allegedly led their patients, many of them poor and homeless, to believe they were being 
vaccinated against ordinary flu. 
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OTS 


Kein Vogelgrippefall in Wien 


OTS, 11 Februaty 2009 
https://www.ots.at/presseaussendung/OTS_20090211_OTS0073/kein-vogelgrippefall-in-wien 


Wien (OTS) - Am vergangenen Montag wurden im Wiener Otto-Wagner-Spital 18 Mitarbeiterinnen 
eines externen Unternehmens ambulant behandelt, da vorerst nicht ausgeschlossen werden konnte, 
dass sie im Rahmen ihrer Arbeit mit einem Vogelgrippe-Erreger in Kontakt gekommen seien. Bei 
keinem der umfassenden Tests wurde eine Infektion festgestellt.**** 


Darüber hinaus wurden die PatientInnen umgehend mit einer Grippe-Vorsorge b71ehandelt. 
"Weder fiir die Patientinnen und Patienten noch fiir Personen, die mit ihnen in Kontakt waren, 
bestand eine Gefáhrdung. Selbstverstándlich haben wir aber alle zustándigen Behórden informiert", 
erklárte Dr.in Susanne Drapalik von der Generaldirektion der Spitáler der Stadt Wien. (Schluss) cl 


OTS-ORIGINALTEXT PRESSEAUSSENDUNG UNTER AUSSCHLIESSLICHER INHALTLICHER 
VERANTWORTUNG DES AUSSENDERS | NRK0009 


AA 


OTTO WAGNER SPITAL 


Die Klinik Penzing 
Bis 2020 Otto-Wagner-Spital 


https://Ih3.googleusercontent.com/p/AF1QipMS6nTAi9-8fiKVMFCTtgCUE-ND8q70GjBufrhL=s 1360-w1360-h 1020 
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iDNES.cz | ZPRAVODAJSTVÍ Domácí Zahraničí Krimi Kraje Volby Ekonomika Kultura 


Bohdana Jarošová, Lenka Petrášová 
Do Česka se dostala vakcína nakažená smrtelným virem ptačí chřipky 


iDNES.cz, 17 February 2009, 4:21, aktualizováno 9:43 


Smrtelná ptačí chřipka se ocitla v České republice a jen díky náhodě se jí nenakazili lidé. 
Společnost Biotest v Konárovicích na Kolínsku testovala vakcínu rakouské farmaceutické firmy 
Baxter, která ji vyvíjí. Jenže vakcína obsahovala 1 agresivní virus ptačí chřipky Н5МІ. 


Státní veterinární správa odhalila, že zvířata byla nakažena smrtelným virem ptačí chřipky. 
Ilustrační foto. | foto: Profimedia.cz 


Rakušané to zjistili několik týdnů po začátku testů. Ale to už bylo pozdě. 


"Vakcínu v Biotestu testovali na fretkách od začátku ledna. Výzkum byl povolen ministerstvem 
průmyslu a obchodu. Najednou začaly fretky hynout a výzkum byl ukončen 6. února," říká hlavní 
hygienik Michael Vít. V bezprostřední blízkosti viru se výzkumníci pohybovali od 30. ledna. 


Následně Státní veterinární správa odhalila, že zvířata byla nakažena smrtelným virem ptačí 
chřipky. "Všechny fretky jsme museli zlikvidovat a firmu zavfit," říká mluvčí veterinářů Josef 
Duben. K dezinfekčním opatřením nasadili sedmdesátiprocentní etanol, který podle Dubna 
"dokonale zabíjí vše živé". 


Lék ihned dostalo třináct lidí 


V nebezpečí se rázem ocitli všichni, kdo přišli s nakaženými fretkami do styku. "Třináct lidí 
okamžitě dostalo lék Tamiflu a všichni prošli testy. Naštěstí se ukázalo, že nikdo nebyl nakažen. I 
když už mají inkubační dobu za sebou, přesto je nadále testujeme na výskyt možných protilátek v 
krvi," dodává Vít. 

Pokud by nějaký výzkumník byl nakažen, mohl před vyšetřením nakazit spoustu lidí. Že se vir 
nerozšířil na další obyvatele jen díky štěstí, připouštějí 1 sami odborníci. 
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Podobný případ v Česku veterináři ani hygienici nepamatují. "Je to vážné varování, žádná 
legrace to nebyla," říká Duben. Firma Baxter přiznává, že chyba se stala už v Rakousku a přes 
hranice posílala již "nakaženou zásilku". 


"Stalo se to zřejmě při balení. Informovali jsme testující společnost," uvádí Richard Tischler z 
firmy Baxter. Podle něho dostalo lék Tamiflu dokonce devětadvacet lidí. 


Kontrolní systém není příliš hloubkový 

Při vývoji léků je pro testy na zvířatech zapotřebí jen povolení ministerstva průmyslu a obchodu, 
které však o lécích a jejich rizicích jinak nic neví. A schválení etické komise ministerstva zemědělství, 
že se se zvířaty bude zacházet dobře. 

Potíž je také v tom, že při podobných testech v České republice zákony chrání víc zvířata než 


lidi. "Pečlivě se staráme o etickou stránku testů na zvířatech, ale že jsou tu vážná rizika pro lidi, to 
nikdo neřeší," říká ředitel Státního ústavu pro kontrolu léčiv Martin Beneš. 


KUCZyCZ 


Markéta Hófferová 
Do Ceska se dostala vakcína nakažená smrtelným virem ptačí chřipky 
Kurzy.cz, 17 February 2009, 11:09:30 

Server iDnes uvádí, že ptačí chřipka se ocitla v České republice a jen díky náhodě se jí 
nenakazili lidé. Společnost Biotest v Konárovicich na Kolínsku testovala vakcínu rakouské 
farmaceutické firmy Baxter, která ji vyvíjí. Jenže vakcína obsahovala 1 agresivní virus ptačí chřipky 
H5N1. Rakušané to zjistili několik týdnů po začátku testů. Ale to už bylo pozdě. 

"Vakcínu v Biotestu testovali na fretkách od začátku ledna. Výzkum byl povolen ministerstvem 
průmyslu a obchodu. Najednou začaly fretky hynout a výzkum byl ukončen 6. února," říká hlavní 


hygienik Michael Vít. V bezprostřední blízkosti viru se výzkumníci pohybovali od 30. ledna. 


Celou zprávu si můžete přečíst na serveru iDnes, a to konkrétně ZDE. 
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MEDICAL TRIBUNE 


Lidem hrozila nákaza smrtící ptačí chřipkou 


Medical Tribune, 17 February 2009 


Smrtelná ptačí chřipka se ocitla v České republice a jen díky náhodě se jí nenakazili lidé. 

Jak se sem vir dostal? Společnost Biotest v Konárovicích na Kolínsku testovala vakcínu rakouské 
farmaceutické firmy Baxter, která ji vyvíjí. Jenže vakcína navíc obsahovala 1 agresivní virus ptačí 
chřipky H5N1. Rakušané to zjistili týden po začátku testů. Ale to už bylo pozdě. 

"Vakcínu v Biotestu testovali na fretkách od konce ledna. Výzkum byl povolen ministerstvem 
průmyslu a obchodu. Najednou začaly fretky hynout a výzkum byl ukončen 6. února," říká hlavní 


hygienik Michael Vít. 


Následně Státní veterinární správa odhalila, že zvířata byla nakažena smrtelným virem ptačí 
chřipky. "Všechny fretky jsme museli zlikvidovat a firmu zavřít," říká mluvčí veterinářů Josef Duben. 


V nebezpečí se rázem ocitli všichni, kdo přišli s nakaženými fretkami do styku. 
"Třináct lidí okamžitě dostalo lék Tamiflu a všichni prošli testy. Naštěstí se ukázalo, že nikdo 
nebyl nakažen. I když už mají inkubační dobu za sebou, přesto je nadále testujeme na výskyt možných 


protilátek v krvi," dodává Vit. 


Podobný případ v Česku veterináři ani hygienici nepamatují. "Je to vážné varování, žádná legrace 
to nebyla," říká Duben. 


Firma Baxter přiznává, že chyba se stala už v Rakousku a přes hranice posílala již "nakaženou zäsilku". 

"Stalo se to zřejmě ри balení. Informovali jsme testující společnost," uvádí Richard Tischler z 
firmy Baxter. Potíž je v tom, že při podobných testech v Ceské republice zákony chrání víc zvířata 
než lidi. "Pečlivě se staráme o etickou stránku testů na zvířatech, ale že jsou tu vážná rizika pro lidi, 
to nikdo neřeší," říká ředitel Státního ústavu pro kontrolu léčiv Martin Beneš. 


"Na co čekáme? Na tragédii?" dodává. 


Zdroj: Mladá Fronta DNES 
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Novinky.cz 


Václav Pergl 


Lidé ohrožení ptačí chřipkou z vadné vakcíny jsou у pořádku 
Novinky.cz, 17 February 2009, 13:52 


https://www.novinky.cz/domaci/clanek/lide-ohrozeni-ptaci-chripkou-z-vadne-vakciny-jsou-v-poradku-40219468 


Hlavni hygienik CR Michael Vit 


Všechny osoby, jimž У souvislosti s testováním nové chřipkové vakcíny hrozilo, Ze se mohly 
nakazit virem ptačí chřipky, jsou v pořádku. Právu to v úterý potvrdil Hlavní hygienik CR Michael Vít. 


„Dnes už uplynula dvojnásobná doba inkubace pro eventuální nakažení virem ptačí chřipky a nic 
se nestalo. Lidé jsou v pořádku. Jim ani nikomu jinému žádné nebezpečí nehrozí,“ řekl Vít. 


Reagoval tak na informaci, že agresivní ptačí virus chřipky H5N1 nedopatřením obsahovala 
vakcína rakouské farmaceutické firmy Baxeter, kterou testovala společnost Biotest v Konárovicích 
na Kolínsku. 


„Testy se prováděly s chřipkovou vakcínou typu H3N2 od 30. ledna. Pokusné fretky začaly mít 
zdravotní potíže 6. února a některé uhynuly. Tentýž den jsme se o tom dověděli a učinili patřičná 
opatření,“ prohlásil Vít. 


Zaměstnanci dostali protilátku 


Informoval, že všichni, kdo se dostali do kontaktu s pokusnými zvířaty, nebo se jinak zapojili do 
pokusu, dostali okamžitě antivirový přípravek Tamiflu. Všichni byli také vyšetření nejmodernější 
molekulární metodou, aby se vyloučila možnost, Ze se nakazili agresivním virem ptačí chřipky H5N1. 


„Nikdo nebyl nakažen,“ řekl Vít s tím, že hygienici spolupracovali s veterinární správou. Ta 
podle Víta skutečně odhalila, že zvířata byla nakažena smrtelným virem ptačí chřipky H5NI. 
„Všechny fretky byly zlikvidovány a farma prošla a prochází rozsáhlou dezinfekcí všech prostor,“ 
dodal Vít. 


Podle mluvčího Státní veterinární správy Josefa Dubna to ale „žádná legrace nebyla“. Firma 
Baxter přiznala, že chyba se stala už v Rakousku a přes hranice do Сес již putovala nakažená 
zásilka. Stalo se tak zřejmě při balení. 
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Avian Flu Diary 


Austrian firm sent deadly vaccine for testing in Czech Republic 


Avian Flu Diary, by DPA, 17 February 2009, 15:18:01 GMT 


Prague — An Austrian pharmaceutical firm sent a flu vaccine, which it had accidentally contaminated 
with the deadly H5N1 bird flu virus, for testing in the Czech Republic, a report said Tuesday, DPA 
reported. 


The Austrian firm Baxter said it contaminated the vaccine with the dangerous virus by accident, 
likely during packaging in Austria, the Mlada Fronta Dnes daily reported, citing Baxter's representative. 


Baxter shipped the infected vaccine to the Czech biomedical firm Biotest for testing on ferrets in 
late January. 


None of Biotest's 13 employees, who had been exposed to the highly pathogenic virus for a 
week, contracted the disease. 


According to the World Health Organization figures, the bird flu has killed 254 people, mostly in 
Asia and Africa, including four deaths reported in Turkey. 


The Czech Republic's chief epidemiologist Michael Vit said that it was unclear whether the 
Biotest workers had been under a high risk of infection as the Czech authorities did not know how 
much virus the vaccine contained. 


Officials, however, hinted that the situation could have been serious. "Thank God it did not 
spread," Vit said. 


The Czech company managed to prevent the virus from spreading outside the lab to poultry 
breeds, which would have had to be culled in such an event. 


"If 1t were to spread to poultry farms it would have caused serious problems," said Josef Duben, 
a spokesman for the Czech State Veterinary Administration. 


The exposed employees were given Tamiflu medicine and have been regularly tested, Vit said. 


The infected ferrets had to be culled and the laboratory, which is located 70 kilometres east of 
the Czech capital Prague, was disinfected. 


trend № 


nows agency 


Austrian firm sent deadly vaccine for testing in Czech Republic 


Trend News Agency, 17 February 2009, 20:17 (UTC +04:00) 
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Bleak News of the Day 


RSOE EDIS: Czech Republic — Biological Hazard. 


Bleak News, 17 February 2009, 15:39; 


EDIS CODE: BH-20090217-20552-CZE 

Date « Time: 2009-02-17 15:39:03 [UTC] 

Area: Czech Republic, The area wasn\’t defined!, About 70 kilometres east of Prague, 
Event exciting: Laboratory error. (H5N1 vaccine) 

The name of Hazard: H5N1 

Damage level: Low (Level 1) 

Not confirmed information! 


Description: 

An Austrian pharmaceutical firm sent a flu vaccine, which it had accidentally contaminated with 
the deadly H5N1 bird flu virus, for testing in the Czech Republic, a report said Tuesday. The 
Austrian firm Baxter said it contaminated the vaccine with the dangerous virus by accident, likely 
during packaging in Austria, the Mlada Fronta Dnes daily reported, citing Baxter’s representative. 
Baxter shipped the infected vaccine to the Czech biomedical firm Biotest for testing on ferrets in 
late January. None of Biotest’s 13 employees, who had been exposed to the highly pathogenic virus 
for a week, contracted the disease. 


According to the World Health Organization figures, the bird flu has killed 254 people, mostly in 
Asia and Africa, including four deaths reported in Turkey. 


The Czech Republic’s chief epidemiologist Michael Vit said that it was unclear whether the 
Biotest workers had been under a high risk of infection as the Czech authorities did not know how 
much virus the vaccine contained. Officials, however, hinted that the situation could have been 
serious. “Thank God it did not spread,” Vit said. 


The Czech company managed to prevent the virus from spreading outside the lab to poultry 
breeds, which would have had to be culled in such an event. “If it were to spread to poultry farms it 
would have caused serious problems,” said Josef Duben, a spokesman for the Czech State 
Veterinary Administration. 


The exposed employees were given Tamiflu medicine and have been regularly tested, Vit said. 


The infected ferrets had to be culled and the laboratory, which is located 70 kilometres east of the 
Czech capital Prague, was disinfected. 
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BCM " 


Matthias Hämmerle 


Laborsendung eines österreichischen Pharmaunternehmens 
versehentlich mit H5N1 infiziert 


Hungary, BCM.News, 17 Februar 2009 


Eine östereichisches Pharma-Unternehmen hat eine versehentlich mit dem tödlichen H5N1-Virus 
verseuchte Sendung an ein tschechisches Bio-Labor versandt. Die 13 Mitarbeiter des Bio-Labors 
wurden vorsorglich mit Tamiflu behandelt und regelmäßig getestet. Es traten bislang keine 
Infektionen auf. 


Quelle: RSOE Emergency and Disaster Information Service, Budapest, Hungary 


Originalmeldung: 

An Austrian pharmaceutical firm sent a flu vaccine, which it had accidentally contaminated with 
the deadly H5N1 bird flu virus, for testing in the Czech Republic, a report said Tuesday. The 
Austrian firm Baxter said it contaminated the vaccine with the dangerous virus by accident, likely 
during packaging in Austria, the Mlada Fronta Dnes daily reported, citing Baxter’s representative. 
Baxter shipped the infected vaccine to the Czech biomedical firm Biotest for testing on ferrets in 
late January. None of Biotest’s 13 employees, who had been exposed to the highly pathogenic virus 
for a week, contracted the disease. 


According to the World Health Organization figures, the bird flu has killed 254 people, mostly in 
Asia and Africa, including four deaths reported in Turkey. 


The Czech Republic’s chief epidemiologist Michael Vit said that it was unclear whether the 
Biotest workers had been under a high risk of infection as the Czech authorities did not know how 
much virus the vaccine contained. Officials, however, hinted that the situation could have been 
serious. “Thank God it did not spread,” Vit said. 


The Czech company managed to prevent the virus from spreading outside the lab to poultry 
breeds, which would have had to be culled in such an event. “If it were to spread to poultry farms it 
would have caused serious problems,” said Josef Duben, a spokesman for the Czech State 
Veterinary Administration. 


The exposed employees were given Tamiflu medicine and have been regularly tested, Vit said. 


The infected ferrets had to be culled and the laboratory, which is located 70 kilometres east of the 
Czech capital Prague, was disinfected. 
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E 3 PoultruMeo 


Czech Republic: H5N1 lab exposure. Contaminated vaccine 


FOU NE 17 mm ard 
https://web.archive.org/web/20090314011934/http://www.poultrymed.com/Poultry/Templates/showpage.asp?DBID=1 


© &LNGID=1&TMID=178&FID=604&P [D-0&IID-26629 


An Austrian pharmaceutical firm sent a flu vaccine, which it had accidentally contaminated with 
the H5N1 avian influenza virus, for testing in the Czech Republic. The Austrian firm Baxter said it 
contaminated the vaccine by accident, likely during packaging in Austria. Baxter shipped the infected 
vaccine to the Czech biomedical firm Biotest for testing on ferrets in late January. The contaminated 
product, which Baxter calls "experimental virus material," was made at the Orth-Donau research 
facility. The contaminated product, a mix of H3N2 seasonal flu viruses and unlabelled H5N1 viruses, 
was supplied to an Austrian research company. The Austrian firm, Avir Green Hills Biotechnology, 
then sent portions of it to sub-contractors in the Czech Republic, Slovenia and Germany. The World 
Health Organization's European operation is closely monitoring the investigation into the events 
that took place at Baxter International's research facility in Orth-Donau, Austria. 


Baxter's error is reminiscent of a 2005 incident where a U.S. manufacturer of kits used by laboratories 
to test their detection capabilities included vials of H2N2 virus in several thousand proficiency kits. 


The US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) announced on 5th March 2008, they had found 
evidence that the heparin blood thinning product made by Baxter was contaminated. 19 people have 
died and 785 were reported to be gravely ill of severe allergic reactions after receiving injections of 
Baxter's heparin. 
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Avian Flu Diary 


Ferreting Out A Problem In the Laboratory 


Avian Flu Diary, by DPA, 17 February 2009 


In what could have been a major incident, we are just now learning about a mix-up with 
experimental vaccines being tested at a laboratory in the Czech Republic. 


According to early news reports an experimental (presumably seasonal flu) vaccine was 
contaminated at the factory with the H5N1 virus and sent off to a laboratory for testing on ferrets. 


Some of the ferrets died, which set off alarm bells. 


Surviving ferrets were culled and employees of the lab were immediately placed on Tamiflu. 
Luckily none were reported to have been infected by the virus. 


This report from DPA. 
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Пресса 


(5) 17.02.2009 


Пресса 


МГАО (радио-Прага), 17 февраля 2009 


Слабые места закона о тестировании выявила нелицеприятная история с продукцией 
австрийской фармацевтической фирмы Baxter, производящей вакцину. 


С конца января вакцину тестировало на хорьках общество Biotest в Конаровицах 
Колинской области. Исследование было разрешено министерством промышленности и 
торговли. 


Слабые места закона о тестировании выявила нелицеприятная история с продукцией 
австрийской фармацевтической фирмы Важег, производящей вакцину. С конца января 
вакцину тестировало на хорьках общество Biotest в Конаровицах Колинской области. 
Исследование было разрешено министерством промышленности и торговли. 


Препарат, однако, содержал и смертельно опасный вирус птичьего гриппа HSN1, который, 
видимо, попал в посылку во время упаковки. Австрийцы выяснили это спустя неделю после 
начала тестирования, уточняет ежедневник MLADÁ FRONTA DNES. Оказалось, поздно. 
Хорьки погибали один за другим. 


Тестирование, по словам главного санврача Чехии Михаела Вита, 6 февраля остановили. 
Управление ветеринарного надзора констатировало: зверьки заразились вирусом птичьего 
гриппа. Тринадцать работников, тестировавших злополучную вакцину, немедленно начали 
принимать Tamiflu и прошли обследование. 


К счастью, пока все в порядке. Инкубационный период завершился, оставив за собой 


вопрос, в достаточной ли мере охраняет законодательная норма тех, кто подвергается 
смертельному риску? 
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iDNES.cz | ZPRAVODAJSTVÍ Domácí Zahraničí Krimi Kraje Volby Ekonomika Kultura 


Bohdana Jarošová, Jan Gazdík 
Je to obchodní tajemství, odmítá firma komentovat únik smrtelné vakcíny 


iDNES, 18 February 2009, 4:07 


ni-t 


A090? 22 | TOR 
Y А m г domaci апу 


Rakouskou pobočku americké farmaceutické společnosti Baxter prověřuje Evropská agentura 
pro léčivé přípravky (EMEA). Stalo se tak poté, co farmaceuti z rakouského Ortha poslali do Ceské 
republiky na testy vakcíny proti chřipce, které byly nakaženy smrtelným virem ptačí chřipky H5NI. 


V rakouské laboratoři zkoumají, jak mohl uniknout virus ptačí chřipky do Česka. 
Kontroly téměř nebyly. | foto: Profimedia.cz 


Kvůli případu, na který upozornila MF DNES, se budou zřejmě měnit zákony. 


"Chceme docílit toho, aby každá vakcína nebo lék, které přicházejí do České republiky na 
testování, měly dokumentaci, vyšetření, že nejsou ničím kontaminovány. Nebo jsme si je mohli 
sami prošetřit v Národní referenční laboratoři. Dosud tomu tak nebylo," upozorňuje hlavní hygienik 
a náměstek ministryně zdravotnictví Michael Vít. 


Výzkumná společnost Biotest z Konárovic na Kolínsku, jež vakcínu testovala na fretkách, musela 
po týdnu testy ukončit a nakažená zvířata usmrtit. Třináct lidí, kteří pracovali s vakcínou, dostalo 
okamžitě antivirový lék Tamiflu a stále jsou pod mimořádným dozorem hygieniků. 


"Podle laboratorních testů naštěstí lidé nakažení nejsou," sdělil Vít. Dotčené laboratoře v 
Konárovicích se nyní čistí. "Připravujeme je opět ke zprovoznění," říká Jan Zábský ze společnosti 


Biotest. 


Výzkum na fretkách řádně povolilo ministerstvo průmyslu a obchodu. Ročně jeho resortní komise 
dá souhlas více než stovce podobných výzkumů. Problém je, že nemá žádné kontrolní pravomoci. 
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Nově by všechny výzkumy mělo mit pod dozorem ministerstvo zdravotnictví společně se 
Státním ústavem pro kontrolu léčiv. Jeho pracovníkům teď Rakušané budou muset vysvětlit, kde se 
stala chyba a kdo je za ni zodpovědný. 


"Byla to procesní chyba, která se odehrála v naší pobočce, nemohu vám však sdělit podrobnosti. 
Odhalil bych naše obchodní tajemství. Mohu vás však ujistit, že jsme okamžitě učinili opatření, aby 
se podobná chyba už nestala," řekl MF DNES mluvčí americké společnosti Baxter Richard Tischler. 


Podle něj se chyba týkala pouze dodávky pro českou firmu Biotest. Baxter je jedna ze šesti 
mezinárodních firem, které mají oprávnění vyvíjet vakcíny proti chřipce. Ve svých laboratořích 
uchovává i smrtelný virus ptačí chřipky, protože vyrábí vakcíny 1 proti němu. 


Díra v zákonech 


V Konárovicích se testovala vakcína, která byla určena na chřipku pro Evropany v příští sezoně. 
O tom, jak se mohlo stát, že byl "nebezpečný virus" přibalen do české zásilky, teď odborníci jednají. 


Něco podobného se v Česku ještě nestalo. "Je to mimořádná věc. Nepamatuji se, že by se v této 
oblasti něco stalo. Je to díra v legislativě, na kterou jsme nebyli připraveni," mini Roman Prymula, 
předseda Ceské vakcinologické společnosti. 


Podle něj se v Česku testuje obrovské množství látek, ale málo z nich náleží do nejnebezpečnější 
kategorie. Tyto pokusy pak podléhají zvláštním bezpečnostním opatřením. 


"Nemá cenu si zastírat, že jde o obrovský průšvih. Na podobný omyl doplatily naposledy v USA 
před šedesáti lety děti, které dostaly obrnu. O něco později v Německu zaměnili vědci vakcíny proti 
tuberkulóze. Očkovaní lidé рак touto chorobou onemocněli," říká šéf Centra očkování a cestovní 
medicíny Jiří Beran. 


BEZPEČNOST POTRAVIN 


Alexandra Kvasničková 


Únik smrtelného viru ptačí chřipky H5N1 při testech vakcíny 
Informace serveru iDNES.cz ze dne 18.2.2009 o testování vakcíny proti ptačí chřipce v ČR. 
Bezpecnosti potravin, 18 February 2009 


onl 


172 


4. An Austrian pharmaceutical company supplied an anti-flu vaccine contaminated with the deadly virus 


www.news.cn 


МЕ" XINHUANET 


www.xinhuanet.com 


Wang Hongjiang 
Czech researchers exposed to bird flu virus 


Xinhua.Net, 18 February 2009, 09:53 


PRAGUE, Feb. 17 (Xinhua) -- Thirteen Czech researchers have been exposed to the H5NI bird 
flu virus strain through a contaminated vaccine obtained from an Austrian company, a newspaper 
reported Tuesday. 


The 13 people who had contact with the ferrets were in danger but were not infected with the 
lethal virus, said Josef Duben, a spokesman for the Czech veterinary authority. 


Duben told the Mlada fronta Dnes (MfD) that the researchers were given an anti-viral vaccine 
and underwent tests. 


"Fortunately, none of them got infected," Duben said. 


The bird flu virus was being tested positive on ferrets by the Biotest company in Konarovice 
when the animals began to die. 


"Suddenly the ferrets started dying, so the research stopped onFeb. 6," said Michael Vit, the 
Czech chief sanitary official. 


Officials said the ferrets had become infected with the lethal bird flu virus and to be euthanized. 


Baxter, the Austrian pharmaceutical company that developed the vaccine, admitted that it 
mistakenly sent infected material to the Czech Republic. 
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O Česká televize Zpravodajství Sport iVysílání TV program Pro déti Art edu Vše о СТ 


Smrtící virus ptačí chřipky dorazil do ČR ve vakcíně 


CT24, 18 February 2009 


https://ct24.ceskatelevize.cz/domaci/1420633-smrtici-virus-ptaci-chripky-dorazil-do-cr-ve-vakcine 


Konárovice (Kolínsko) - Smrtelný virus ptačí chřipky H5N1 se dostal do Česka. Společnost 
Biotest testovala vakcínu rakouské firmy Baxter, látka však nedopatřením obsahovala zmíněný 
virus. Rakouská firma to odhalila až týden po zahájení testů. Po kontaktu s nakaženými pokusnými 
fretkami se do přímého ohrožení života dostalo 13 lidí. Nikdo z nich se ptačí chřipkou nenakazil. 


Smrtící virus ptačí chřipky dorazil do ČR ve vakcíně 
Autor: ČT24; Zdroj: CT24 


„Dnes už uplynula dvojnásobná doba inkubace pro eventuální nakažení virem ptačí chřipky a nic 
se nestalo. Lidé jsou v pořádku. Jim ani nikomu jinému žádné nebezpečí nehrozí,“ řekl hlavní 
hygienik ČR Michael Vít s tím, že všichni ihned dostali lék Tamiflu a prošli řadou testů novou 
molekulární metodou. 


Testy s chřipkovou vakcínou se podle Víta prováděly v Konárovicích od konce ledna. Po týdnu 
ale začaly pokusné fretky hynout a Rakušané vzápětí informovali o přítomnosti smrtícího viru ve 
vakcíně. Firma Baxter přiznala svou chybu. „К té chybě došlo u nás. Došlo k záměně chřipkového 
virotika u jednotlivých druhů vakcín, po celou tu dobu nebylo riziko vyšší, než je u běžných vakcín,“ 
vyjádřil se pro ČT mediální zástupce firmy Baxter v ČR Václav Pavelka. 


Veterináři a hygienici se shodují na alarmující povaze celé události. Hlavní hygienik se pod tíhou 
celé události nechal slyšet, že bude usilovat o změnu legislativy, aby testování vakcín při pokusech 
na zvířatech schvalovalo v budoucnu pouze ministerstvo zdravotnictví. 

autor: ČT24, 

zdroj: CT24 
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PR-inside um 


News and Free PR 


13 Mitarbeiter eines tschechischen Labors eine Woche lang unbemerkt H5N1-Viren 
ausgesetzt - Rátselhafte Verbindung zu áhnlichem Fall in Osterreich 


PR- Inside, 22 February 2009, 15:57 


(PR-inside.com 22.02.2009 15:57:23) — Eine Lieferung von mit hoch pathogenen H5N1 Viren 
kontamierten Grippeimpfstoffs von Österreich nach Tschechien sorgt für Gefährdung von 13 
Labormitarbeitern. Zeitgleich werden 18 Mitarbeiter eines österreichischen Pharmalabors im 
Wiener Otto-Wagner-Spital gegen "Vogelgrippe" behandelt. 


Meldungen tschechischer Medien zufolge kam es in einem Labor der 70 km östlich der Hauptstadt 
Prag gelegenen Biotest Ltd. in Konarovice zu einem schwerwiegendem Zwischenfall durch mit 
hoch pathogenen Н5М1 Viren kontaminiertem Impfstoff. 


Nach dem Wissenschaftforum Aviäre Influenza (WAI) vorliegenden Informationen ereignete sich 
der Vorfall bereits am 06. Februar diesen Jahres. Der experimentelle Impfstoff war am 30.01.2009 
von der Avir Green Hills Biotechnology GmbH im Auftrag des Wiener Pharma Herstellers Baxter 
an das Labor der Biotest Ltd. in Tschechien geliefert worden, wo dieser im Tierversuch an 
Frettchen getestet werden sollte. 


Als im Rahmen der Tierversuche die Frettchen begannen Krankheitssymptome zu zeigen und einige 
der Tiere starben, wurde der aus Österreich gelieferte Impfstoff untersucht und eine Kontamination mit 
dem auch für Menschen gefährlichen Vogelgrippe-Erreger Н5М1 festgestellt. 13 Labormitarbeitern 
der Biotest Ltd., welche über einen Zeitraum von annähernd einer Woche im Rahmen ihrer Arbeit 
Kontakt zu dem hoch pathogenen Erreger hatten, wurden präventiv antivirale Medikamente 
verabreicht. Zu einer Infektion des Laborpersonals kam es offenbar glücklicherweise nicht. 


Bislang ungeklärt sind auch die Zusammenhänge des Laborzwischenfalls in Tschechien zu einer 
Meldung des Presse- und Informationsdienstes der Stadt Wien vom 11.02. in welchem es heißt, 
dass im Wiener Otto-Wagner-Spital, Zitat: 18 MitarbeiterInnen eines externen Unternehmens 
ambulant behandelt [wurden], da vorerst nicht ausgeschlossen werden konnte, dass sie im Rahmen 
ihrer Arbeit mit einem Vogelgrippe-Erreger in Kontakt gekommen seien' 


Nach Auffassung des WAI ergibt sich indes möglicherweise ein Kausalzusammenhang mit einer 
zeitgleich in Wien stattfindenden Phase I Studie eines H5N1-Lebendimpfstoffs des ósterreichischem 
Pharmaherstellers Baxter, im Rahmen derer ein als Nasenspray konzipierter Vogelgrippeimpfstoff an 
Menschen getestet wird. Ob sich die Kontamination der Impfstoffe tatsächlich auf die an Menschen 
durchgeführte Phase I Studie in Wien ausgewirkte ist ungeklärt, würde aber plausibel zu erklären 
vermögen, warum am 11.02. - fünf Tage nach einem Laborzwischenfall durch kontaminierten 
Impfstoff in Tschechien - im österreichischem Wien 18 Menschen im Otto-Wagner-Spital präventiv 
gegen H5N1 behandelt werden müssen. 
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Obwohl der Laborzwischenfall mittlerweile als Biological Hazard vom EDIS 'Emergency and 
Desaster Service) unter der Kennung BH-20090217-20552-CZE gelistet ist, sah sich Baxter bislang 
zu keiner offentlichen Stellungnahme genótigt. 


Das Wissenschaftsforum Aviáre Influenza fordert daher mit Nachdruck eine vollstándige und 
detaillierte Offenlegung der Umstánde, welche zur Kontamination eines Impfstoffs mit hoch 
pathogenen Erregern geführt haben. 


Bereits im Jahre 2004 kam es zu einer Kontamination von Impfstoffen. Der Pharmahersteller 
Chiron (heute Teil der Schweizer Novartis AG) hatte damals 46 Millionen Dosen des Grippeimpfstoffs 
Fluvirin auf Grund bakterieller Verseuchung vernichten müssen. 


V.d.i.S.d.P.: Werner Hupperich 

WAI - Wissenschaftsforum Aviáre Influenza 
www.wai.netzwerk-phoenix.net 
Kontaktinformation: 

WAI - Wissenschaftsforum Aviáre Influenza 


open mess 


Das offene PR-Portal 


Laborzwischenfall durch mit H5N1 verseuchten Grippeimpfstoff 


OpenPR, 23 February 2009, 08:49 
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13 Employees of a Czech laboratory for a week unnoticed H5N1 viruses suspended 


Cottontop, 25 February 2009 
https://cottontopssandbox.wordpress.com/2009/02/2 ў есі 


5/13-employees-of-a-czech-laboratory-for-a-week-unnoticed-h5n ] 


viruses-suspended/ 


Puzzling connection to a similar case in Austria.(PR-inside.com 22.02.2009 15:57:23) 


A supply of highly pathogenic H5N1 influenza virus vaccine contaminated of Austria to the 
Czech Republic provides for risks of 13 laboratory staff. At the same time, 18 employees of an 
Austrian pharmaceutical laboratories in Vienna Otto Wagner Spital against “bird flu” theme. 


Czech media reports that it came in a laboratory of the 70 km east of Prague situated Biotest Ltd. 
in Konarovice in a serious incident by highly pathogenic HSN1 virus contaminated vaccine. 


According to the Scientific Forum Avian Influenza (WAI) the information the incident took 
place already on 06 February this year. im The experimental vaccine was on 30.01.2009 by Avir 
Green Hills Biotechnology GmbH. Behalf of the pharmaceutical company Baxter Vienna to the 
laboratory of Biotest Ltd. has been delivered in the Czech Republic, where in this animal to be 
tested ferrets. 


As part of the animal in the ferrets began to show symptoms and some of the animals died, was 
from Austria delivered vaccine investigated and any contamination with hazardous for human- 
pathogen avian flu H5N1 found. 13 laboratories of Biotest Ltd employees. which over a period of 
approximately one week as part of their work contact with the highly pathogenic agents were 
preventive antiviral drugs. For an infection of the laboratory staff did not seem fortunately. 


So far unexplained is the relationship of the laboratory incident in the Czech Republic to a report 
of the Press and Information Service of the City of Vienna 11.02. in which it is stated that the 
Vienna Otto Wagner Hospital, Citation: 18 employees of an outside company out-patients [were], 
because the moment could not be excluded that in the context of their work with a bird flu pathogen 
had been in contact. 


According to the WAI arises, however, may be a causal link with a simultaneously taking place in 
Vienna Phase I study of an H5N1 vaccine live in the Austrian pharmaceutical company Baxter, under 
which a designed as a nasal spray bird flu vaccine tested on humans. Whether the contamination of 
the vaccines actually in human phase I study in Vienna effect is unclear, but it would plausible to 
explain why at 11.02. — Five days after a laboratory accident by contaminated vaccine in the Czech 
Republic — Austria Vienna in 18 people in the Otto-Wagner-Spital preventively against HSN1 
should be treated. 


Although the laboratory incident is now the Biological Hazard from EDIS ‘Emergency and 
Disaster Services), under the name BH-20090217-20552-CZE is listed, Baxter had been no public 
opinion forced. 


The Science Forum avian influenza, therefore, strongly urges a full and detailed disclosure of the 
circumstances for which a vaccine contamination with highly pathogenic agents have led. 


Already in 2004 there was a contamination of vaccines. The pharmaceutical manufacturer 
Chiron (now part of Switzerland’s Novartis AG) had 46 million doses of Fluvirin flu vaccine due to 
bacterial contamination must be destroyed. 


177 


4. An Austrian pharmaceutical company supplied an anti-flu vaccine contaminated with the deadly virus 


Bloomberg 


Cortez MF, Gale J. 
Baxter Sent Bird Flu Virus to European Labs by Error 


Bloomberg, 24 February 2009, 16:20 EST 


Feb. 24 (Bloomberg) - Baxter International Inc. in Austria unintentionally contaminated samples 
with the bird flu virus that were used in laboratories in three neighboring countries, raising concern 
about the potential spread of the deadly disease. 


The contamination was discovered when ferrets at a laboratory in the Czech Republic died after 
being inoculated with vaccine made from the samples early this month. The material came from 
Deerfield, Illinois-based Baxter, which reported the incident to the Austrian Ministry of Health, 
Sigrid Rosenberger, a ministry spokeswoman, said today in a telephone interview. 


“This was infected with a bird flu virus,” Rosenberger said. “There were some people from the 
company who handled it.” 


The material was intended for use in laboratories, and none of the lab workers have fallen Ш. The 
incident is drawing scrutiny over the safety of research using the H5NI bird flu strain that's killed 
more than three-fifths of the people known to have caught the bug worldwide. Some scientists say 
the 1977 Russian flu, the most recent global outbreak, began when a virus escaped from a laboratory. 


The virus material was supposed to contain a seasonal flu virus and was contaminated after 
“human error,” said Christopher Bona, a spokesman for Baxter, in a telephone interview. 


“Sanitized? 


Baxter “moved very quickly to sanitize and protect employees,” Bona said. “Labs have been 
sanitized, potentially contaminated materials have been destroyed and employees were tested and 
considered not to be at risk.” 


Baxter gained 93 cents, or 1.6 percent, to $58.27 at 4 p.m. in New York Stock Exchange 
composite trading, and has lost 2.3 percent over the last 12 months. 


The Austrian health ministry reported the incident to the European Union and is conducting its 
own audit, Rosenberger said. In response, Baxter said it has put in place “preventive and corrective” 
measures that the ministry found satisfactory. The vaccine has been destroyed, according to Rosenberger. 


The World Health Organization “is aware of the situation and is consulting with the ministers of 


health of the countries involved to ensure that all public risks arising from this event have been 
identified and managed appropriately,” said Gregory Hartl, a spokesman in Geneva. 
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European Agencies 


The European Medicines Agency has no immediate comment, said Monika Benstetter, an agency 
spokeswoman. The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, which distributes seasonal flu 
viruses to companies for vaccine manufacturing, isn’t investigating or providing consultation, said 
Tom Skinner, a spokesman for the Atlanta-based agency. The CDC is staying in touch with the 
European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control regarding the incident, Skinner said. 


The Н5М1 strain of avian flu has been monitored by health officials around the world for more 
than a decade for signs it could mutate into a form that is easily spread among humans. Currently, it 
passes mainly among infected poultry. 


A flu pandemic of avian or other origin could kill more than 70 million people worldwide and 
lead to a “major global recession” costing more than $3 trillion, according to a worst- case scenario 
outlined by the World Bank in October. 


H5NI has infected at least 408 people in 15 countries since 2003, killing 63 percent of them, 
according to the Web site of the Geneva-based WHO. 


Flu Pandemic 


BioTest s.r.o, a Czech biotechnology company, was conducting research for a company called 
AVIR Green Hills Biotechnology using materials supplied by Baxter. The company was “supposed 
to get non-infected testing vaccine, which was by mistake of the supplier contaminated with the 
H5N1 virus,” BioTest said in a statement last week. 


AVIR Green Hills monitored its lab workers for signs of illness and got access to Roche Holding 
AG's Tamiflu antiviral in case of infections, said Birgit Kofler-Bettschart, a spokeswoman for the 
closely held, Vienna-based company. AVIR Green Hills sanitized its laboratories, destroyed 
potentially contaminated samples, and told health officials, she said in an e-mail today. 


Three influenza pandemics, including the 1918 Spanish flu that killed more than 50 million 
people, have occurred since 1900. 


Threats 


Another three pandemic threats -- situations where a global epidemic is close to occurring - have 
occurred. One was the Russian flu of 1977. 


The H5N1 virus, “even if it were let out of the lab, would be only lethal for birds in its present 
state,” said Ilaria Capua, a veterinary virologist, whose laboratory in Padova, Italy, handles some of the 
avian-flu screening for the World Organization for Animal Health. Capua said she has no knowledge 
of the situation. “In Europe, we can react fast” to outbreaks of the disease in animals, she said. 


Baxter, the world’s largest maker of blood-disease treatments, is one of the companies working 


on a vaccine to be used in case of a flu pandemic. The European Medicines Agency recommended 
approval of Baxter’s Celvapan, the first cell culture-based vaccine for bird flu in Europe, in December. 
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THE CANADIAN PRESS * *? 


Medical Reporter (Helen Branswell) 
Officials investigate how bird flu viruses were sent to unsuspecting labs 


The Canadian Press, 25 February 2009, before 9:23 AM 


Officials are trying to get to the bottom of how vaccine manufacturer Baxter International Inc. 
made "experimental virus material" based on a human flu strain but contaminated with the H5N1 
avian flu virus and then distributed it to an Austrian company. 


That company, Avir Green Hills Biotechnology, then disseminated the supposed H3N2 virus 
product to subcontractors in the Czech Republic, Slovenia and Germany. Authorities in the four 
European countries are looking into the incident, and their efforts are being closely watched by the 
World Health Organization and the European Centre for Disease Control. 


Though it appears none of the 36 or 37 people who were exposed to the contaminated product 
became infected, the incident is being described as "a serious error" on the part of Baxter, which is 
on the brink of securing a European licence for an H5N1 vaccine. That vaccine is made at a 
different facility, in the Czech Republic. 


"For this particular incident ... the horse did not get out (of the barn)," Dr. Angus Nicoll of the 
ECDC said from Stockholm. 


"But that doesn't mean that we and WHO and the European Commission and the others aren't 
taking it as seriously as you would any laboratory accident with dangerous pathogens — which you 
have here." 


Accidental release of a mixture of live H5N1 and H3N2 viruses — if that indeed happened — could 
have resulted in dire consequences. Nicoll said officials still aren't 100 per cent sure the mixture 
contained live H5NI viruses. But given that ferrets exposed to the mixture died, it likely did. 


H5NI doesn't easily infect people, but H3N2 viruses do. They are one of two types of influenza 
A viruses that infect people each flu season. 


If someone exposed to the mixture had been co-infected with H5N1 and H3N2, the person could 
have served as an incubator for a hybrid virus able to transmit easily to and among people. That 
mixing process, called reassortment, is one of two ways pandemic viruses are created. 


Research published last summer by scientists at the U.S. Centers for Disease Control found that in 
the laboratory, H5N1 and H3N2 viruses mated readily. While less virulent than H5N1, a number of 
the offspring viruses appeared to retain at least a portion of the killing power of their dangerous parent. 


Baxter International, which is based in Deerfield, Ш., said the contamination was the result of an 
error in its research facility in Orth-Donau, Austria. 


The facility had been contracted by Avir Green Hills to make what Baxter refers to as "experimental 
virus material" based on human H3N2 viruses. 
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Christopher Bona, Baxter's director of global bioscience communications, said the liquid virus 
product was not a vaccine and was developed for testing purposes only. He deferred questions about 
the purpose of the testing to Avir Green Hills, but said the batch was to be used in animals and was 
never intended for use in humans. 


Avir Green Hills said in an email that 1t took possession of the material in late December. It later 
sent the product to the sub-contractors. The email said the material was stored and handled 
throughout under high biosafety conditions. 


Alarm bells rang in early February when researchers at the Czech sub-contractor inoculated 
ferrets with the material and the animals promptly died. Baxter learned about the problem on Feb. 6, 
Bona said from Deerfield. 


Ferrets are susceptible to human flu strains, but they don't die from those infections. Preliminary 
investigation found the material was contaminated with HSN1 flu virus, which is lethal to ferrets. 


Nicoll said the fact the ferrets died supports the working assumption that there were live HSN1 
viruses in the material Baxter produced. 


Bona said Baxter has identified how the contamination happened and has taken steps to ensure it 
doesn't happen again. He said Austrian authorities audited Baxter's Orth-Donau research operations 
after the problem came to light and are satisfied with the steps taken. 


Baxter is the only flu vaccine manufacturer to work with wild type flu viruses, felt to be more 
dangerous than the altered and attenuated (weakened) viruses other manufacturers use. 


The company uses what is known as BSL3 level precautions in all its vaccine research facilities, 
Bona said. (Researchers at the U.S. CDC use BSL3-plus biocontainment when working with H5N1 
viruses, a spokesperson for the agency said.) 


People familiar with biosecurity rules are dismayed by evidence that human H3N2 and avian 
H5NI viruses have somehow co-mingled in the Baxter research facility. That should not be allowed 
to happen, a number of experts insisted. 


The company isn't shedding much light on how it did. 


"It was a combination of just the process itself, (and) technical and human error in this procedure," 
Bona said. When asked to elaborate, he said to do so would give away proprietary information 
about Baxter's production process. 


Bona said when Baxter realized its error, it helped the various companies destroy the contaminated 
material and clean up their facilities. And staff who had been exposed to the contaminated product 
were assessed and monitored by infectious diseases doctors. They were also offered the antiviral 
drug oseltamivir (Tamiflu). 


Baxter's error is reminiscent of a 2005 incident where a U.S. manufacturer of kits used by 
laboratories to test their detection capabilities included vials of H2N2 virus in several thousand 
proficiency kits. H2N2, the virus that caused the 1957 pandemic, has not circulated since 1968 and 
is thought to be a prime candidate to cause the next pandemic. 


That mistake, discovered by Canada's National Microbiology Laboratory, set authorities around the 
world scrambling to retrieve and destroy the vials of virus, which had been sent to labs in 18 countries. 
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(Helen Branswell) The Canadian Press 
Officials investigate how bird flu viruses were sent to unsuspecting labs 


The Free Press / Canadian Press, 25 February 2009, 5:20 PM CST 
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/arts-and-life/life/health/2009/02/25/officials-investigate-how-bird-flu-viruses- 
were-sent-to-unsuspecting-labs 
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How were bird flu viruses sent to unsuspecting labs? The Canadian Press 


CTVNews, 26 February 2009, 7:45 AM EST 


https://www.ctvnews.ca/how-were-bird-flu-viruses-sent-to-unsuspecting-labs- 1.374153 
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Helen Branswell — The Canadian Press 
Officials investigate how bird flu contaminated vaccines in Europe 


Toronto Star, 26 February 2009 
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INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY | 


FOR INFECTIOUS DISEASES] 


Archive Number 20090226.0801 
Mary Marshall 


A ProMED-mail post 


ProMED.mail, 26 February 2009 


Subject PRO/AH> Avian influenza, accidental distribution - Czech Rep. ex Austria (02) 


Avian Influenza, Accidental Distribution - Czech Republic ex Austria (02) 
dle oleada od ak ole oe ole 


A ProMED-mail post 
ProMED-mail is a program of the 
International Society for Infectious Diseases 


[1] Date: Wed 25 Feb 2009 
Source: CHealth, Canadian Press report [edited] 


Officials are trying to get to the bottom of how vaccine manufacturer Baxter International Inc. 
made "experimental virus material" based on a human flu strain but contaminated with the HSN1 
avian flu virus and then distributed it to an Austrian company <...> 

.. That mistake, discovered by Canada's National Microbiology Laboratory, set authorities 
around the world scrambling to retrieve and destroy the vials of virus, which had been sent to labs 
in 18 countries. 


Communicated by: 
ProMED-mail Rapporteur Mary Marshall 


[The article above provides some of the information requested in the preceding ProMED-mail 
posting "Avian influenza, accidental distribution - Czech Rep. ex Austria: RFI," archived as по. 
20090225.0776, namely that the countries receiving the contaminated material were the Czech 
Republic, Slovenia and Germany. The contaminated virus was a strain of H3N2 seasonal influenza 
virus. - Mod.CP] 


[2] Date: Thu 26 Feb 2009 
From: Christopher Bona 


A statement on behalf of Baxter 

I would like to provide the following update to a posting on ProMED dated 25 Feb 2009 (Avian 
influenza, accidental distribution — Czech Rep. ex Austria: RED. 

The H5N1 strain was Ше A/Vietnam/1203/2004 strain, received from a WHO reference centre. 
All information concerning this incident has been provided to the involved national authorities and 
appropriate international bodies such as ECDC and WHO. — 

Christopher Bona 

Director, Global BioScience Communications 

Corporate Communications 

Baxter International Inc. 


One Baxter Parkway 
Deerfield, IL 60015 


[ProMED-mail thanks Christopher Bona for providing this precise description of the strain of avian A/H5NI influenza virus 
involved in the incident. - Mod.CP] 
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THE CANADIAN PRESS * *? 


[Hellen Branswell] 
Baxter admits contaminated seasonal flu product contained live bird flu virus 


The Canadian Press, 26 February 2009 


The company that released contaminated flu virus material from a plant in Austria confirmed 
Friday that the experimental product contained live H5N1 avian flu viruses. 


And an official of the World Health Organization's European operation said the body is closely 
monitoring the investigation into the events that took place at Baxter International's research facility 
in Orth-Donau, Austria. 


" At this juncture we are confident in saying that public health and occupational risk is minimal at 
present," medical officer Roberta Andraghetti said from Copenhagen, Denmark. 


"But what remains unanswered are the circumstances surrounding the incident in the Baxter 
facility in Orth-Donau." 


The contaminated product, a mix of H3N2 seasonal flu viruses and unlabelled H5N1 viruses, 
was supplied to an Austrian research company. The Austrian firm, Avir Green Hills Biotechnology, 
then sent portions of it to sub-contractors in the Czech Republic, Slovenia and Germany. 


The contamination incident, which is being investigated by the four European countries, came to 
light when the subcontractor in the Czech Republic inoculated ferrets with the product and they 
died. Ferrets shouldn't die from exposure to human H3N2 flu viruses. 


Public health authorities concerned about what has been described as a "serious error" on Baxter's 
part have assumed the death of the ferrets meant the H5NI virus in the product was live. But the 
company, Baxter International Inc., has been parsimonious about the amount of information it has 
released about the event. 


On Friday, the company's director of global bioscience communications confirmed what scientists 
have suspected. 


"It was live," Christopher Bona said in an email. 


The contaminated product, which Baxter calls "experimental virus material," was made at the 
Orth-Donau research facility. Baxter makes its flu vaccine -- including a human H5NI vaccine for 
which a licence is expected shortly -- at a facility in the Czech Republic. 


People familiar with biosecurity rules are dismayed by evidence that human H3N2 and avian 
H5NI viruses somehow co-mingled in the Orth-Donau facility. That is a dangerous practice that 
should not be allowed to happen, a number of experts insisted. 


Accidental release of a mixture of live H5N1 and H3N2 viruses could have resulted in dire 
consequences. 


While H5N1 doesn't easily infect people, H3N2 viruses do. If someone exposed to a mixture of 
the two had been simultaneously infected with both strains, he or she could have served as an 
incubator for a hybrid virus able to transmit easily to and among people. 
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That mixing process, called reassortment, is one of two ways pandemic viruses are created. 
There is no suggestion that happened because of this accident, however. 


"We have no evidence of any reassortment, that any reassortment may have occurred," said 
Andraghetti. 


"And we have no evidence of any increased transmissibility of the viruses that were involved in 
the experiment with the ferrets in the Czech Republic." 


Baxter hasn't shed much light -- at least not publicly -- on how the accident happened. Earlier 
this week Bona called the mistake the result of a combination of "just the process itself, (and) 
technical and human error in this procedure." 


He said he couldn't reveal more information because it would give away proprietary information 
about Baxter's production process. 


Andraghetti said Friday the four investigating governments are co-operating closely with the 
WHO and the European Centre for Disease Control in Stockholm, Sweden. 


"We are in very close contact with Austrian authorities to understand what the circumstances of 
the incident in their laboratory were," she said. 


"And the reason for us wishing to know what has happened is to prevent similar events in the 
future and to share lessons that can be learned from this event with others to prevent similar events. 
... This is very important." 
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Free Press 


= SECTIONS LOCAL ARTS & LIFE v BUSINESS v SPORTS v OPINION v E-EDITION HOMES 


Helen Branswell, Medical Reporter 
THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Baxter admits contaminated seasonal flu product contained live bird flu virus 


The Free Press, 27 February 2009, 2:40 PM CST 
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/arts-and-life/life/health/2009/02/27/baxter-admits-contaminated-seasonal-flu 
product-contained-live-bird-flu-virus 


OY NEWS 


Baxter admits flu product contained live bird flu virus 
THE CANADIAN PRESS 
CTV News, 27 February 2009, 2:56 PM EST 


https://www.ctvnews.ca/baxter-admits-flu-product-contained-live-bird-flu-virus-1.374503 


Citizens for 


www.legitgov.org 


Legitimate 


Government 


Baxter admits flu product contained live bird flu virus 


THE CANADIAN PRESS 
Citizens for Legitimate Government, The Canadian Press, 27 February 2009 


https://web.archive.org/web/200904301 14350/http://www.legitgov.org/baxter sends live avian flu viruses 270209.html 
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Baxter International “Unintentionally” Sent Flu Samples 
to Companies that Contained H5N1 Avian Flu 


Cryptogon, 26 February 2009 


That’s the headline, but the reality of what happened might indicate a far more serious situation. 
In U.S. Researchers Trying to Create Pandemic Avian Flu, pay very close attention to the part 
about the ferrets: 


Nabel believes what they have found thus far is just a subset of the changes the virus will need to make in 
order to cause a pandemic - so their search continues. And as they identify promising mutations, the team plans 
to make these changes to the real H5N1 virus. 

This is where ferrets enter the picture, or rather, they will enter a Biosafety Level 4 containment facility (the 
highest level of security), where they will be infected with the altered H5N1 virus. If the ferrets start sneezing, 
and if healthy ferrets in the next cage get sick, then the virus has become more transmissible. Vaccines based on 
these altered viruses will then be made. "We wouldn't make millions of doses but we could make small stockpiles;' 
says Nabel. 

[Now that Gary Nabel, Director of the Vaccine Research Center at the National Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases, admits that his team is trying to engineer a pandemic strain of the H5N1 virus] 


Now, flash forward to today. 
What happened to the ferrets that received Baxter’s H5NI virus material? 
The animals died “promptly” according to the story below. 


The sixty-four-thousand-dollar question is: Did any ferrets in neighboring cages — that didn’t 
receive the Baxter H5N1 virus — also get sick and die? The answer to that question is conveniently 
missing from every story that I have found about this incident. 


If the answer is ‘yes’ it means that Baxter didn’t supply standard H5N1 virus, but rather a 
weaponized/pandemic version that is the same as or similar to the one that the National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Diseases was developing. 


Via: The Canadian Press: 
See: Medical Reporter (Branswell H). The Canadian Press. Officials investigate how bird flu 
viruses were sent to unsuspecting labs. — The Free Press/Canadian Press; 25 February 2009; 


More: Baxter: Product Contained Live Bird Flu Virus 
See: Baxter admits flu product contained live bird flu virus. The Canadian Press. — 
CTVNews, (26 February) 27 February 2009; 
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Effect Measure 


Questions about bird flu contaminated vaccine — or something 


Effect Measure, 26 February 2009 


As I write this story it is still hazy ... 

This time it's a vaccine maker and the cock-up sounds pretty horrendous, although it is hard to 
figure out exactly what has happened given the incomplete descriptions and lack of information 
from the parties involved: 

Baxter International Inc. in Austria unintentionally contaminated samples with the bird flu virus 
that were used in laboratories in three neighboring countries, raising concern about the potential 
spread of the deadly disease. 


The contamination was discovered when ferrets at a laboratory in the Czech Republic died after 
being inoculated with vaccine made from the samples early this month. The material came from 
Deerfield, Illinois-based Baxter, which reported the incident to the Austrian Ministry of Health, 
Sigrid Rosenberger, a ministry spokeswoman, said today in a telephone interview. 

"This was infected with a bird flu virus," Rosenberger said. "There were some people from the 
company who handled it." 

The material was intended for use in laboratories, and none of the lab workers have fallen ill. The 
incident is drawing scrutiny over the safety of research using the H5N1 bird flu strain that's killed 
more than three-fifths of the people known to have caught the bug worldwide. Some scientists say 
the 1977 Russian flu, the most recent global outbreak, began when a virus escaped from a laboratory. 


The virus material was supposed to contain a seasonal flu virus and was contaminated after 
"human error," said Christopher Bona, a spokesman for Baxter, in a telephone interview. (Michelle 
Fay Cortez and Jason Gale, Bloomberg) 


On first reading this took my breath away because it sounded like a seasonal flu vaccine had 
become contaminated with H5N1. On second (and third) reading I am not sure what actually did 
happen and to whom. Here's what I am unsure about: 

e What was contaminated? The Bloomberg story refers to "samples," but samples of what? 

e Ferrets succumbed after failing ill after being "inoculated" with vaccine made from the 
samples. Does this mean it was a live virus vaccine? (inoculation usually means something living; if 
it were a vaccine without live materials you would ordinarily say "vaccinated" but people don't 
always use words precisely). 

e Тһе contaminated material was "for use in laboratories." What does this mean? It was raw 
material in a lab that was then made into something else for use outside the lab (like a vaccine)? 

e Тһе contaminated material was supposed to have seasonal flu virus in it, not bird flu virus. It 
sounds like it had both. ("The company was "supposed to get non-infected testing vaccine, which 
was by mistake of the supplier contaminated with Ше H5N1 virus"). That's a recipe for reassortment 
between a human and a bird virus. Not the dish I'd like to see served up. 

e Did this happen with a vaccine in clinical trials? 

e Weare told that no lab worker has fallen ill. How were they exposed? 

e Labs have been "sanitized." What exactly does this mean? How was the lab contaminated? 


Maybe this isn't the mess it sounds like. It would be nice to have more information from 
European health authorities. US CDC is apparently not playing any role, which suggests no US 
seasonal vaccines are involved. But the source of the contaminated sample was a US company, so 
inquiry from some US authorities seems appropriate. 

That's not happening as far as we are told. Why not? Lots of questions. Few answers. 
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PRESSEPORTAL 


27.02.2009 - 16:05 
LifeGen.de LTD 
Vlad Georgescu 


H5N1 Labor-Kontamination in Europa: LifeGen.de verdoppelt Leserzahlen 


PressePortal, 27 February 2009 


Osterode am Harz (ots) 


Die analytische und kritische Berichterstattung von LifeGen.de kommt bei den globalen Nutzern 
an: Uber 22.000 Unique User besuchten allein im Februar die Site (Stand 27.2.2009), ein Monat 
zuvor waren es noch rund 10.000 gewesen. Auch das Alexa-Ranking zeigt weiter nach oben: Global 
stehen wir nun auf Platz 217.926, in den USA avancierten wir auf Rang 837.055 nach 1,4 Mio. 
noch vor zwei Wochen. "Der Ansturm stellt uns vor neue Herausforderungen", kommentiert CEO 
Vlad Georgescu den Trend, und: "Wir suchen intensiv nach Investoren und Teilhabern, denen eine 
solide, unabhängige und analytische Berichterstattung wichtiger ist als die schnelle Rendite". Die in 
Fachkreisen als Viren-Tschernobyl bezeichnete Labor-Kontamination mit pathogenen Vogelgrippe- 
Viren der Stämme H5N1 und H3N2 durch den Pharmakonzern Baxter in gleich vier Ländern der EU 
zeige die Notwendigkeit eines Watch-Dienstes wie LifeGen.de: "Die großen Medien hierzulande 
haben den Fall praktisch verschlafen - Deutschland ist aber davon betroffen", erklärt Georgescu. 
Die Berichterstattung von LifeGen.de habe indes auch der Newsservice GOOGLE FINANCE in 
den USA aufgegriffen - was schon am gestrigen Donnerstag anhand des Baxter-Aktiencharts 
deutlich zu erkennen war. 


Tatsächlich setzt LifeGen.de im Vergleich zu vielen anderen Medien seit Jahren auf ein eigenes 
Konzept: Unliebsame Entwicklungen werden rechtzeitig und direkt aufgezeigt, gleichzeitig 
Alternativen führender Wissenschaftsinstitute und Organisationen beleuchtet. "Da eine 
Abhängigkeit zu Werbeetats nicht besteht und auch sonst keine verdeckten Finanzierer die Site 
stützen, können wir uns einen harten, investigativen Journalismus leisten", erklärt Marita Vollborn, 
Chefredakteurin des Magazins. 


Als Wunschpartner oder Einstiegskandidaten bei LifeGen.de wünsche man sich technologisch 
starke und fiananziell unabhängige Unternehmen wie Google, Microsoft, oder die Bill and Melinda 
Gates Stiftung, heißt es weiter aus Osterode am Harz. "Google in Mountain View und LifeGen.de 
in den Harz Mountains ließe sich wunderbar vermarkten", scherzt Georgescu, und fügt hinzu: "Aber 
im Grunde sehen wir genau in solchen Konstellationen eine Chance auf journalistische Sites der 
Zukunft die, so wie wir, Katastrophen ä la Finanzkrise und Jobabbau schon vor Jahren vorhersagten". 
Zwar habe man intern überlegt, das Portal für fünf Millionen USD zu verkaufen, um mit dem Geld 
neue Projekte anzugehen, heißt es dazu aus Osterode. Doch die enorme globale Nachfrage und 
Akzeptanz ließen diesen Schritt derzeit als nicht mehr sinnvoll erscheinen. "Wir wollen uns vergrößern, 
und es gibt viel zu tun", sagt Vollborn. 


Zu den aktuellen Nutzern von Lifegen.de gehören Bundesbehörden, Regierungen, US-amerikanische 
Sicherheitsinstitutionen und zahlreiche Konzerne, Unternehmen und Universitäten weltweit. Politik 
und Medien zählen ebenfalls zu den regelmäßigen Lesern des special interest Dienstes. 


Mehr Infos unter www.lifegen.de 
Pressekontakt: LIFEGEN.DE LTD, 
Schwimmbadstr. 29, 37520 Osterode am Harz 
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LifeGen.de 


Baxter’s H5N1 as global flu pandemic threat 
(Editorial) 


LifeGen.de, 27 Februiary 2009 


There is no excuse. According to the scientific network PROMED, Baxter International Inc. in 
Austria "unintentionally contaminated samples with the bird flu virus that were used in laboratories 
in 3 neighbouring countries, raising concern about the potential spread of the deadly disease". Austria, 
Germany, Slowenia and the Czech Republic - these are the countries in which labs were hit with 
dangerous viruses. Not by bioterrorist commandos, but by Baxter. In other words: One of the major 
global pharmaceutical players seems to have lost control over a virus which is considered by many 
virologists to be one of the components leading some day to a new pandemic. Was it H5NI, or the 
even more risky H3N2? And what about the BSL3-Standards Baxter is operating when handling the 
viruses? What happened? And who failed? by Vlad Georgescu 


These questions have to be answered not only by Baxter itself. It looks difficult to believe that 
viral and potentially lethal samples can cross the US border, pass the Atlantic, arrive the European 
Union and get into three countries without any or adequate control. While every tourist has to 
present his fingerprints and electronic registered passports entering the United States, institutions 
like the US Homeland Security should stay alert: Lacks in pharmaceutical companies may be the 
deadly door to future bioterrorist attacks. 


The anthrax mailings from 2001 still are in mind of the FBI — Baxter shows that 8 years after that 
disaster there is no efficient control, at no level. To pronounce it this way is legitimated by the facts. 
H5NI never should get on unknown travel routes with unwanted destinations. And H3N2 is no 
"sorry, it's an error” substance. It can be deadly for birds and humans, as virologists know. 


The subprime crisis and the fate of many broken banks are an example for poor regulations. For 
the financial markets, for the entire economy this may have resulted in global recession. meanwhile, 
failure of control and regulations for labs operating with viruses like H5N1 will have another outcome: 
the risk of a new global pandemic, bioterrorist attacks or millions of deaths. This is the only message, 
and lesson, for President Barack Obama and his team: Get things in biohazard labs under control — 
at home. 
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Effect Measure 


Baxter bird flu botch 
Effect Measure, 28 February 2009; 


In a post the other day on some kind of flu vaccine mishap in Austria we called it a colossal 
screw-up. It turns out we may have understated the case. Maybe. Because while more details are 
leaking out, the company responsible for it, Baxter International, isn't saying exactly what happened 
on the grounds that it is confidential business information. You almost have to admire that kind of 
arrogance. Almost. Meanwhile Helen Branswell brings us more details: 

The company that released contaminated flu virus material from a plant in Austria confirmed 
Friday that the experimental product contained live H5N1 avian flu viruses. 

And an official of the World Health Organization's European operation said the body is closely 
monitoring the investigation into the events that took place at Baxter International's research 
facility in Orth-Donau, Austria. 

The contaminated product, a mix of H3N2 seasonal flu viruses and unlabelled H5N1 viruses, 
was supplied to an Austrian research company. The Austrian firm, Avir Green Hills Biotechnology, 
then sent portions of it to sub-contractors in the Czech Republic, Slovenia and Germany. (Helen 
Branswell, Canadian Press, via The Sun) 

One of the big fears 15 that people or animals co-infected with a seasonal flu virus of humans and 
a virulent avian flu virus like H5N1 will act as a mixing vessel. Flu viruses each have eight genetic 
packages within them and when co-infecting a cell they can mix and match (reassortment), thus 
producing new hybrid bird-human viruses. Baxter put both viruses in the same vial, presumably for 
use as a vaccine. Baxter is calling the mixture an "experimental virus material," whatever that is. 
All we know is that a nasty live virus cocktail of human and bird influenza virus was made (Baxter 
says accidentally). Exactly to whom it was given, if anyone, is not being publicly divulged. We 
have a news report from an Austrian paper dated February 11, a Wednesday, that tells of 19 people 
being seen as outpatients at a Vienna hospital the previous Monday (February 9) because of 
exposure to "bird flu virus." The article said no one was sick, there was no evidence of infection, 
and the females were prophylaxed with antivirals (presumably Tamiflu). 

WHO's European regional office in Copenhagen is saying they are confident there is no public or 
occupational health risk "at present," but they also acknowledge they don't know exactly what 
happened. They also say they do not any evidence that any reassortment occurred. I'm not sure 
exactly what evidence they looked at or have available, so I don't know how to interpret this 
absence of evidence. I'm certainly not reassured that unlabeled live HSN1 virus was released, even 
if just to another lab. There are people and animals in laboratories that were exposed and could have 
resulted in the virus getting into the general community in a major city with many international links. 

Baxters not saying much. Branswell quotes a company spokesperson as saying the incident 
happened through a combination of “just the process itself, (and) technical and human error in this 
procedure." This doesn't sound very reassuring, either, because it sounds like there is a process that 
is error prone ("technical" and human). If Baxter's name sounds familiar it may be because almost 
exactly a year ago they were in the news over a series of fatal allergic reactions among dialysis 
patients who used the blood thinner heparin they manufactured. It turned out their heparin came from 
China and contained an adulterant, oversulfated chondroitin sulfate. Patients in six countries and 
over a dozen states in the US had serious adverse reactions and more than 80 deaths. At the time, 
Baxter said on their website that they "will not sell another vial of heparin until the company has 
helped to create a system in which the quality and safety of heparin is secured." (Medpage Today) 

They weren't saying anything about the safety of their bird flu products, then. And not much 
now, either. 
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_ THESUN TIMES 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2009 99 CENTS 


Live Avian Flu Virus Contained in Vaccine 


The Sun Times (Canada), 28 Feb 2009, Sat, p. A10 


The company that released con laminated flu virus material from a plant in Austria confirmed 
Friday that the experimental product con-tamed five H5NI avian На viruses. And an official of the 
World Health Organization's European operation said the body is closely monitoring the investigation 
into the events that took place at Baxter International's research facility in Ort ft Donau. Austria. 


"At this juncture we are confident in saying that public health and occupational risk is minimal at 
present," medical officer Roberta Andraghetti said from Copenhagen, Denmark. 


"But what remains unanswered are the circumstances surrounding the incident in the Baxter 
facility in Orth-Donau." 
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CIDRAP 


Baxter samples combined live H5N1 with H3N2 


News Scan: Avian flu, tainted Baxter samples, 
HHS secretary nomination, H5N1 vaccines, polio warning 


CIDAR, 2 March 2009 


https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/avian-influenza-bird-flu/news-scan-avian-flu-tainted-baxter-samples-hhs-secretary-nomination-h5n1 


The H5N1-contaminated virus samples that were sent from a Baxter facility in Orth-Donau, 
Austria, contained a live version of the H5NI avian influenza virus mixed with human H3N2 
seasonal influenza virus, according to a Feb 27 report from the Canadian Press (CP) that cited an 
official from Baxter. The company said it supplied the "experimental virus material" to an Austrian 
research company, which then shipped it to subcontractors in the Czech Republic, Germany, and 
Slovenia, the CP report said. A WHO official in Europe told the CP that authorities are trying to 
determine what went wrong at Baxter's facility and that the public health risks from the incident are 
currently minimal. 


Ref.: 

Baxter admits flu product contained live bird flu virus. — CTV.ca, 27 February 2009; 

https://web.archive.org/web/200903 12034332/https://www.ctv.ca/servlet/ArticleNews/story/CT 
VNews/20090227/Bird_Flu_090227 
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LifeGen.de 


Viral Pandemic H5N1 flu threat: 
Baxter contaminates European labs by error 


LifeGen.de, 3 March 2009; 


It could be a Hollywood Worst Case Thriller, but it is real: According to the scientific network 
PROMED, Baxter International Inc. in Austria "unintentionally contaminated samples with the bird 
flu virus that were used in laboratories in 3 neighboring countries, raising concern about the potential 
spread of the deadly disease". As PROMED reports, the contamination has been discovered when 
ferrets at a laboratory in the Czech Republic died after being inoculated with vaccine made from the 
samples early this month. "The material came from Deerfield, Hlinois-based Baxter, which reported 
the incident to the Austrian Ministry of Health, Sigrid Rosenberger, a ministry spokeswoman, said 
today in a telephone interview", the network-alert-system is quoting. "This was infected with a bird 
flu virus," Rosenberger said. "There were some people from the company who handled it." There 
are severe signs that the long expected pandemic avian influenza could be on its way to conquer the 
world - even without Baxter's error driven help. by Vlad Dan Georgescu and Marita Vollborn 


First deaths in Asia concern little children, which from virological point of view is a rather new 
aspect, and could be the evidence for a new spread. While scientists expect this pandemic to happen 
in the near future, the new President should also stay alert: A coming influenza pandemic would 
deteriorate the global economy even without financial crisis, recession - or Baxter. 


Evidence for the global threat comes from China, where a 2 year old girl has been confirmed to 
be infected with bird flu in the northern Shanxi Province, as government officials said last Saturday. 
The child was found ill on 7th of January in the central Hunan province - the little patient still is in 
critical condition. According to the test result of the Chinese Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention, the girl had been tested positive for the H5N1 strain of avian influenza. 


On the other site of the globe, the Ministry of Health and Population of Egypt announced a new 
human case of avian influenza A(H5N1) virus infection last week, the case being a 21 month old 
girl Kerdasa District. 


“Infection with Ше H5N1 avian influenza virus was diagnosed by PCR at the Egyptian Central 
Public Health Laboratory and subsequently confirmed by the U. S. Naval Medical Research Unit 
No. 3 (NAMRU-3) laboratories”, reports the special wire PROMED. According to PROMED, 
investigations into the source of her infection indicate a recent history of contact with sick and dead 
poultry - 23 similar cases in Egypt have been fatal up to date. 


Old Europe as leading research power? 


Given such facts, Mr. Obama should follow European research policy: European research on 
vaccine development for pandemic influenza has been financed since 2001 by the European Union. 
Early projects worked to develop an egg-free vaccine, which is faster and safer to produce, along 
with innovative application techniques. Research is now underway with the objectives of fighting 
the disease at the source (infected birds) and protecting human populations through pandemic 
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influenza vaccines. Future EU research will improve vaccine efficiency by adding adjuvants, 
substances that boost the body’s immune response to vaccine antigen. Additionally, research teams 
are currently focused on developing a universal flu vaccine that could provide a lifetime of 
protection from influenza. 


Latest surveillance data coming through the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
(ECDC) from virologists and clinicians indicates that the influenza A(H3N2) virus is the predominant 
strain in Europe so far this season (2008/2009). Based on the data published by ECDC the 
pharmaceutical company Roche confirms that the oral antiviral Tamiflu (oseltamivir) is fully active 
against influenza A(H3N2) and influenza B, which currently comprise 94 percent of circulating 
viruses in Europe this year. Tamiflu resistance reported in the 2008-2009 influenza seasons is 
confined to HIN1. No resistance has been seen with other circulating seasonal viruses - H3N2 and 
influenza B. 


"Recent media reporting has elevated awareness of the HIN] seasonal resistance seen this year 
in the United States and the Far East. However, in Europe the picture is different with H3N2 being 
the dominant strain so far. The circulating H3N2 viruses, which often cause a more severe illness 
than HINI, are sensitive to oseltamivir, which means that oseltamivir will be active against the vast 
majority of influenza infections in Europe this season, if current trends continue," comments Prof 
Albert Osterhaus, Head of Virology, Erasmus Medical Centre, Rotterdam. "It is important that 
doctors understand that oseltamivir remains an effective treatment for patients across Europe." 


Flu alert for the new President 


However, the situation in the United States is more alerting, according to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC). A new University of Colorado at Boulder study showed the 
resistance of the avian flu virus to a major class of antiviral drugs "is increasing through positive 
evolutionary selection, with researchers documenting the trend in more than 30 percent of the 
samples tested", as the scientists report. Even if the expected influenza pandemic did not start yet, 
there is no doubt about the comeback of the lethal virus: The first Pandemic Influenza occurred in 
three waves in the United States - exactly 90 years ago, between 1918 and 1919. 
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LifeGen.de 


Baxter H5N1 Contamination: 
Causes were a unique combination of process, technical and human errors 


LifeGen.de, 3 March 2009 


Since we started our coverage of the Baxter-Contamination Story in Europe shares of the big 
pharmaceutical company in Deerfield, IL have lost more more than 8 percent in two days, as a look 
at Google Finance reveals. Baxter's Chief of Communications in the US, Christopher Bona, supported 
our idea for an exclusive interview, so Jutta Brenn-Vogt, Manager Communications at Baxter 
Deutschland GmbH explained LifeGen.de what really happened with H5N1, and how security 
measures - not only at Baxter - should work on a global scale. 


LifeGen.de: How and when did Baxter find out about the contamination? 


Brenn-Vogt: A suspicion concerning a potential contamination arose at AVIR Greenhills’ 
contracted lab in the Czech Republic during the late afternoon of Friday, February 6. Baxter was 
then notified by AVIR Greenhills about this situation in three locations (Slovenia, Czech Republic, 
Austria) during the early evening of Friday, February 6. The last notification was on February 17 
from AVIR Greenhills regarding a laboratory in Germany. 


LifeGen.de: Promed mentions HSN1 and/or H3N2 as contaminants. Could you describe us what 
exactly happened to the charges? 


Brenn-Vogt: Firstly, the material that was contaminated with HSN1 was not a vaccine, but was 
an experimental virus material. The impacted material was made at Baxter’s facility in Orth, Austria. 
It was produced exclusively for laboratory testing for AVIR Greenhills. It was not used for product 
production or for use in humans. 


The root cause of the incident has been identified. It was due to a unique combination of process, 
technical and human error in a procedure used for this specific research project in our facility in 
Austria (Orth). The chances of such a confluence of events repeating itself are virtually impossible. 
Cross-contamination of commercial product, clinical material or other experimental material has 
been absolutely excluded. The public health authorities in Austria performed an audit at Baxter’s 
research facility in Austria and Baxter’s corrective and preventative actions were found appropriate 
by the auditors. The contamination occurred only during the process for this specific research 
project for AVIR Greenhills in Baxter’s facility. 


The employees who may have been exposed to this material have gone through a specific 
examination by infectious disease specialists. These people were tested or considered by disease 
specialists not to be at risk. The results of all performed tests were negative. 


LifeGen.de: Baxter is handling HSN1 in BSL3 labs. Where is the security lack of the system? In 
other words: How could the charges get in European 4 countries without intention? 

Brenn-Vogt: As this material was not produced for human use, testing for potential contamination 15 
not routinely carried out. Baxter sent this material to AVIR Greenhills in Austria, they, in turn, 
reported to us later that they sent it to four labs with whom they contract. As explained above, this 
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was not the result of a lack of security but it was due to a unique combination of process, technical 
and human error in a procedure used for this specific research project. 


LifeGen.de: Do you think smaller companies like Avir Green Hills Biotechnology should 
handle Baxter's charges? 


Brenn-Vogt: Baxter is contracted to provide influenza virus material to AVIR Greenhills for that 
company's use in developing their influenza vaccine. In this case, Baxter produced one component 
of the influenza vaccine. The individuals working with the experimental material were operating in 
laboratory containment conditions specifically designed to prevent exposure. We see no need to 
speculate on how the size of a lab had bearing on this incident. 


LifeGen.de: After the Antrhrax mailings in 2001, which is no Baxter related case, but not less 
risky, this is the second virological contamination starting directly from the US. How will Baxter 
prevent future accidents like the one in Europe for the future? 


Brenn-Vogt: Exposure was highly unlikely -- the individuals working with the experimental 
material were operating in laboratory containment conditions specifically designed to prevent 
exposure. АП H5NI infections that have been reported to date have been associated with direct 
exposure to infected poultry/birds. 


As mentioned above, this incident originated in Austria, not the US. The circumstances of the 
contamination were a unique combination of process, technical and human errors. Cross-contamination 
of commercial product, clinical material or other experimental material has been absolutely excluded. 
The public health authorities in Austria performed an audit at Baxter’s research facility in Austria 
(Feb. 16) and Baxter’s corrective and preventative actions were found appropriate by the auditors. 
The contamination occurred only during the process for this specific research project for AVIR 
Greenhills in Baxter’s facility. Further details about the process will not be discussed as it is 
proprietary information. 


LifeGen.de: Will the contamination in Europe lead to management changes in your company? 


Brenn-Vogt: No. 
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ga Natural News. 


Natural Health, Natural Living, Natural News 
Mike Adams 


Vaccines as Biological Weapons? 
Live Avian Flu Virus Placed in Baxter Vaccine Materials Sent to 18 Countries 


Natural News, 3 March 2009 


There's a popular medical thriller novel in which a global pandemic is intentionally set off by an 
evil plot designed to reduce the human population. In the book, a nefarious drug company inserts 
live avian flu viruses into vaccine materials that are distributed to countries around the world to be 
injected into patients as "flu shots.” Those patients then become carriers for these highly-virulent 
strains of avian flu which go on to infect the world population and cause widespread death. 


There's only one problem with this story: It's not fiction. Or, at least, the part about live avian 
flu viruses being inserted into vaccine materials isn't fiction. It's happening right now. 


Deerfield, Illinois-based pharmaceutical company Baxter International Inc. has just been caught 
shipping live avian flu viruses mixed with vaccine material to medical distributors in 18 countries. 
The "mistake" (if you can call it that, see below...) was discovered by the National Microbiology 
Laboratory in Canada. The World Health Organization was alerted and panic spread throughout the 
vaccine community as health experts asked the obvious question: How could this have happened? 


As published on LifeGen.de (http://www.lifegen.de/newsip/showne...), serious questions like this 
are being raised: 

"Baxter International Inc. in Austria ‘unintentionally contaminated samples with the bird flu virus that were 
used in laboratories in 3 neighbouring countries, raising concern about the potential spread of the deadly 
disease’. Austria, Germany, Slowenia and the Czech Republic - these are the countries in which labs were hit 
with dangerous viruses. Not by bioterrorist commandos, but by Baxter. In other words: One of the major 
global pharmaceutical players seems to have lost control over a virus which is considered by many virologists 
to be one of the components leading some day to a new pandemic." 

Or, put another way, Baxter is acting a whole lot like a biological terrorism organization 
these days, sending deadly viral samples around the world. If you mail an envelope full of anthrax 
to your Senator, you get arrested as a terrorist. So why is Baxter -- which mailed samples of a far 
more deadly viral strain to labs around the world -- getting away with saying, essentially, "Oops?" 


But there's a bigger question in all this: How could this company have accidentally mixed LIVE 
avian flu viruses (both H5N1 and H3N2, the human form) in this vaccine material? 


Was the viral contamination intentional? 


The shocking answer is that this couldn't have been an accident. Why? Because Baxter International 
adheres to something called BSL3 (Biosafety Level 3) - a set of laboratory safety protocols that 
prevent the cross-contamination of materials. 


As explained on Wikipedia (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biosaf...): 

"Laboratory personnel have specific training in handling pathogenic and potentially lethal agents, 
and are supervised by competent scientists who are experienced in working with these agents. This 
is considered a neutral or warm zone. All procedures involving the manipulation of infectious 
materials are conducted within biological safety cabinets or other physical containment devices, or 
by personnel wearing appropriate personal protective clothing and equipment. The laboratory has 
special engineering and design features." 
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iDNES.cz | ZPRAVODAJSTVÍ Domácí Zahraničí Krimi Kraje Volby Ekonomika Kultura Finance Revue == 


Bohdana Jarošová 
Rakouská ptačí chřipka šla do Česka i Německa 


iDNEZ.cz, 4. března 2009, 4:54 


Smrtící virus ptačí chřipky se nekontrolovaně ocitl najednou na několika místech v Evropě. Podle 
zjištění MF DNES testovali lidé z rakouské pobočky mezinárodní farmaceutické společnosti Baxter 
"kontaminovanou vakcínu" nejen v české laboratoři v Konárovicích na Kolínsku, ale 1 ve dvou 
sousedních zemích. 


"Vakcína nakažená ptačí chřipkou se testovala v samotném Rakousku, České republice, Německu 
a ve Slovinsku. A všude se tento problém vyskytl," říká hlavní hygienik a náměstek ministryně 
zdravotnictví Michael Vít. 


V žádné z laboratoří o tom neměli ani tušení. Poslední lednový den poslali farmaceuti z Rakouska 
nedopatřením do čtyř laboratoří na výzkum virus, který je pro svoji nebezpečnost zapsán do seznamu 
možných biologických zbraní. - čtěte Do Ceska se dostala vakcína nakažená smrtelným virem ptačí 
chřipky 

Teď už českou laboratoř stíhá první instituce — Státní úřad pro jadernou bezpečnost. 


Úřad, který má na starosti biologickou bezpečnost, totiž nikdo z rakouské ani české strany 
neinformoval. Sama farmaceutická společnost Baxter se o nakažené zásilce dozvěděla až o šest dní 
později, kdy se fretky, na kterých se látka testovala, začaly chovat nenormálně. 


"Máme za to, že došlo k porušení oznamovací povinnosti. Přitom virus ptačí chřipky H5N1 patří 
na seznam nebezpečných látek," míní Dana Drábová, předsedkyně Státního úřadu pro jadernou 
bezpečnost. 


S konárovickou firmou Biotest, která kontaminovanou zásilku testovala, proto v nejbližších 
dnech zahájí správní řízení. "Jestli se vina prokáže, hrozí pokuta, která může v extrémním případě 
dosáhnout až pěti milionů korun," dodává Drábová. 


Už týdny jsou kvůli nakažené zásilce na nohou hygienici, veterináři 1 státní ústav pro kontrolu 
léčiv. V rakouské pobočce začali pracovat také kontroloři Evropské agentury pro léčivé přípravky. 


I když se společnost dušuje, Ze nic podobného se stát už nemůže, lze očekávat další sankce. 
"Případ ještě není uzavfen," upozorňuje Josef Duben ze Státní veterinární správy. 


"Uz to nikdy neuděláme" 


Společnost Baxter však vyvrací, že by šlo o testování chřipkové vakcíny pro lidi. "Naše firma 
poslala do české společnosti Biotest na výzkum čistý virus běžné chřipky a záměnou se stalo, že 
poslala virus ptačí chřipky. Šlo o záměnu testovacího materiälu," říká zástupce rakouské pobočky 
společnosti Baxter Richard Tischler. 


Podle něj bylo riziko, že se ptačí chřipka dostane z laboratoří ven, velmi nízké. "Postup, který 
byl použit k výrobě výzkumného materiálu, se už nikdy opakovat nebude," podotýká Tischler. 

Všechny čtyři testovací laboratoře byly vyčištěny, pracovníci, kteří s virem pracovali, dostali lék 
tamiflu a jsou nadále pod lékařským dohledem. "Zádný z českých pracovníků nakažený nebyl," říká Vít. 
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CESKÉ 


ZPRAVODAJSKÝ @ SERVER ČTK ——— 


noviny. 


Kontaminovaná vakcína se testovala nejen v CR 


České Noviny, 4 March 2009 


Praha - Testovací materiál, který zkoumala společnost BioTest a který byl kontaminován virem 
ptačí chřipky H5N1, údajně testovali lidé z rakouské pobočky farmaceutické firmy Baxter nejen v 
Česku, ale i v jiných evropských zemích. Uvádí to dnešní Mladá fronta Dnes (MfD). Již dříve 
napsala, že virus H5N1 nedopatřením obsahoval výzkumný materiál firmy Baxter, kterou BioTest 
testoval v Konárovicích na Kolínsku. 


"Vakcína nakažená ptačí chřipkou se testovala v samotném Rakousku, České republice, Německu 
a ve Slovinsku. A všude se tento problém vyskytl," řekl MfD hlavní hygienik CR Michael Vít. V 
žádné z laboratoří o tom podle deníku neměli tušení. 


Zástupce firmy Baxter Richard Tischler v prohlášení pro ČTK zdůraznil, že materiál byl vyroben 
výhradně pro výzkum, nikoli pro výrobu produktů nebo pro jakékoli použití u lidí. Testovací látku 
podle Tischlera neposílala do BioTestu ale firma Baxter, nýbrž rakouská společnost AVIR Greenhills, 
která si laboratoř BioTestu najala. 


"Ke kontaminaci došlo jen během procesu pro tento konkrétní výzkumný projekt pro AVIR 
Greenhills v laboratoři firmy Baxter. A tento konkrétní proces se již nebude opakovat," uvedl 
Tischler s tím, že rakouské orgány pro ochranu veřejného zdraví vyhodnotili nápravná a preventivní 
opatření firmy Baxter jako odpovídající. 


Lidé podle Tischlera pracovali s experimentálním materiálem v izolovaných laboratorních 
podmínkách. Také zástupci firmy BioTest před časem ČTK sdělili, že "projekt standardně probíhal 
v zabezpečených laboratorních prostorách s použitím příslušných ochranných pomůcek pracovníků 
a za standardního dodržení bezpečnostních podmínek". Při tomto výzkumu nebyl nikdo z jejích 
pracovníků nakažen. 


Podle MfD farmaceuti z Rakouska poslali koncem ledna nedopatřením do čtyř laboratoří na 
výzkum virus, který je pro svou nebezpečnost zaznamenán do seznamu možných biologických 
zbraní. "Mame za to, že došlo k porušení oznamovací povinnosti. Přitom virus ptačí chřipky H5NI 
patří na seznam nebezpečných látek," řekla MfD předsedkyně Státního úřadu pro jadernou bezpečnost 
Dana Drábová. S firmou Biotest proto v nejbližších dnech podle MfD zahájí správní řízení. 


"Jestli se vina prokáže, hrozí pokuta, která může v extrémním případě dosáhnout až pěti milionů 
korun," uvedla Drábová. 


V rakouské pobočce začali podle MfD pracovat kontroloři Evropské agentury pro léčivé přípravky. 
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Gary Clark 
Experimental virus material contained live bird flu virus, flu vaccine maker confirms 


World Health.Net, 4 March 2009, 9 a.m. 


Baxter International released a contaminated “experimental virus material” from a plant in Austria, 
which was based on a human flu strain, but contaminated with live H5N1 avian flu virus, then 
distributed it to an Austrian research firm. While the combination can have dire consequences, there 
has been no evidence to date of any public health issues. 


Baxter International, a major manufacturer of flu vaccines, admitted this past week that it released 
a contaminated product containing a combination of H3N2 seasonal flu viruses and unlabelled H5N1 
viruses from a plant in Austria. Portions of that product were supplied to the Austrian research firm, 
Avir Green Hills Biotechnology. Avir then sent portions of it to its subcontractors in the Czech 
Republic, Slovenia and Germany. When the firm in the Czech Republic inoculated ferrets with the 
product, they died, alerting scientists to the possibility that the product contained live H5N1 avian 
flu virus. Baxter's Director of Global Bioscience Communications Christopher Bona confirmed in 
an email that it was live. The incident is being described as a "serious error" on the part of Baxter, 
which is trying to secure a European license for ап H5N1 vaccine. 


The fact that human H3N2 and avian H5N1 viruses co-mingled causes great concern to public 
health experts, which describe the co-mingling as a "dangerous practice that should not be allowed to 
happen." In fact, the release of the virus combination could have had dire consequences. Although 
H5N1 doesn't easily infect humans, H3N2 viruses do. Should a person be vaccinated with a mixture 
of the H5N1 and H3N2 viruses, that individual could "serve as an incubator for a hybrid virus able 
to transmit easily to and among people," say experts. And that process, called re-assortment, can 
result in the creation of a pandemic virus. 


Fortunately, it appears that none of the 36 or 37 people exposed to the contaminated product 
became infected. Says Medical Officer Roberta Andraghetti from Copenhagen, Denmark, "At this 
juncture we are confident in saying that public health and occupational risk is minimal at present. 
We have no evidence of any reassortment having occurred. And we have no evidence of any 
increased transmissibility of the viruses that were involved in the experiment with the ferrets in the 
Czech Republic." To date, Baxter has not publicly released information on how the incident 
occurred. Christopher Bona said that concerns about revealing proprietary information about 
Baxter's production process precludes the company from making additional information available to 
the general public. 


The incident is under investigation by the four European countries involved. Those investigating 
governments are working in close collaboration with the WHO and the European Centre for Disease 
Control in Stockholm, Sweden. Says Andraghetti, "We are in very close contact with Austrian 
authorities to understand what the circumstances of the incident in their laboratory were. And the 
reason for us wishing to know what has happened is to prevent similar events in the future and to 
share lessons that can be learned from this event with others." 
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An American pharma Baxter vaccine against flu found contaminated 
by HSNÍ virus in several European countries. 


911 Blogger.com, 4 March 2009, 10:03 


The Czech company Biotest near from Prague got from Austria a testing batch of the new flu 
vaccine for 2009 from the american company Baxter. In february they have found that the vaccine 
was contaminated by the H5N1 - Avian flu virus, which is on the list of the possible biological 
weapons and is one of the most dangerous biological agents on the Earth - with more than 60% 
death rate. All the testing animals in Biotest were subsequently destroyed and all the workers in the 
company were put in quarantine. Luckily nobody contracted the disease. Subsequently the same 
problem of the Baxter vaccines contamination with H5N1 was found in the laboratories in Slovenia, 
Austria and Germany, which confirms that the source of the contagion was in fact the Baxter vaccine, 
which could be very probable, because Baxter is one of the companies, which are developing the 
vaccines against Н5М1. 


First the company Baxter was evoking the 'trade secret" and refused to comment how the H5N1 
virus got into the vaccines, but then, when it was already clear that the source of the contagion is in 
fact the Baxter vaccine, their representative then confirmed, that the contaminated vaccine was 
produced by Baxter laboratories for the company AVIR Greenhills and distributed by Austrian 
company Ortha. And on the end he even said that the material sent to the Czech republic, Austria, 
Slovenia and Germany was in fact a pure H5N1 sent by accident - maybe to mask the previous 
assumption, that it was in fact an ordinary flu vaccine, which was contaminated. If it was in fact the 
pure H5N1 or contaminated vaccine is still not clear. 


Already weeks all the sanitation officials kick around in all the countries where the contaminated 
vaccine was found. Czech authorities now will hopefully proceed with the prosecution against all 
companies involved and of course the suit for criminal negligence and public menace against Baxter 
is still on the table. 


But was this just a criminal negligence or it was an attempt to provoke pandemia using vaccination 
against flu to spread the disease - as happened with the anti-B hepatitis vaccination with vaccines 
containing the HIV virus in US? - and then cash for the vaccines against H5N1 which Baxter 
develops? How could on Earth a virus as H5N1 come to the ordinary flu vaccines? Don't they 
follow even basic precautions in the american pharma companies? - As they didn't in this case here 
and even after they learned their medicals are contaminated with HIV, they sold them to Europe and 
East. Am I just a paranoid or is David Rivera right? 


202 


4. An Austrian pharmaceutical company supplied an anti-flu vaccine contaminated with the deadly virus 


NewScientist 


Bird flu mix-up could have spelled disaster 


New Scientist, 4 March 2009 


IT’S emerged that virulent H5N1 bird flu was sent out by accident from an Austrian lab last year 
and given to ferrets in the Czech Republic before anyone realised. As well as the risk of it escaping 
into the wild, the H5N1 got mixed with a human strain, which might have spawned a hybrid that 
could unleash a pandemic. 


Last December, the Austrian branch of US vaccine company Baxter sent a batch of ordinary 
human H3N2 flu, altered so it couldn't replicate, to Avir Green Hills Biotechnology, also in Austria. 
In February, a lab in the Czech Republic working for Avir alerted Baxter that, unexpectedly, ferrets 
inoculated with the sample had died. It turned out the sample contained live H5N1, which Baxter 
uses to make vaccine. The two seem to have been mixed in error. 


Markus Reinhard of Baxter says no one was infected because the H3N2 was handled at a high 


level of containment. But Ab Osterhaus of Erasmus University in the Netherlands says: “We need 
to go to great lengths to make sure this kind of thing doesn’t happen.” 
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BEZPECNOST POTRAVIN 


Rakouská ptačí chřipka šla do Ceska, Německa a Slovinska 


Bezpecnosti potravin, 4 March 2009 


Podle serveru iDNES.cz rakouská pobočka firmy Baxter testovala “kontaminovanou vakcínu" 
nejen v Česku. 


Smrtící virus ptačí chřipky se nekontrolovaně ocitl najednou na několika místech v Evropě. 
Podle zjištění MF DNES testovali lidé z rakouské pobočky mezinárodní farmaceutické společnosti 
Baxter "kontaminovanou vakcínu" nejen v české laboratoři v Konárovicich na Kolínsku, ale 1 ve 
dvou sousedních zemích. 


"Vakcína nakažená ptačí chřipkou se testovala v samotném Rakousku, České republice, Německu 
a ve Slovinsku. A všude se tento problém vyskytl," říká hlavní hygienik a náměstek ministryně 
zdravotnictví Michael Vít. 


V žádné z laboratoří o tom neměli ani tušení. Poslední lednový den poslali farmaceuti z Rakouska 
nedopatřením do čtyř laboratoří na výzkum virus, který je pro svoji nebezpečnost zapsán do seznamu 
možných biologických zbraní (čtěte Do Česka se dostala vakcína nakažená smrtelným virem ptačí 
chřipky). 


Teď už českou laboratoř stíhá první instituce — Státní úřad pro jadernou bezpečnost. 


Úřad, který má na starosti biologickou bezpečnost, totiž nikdo z rakouské ani české strany 
neinformoval. Sama farmaceutická společnost Baxter se o nakažené zásilce dozvěděla až o šest dní 
později, kdy se fretky, na kterých se látka testovala, začaly chovat nenormálně. 


"Máme za to, že došlo k porušení oznamovací povinnosti. Přitom virus ptačí chřipky H5N1 patří 
na seznam nebezpečných látek," míní Dana Drábová, předsedkyně Státního úřadu pro jadernou 
bezpečnost. 


S konárovickou firmou Biotest, která kontaminovanou zásilku testovala, proto v nejbližších 
dnech zahájí správní řízení. "Jestli se vina prokáže, hrozí pokuta, která může v extrémním případě 


dosáhnout až pěti milionů korun," dodává Drábová. 


Už týdny jsou kvůli nakažené zásilce na nohou hygienici, veterináři 1 Státní ústav pro kontrolu 
léčiv. V rakouské pobočce začali pracovat také kontroloři Evropské agentury pro léčivé přípravky. 


I když se společnost dušuje, že nic podobného se stát už nemůže, lze očekávat další sankce. 
"Případ ještě není uzavřen," upozorňuje Josef Duben ze Státní veterinární správy. 
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"Uz to nikdy neudélame" 

Společnost Baxter však vyvrací, že by šlo o testování chřipkové vakcíny pro lidi. "Naše firma 
poslala do české společnosti Biotest na výzkum čistý virus běžné chřipky a záměnou se stalo, že 
poslala virus ptačí chřipky. Slo o záměnu testovacího materiálu," říká zástupce rakouské pobočky 
společnosti Baxter Richard Tischler. 


Podle něj bylo riziko, že se ptačí chřipka dostane z laboratoří ven, velmi nízké. "Postup, který 
byl použit k výrobě výzkumného materiálu, se už nikdy opakovat nebude," podotýká Tischler. 


Všechny čtyři testovací laboratoře byly vyčištěny, pracovníci, kteří s virem pracovali, dostali lék 
tamiflu a jsou nadále pod lékařským dohledem. "Zádny z českých pracovníků nakazeny nebyl," říká Vít 


Zdroj: iDNES.cz 
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Vitalii 


Ludmila Hamplová 
MfD: Vakcína kontaminovaná ptačí chřipkou se testovala v Evropě 


Vitalia.CZ, 4 March 2009 


Testovací vakcinu, kterou zkoumala společnost BioTest a která byla podle firmy BioTest chybou 
dodavatele kontaminovaná virem ptačí chřipky H5N1, údajně lidé z rakouské pobočky farmaceutické 
firmy Baxter netestovali jen v Cesku, ale i v jiných evropských zemích. 


Informovala o tom Mladá fronta Dnes (MfD). Již dříve list uvedl, že virus H5N1 nedopatřením 
obsahovala vakcina firmy Baxter, kterou BioTest testoval v Konárovicich na Kolínsku. Při výzkumu 
této vakcíny nebyl nikdo z jejích pracovníků nakažen. 


"Vakcína nakažená ptačí chřipkou se testovala v samotném Rakousku, České republice, Německu 
a ve Slovinsku. A všude se tento problém vyskytl," řekl MfD hlavní hygienik CR Michael Vit. У 
žádné z laboratoří o tom neměli tušení, píše list. 


Podle deníku poslali na konci ledna farmaceuti z Rakouska nedopatřením do čtyř laboratoří na 
výzkum virus, který je pro svou nebezpečnost zaznamenán do seznamu možných biologických zbraní. 


Českou laboratoř teď už stíhá Státní úřad pro jadernou bezpečnost, píše list. Úřad podle deníku 
nikdo z rakouské ani české strany neinformoval. "Máme za to, že došlo k porušení oznamovací 
povinnosti. Přitom virus ptačí chřipky H5N1 patří na seznam nebezpečných látek," řekla MfD 
předsedkyně Státního úřadu pro jadernou bezpečnost Dana Drábová. S konárovickou firmou Biotest 
proto v nejbližších dnech podle MfD zahájí správní řízení. "Jestli se vina prokáže, hrozí pokuta, 
která může v extrémním případě dosáhnout až pěti milionů korun," uvedla Drábová. 


МЮ píše, že v rakouské pobočce začali pracovat kontroloři Evropské agentury pro léčivé přípravky. 
"Případ ještě není uzavfen," řekl listu Josef Duben ze Státní veterinární správy. 


Zástupce rakouské pobočky společnosti Baxter Richard Tischler uvedl, že šlo o záměnu testovacího 
materiálu. 


Pracovníci, kteří se na výzkumu podíleli, jsou stále pod lékařských dohledem. 


VOLNY.CZ 


Kontaminovaná vakcína se údajně testovala i jinde v Evropě 
Volny.CZ, 4 March 2009 
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EMTALA LA 
VE P427 AI ДАА CENTRAL EUROPEAN OF PUBLIC HEALTH 


www.zdrav.cz Zdraví a Zdravotnictví 


Jarošová Bohdana 


Firma poslala smrtící virus do Česka i dalších zemí. 
Rakouská ptačí chřipka šla do Ceska a Německa 


Central European Journal of Public Health, SZÚ 22863, 4 March 2009 


Infekce Virová. Laboratorní Zvířata. Bezpečnost Práce. Hlavní Hygienik. 


Poslední lednový den poslali farmaceuti společnosti Baxter z Rakouska nedopatřením do čtyř 
laboratoří na výzkum virus ptačí chřipky, který je pro svoji nebezpečnost zapsán na seznamu 
možných biologických zbraní. "Vakcína nakažená ptačí chřipkou se testovala v samotném Rakousku, 
České republice, Německu a ve Slovinsku. A všude se tento problém vyskytl," říká hlavní hygienik 
a náměstek ministryně zdravotnictví Michael Vít. V žádné laboratoři o tom neměli ani tušení. Teď 
už českou laboratoř stíhá první instituce - Státní úřad pro jadernou bezpečnost. Úřad, který má na 
starosti biologickou bezpečnost, totiž nikdo z rakouské ani české strany neinformoval. 
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И FOR INFECTIOUS DISEASES 


Зарубежное эпидобозрение — утечка высоко-патогенного вируса H5N1 — Австрия 


ProMED.mail, 4 March 2009 


Перевод с англ. Промед - Оригинал — см: 


Mary Marshall, A ProMED-mail post; ProMED.mail, 26 February 2009 


Официальные лица пытаются добраться до сути вопроса, а именно как производитель 
вакцин Baxter International Inc разработал "экспериментальный вирусный материал", OCHOBAH- 
ный на штамме человеческого гриппа, но загрязненный вирусом птичьего гриппа, и в после- 
дующем, распространенного через Австрийскую компанию. Эта компания, Avir Green Hills 
Biotechnology, в свою очередь распространила предполагаемый вирус H3N2 субконтрактерам в 
Чехии, Словении и Германии. В настоящее время, этот вопрос исследуется 4-мя Европейскими 
странами под наблюдением ВОЗ и Европейским Центром по контролю заболеваний (ЕЦКЗ). 


Хотя никто из 36 или 37 человек, которые имели контакт с биоматериалом не инфициро- 
вались, инцидент рассматривается как серьезная ошибка компании Важег, которая является 
одной из ключевых сторон по гарантии Европейской лицензии по вакцине H5NI. Эта вакцина 
производится в другой компании в Чехии. 


Согласно Др. Ангус Николь, ЕЦКЗ: "Случайное освобождение комбинации живых вирусов 
H5N1 и H3N2 - если бы это действительно произошло, могло бы привести к страшным 
последствиям. Хотя официальные лица не до конца уверены, что эта смесь содержала живые 
вирусы H5N 1, но учитывая смерть хорьков, можно предположить, что они были живые. 


В отличие от вируса H3N2, вирус H5NI не способен легко инфицировать человека. Оба 
вируса относятся к вирусам типа А, которые ежегодно поражают людей в сезон гриппа. Если 
кто-то заразится этой комбинацией вирусов, то этот человек будет служить инкубатором для 
гибридного вируса, которым можно будет легко заразить других людей. Эта рекомбинация 
может привести к пандемическому вирусу. 


Согласно исследованиям ученых из Центра по контролю заболеваний США, в лабораторных 
условиях эти 2 вируса легко сцепляются. Хотя и менее вирулентные чем Н5МІ, часть вирусов, 
появившихся в результате сцепления могут быть достаточно опасными. 


Baxter International, компания находящаяся в Иллинойсе, утверждает, что это произошло в 
результате ошибки ее научного отдела, который находится в Австрии. Этот отдел по контракту 
от компании Avir Green Hills должен был произвести "экспериментальный вирусный материал" 
на основе человеческого вируса H3N2. Со слов Кристофера Бона, директора Baxter по глобаль- 
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ным коммуникациям, жидкий вирусный продукт не является вакциной, а лишь зксперимен- 
тальным материалом для использования на животных. 

Сигнал тревоги впервые был получен в феврале 2009, когда суб-контракторы в Чехии 
сделали прививку этим биоматериалом хорькам, которые очень быстро скончались, хотя они 
не должны умирать от вируса человеческого гриппа. Предварительное исследование показало, 
что биоматериал был загрязнен вирусом Н5М1, который летален для хорьков. Согласно Бону, 
Важег определил, что произошла контаминация и принял соответствующие меры. 


Важег единственный производитель вакцин, который работает с "дикими" видами вируса 
гриппа и придерживается стандартов уровня биобезопасности BSL3. Те кто знаком с этим 
уровнем биобезопасности в ужасе от факта, что в научной лаборатории Важег могло произой- 
ти смешивание этих двух вирусов по какой-то случайности. Компания не объясняет ясно как 
могла произойти такая ошибка. Важег помог всем вовлеченным компаниям уничтожить 
загрязненный биоматериал, а людям, которые имели контакт с биоматериалом, был назначен 
Тамифлю и они находятся под наблюдением. 


KKK KK K 


[2] Дата: 26 февраля 2009 
От: Кристофера Бона <christopher bona © baxter.com> 


От имени Baxter 

Я хочу предоставить следующую информацию в ответ на публикацию в Промед от 25 
февраля 2009 года (Ауап 

influenza, accidental distribution - Czech Rep. ex Austria: RED. 

Штамм вируса H5NI strain был штаммом типа A/Vietnam/1203/2004, полученного из 
референс-центра ВОЗ. Вся информация, касающаяся этого инцидента была передана местным 
официальным лица и таким международным организациям как ВОЗ и Европейский ЦКЗ. 


Кристофер Бона, 

Директор по Глобальным био-научным коммуникациям 
Baxter International Inc. 

< christopher_bona O baxter.com> 


[ProMED вьражает благодарность за предоставление уточнения штамма вируса. - Mod.CP] 


[Модератор НР. Команда Ipomea приносит извинения читателям, так как вчера в рассылке 
была отправлена непроверенная информация, переданная российским агентством ИТАР-ТАСС 
и переданная по ТВ телеканалом "Вести". В этой информации допущена неточность и био- 
материал назван вакциной. Комментарий, данный к сообщению не отражает точку зрения 
команды Промед, а отражает точку зрения отдельного специалиста] 
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neos INFOWARS.COM BECAUSE THERE IS A WAR ON FOR YOUR MIND 


Paul Joseph Watson 
‘Accidental’ Contamination Of Vaccine With Live Avian Flu Virus Virtually Impossible 
Info Wars, 5 March 2009 


https://web.archive.org/web/200903071001 16/http://www.infowars.com/%E2%80%98accidental%E2%80%99- 
contamination-of-vaccine-with-live-avian-flu-virus-virtually-impossible/ 


Czech newspapers are questioning if the shocking discovery of vaccines contaminated with the 
deadly avian flu virus which were distributed to 18 countries by the American company Baxter 
were part of a conspiracy to provoke a pandemic. 


The claim holds weight because, according to the very laboratory protocols that are routine for 
vaccine makers, mixing a live virus biological weapon with vaccine material by accident is virtually 
impossible. 


"The company that released contaminated flu virus material from a plant in Austria confirmed 
Friday that the experimental product contained live H5N1 avian flu viruses,” reports the Canadian Press. 


Baxter flu vaccines contaminated with H5N1 - otherwise known as the human form of avian flu, 
one of the most deadly biological weapons on earth with a 6096 kill rate - were received by labs in 
the Czech Republic, Germany, and Slovenia. 


Initially, Baxter attempted to stonewall questions by invoking "trade secrets" and refused to 
reveal how the vaccines were contaminated with H5N1. After increased pressure they then claimed 
that pure H5N1 batches were sent by accident. This was seemingly an attempt to quickly change the 
story and hide the fact that the accidental contamination of a vaccine with a deadly biological agent 
like avian flu is virtually impossible and the only way it could have happened was by wilful gross 
criminal negligence. 


According to a compiled translation from Czech newspaper stories, the media over there is asking 
tough questions about whether the contamination was part of a deliberate attempt to start a pandemic. 
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“Was this just a criminal negligence or it was an attempt to provoke pandemia using vaccination 
against flu to spread the disease - as happened with the anti-B hepatitis vaccination with vaccines 
containing the HIV virus in US? - and then cash for the vaccines against H5N1 which Baxter develops? 
How could on Earth a virus as H5N1 come to the ordinary flu vaccines? Don’t they follow even 
basic precautions in the american pharma companies?” states the translation. 


The fact that Baxter mixed the deadly Н5М1 virus with a mix of H3N2 seasonal flu viruses is the 
smoking gun. The H5N1 virus on its own has killed hundreds of people, but it is less airborne and 
more restricted in the ease with which it can spread. However, when combined with seasonal flu 
viruses, which as everyone knows are super-airborne and easily spread, the effect is a potent, super- 
airbone, super deadly biological weapon. 


As the Canadian Press article explains, “While H5N1 doesn’t easily infect people, H3N2 viruses do. 
If someone exposed to a mixture of the two had been simultaneously infected with both strains, he or 
she could have served as an incubator for a hybrid virus able to transmit easily to and among people.” 


There can be little doubt therefore that this was a deliberate attempt to weaponize the HSN1 
virus to its most potent extreme and distribute it via conventional flu vaccines to the population who 
would then infect others to a devastating degree as the disease went airborne. 


The Canadian Press article states, “That mixing process, called reassortment, is one of two ways 
pandemic viruses are created,” but then claims that there is no evidence that this is what Baxter 
were doing, despite there being no clear explanation as to why Baxter has samples of the live avian 
flu virus on its premises in the first place. 


However, to reiterate, the key aspect of this story is that it is virtually impossible for live avian 
flu virus to find its way into a vaccine by “accident”. 


As health expert Mike Adams points out, “The shocking answer is that this couldn't have been 
an accident. Why? Because Baxter International adheres to something called BSL3 (Biosafety 
Level 3) - a set of laboratory safety protocols that prevent the cross-contamination of materials.” 


As explained on Wikipedia (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biosaf...): 

“Laboratory personnel have specific training in handling pathogenic and potentially lethal agents, 
and are supervised by competent scientists who are experienced in working with these agents. This 
is considered a neutral or warm zone. All procedures involving the manipulation of infectious 
materials are conducted within biological safety cabinets or other physical containment devices, or 
by personnel wearing appropriate personal protective clothing and equipment. The laboratory has 
special engineering and design features.” 


Under the BSL3 code of conduct, it is impossible for live avian flu viruses to contaminate 
production vaccine materials that are shipped out to vendors around the world. This leaves only two 
possibilities that explain these events: 


Possibility #1: Baxter isn’t following BSL3 safety guidelines or is so sloppy in following them 
that it can make monumental mistakes that threaten the safety of the entire human race. And if 
that’s the case, then why are we injecting our children with vaccines made from Baxter’s materials? 


Possibility #2: A rogue employee (or an evil plot from the top management) is present at Baxter, 
whereby live avian flu viruses were intentionally placed into the vaccine materials in the hope that 
such materials might be injected into humans and set off a global bird flu pandemic. 


Spreading bird flu would create an instantaneous surge of demand for bird flu vaccines. The 
profits that vaccine companies such as Baxter International could reap out of such a panic are 
astronomical. <...> 
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This is not the first time that vaccine companies have been caught distributing vaccines 
contaminated with deadly viruses. 


In 2006 it was revealed that Bayer Corporation had discovered that their injection drug, which 
was used by hemophiliacs, was contaminated with the HIV virus. Internal documents prove that 
after they positively knew that the drug was contaminated, they took it off the U.S. market only to 
dump it on the European, Asian and Latin American markets, knowingly exposing thousands, most 
of them children, to the live HIV virus. Government officials in France went to prison for allowing 
the drug to be distributed. The documents show that the FDA colluded with Bayer to cover-up the 
scandal and allowed the deadly drug to be distributed globally. No Bayer executives ever faced 
arrest or prosecution in the United States. 


| News of Interest.TV 


Paul Joseph Watson 
“Accidental” Contamination of Vaccine with Live Avian Flu Virus Virtually Impossible 
News of Interest TV, 5 March 2009 


Paul Joseph Watson 
“Accidental” Contamination of Vaccine with Live Avian Flu Virus Virtually Impossible 
Prison Planet, 5 March 2009; 


Live Avian Flu Virus Placed in Baxter Vaccine 
Materials Sent to 18 Countries (2009) 


by APFLI | May 2, 2009 | Vaccines 


Live A vian Flu Virus Placed in Baxter Vaccine Materials Sent to 18 Countries (2009) 
Physicians for Life, 2 May 2009, by APFLI; 
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NEWWORLDLIBERTY 


Bioterrorism Attack Plotted by New World Order 


New World Liberty, 5 March 2009. 


Alex Jones and Bill Cooper predicted the 9/11 terrorist attacks, staged by the U.S. government, 
2-3 months before 9/11. They also predicted the government would blame the 9/11 terrorist attacks 
on Osama bin Laden. 


Alex Jones is now predicting a bioterrorism attack being plotted by the New World Order, possibly 
for 2009, by connecting dots. Some of these dots are connected in this InfoWars.com article: U.S. 
Air Force Study Proposed 2009 Influenza Pandemic in 1996. 


More dots here in this InfoWars.com article: ‘Accidental’ Contamination Of Vaccine With Live 
Avian Flu Virus Virtually Impossible. 


Do you understand? Baxter shipped a deadly combination of weaponized Avian bird flu. This is 
on purpose. A subcontractor tested and caught the shipment. This is mainstream news. 


Bioweapon scientists are getting murdered. Avian bird flu crisis are always in the news. They are 
hyping the Avian bird flu even though in normal form, it isn’t that deadly. In weaponized, bioengineered 
forms, it is very deadly. Avian bird flu research is the center of it. 


9/11 and the economic crisis was all to set the stage for martial law when they bring in the bioterrorism, 
with bioengineered Avian bird flu the weapon of choice by the New World Order against the people 
of the world. While HIV was bioengineered to attack Africa and gay men slowly, Avian bird flu is 
targetted at killing everyone, quickly. 


Evelyn Rothschild, David Rockefeller, the ruling elite, their numerous shadow government 
organizations, and their numerous agents of death, such as Henry Kissinger and Zbigniew Brzezinski, 
really are trying to depopulate and enslave the world. This is the real axis of evil. These trillionaires 
and owners of the central banks, media, other key industres, and governments are the real terrorists. 
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= A LIVEJOURNAL ямо мове» SHOP HELP 


Случайное загрязнение вакцины живым птичьим вирусом гриппа - невозможно 
Птичий грипп был в вакцинах против птичьего гриппа 


Перевод на руксския язык статьи - Russian Translation of the Article: 


Paul Joseph Watson 
“Accidental” Contamination Of Vaccine With Live Avian Flu Virus Virtually Impossible 
Prison Planet.com, 3 March 2009 


Опубликован на Live Journal (imperialcommiss), 25 November 2010 
https://imperialcommiss.livejournal.com/229753.html? 


Чешские газеты подвергают сомнению, что обнаружение вакцин загрязненных смертель- 
ным птичьим вирусом гриппа, которые предназначались 18 странам, изготовленные амери- 
канской компанией, Baxter International не был частью заговора, с целью вызвать пандемию. 


Предположение не лишено основания, потому что, согласно лабораторным требованиям 
безопасности, которые являются обычными для изготовителей вакцины, смешать живое 
вирусное биологическое средство с материалом вакцины случайно, фактически невозможно. 


"Компания, которая выпускала загрязненный материал вируса гриппа с завода в Австрии, 
подтверждала в пятницу, что экспериментальный продукт содержал живой HSNÍ - вирус 
птичьего гриппа", сообщает канадская Press. 


Бакстер загрязнил вакцины вирусом гриппа H5N1 иначе известным как человеческая форма 
птичьего гриппа, одно из самых смертельных биологических средств на земле - средняя 
смертность в 60%. "Вакцины" были получены лабораториями в Чешской республике, Германии, 
и Словении. 


Первоначально, Бакстер попытался не отвечал на вопросы, взывая к "торговым секретам" и 
отказался признать, что вакцины были загрязнены Н5М1. Под давлением Бакстер признал, что 
в чистые партии вакцины вирус HSN1 посылали случайно. Это было по-видимому попыткой 
быстро изменить историю произошедшего и скрыть факт, что случайное загрязнение вакцины 
со смертельным биологическим агентом как птичий грипп является фактически невозможным, 
и единственный путь, как это могло случиться, был преднамеренный и преступный. 


"Было это просто преступной небрежностью или попытка состояла в том, чтобы вызвать 
эпидемию, используя прививки против гриппа, чтобы распространить болезнь - как случилось 
с anti-B прививкой гепатита с вакцинами, содержащими ВИЧ вирус в США? - а уже затем 
продать за деньги вакцины против H5NI, который развивает Бакстер? Как мог оказаться вирус, 
H5N1 в обычных вакцинах от гриппа? Разве они не следуют за даже основными предосто- 
рожностями в американских фармакологических компаниях?". 


То что Бакстер смешал смертельный вирус HSN1 с соединением сезонных вирусов гриппа 
H3N2, является уликой. Вирус H5N1 cam по себе уже убил сотни людей, но трудно распро- 
страняется. Однако, если его объединить с сезонными вирусами гриппа, которые, поскольку 
каждый знает, передаются воздушным путем и также легко распространяются, полученный 
эффект равен созданию мощного, распространяемого по воздуху, смертоносного биологи- 
ческое оружие высшего качества. 
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Bajan Global Report 


HOME ABOUT US RELIGION TECH NEWS/MEDIA VIDEO 


Live Avian Flu Virus Placed in Baxter Vaccine Materials Sent to 18 Countries 


Bajan Global Report, 5 March 2009, time 


Deerfield, Illinois-based pharmaceutical company Baxter International Inc. has just been caught 
shipping live avian flu viruses mixed with vaccine material to medical distributors in 18 countries. 


The “mistake” (if you can call it that, see below...) was discovered by the National Microbiology 
Laboratory in Canada. The World Health Organization was alerted and panic spread throughout the 
vaccine community as health experts asked the obvious question: How could this have happened? 


“Baxter International Inc. in Austria ‘unintentionally contaminated samples with the bird 
flu virus that were used in laboratories in 3 neighbouring countries, raising concern about 
the potential spread of the deadly disease”. Austria, Germany, Slowenia and the Czech 
Republic — these are the countries in which labs were hit with dangerous viruses. Not by 
bioterrorist commandos, but by Baxter. In other words: One of the major global 
pharmaceutical players seems to have lost control over a virus which is considered by many 
virologists to be one of the components leading some day to a new pandemic. 
(http://www.lifegen.de/newsip/showne) 


But there’s a bigger question in all this: How could this company have accidentally mixed LIVE 
avian flu viruses (both H5N1 and H3N2, the human form) in this vaccine material? 


The shocking answer is that this couldn’t have been an accident. Why? Because Baxter International 
adheres to something called BSL3 (Biosafety Level 3) — a set of laboratory safety protocols that 
prevent the cross-contamination of materials. 


“Laboratory personnel have specific training in handling pathogenic and potentially lethal 
agents, and are supervised by competent scientists who are experienced in working with these 
agents. This is considered a neutral or warm zone. All procedures involving the manipulation of 
infectious materials are conducted within biological safety cabinets or other physical containment 
devices, or by personnel wearing appropriate personal protective clothing and equipment. The 
laboratory has special engineering and design features.” 
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A LIVEJOURNAL © ямо мовет SHOP HELP 


Сергій Дібров 
Хроника "Бакстериологической диверсии" 


Livejournal, 5 марта 2009 


Все началось с того, что месяц назад в лаборатории Biotest неподалеку от Праги сдохли 
подопытные хомячки, а в австрийской «Avir Green Hills» — хорьки. Следом поступили сигналы 
из Германии и Словении: в разных частях Европы лабораторные животные, которым вводили 
присланный обычной почтовой бандеролью экспериментальный биопрепарат, очень быстро 
и дружно умирали. Казалось бы, ничего особенного. Подопытные животные отдают свои 
жизни для того, чтобы двигать вперед науку и спасать жизнь людей. Но в данном случае 
явно что-то не заладилось: все сотрудники лабораторий, контактировавшие со зверьками, 
были немедленно изолированы, помещены в карантин и пролечены самыми современными 
препаратами. Всего под пристальным наблюдением медиков оказалось около сорока человек 
по всей Европе. И что самое страшное: в организмах умерших животных был обнаружен 
смертельно опасный для людей штамм вируса птичьего гриппа HSNÍ. 


Представители американской фармацевтической фирмы «Бакстер» (Baxter International Inc.), 
которая рассылала смертоносное вещество своим европейским партнерам, сначала отвергали 
все претензии. По их словам, в препаратах, которые вводились животным в лабораториях из 
европейских партнеров, вирус птичьего гриппа не содержался. 


После того, как в дело вмешались австрийские власти, выяснилось, что на самом деле все 
гораздо хуже. В присланном из-за океана обычной почтовой бандеролью препарате содержалась 
смесь вирусов птичьего гриппа Н5М1 и обычного, «человеческого» H3N2. 


Соединение вируса H5NI с «человеческим» — этот ночной кошмар BOT уже несколько лет 
преследует эпидемиологов всего мира. Если вдруг в результате мутаций появится такой 
гибрид, то он будет распространяться со скоростью обычной эпидемии гриппа, и при этом 
большинство заболевших ожидает смерть. Животные, которым ввели смесь вирусов двух 
типов, по сути превращаются в «инкубатор» для выведения гибридов. Действенного лечения 
птичьего гриппа не существует, поэтому эксперты в таком случае предсказывают конец 
цивилизации: в считанные дни обезлюдеют целые континенты, а немногие оставшиеся в 
живых вернутся в каменный век. 


Только после этого представители фирмы «Бакстер» признали тот факт, что в рассылаемом 
ими веществе находились возбудители «обычного» гриппа, якобы случайно загрязненного 
вирусом гриппа птичьего при упаковке. При этом они до сих пор пытаются доказать, что 
препарат не содержал живых вирусов, хотя независимые эксперты не сомневаются в обратном. 


K сожалению, пояснения Baxter International вызывают все новые и новые вопросы. В своих 
запоздалых «отмазках» представители фирмы особо настаивают на двух обстоятельствах. 


Во-первых, они утверждают, что присланный препарат является не вакциной, а «эксперимен- 
тальным вирусным материалом». Увы: это заявление выглядит весьма и весьма сомнительным. 
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Как сообщает «Радио Прага», исследования в лаборатории Biotest проводились по согла- 
сованию с чешскими властями. Естественно, в государственные инстанции подавалась 
информация о проводимых исследованиях. И «Радио Прага», и главный санитарный врач 
Чехии недвусмысленно говорят, что животным вводилась именно вакцина. Отсюда можно 
сделать вывод: даже если это и был «экспериментальный вирусный материал», то в Чехию 
он ввозился под видом вакцины, то есть подлог налино. 


Во-вторых, в такой ситуации трудно объяснить реакцию работников лабораторий. Смерть 
животных явно была для них полной неожиданностью, то есть «экспериментальный вирусный 
материал» не должен был вызывать настолько тяжелого ухудшения их здоровья. Даже если 
предположить, что хомячков заражали относительно безопасным для них «человеческим» 
штаммом H3N2, все равно должны были соблюдаться меры предосторожности: именно этот 
штамм сейчас «гуляет» по Европе, вызывая сезонную вспышку гриппа. В сложившейся 
ситуации очевидно: предполагалось, что «экспериментальный вирусный препарат» абсолютно 
безопасен для людей и несмертелен для животных. Напомню, что классические «живые» 
вакцины содержат возбудителей, ослабленных до такой степени, что не могут передаваться 
от привитого к непривитым. 


Наконец, возникает закономерный вопрос: а какие именно эксперименты пришлось 
проводить одновременно в лабораториях подрядчиков нескольких стран мира? Напомню: в 
прошлом году фирма «Бакстер» начала испытывать вакцину от птичьего гриппа. Ею были 
привиты студенты в Каунасе и добровольцы в Австрии и Индонезии, результаты позитивные. 
Самое время начать процесс регистрации вакцины в тех странах, где запланированы продажи. 
Кстати, чешский Biotest как раз специализируется Ha доклинических испытаниях и исследо- 
ваниях. Кроме того, в Чехии не сомневаются, что и в других странах также происходили 
испытания вакцины. 


Ответ на этот вопрос могли бы дать представители Всемирной организации здравоохранения 
(ВОЗ), которые находятся в тесном контакте с «Баксером» по этой проблеме. К сожалению, 
за две недели нарастающего скандала самая авторитетная медицинская организация не сочла 
нужным опубликовать хоть какой-то комментарий по данному вопросу. Из уст ВОЗовских 
экспертов звучит невнятное бормотание о том, что расследование этого вопроса может создать 
угрозу интересам компании «Бакстер». И это при том, что смертельно опасный штамм 
вируса был передан американской компании из архива ВОЗ, и, по заявлению фирмы, этой 
организации была передана полная информация о данном инциденте. 


Нет никаких сомнений, что коммерческие интересы американской фармацевтической 
компании для Всемирной организации здравоохранения гораздо важнее, чем жизнь и здоровье 
сотрудников лабораторий, не предупрежденных об опасности, работников почты, обрабаты- 
вающих немаркированные посылки со смертельно опасным возбудителем, и даже чем угроза 
пандемии, способной в считанные дни уничтожить человечество. 


Также представители «Бакстер» настаивают, что смешение двух штаммов произошло 
случайно, как разовое трагическое стечение обстоятельств. Опрошенные мною эксперты 
разошлись во мнениях. Одни утверждают, что в вирусологии возможны и не такие случайные 
события, и придерживаются мнения, что произошедшее — действительно случайность. Другие 
говорят, что возможность заражения биопрепарата особо опасным возбудителем исключается 
в принципе, еще на этапе проектирования лаборатории и планирования процессов. Они в 
принципе допускают загрязнение «человеческим» вирусом, например, от больного сотрудника. 
Но неумышленное загрязнение высокопатогенным штаммом, находящимся в пробирке под 
строгим контролем, они исключают полностью. 

По словам представителей фирмы, загрязнение произошло при отгрузке. К сожалению, 
такое заявление не вызывает доверия. Да, я могу представить, что грузчики Мухосранского 
мясокомбината перепутали этикетки и запачкали сосиски грязными сапогами. Но австрийская 
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лаборатория, где якобы произошло TO событие, сертифицирована по самому высокому уроню 
безопасности BSL3. И чем выше этот уровень, тем меньше шансов остается версии о 
«случайности», тем больше возникает подозрений в преднамеренности таких действий. 


Скандал, который за два последних дня вызвал падение акций компании Baxter Intnational на 
8%, продолжается. Немецкая пресса анонсировало расследование по вопросам биологической 
безопасности при проведении лабораторных исследований, итоги которого будут опубликованы 
в понедельник, 9 марта. Кроме того, по всей видимости, нас ждут новые шокирующие 
обстоятельства. Напомню: первоначально сообщалось о том, что «экспериментальные 
вирусные материалы» отправлялись в лаборатории трех стран: Чехии, Австрии и Словении. 
Позже к им добавилась Германия. Канадская пресса заявляет, что образцы отправлялись в 
лаборатории 18 государств, список которых пока неизвестен. Это полностью соответствует 
версии о том, что проводились доклинические испытания вакцины для ее последующей 
регистрации в различны странах. Так, Компания «Бакстер» анонсировала свои намерения 
зарегистрировать вакцину от птичьего гриппа в Российской Федерации. Если в числе этих 18 
стран есть и российские лаборатории, это может объяснить ту «молчанку», которую объявили 
данной теме российские СМИ. Один только телеканал «Вести» уделил скандалу несколько 
десятков секунд в сводке новостей. 
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THE TIMES OF INDIA 


Virus mix-up by lab could have resulted in pandemic 


The Times of India, 6 March 2009 


It's emerged that virulent HSN1 bird flu was sent out by accident from an Austrian lab last year 
and given to ferrets in the Czech Republic before anyone realised. As well as the risk of it escaping 
into the wild, the HSN1 got mixed with a human strain, which might have spawned a hybrid that 
could unleash a pandemic. 


Last December, the Austrian branch of US vaccine company Baxter sent a batch of ordinary 
human H3N2 flu, altered so it couldn't replicate, to Avir Green Hills Biotechnology, also in Austria. 
In February, a lab in the Czech Republic working for Avir alerted Baxter that, unexpectedly, ferrets 
inoculated with the sample had died. It turned out the sample contained live HSN1, which Baxter 
uses to make vaccine. The two seem to have been mixed in error. 


Markus Reinhard of Baxter says no one was infected because the H3N2 was handled at a high 
level of containment. But Ab Osterhaus of Erasmus University in the Netherlands says: "We need 
to go to great lengths to make sure this kind of thing doesn't happen" 


Accidental release of a mixture of live HSN1 and H3N2 viruses could have resulted in dire 
consequences. While HSN1 doesn't easily infect people, H3N2 viruses do. If someone exposed to а 
mixture of the two had been simultaneously infected with both strains, he or she could have served 
as an incubator for a hybrid virus able to transmit easily to and among people. 


Tools and Resources for Re-imagining Our 
Maptruzin of Relationships with Each Other and the Earth 


Home Free GIS Free Shapefiles Free Maps Toxic Risk Google Earth Learn GIS Climate Change About 


Virus mix-up by lab could have resulted in pandemic swine flu 


MapCruzin, 27 April 2009 
Source: Times of India, 6 March 2009 
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SWINE FLU 


Swine Flu Epidemic/ H1N1 Vaccine Deaths and Injuries 


Swine Flu, 6 March 2009 


Now in April we are hearing of dozens of cases of people in Mexico, dying of ‘swine flu’. I think 
the Baxter accident and the swine flu are related. 


It’s emerged that virulent H5N1 bird flu was sent out by accident from an Austrian lab last year 
and given to ferrets in the Czech Republic before anyone realised. As well as the risk of it escaping 
into the wild, Ше H5N1 got mixed with a human strain, which might have spawned a hybrid that 
could unleash a pandemic. 


Last December, the Austrian branch of US vaccine company Baxter sent a batch of ordinary 
human H3N2 flu, altered so it couldn't replicate, to Avir Green Hills Biotechnology, also in Austria. 
In February, a lab in the Czech Republic working for Avir alerted Baxter that, unexpectedly, ferrets 
inoculated with the sample had died. It turned out the sample contained live H5N1, which Baxter 
uses to make vaccine. The two seem to have been mixed in error. 


Markus Reinhard of Baxter says no one was infected because the H3N2 was handled at a high 
level of containment. But Ab Osterhaus of Erasmus University in the Netherlands says: “We need 
to go to great lengths to make sure this kind of thing doesn’t happen.” 


Accidental release of a mixture of live H5N1 and H3N2 viruses could have resulted in dire 
consequences. While H5N1 doesn’t easily infect people, H3N2 viruses do. If someone exposed to a 
mixture of the two had been simultaneously infected with both strains, he or she could have served 
as an incubator for a hybrid virus able to transmit easily to and among people. 


Source: The Times of India, 6th March 2009. 
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The Right Perspective 


Bird Flu Accidentally Sent As Vaccine 


The Right Perspective, March 6, 2009 


Officials at the World Health Organization and and the European Centre for Disease Control 
have launched an investigation into how live Avian Bird Flu virus (both H5N1 and H3N2) was 
accidentally shipped to 18 countries as Bird Flu vaccine. 


Deerfield, Illinois-based pharmaceutical company Baxter International Inc. accidentally sent an 
"experimental virus material," which mixed H3N2 seasonal flu viruses and unlabelled Н5М1 viruses, 
to an Austrian research firm, Avir Green Hills Biotechnology in late December. That company then 
shipped portions of the mixture to sub-contractors in the Czech Republic, Slovenia and Germany. 


Subcontractors in the Czech Republic caught the error in early February when testing the shipment 
on ferrets. The animals died from the inoculation, indicating a live Bird Flu virus. 


Officials say the 37 people who were exposed to the virus have so far not shown any signs of 
infection. However, an Austrian news article from February 11 reports a Vienna hospital treated 19 
outpatients on February 9 because of exposure to “bird flu virus.” The article said no one was sick, there 
was no evidence of infection, and the females were prophylaxed with antivirals (presumably Tamiflu). 


People infected with a mixture of H5N1 and H3N2 viruses could become incubators for a hybrid 
virus able to transmit easily to and among people. 


Baxter International Inc. follows a BSL3 (Biosafety Level 3) protocol which prevents the cross- 
contamination of materials. “It was a combination of just the process itself, (and) technical and human 
error in this procedure,” said Christopher Bona, Baxter’s director of global bioscience communications. 


Bona would not give any more information due to “trade secrets”. 


The mishap comes at an unfortunate time for Baxter International Inc., which was just about to 
secure a European-wide license for the Avian Bird Flu vaccine. 


The One Click Group 


Live Bird Flu Virus Shipped To 18 Countries As Vaccine 


The One Click Group, 6 March 2009 
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infocorn © 


Сергій Дібров 
Америка заметает следы! 


Infocorn, 9 марта 2009; 


Новости из-под электронного микроскопа. 


На международной конференции вирусов гриппа было принято решение об окончательной 
элиминации человечества на Европейском континенте. «Мы признательны американской 
компании «Бакстер Интернешнл» за неоценимый вклад в развитие межвидового сотрудниче- 
ства. Только объединившись, мы сможем решить все проблемы с людьми», — заявил Авиан 
Флю, представитель штамма Н5МІ, австрийский специалист по хорькам и хомячкам. 


Суетливые телодвижения вокруг скандала с американской компанией «Бакстер Интернешнл» 
(Baxter International, Inc, NYSE:BAX), о котором я писал в своей предыдущей статье, равно 
как и очевидные попытки замять ситуацию, приводят к противоположным результатам. Все 
больше специалистов пытаются выяснить, что же на самом деле происходило в австрийской 
лаборатории этой компании, все больше журналистов обращаются к этой теме. 


Скандал вокруг рассылки по почте потенциальных компонентов биологического оружия, 
широко освещается в немецких и чешских СМИ, лаборатории которых получали смертоносные 
бандерольки с возбудителями птичьего гриппа. Очень серьезное внимание уделяет этой теме 
канадская пресса. В то же время в СМИ самых демократических стран мира, в частности, 
Соединенных Штатов и Российской Федерации, по-прежнему царит гробовая тишина: здесь 
можно найти разве что единичные публикации на эту тему. Также мертвое молчание по поводу 
данного инцидента продолжает хранить и Всемирная организация здравоохранения (ВОЗ). 
Отдельные выступления её представителей лишь дублируют официальные заявления предста- 
вителей «Бакстер» и напускают всё больше тумана в эту, и без того двусмысленную, ситуацию. 


Восемь лет назад рассылка по почте конвертов с «белым порошком» (который на поверку 
оказывался тальком или гипсом) привела к военному вторжению в Афганистан. Одно только 
подозрение о том, что Садам Хуссейн разрабатывает биологическое оружие, стало поводом 
для войны в Ираке. Зато недавно выявленная рассылка по почте немаркированных бандеро- 
лей со смертельно опасным вирусом американской компанией в другие страны, то есть — 
бесспорное подтверждение как минимум факта проведения экспериментов с нарушением 
правил и норм безопасности, не рассматривается как повод для каких-либо санкций и вообще 
не считается событием, достойным внимания. Особую пикантность ситуации придает 
очевидная «зачистка» информационного пространства: в англоязычном сегменте Интернета 
наиболее острые публикации исчезают буквально на глазах, и от них остаются лишь «пустые» 
ссылки в других сообщениях и в поисковых системах. 


Заявления официальных представителей Baxter International напоминают фразу из рекламы 
о том, что «иногда лучше жевать, чем говорить». Так, они настаивают, что заражение рассы- 
лаемого вещества опасным вирусом произошло вследствие ошибки, а в целом австрийская 
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лаборатория этой компании соответствует высочайшим критериям безопасности BSL-3. 
Если внимательно изучить эти критерии, можно придти к неутешительным выводам: в 
данной лаборатории, по всей видимости, осуществлялись незаконные эксперименты со 
смертоносными штаммами, которые проводились в «нейтральной», то есть безопасной, зоне, 
видимо, чтобы не привлекать излишнего внимания австрийских властей. Какие это были 
эксперименты, нам сейчас остается только догадываться. А тот факт, что во главе совета 
директоров фармацевтической кампании Baxter International стоит бывший первый заместитель 
командующего Корпуса морской пехоты США, четырехзвездный генерал Уолтер Бумер 
(Walter E. Boomer), дает широкий простор для фантазии. 


Еще одна «линия защиты» компании Baxter International заключается в упорном и много- 
кратном отрицании того, что разосланные образцы являются вакциной. Компания называет 
их «экспериментальным вирусным материалом» на основе «человеческого» штамма H3N2. 
Однако, как сообщило недавно авторитетное издание Bloomberg News со ссылкой Ha пред- 
ставителей австрийских властей, в чешской лаборатории присланный материала в начале 
месяца была использован для приготовления вакцины, которую и вводили подопытным 
животным. Маловероятно, чтобы это производилось самовольно, без прямого на то указания 
заказчика — фирмы «Бакстер». Что характерно, американское ведомство СОС, которое не 
только следит за соблюдением требований безопасности в американских компаниях, но и 
регулярно рассылает фармацевтическим кампаниям образцы вирусов гриппа для производства 
вакцин, не видит повода для беспокойства, не проводит расследований и консультаций по 
данному инциденту. 


По информации ВОЗ, на данный момент разработку вакцин против птичьего гриппа ведут 
более двадцати фармацевтических компаний. Это значит, что более двадцати компаний в 
сотнях лабораторий по всему миру проводят эксперименты с опаснейшими живыми возбуди- 
телями. Как показали события в Австрии, ни высочайший авторитет разработчиков, ни соблю- 
дение самых строгих требований безопасности, ни жесткий контроль со стороны государст- 
венных органов не гарантируют, что смертоносный вирус не выйдет за пределы лаборатории. 


Во многих публикациях события, произошедшие месяц назад в Европе, сравнивают со 
сценарием американского блокбастера. И в лучших традициях Голливуда, как только была 
обнаружена утечка, прошла спецоперация «зачистка». Как рассказал в телефонном интервью 
Bloomberg News официальный представитель «Бакстера» Кристофер Бона (Christopher Bona), 
сотрудники этой компании очень быстро уничтожили все разосланные образцы во всех 
странах, провели двукратную дезинфекцию лабораторий. Все сотрудники, контактировавшие с 
подозрительным веществом, были немедленно изолированы, помещены в карантин и пролечены 
мощнейшим антивирусным препаратом. Это, конечно, замечательно, но по правилам ВОЗ в 
таких случаях обязательно должны отбираться образцы материалов для обеспечения возмож- 
ности дальнейшего расследования. В нынешней ситуации, когда правду установить уже 
невозможно, нам остается только верить скудным официальным заявлениям. Или — строить 
собственные предположения. 


На сегодняшний день я знаю две фармацевтические компании, которые занимались разра- 
боткой вакцины против птичьего гриппа по договоренности с ВОЗ. Одна из них — американская, 
Baxter International Inc. Вторая — Serum Institute of India, Ltd. Как сейчас стало известно, 
работы в этом направлении были начаты в Индии еще в 2006 году. Два месяца назад было 
объявлено об успешном завершении исследований и начале клинических испытаний индий- 
ской вакцины. 


Serum Institute — это та самая индийская фирма, которая изготовила печально известную 
вакцину против кори и краснухи, более известную как «КаКа». После того, как весной прош- 
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лого года была предпринята попытка провести незаконную и необоснованную кампанию, в 
ходе которой предполагалось ввести незарегистрированный препарат восьми миллионам 
молодых украинцев, осталось множество неясностей и вопросов, ответов на которые нет и по 
сей день. Например, до сих пор неизвестно, что находится в прилагаемом к вакцине раство- 
рителе. Это странное вещество, заявленное как «вода для инъекций», при ввозе в Украину не 
проверялось. При этом оно вызывает странное изменение цвета раствора, а температурный 
режим хранения его в точности соответствует режиму хранения вакцины против гриппа. Что 
характерно, инструкция к вакцине гласит, что прилагаемая к вакцине «вода для инъекций» 
якобы «специально разработана» для этой вакцины. Изготовитель категорически запрещает 
применение любого другого растворителя, а также обычной воды для инъекций, равно как и 
использование прилагаемого к препарату растворителя в любых других целях. 


Напомню, что та внеплановая вакцинация планировалась и проводилась с полным игнори- 
рованием украинского законодательства и медицинских соображений, под жестким прессин- 
гом ВОЗ, который можно было наблюдать до самого недавнего времени. Также стоит вспом- 
нить, что после приостановки этой весьма сомнительной акции все усилия украинского 
Минздрава и представителей международных организаций были направлены на обеспечение 
неприкосновенности «застрявшей» в Украине вакцины с растворителем и недопущения 
независимого исследования их содержимого. 


Надеюсь, ответы хотя бы на некоторые вопросы, касающиеся «KaKm», мы сможем получить 
в ходе судебного разбирательства по иску Александра Славского, которое начнется 12 марта 
2009 года в 11 часов 40 минут в Окружном административном суде г. Киева. 


Многие задаются вопросом: не была ли Украина в списке тех 18 стран, куда были направ- 
лены «загрязненные образцы»? Не поступали ли в последние месяцы в украинские лаборато- 
рии биоматериалы от американской компании Baxter International? 


Печальная судьба польских бездомных, которых за гроши привлекали к незаконным испы- 
таниям вакцины против птичьего гриппа, заставляет задуматься и о судьбе наших сограждан. 
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LifeGen.de 


H5N1 out of control: Labs under bioterrorist and pandemic threat 


LifeGen.de, 10 March 2009 


The book is scheduled for April 2009, but the Baxter-Contamination-Case in Europe may justify 
how necessary the reading really will be. “Detection of Highly Dangerous Pathogens: Microarray 
Methods for BSL 3 and BSL 4 Agents” (WILEY, ISBN: 978-3-527-32275-6) is written by leading 
experts in the field as part of an interdisciplinary pan-European research program funded by the EU. 
According to Wiley, “this book provides a unique and comprehensive overview of how microarray 
technology can be used in safely tracking the most highly dangerous pathogens”, and: “A must- 
have for public health agencies focused on bioterrorism as well as all laboratories working with 
BSL3 and/or BSL 4 agents”. 


The publishing house is right, as a U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO) preliminary 
Report revealed already in 2007: “No single federal agency, according to 12 agencies’ responses to 
our survey, has the mission to track the overall number of BSL-3 and BSL-4 labs in the United 
States”. Another Report to the Chairman, Committee on Homeland Security, House of 
Representatives, issued on February 26th this year resumes the worst case: “Although certain 
performance measures have been established in the National Pandemic Implementation Plan to 
prepare for an influenza pandemic, these measures are not always linked to results”. The Baxter 
H5NI Contamination in Europe was not the first global viral accident in BSL labs, as governmental 
documents from 2007 reveal. by Vlad Georgescu 


Highly pathogenic virus-samples are sen t around the globe by many pharmaceutical and biotech 
companies. They work with lethal viruses, and many of these labs have subcontractors which can't 
secure the deadly stuff in an appropriate way. And, worst of all, security lacks could initiate a new 
bioterrorist threat coming from inside western countries — not because of Baxter, but because it 
became evident that samples can be out of routine control even if belonging to pharmaceutical 
giants working very professional - usually. 


But as our coverage of the Baxter-Contamination Story in Europe on February 26th 2009 
revealed, there are massive security lacks among the routines, even if Baxter is denying that fact. 
Jutta Brenn-Vogt, Manager Communications at Baxter Deutschland GmbH explained LifeGen.de 
what happened with H5N1: "Causes were a unique combination of process, technical and human 
errors". US and European officials should be worried about another statement made by Baxter in 
Germany: “As this material was not produced for human use, testing for potential contamination is 
not routinely carried out”. 


This may lead to the question why one of the biggest pharmaceutical companies doesn’t consider 
routine testing for all samples as a crucial security measure — and how samples declared as for non- 
human use are controlled at all.Financial investors did understand the risk of such details. Shares of 
the big pharmaceutical company in Deerfield, IL, lost more than 8 percent in only two days after 
LifeGen.de started to report about the HSN1 Contamination in Europe. Before, PROMED and 
Bloomberg mentioned the story, but obviously with far less response on a global scale, as a look at 
the charts from February 26th at Google Finance reveals. 

No wonder Baxter's Chief of Communications in the US, Christopher Bona, supported our idea 
for an exclusive interview, and so we got the information explaining what happened in Europe. 
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But after the Baxter HSN1 disaster in Europe (read our exclusive Interview [see: Baxter H5NI 
Contamination — 3 march 2009]) there was another alarming news arising on the horizon. New 
research from the CDC, reported in JAMA, found that one strain of the influenza is becoming 
increasingly resistant to the frequently prescribed medicine oseltamivir. During the 2007-2008 flu 
season, the CDC found that 12.6% of the influenza А НІМІ viruses tested were resistant to 
oseltamivir. During the current season, approximately 98.5%, of influenza A (HINI) viruses tested 
(to date) were resistant to oseltamivir. Such statistics are considered important as pandemic avian 
influenza could be on its way to conquer the world - and a mixture between avian and human strains 
would result in the long expected virological disaster. Under such circumstances, every 
uncontrolled sample reaching unknown laboratory places could be the igniting factor. Cross 
contaminations between different influenza strain seem to be possible, even if carried out by error. 
Or by bioterrorist attack. 


USA: Deadly viruses out of control 


U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO) chief technologist Keith Rhodes from the Center 
for Technology and Engineering, Applied Research and Methods, GAO noted in late 2007 in his 
written testimony before the U.S. House of Representatives Subcommittee on Oversight and 
Investigations, Committee on Energy and Commerce that high-containment biosafety laboratories, 
specifically biosafety levels 3 and 4 (BSL-3 and BSL-4), have been “proliferating” since the 
September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks. The report is alarming, as the following excerpt demonstrates: 


“A major proliferation of high-containment BSL-3 and BSL-4 labs is taking place in the United 
States, according to the literature, federal agency officials, and experts. The expansion is taking 
place across many sectors--federal, academic, state, and private--and all over the United States. 
Concerning BSL-4 labs, which handle the most dangerous agents, the number of these labs has 
increased from 5--before the terrorist attacks of 2001--to 15, including at least 1 in planning stage. 
Information on expansion is available about high-containment labs that are registered with the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the U.S. Department of Agriculture's (USDA) 
Select Agent Program, and that are federally funded. However, much less is known about the expansion 
of labs outside the Select Agent Program, as well as the nonfederally funded labs, including location, 
activities, and ownership. No single federal agency, according to 12 agencies' responses to our 
survey, has the mission to track the overall number of BSL-3 and BSL-4 labs in the United States”. 


BSL-3 and BSL-4 mostly contain very hazardous biological agents, potentially to be used as 
bioweapons, as bacteria, viruses, fungi, and other microorganisms. The labs also can contain 
infectious substance which have been bioengineered or synthesized from special component of 
microorganism. For example, BSL-4 laboratories are working with small pox viruses (Variola 
major) or the plague virus (Yersinia pestis). 


Labs as unknown puzzle 


What Rhodes is describing exceeds the worst imagination: “Though several agencies have a need to 
know, no one agency knows the number and location of these labs in the United States. Consequently, 
no agency is responsible for determining the risks associated with the proliferation of these labs” 


Rhodes and his team identified “six lessons from three recent incidents: failure to report to CDC 
exposures to select agents by Texas A&M; University (TAMU); power outage at the CDC's new 
BSL-4 lab in Atlanta, Georgia; and release of foot-and-mouth disease virus at Pirbright in the 
United Kingdom”. The Baxter case in Europe this year seems to be only one part of the big, 
unknown virological puzzle. 

According to Rhodes such “lessons highlight the importance of identifying and overcoming 
barriers to reporting in order to enhance biosafety through shared learning from mistakes and to 
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assure the public that accidents are examined and contained; training lab staff in general biosafety, 
as well as in specific agents being used in the labs to ensure maximum protection”. 


Rhodes suggested in 2007 to develop “mechanisms for informing medical providers about all the 
agents that lab staff work with to ensure quick diagnosis and effective treatment”. However, before 
1990, all BSL-4 labs were federal labs, as the report explains, either at USAMRIID or at the CDC. 
These were the good times. Today many of the BSL-4 labs are at universities and in the private 
sector. 143 BSL3 labs belong to the private sector, 487 are academic and 458 are said to be federal 
owned. The huge number is alarming, because even military labs could be under terrorist threat, as 
the anthrax mailings from 2001 show. 


The 2001 anthrax attacks known as Amerithrax from its Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 
case name, started on September 18, 2001. Media offices and two Democratic U.S. 
Senators,received letters containing anthrax spores, five people died, 17 were infected. Last year the 
FBI narrowed its focus to Bruce Edwards Ivins, a scientist who worked at Ше government's 
biodefense labs at Fort Detrick in Frederick, Maryland. But Ivins, who had had been told about the 
impending prosecution, died from an overdose of "Tylenol with Codeine," which was reported as a 
suicide on August 1, 2008. On August 6, 2008, federal prosecutors declared Ivins to be the sole 
culprit of the crime. The British magazine New Scientist published last week an article explaining 
from a microbiological point of view why Ivins may not be the sole culprit — security lacks and 
information gaps in one of Americas best protected biodefense labs seem to be part of this puzzle. 


Not fully prepared for the worst case 


Finally, the Baxter H5N1 Contamination Case in Europe sheds light on all these aspects. 
Unknown labs, unknown research, unknown attacks and accidents happen since years, and 
compared with the past baxter was only one more statistic among the unknown data. But why 
should we worried? A new GAO report titled “Influenza Pandemic: Sustaining Focus on the 
Nation's Planning and Preparedness Efforts” and released on February 26th this year explains what 
the real problem — not only for the US — may be: “Although certain performance measures have 
been established in the National Pandemic Implementation Plan to prepare for an influenza 
pandemic, these measures are not always linked to results”, and: “Nevertheless, an influenza 
pandemic remains a real threat to our nation and the world”. Even if the expected influenza 
pandemic did not start yet, there is no doubt about the comeback of the lethal virus: The first 
Pandemic Influenza occurred in three waves in the United States - exactly 90 years ago, between 
1918 and 1919. 
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Barbados Free Press 


Seasonal Flu Samples Shipped to Vaccine Manufacturer 
were Contaminated with Live Avian Flu Virus (Bird Flu Virus). 
Baxter: Product contained live bird flu virus. 


Barbados Free Press, 11 March 2009 


By Helen Branswell, THE CANADIAN PRESS 


The company that released contaminated flu virus material from a plant in Austria confirmed 
Friday that the experimental product contained live H5N1 avian flu viruses. 


And an official of the World Health Organization’s European operation said the body is closely 
monitoring the investigation into the events that took place at Baxter International’s research 
facility in Orth-Donau, Austria. 


“At this juncture we are confident in saying that public health and occupational risk is minimal at 
present,” medical officer Roberta Andraghetti said from Copenhagen, Denmark. 


“But what remains unanswered are the circumstances surrounding the incident in the Baxter 
facility in Orth-Donau.” 


The contaminated product, a mix of H3N2 seasonal flu viruses and unlabelled H5N1 viruses, 
was supplied to an Austrian research company. The Austrian firm, Avir Green Hills Biotechnology, 
then sent portions of it to sub-contractors in the Czech Republic, Slovenia and Germany. 


The contamination incident, which is being investigated by the four European countries, came to 
light when the subcontractor in the Czech Republic inoculated ferrets with the product and they died. 
Ferrets shouldn’t die from exposure to human H3N2 flu viruses... 


... read the full article at the Sun Newspaper (Link Here) => 


[https://web.archive.org/web/20090302095805/http://www.torontosun.com/news/canada/2009/02/2 
7/8560781.html] 
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7 FIERCE 


4 Biotech 


Calisha Myers 
Baxter: Vax products contained bird flu virus 


Fierce Pharma, 11 Mar 2009; 


Deerfield, IL-based Baxter International has confirmed that vaccine shipments sent to subcontractors 
in Czech Republic, Slovenia and Germany were contaminated with live H5N1 avian flu viruses. 
The contaminated product, which Baxter calls "experimental virus material," was a mix of H3N2 
seasonal flu viruses and H5N1 viruses produced at the company's research facility in Orth-Donau. 
The problem was discovered when ferrets inoculated with the experimental mix died. Baxter was 
notified on February 6, but has kept quiet about the details surrounding the mix-up, the Canadian 
Press reports. 
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A JUSTGET THERE. US THE JOURNEY TO FREEDOM STARTS IN THE MIND 


Alex Jones on Coast to Coast AM 
Baxter's Flu Vaccine Contaminated with A vian Flu Virus Could Have Started Pandemic 


JustGetThere.us, 11 March 2009 


https://web.archive.org/web/201 10414081 149/http://www.justgetthere.us/blog/archives/Alex-Jones-on-Coast-to-Coast- 
AM-Baxters-Flu-Vaccine-Contaminated-With-A vian-Flu- Virus-Could-Have-Started-Pandemic.html 


Czech newspapers are questioning if the shocking discovery of vaccines contaminated with the 
deadly avian flu virus which were distributed to 18 countries by the American company Baxter 
were part of a conspiracy to provoke a pandemic. 


The claim holds weight because, according to the very laboratory protocols that are routine for 
vaccine makers, mixing a live virus biological weapon with vaccine material by accident is virtually 
impossible. 


The company that released contaminated flu virus material from a plant in Austria confirmed Friday 
that the experimental product contained live H5NI avian flu viruses, reports the Canadian Press. 


Baxter flu vaccines contaminated with H5N1 - otherwise known as the human form of avian flu, 


one of the most deadly biological weapons on earth with a 6096 kill rate - were received by labs in 
the Czech Republic, Germany, and Slovenia. 
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Aiming lowards better Health 


Baxter Caught Shipping Vaccines with Live Avian Flu Virus 
to 18 Countries Worldwide 


Prevent Disease, 11 March 2009 
https://web.archive.org/web/20090329061003/http://preventdisease.com/news/09/031109_baxter.shtml 


Czech newspapers are questioning if the shocking discovery of vaccines contaminated with the 
deadly avian flu virus which were distributed to 18 countries by the American company Baxter 
were part of a conspiracy to provoke a pandemic. 


The claim holds weight because, according to the very laboratory protocols that are routine for 
vaccine makers, mixing a live virus biological weapon with vaccine material by accident is virtuall y 
impossible. 


“The company that released contaminated flu virus material from a plant in Austria confirmed Friday 
that the experimental product contained live Н5М1 avian flu viruses,” reports the Canadian Press. 


Baxter flu vaccines contaminated with H5N1 - otherwise known as the human form of avian flu, 
one of the most deadly biological weapons on earth with a 60% kill rate - were received by labs in 
the Czech Republic, Germany, and Slovenia. 


Initially, Baxter attempted to stonewall questions by invoking “trade secrets” and refused to reveal 
how the vaccines were contaminated with HSN1. After increased pressure they then claimed that pure 
H5NI batches were sent by accident. This was seemingly an attempt to quickly change the story and 
hide the fact that the accidental contamination of a vaccine with a deadly biological agent like avian 
flu is virtually impossible and the only way it could have happened was by wilful gross criminal 
negligence. 


“Was this just a criminal negligence or it was an attempt to provoke pandemia using vaccination 
against flu to spread the disease - as happened with the anti-B hepatitis vaccination with vaccines 
containing the HIV virus in US? - and then cash for the vaccines against HSN1 which Baxter develops? 
How could on Earth a virus as HSN1 come to the ordinary flu vaccines? Don’t they follow even 
basic precautions in the american pharma companies?” states the translation. 


The fact that Baxter mixed the deadly H5N1 virus with a mix of H3N2 seasonal flu viruses is the 
smoking gun. The H5N1 virus on its own has killed hundreds of people, but it is less airborne and 
more restricted in the ease with which it can spread. However, when combined with seasonal flu 
viruses, which as everyone knows are super-airborne and easily spread, the effect is a potent, super- 
airbone, super deadly biological weapon. 


As the Canadian Press article explains, “While HSN1 doesn’t easily infect people, H3N2 viruses 
do. If someone exposed to a mixture of the two had been simultaneously infected with both strains, 
he or she could have served as an incubator for a hybrid virus able to transmit easily to and among 
people.” 
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There can be little doubt therefore that this was a deliberate attempt to weaponize Ше H5N1 virus 
to its most potent extreme and distribute it via conventional flu vaccines to the population who would 
then infect others to a devastating degree as the disease went airborne. 


The Canadian Press article states, “That mixing process, called reassortment, is one of two ways 
pandemic viruses are created,” but then claims that there is no evidence that this is what Baxter were 
doing, despite there being no clear explanation as to why Baxter has samples of the live avian flu 
virus оп its premises in the first place. 


However, to reiterate, the key aspect of this story is that it is virtually impossible for live avian 
flu virus to find its way into a vaccine by “accident”. 


As health expert Mike Adams points out, “The shocking answer is that this couldn’t have been 
an accident. Why? Because Baxter International adheres to something called BSL3 (Biosafety Level 3) 
- а set of laboratory safety protocols that prevent the cross-contamination of materials.” 


“Laboratory personnel have specific training in handling pathogenic and potentially lethal agents, 
and are supervised by competent scientists who are experienced in working with these agents. This 
is considered a neutral or warm zone. All procedures involving the manipulation of infectious 
materials are conducted within biological safety cabinets or other physical containment devices, or 
by personnel wearing appropriate personal protective clothing and equipment. The laboratory has 
special engineering and design features.” 


Under the BSL3 code of conduct, it is impossible for live avian flu viruses to contaminate production 
vaccine materials that are shipped out to vendors around the world. 


This leaves only two possibilities that explain these events: 


Possibility #1: Baxter isn’t following BSL3 safety guidelines or is so sloppy in following them that 
it can make monumental mistakes that threaten the safety of the entire human race. And if that’s the 
case, then why are we injecting our children with vaccines made from Baxter’s materials? 


Possibility #2: A rogue employee (or an evil plot from the top management) is present at Baxter, 
whereby live avian flu viruses were intentionally placed into the vaccine materials in the hope that 
such materials might be injected into humans and set off a global bird flu pandemic. 


Experimentation of human beings is becoming the norm throughout the world by Pharmaceuticals 
companies who hold profits over safety. A recent report in the Telegraph covered the trials in Poland 
which killed 21 people. The medical staff, from the northern town of Grudziadz, are being investigated 
over medical trials on as many as 350 homeless and poor people last year, which prosecutors say 
involved an untried vaccine to the highly-contagious virus. 


Authorities claim that the alleged victims received £1-2 to be tested with what they thought was 
a conventional flu vaccine but, according to investigators, was actually an anti bird-flu drug. 


The director of a Grudziadz homeless centre, Mieczyslaw Waclawski, told a Polish newspaper 
that last year, 21 people from his centre died, a figure well above the average of about eight. 


Spreading bird flu would create an instantaneous surge of demand for bird flu vaccines. The profits 
that vaccine companies such as Baxter International could reap out of such a panic are astronomical. 
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In addition, as we have previously reported, those that have a stake in the Tamiflu vaccine include 
top globalists and Bllderberg members like George Shultz, Lodewijk J.R. de Vink and former 
Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld. 


Authorities in both Europe and the U.S. have openly detailed plans for martial law, quarantine 
and internment should a bird flu pandemic occur. 


The other motivation, as we have exhaustively documented on this website for years, 15 the fact 
that elites throughout history have openly stated that they want to see a world population reduction 
of around 80 per cent. Shocking stories like this take the plausibility of that narrative out of the realms 
of conspiracy theory and into the dangerous reality of conspiracy fact. 


“Baxter 15 acting a whole lot like a biological terrorism organization these days, sending deadly 
viral samples around the world. If you mail an envelope full of anthrax to your Senator, you get 
arrested as a terrorist. So why is Baxter — which mailed samples of a far more deadly viral strain to 
labs around the world — getting away with saying, essentially, “Oops?”, Adams concludes. 


This is not the first time that vaccine companies have been caught distributing vaccines contaminated 
with deadly viruses. 


In 2006 it was revealed that Bayer Corporation had discovered that their injection drug, which was 
used by hemophiliacs, was contaminated with the НТУ virus. Internal documents prove that after they 
positively knew that the drug was contaminated, they took it off Ше U.S. market only to dump it on 
the European, Asian and Latin American markets, knowingly exposing thousands, most of them 
children, to the live HIV virus. Government officials in France went to prison for allowing the drug 
to be distributed. The documents show that the FDA colluded with Bayer to cover-up the scandal 
and allowed the deadly drug to be distributed globally. No Bayer executives ever faced arrest or 
prosecution in the United States. 


Р. J. Watson, ‘Accidental’ Contamination of Vaccine with Live Avian Flu Virus Virtually 
Impossible. — Info Wars, 5 March 2009. 
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БЕРЕ 


о Diesel Forum © 


Лаборатория разослала вместо вакцины птичий грипп. По ошибке? 


Diesel Forum, 11 марта 2009 


Одна из австрийских лабораторий, поддерживающая тесное сотрудничество с фармаколо- 
гическим концерном "Бакстер", оказалась в центре крупного международного скандала, рас- 
следованием обстоятельств которого сейчас занимаются правоохранительные органы четырех 
европейских государств, а также Всемирная организация здравоохранения и Европейского 
центра по контролю за массовыми заболеваниями. Об этом сообщили австрийские газеты. 


Как выяснилось, по поручению концерна "Бакстер" лаборатория разослала в исследова- 
тельские центры Германии, Словении и Чехии препараты, содержащие чрезвычайно опасный 
вирус птичьего гриппа Н5М1. В этих центрах предполагалось, в частности, испытать новую 
вакцину против птичьего гриппа, однако препарат оказался отнюдь не лекарственным, а 
совсем наоборот - крайне болезнетворным. Подвох вскрылся в одной из чешских лабораторий, 
которая расположена в городе Конаровице. Там от прививки погибли все подопытные живо- 
тные, а персонал пришлось срочно госпитализировать и сажать на строжайший карантин. 


По данным австрийского Министерства здравоохранения, непосредственной угрозе зара- 
зиться птичьим гриппом оказались подвергнуты в общей сложности порядка 40 медицинских 
работников в Австрии, Германии, Словении и Чехии. Более того, крайне опасный груз был 
разослан по почте в виде обычных бандеролей, а это значит, что персонал почтовых отделе- 
ний тоже рисковал своим здоровьем при обработке и доставке посылок. 
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WDDTY 


WHAT DOCTORS DON'T TELL YOU 


Vaccines infected with deadly avian flu virus 


WDDTY, 12 March 2009 


A large consignment of seasonal flu vaccine, which was due to be circulated to 18 European 
countries, has been infected with deadly live avian flu virus. Had the contamination not been 
detected, the vaccines may have started an avian flu pandemic, killing hundreds of thousands of people. 


The World Health Organization is carrying out investigations at the Austrian research facility of 
Baxter International, the pharmaceutical company, where the contamination happened. Baxter has 
confirmed that the consignment contained live HSN1 virus, which causes avian flu. 


A researcher in the Czech Republic discovered the lethal contamination when laboratory ferrets 
that he had injected with the H3N2 flu vaccine suddenly died. The H5N1 virus becomes lethal as 
an injection only when it is mixed with H3N2, a process known as reassortment. 


The WHO investigation team says it doesn’t have evidence to suggest that Baxter had deliberately 
reassorted the two viruses, but “what remains unanswered are the circumstances surrounding the 
incident in the Baxter facility,” a WHO official said. 


Despite dire warnings from health officials, no avian flu pandemic has occurred as human-to- 
human infection hasn’t happened. So far, several hundred people have died after catching the virus 
from poultry, although governments have warned that millions would die if people could infect 
each other. 


Baxter is currently working on a new type of avian flu vaccine, called Celvapan, which is based 
on cell culture technology. 

The technology, which is being developed at Baxter’s research facility in the Czech Republic, 
by-passes the conventional process where a virus is incubated in chicken eggs. Instead, Baxter is 
working with the “native” virus that does not need to be modified. 


Last year the vaccine passed the first two phases of safety trials, and Baxter announced that 
“Celvapan combines innovative science and breakthrough production technology with the aim of 


protecting people against an HSN1 pandemic flu infection.” 


(Sources: Toronto Sun, February 27, 2009; New England Journal of Medicine, 2008; 358: 2573-84). 
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¡API E 


Helen Branswell 


Se investigan las causas de la contaminación de vacunas de la gripe humana 
con el virus de la gripe aviar en Europa 


Rebelion, 3 March 2009; Fuentes: The Star 
Traducido por Manuel Talens 


Está en marcha una investigación para tratar de descubrir por qué el fabricante de vacunas Baxter 
International Inc. puso a punto «material vírico experimental» a partir de una cepa del virus de la gripe 
humana contaminada con el virus de la gripe aviar HSN1 y luego lo distribuyó a una compañía austríaca. 


Dicha compañía, Avir Green Hills Biotechnology, diseminó luego el supuesto producto vírico 
H3N2 a subcontratistas en la República Checa, Eslovenia y Alemania. Funcionarios de esos cuatro 
países europeos están ahora investigando el incidente, mientras que la Organización Mundial de la 
Salud (OMS) y el Centro Europeo para la Prevención y el Control de las Enfermedades (CEPCE) 
supervisan de cerca dicha investigación. 


Incluso si no parece que ninguna de las 36 o 37 personas expuestas al producto contaminado 
fuese infectada, el incidente ha sido descrito como un «grave error» por parte de Baxter, que está a 
punto de obtener la licencia para desarrollar una vacuna contra el H5N1. Dicha vacuna se fabrica en 
dependencias diferentes en la República Checa. 


«En este caso particular... el caballo no se escapó del establo», dijo en Estocolmo el doctor Angus 
Nicoll, del CEPCE. 


«Pero eso no significa que la OMS, la Comisión Europea y otros organismos no se lo tomen en 
serio como cualquiera lo haría en el caso de accidentes de laboratorio con patógenos peligrosos». 


La distribución accidental de una combinación de los virus H5N1 y H3N2 vivos -si de verdad 
tuvo lugar- podría haber tenido consecuencias funestas. Nicoll dijo que los investigadores todavía 
no están seguros al 100 % de que la combinación contuviese virus H5N1 vivos. Pero dado que los 
hurones expuestos experimentalmente a la combinación murieron, probablemente fuese así. 


El virus H5N1 no infecta а los seres humanos con facilidad, pero los virus H3N2 sí lo hacen. Son 
uno de los dos tipos de virus de la gripe A que cada año suelen infectar a los seres humanos. 


Si una persona expuesta a la combinación hubiese sido infectada simultáneamente con el H5NI y el 
H3N2, podría haber servido como incubadora de un virus híbrido capaz de transmitirse fácilmente 
entre los seres humanos. Este proceso combinatorio, denominado reagrupamiento [1], es una de las 
dos maneras con las que se crean los virus pandémicos. 


Las investigaciones publicadas el verano pasado por científicos en centros usamericanos para el 
control de enfermedades encontraron que, en el laboratorio, los virus Н5М1 у H3N2 se apareaban 
con facilidad. Aunque menos virulentos que el H5N1, varios de los virus resultantes parecían retener 
al menos una parte del poder letal de su peligroso progenitor. 


La compañía Baxter International, cuya sede se encuentra en Deerfield (Illinois), ha admitido 
que la contaminación se debió a un error acaecido en sus dependencias de investigación en Orth- 
Donau (Austria). 
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Dichas dependencias habían sido contratadas por Avir Green Hills para fabricar lo que Baxter 
denomina «material vírico experimental», basado en virus H3N2 humanos. 


Christopher Bona, director de comunicaciones biocientíficas globales en la compañía Baxter, 
declaró que el producto líquido vírico no era una vacuna y fue desarrollado únicamente para hacer 
pruebas. Desvió hacia Avir Green Hills cualquier pregunta sobre el objetivo de las pruebas, pero 
afirmó que el lote vírico se utilizó en animales de laboratorio y no estaba previsto para su uso en 
seres humanos. 


Avir Green Hills comunicó por correo electrónico que recibió el material a finales de diciembre. 
Luego lo envió a los subcontratistas. El mensaje electrónico afirmaba que en todo momento el 
material fue almacenado y manipulado bajo excelentes condiciones de bioseguridad. 


Las alarmas empezaron a sonar a principios de febrero cuando investigadores del subcontratista 
checo inocularon hurones con el material y los animales no tardaron en morir. Baxter supo del 
problema el 6 de febrero, dijo Bona desde Deerfield. 


Los hurones son susceptibles a las cepas de la gripe humana, pero no mueren de tales infecciones. 
Una investigación preliminar encontró que el material estaba contaminado con el virus de la gripe 
H5N1, que es mortal para los hurones. 


Nicoll dijo que la muerte de los hurones respalda la hipótesis de que el material producido por 
Baxter contenía virus H5N1 vivos. 


Bona dijo que Baxter ha dilucidado la manera en que la contaminación tuvo lugar y ha tomado 
las medidas necesarias para asegurarse de que no vuelve a suceder. Añadió que las autoridades 
austriacas auditaron la labor investigativa de Baxter en Orth-Donau cuando surgió el problema y 
están satisfechas de las medidas que se han tomado. 


Baxter es el único fabricante de vacunas de la gripe que trabaja con cepas naturales de dicho 
virus [2], considerado como más peligroso que los virus alterados y atenuados que utilizan otros 
fabricantes. 


La compañía utiliza las denominadas «precauciones de grado BSL3» en todas sus dependencias de 
investigación sobre vacunas, afirmó Bona. Investigadores del Centro Usamericano para el Control 
de las Enfermedades (U.S. CDC) utilizan el grado BSL3 con biocontención cuando trabajan con 
virus H5N1, afirmó un portavoz de la agencia. 


Expertos en reglamentos de bioseguridad están consternados ante los indicios de que en las 
dependencias de investigación de Baxter hayan podido mezclarse virus H3N2 humanos y H5NI 
aviares, algo que bajo ningün concepto debería suceder, han afirmado algunos. 


Por su parte, la compafiía no está colaborando en el esclarecimiento de este caso. 


«Lo sucedido en este procedimiento fue una combinación del proceso en sí mismo (y) de un 
error técnico y humano», afirmó Bona. Cuando le pidieron que diese más detalles respondió que, si 
lo hiciera, revelaría información confidencial sobre el proceso de producción de Baxter. 


Añadió que cuando Baxter se dio cuenta de su error, colaboró con varias compañías en la destrucción 
del material contaminado y en la limpieza de sus dependencias. Y el personal expuesto al producto 
contaminado fue evaluado y supervisado por especialistas en enfermedades infecciosas. Asimismo, 
se les prescribió el fármaco antivírico oseltamivir (Tamiflu). 


El error de Baxter recuerda un incidente de 2005 en el que un fabricante usamericano de equipos 
utilizados por los laboratorios para verificar sus capacidades de detección incluyó viales del virus 
H2N2 en varios miles de tales estuches de experto. El virus H2N2, que causó la pandemia de 1957, 
no ha circulado desde 1968 y se lo considera como un candidato de primer orden para la próxima 
pandemia. 
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Este error, descubierto en el Laboratorio Nacional de Microbiología de Canadá, puso en estado 
de alerta a las autoridades de todo el mundo para recuperar y destruir los viales del virus, que 
habían sido enviados a laboratorios de 18 países. 


[1] Nota del traductor: en inglés, reassortment, reordenación de los genes de dos cepas víricas 
distintas para producir una nueva cepa vírica (véase Fernando Navarro, Diccionario crítico de dudas 
inglés-español de medicina, McGraw-Hill-International-Interamericana, Madrid 2005). 


[2] Nota del traductor: en inglés, wild-type virus, cepa natural. Cf. cita anterior. 
Fuente: The Star — Officials investigate how bird flu contaminated vaccines in Europe 
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Frequency Foundation 


Jeff Sutherland 
Vaccine contamined with Avian Flu virus 


Frequency Foundation, 17 March 2009. 


Deerfield, IL-based Baxter International has confirmed that vaccine shipments sent to subcontractors 
in Czech Republic, Slovenia and Germany were contaminated with live HSN1 avian Пи viruses. The 
contaminated product, which Baxter calls “experimental virus material,” was a mix of H3N2 seasonal 
flu viruses and H5N1 viruses produced at the company's research facility in Orth-Donau. The problem 
was discovered when ferrets inoculated with the experimental mix died. Baxter was notified on 
February 6, but has kept quiet about the details surrounding the mix-up, the Canadian Press reports. 


““At this juncture we are confident in saying that public health and occupational risk is minimal at 
present,” medical officer Roberta Andraghetti said. “But what remains unanswered are the circumstances 
surrounding the incident in the Baxter facility in Orth-Donau.” 


According to the Sun, Christopher Bona, said in an email that the release of the product was a 
result of a combination of “just the process itself, (and) technical and human error in this procedure” 
and the company has taken steps to make sure it doesn’t happen again. The Canadian Press reports 
that Bona has said that the contaminated product was not a vaccine and was developed for testing in 
animals only. Austrian authorities have audited operations at the facility and are satisfied with the 
corrective actions taken. Baxter has also worked with the subcontractors to help them destroy the 
contaminated products and clean up their facilities. Staff exposed to the products were offered 
Tamiflu and assessed by infectious disease doctors, the company tells the Canadian Press. 


While H5N1 doesn’t easily infect humans, the H3N2 vaccine can. As the Sun points out, someone 
infected with both strains could serve as an incubator for reassortment, producing a hybrid virus able 
to transmit easily among people. But according to Andraghetti, there is no evidence reassortment 
occurred. “And we have no evidence of any increased transmissibility of the viruses that were involved 
in the experiment with the ferrets in the Czech Republic,” she added. 
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REUTERS 


Laura MacInnis, Debra Sherman 
European lab accidents raise biosecurity concerns 


Reuters, 20 March 2009 


* Bird flu and Ebola virus accidents raise biosecurity fears 
* European states urged to improve lab accident disclosure 
* Northern Europe reports most lab-acquired infections 


GENEVA/CHICAGO, March 19 (Reuters) - Lab accidents involving bird flu and Ebola viruses 
have increased biosecurity fears in Europe, where public health experts say research on dangerous 
pathogens needs to be more strictly monitored. 


A scientist in Germany last week pricked herself with a needle that was believed to be contaminated 
with a strain of the Ebola haemorrhagic virus with a mortality rate of around 90 percent. She is still 
under observation in hospital. 


That accident added to public health concerns following the recent disclosure that deadly H5N1 
bird flu virus samples were mixed with seasonal flu samples at a Baxter International 


BAX.N 
Contracted laboratory in Austria. 


Health authorities and industry groups reviewing European lab safety standards concluded in a 
new report that scientists and managers needed to be better trained in ways to prevent, handle and 
report such incidents. 


While stressing that research on viruses and pathogens is important for vaccine, drug and diagnostic 
development, the group Biosafety Europe said "it also represents a risk to the population in case 
those organisms may spread in the environment due to a laboratory accident, poor laboratory practices 
or intentional removal and subsequent release (terrorist attack)." 


"Adequate technical and physical containment measures and best biosafety and biosecurity 
practices must be implemented in those facilities to prevent accidental or intentional release of 
dangerous pathogens," it said in the recommendations, published on www.biosafety-europe.eu/ 
FinalConsiderations_PDFs.html 


Security experts say viruses and other biological agents could be used as weapons, as occurred in 
2001 in the United States when envelopes containing anthrax were sent to media outlets and U.S. 
lawmakers, kiling five people. 
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HUMAN ERROR 


Baxter spokesman Chris Bona said the Illinois-based company learned in February about the 
H5NI contamination, which was due to "a combination of process, technical and human error." 


The flu virus samples were meant only for testing and not vaccine or product development, 
according to the spokesman, who said Baxter has "put corrective measures in place" after the 
accident but declined to give details "for proprietary reasons." 


All 37 people exposed to the mixture at subcontractor sites in Germany, the Czech Republic and 
Slovenia, and at AVIR Greenhills Biotechnology, an Austrian company that bought the samples, 
tested negative for Н5М1 bird flu, Bona said. 


The World Health Organisation (WHO) fears that virus, which has killed 256 people since 2003, 
could trigger a deadly flu pandemic if it mutates and starts to spread more easily. 


Biosafety Europe's project coordinator Kathrin Summermatter said that better training and more 
collaboration on safety standards could help reduce pathogen risks in European labs. 


"We found that even though there are European guidelines concerning biosafety, the awareness, 
the implementation and the control was not the same in the different European countries," she told 
Reuters by email. 


The group's report, compiled before the recent bird flu and Ebola accidents, said that Northern 
European countries disclosed more laboratory-acquired infections than other parts of Europe, "which 


in part may reflect reporting differences." 


Summermatter said greater transparency about incidents that do occur was essential to help 
identify and reduce risks: "It is important to learn from the experience of other laboratories." 


241 


4. An Austrian pharmaceutical company supplied an anti-flu vaccine contaminated with the deadly virus 


Parlamentarisches Geschehen > Direkteinstieg > Nationalrat - XXIV_GP > Schriftliche Anfragen > 1437/J 


1437/J (XXIV. GP) 
Verschweigen eines schweren Laborzwischenfalls durch mit H5N1 verseuchten Grippeimpfstoff 


Dr. Dagmar Belakowitsch-Jenewein 


Verschweigen eines schweren Laborzwischenfalls 
durch mit H5N1 verseuchten Grippeimpfstoff 
Schriftliche Anfrage der Abgeordneten Dr. Dagmar Belakowitsch-Jenewein, 
Kolleginnen und Kollegen an den Bundesminister fiir Gesundheit 
betreffend Verschweigen eines schweren Laborzwischenfalls durch mit HSN1 
verseuchten Grippeimpfstoff 
ANFRAGE - 1437/J (XXIV. GP) - 20 March 2009 


Eingelangt am 20.03.2009 
Dieser Text wurde elektronisch iibermittelt. Abweichungen vom Original sind moglich. 


ANFRAGE 

der Abgeordneten Dr. Belakowitsch-Jenewein 

und weiterer Abgeordneter 

an den Bundesminister fiir Gesundheit 

betreffend Verschweigen eines schweren Laborzwischenfalls durch mit HSN1 
verseuchten Grippeimpfstoff 


Laut einem Bericht des Wissenschaftsforum Aviáre Influenza kam es Meldungen tschechischer 
Medien zufolge in einem Labor der 70 km óstlich der Hauptstadt Prag gelegenen Biotest Ltd. in 
Konarovice zu einem schwerwiegendem Zwischenfall durch mit hoch pathogenen H5NI Viren 
kontaminiertem Impfstoff. 


Nach dem Wissenschaftsforum Aviäre Influenza (WAI) vorliegenden Informationen ereignete sich 
der Vorfall bereits am 6. Februar diesen Jahres. Der experimentelle Impfstoff war am 30.01.2009 
von der Avir Green Hills Biotechnology GmbH im Auftrag des Wiener Pharma Herstellers Baxter an 
das Labor der Biotest Ltd. in Tschechien geliefert worden, wo dieser im Tierversuch an Frettchen 
getestet werden sollte. 


Als im Rahmen der Tierversuche die Frettchen begannen Krankheitssymptome zu zeigen und einige 
der Tiere starben, wurde der aus Österreich gelieferte Impfstoff untersucht und eine Kontamination 
mit dem auch für Menschen gefährlichen Vogelgrippe-Erreger Н5МІ festgestellt. 13 Labormitarbeitern 
der Biotest Ltd., welche über einen Zeitraum von annähernd einer Woche im Rahmen ihrer Arbeit 
Kontakt zu dem hoch pathogenen Erreger hatten, wurden präventiv antivirale Medikamente verabreicht. 
Zu einer Infektion des Laborpersonals kam es offenbar glücklicherweise nicht. 


Bislang ungeklärt sind auch die Zusammenhänge des Laborzwischenfalls in Tschechien zu einer 
Meldung des Presse- und Informationsdienstes der Stadt Wien vom 11.2.2009 in welchem es heißt, 
dass im Wiener Otto-Wagner-Spital, Zitat: „18 MitarbeiterInnen eines externen Unternehmens 
ambulant behandelt [wurden], da vorerst nicht ausgeschlossen werden konnte, dass sie im Rahmen 
ihrer Arbeit mit einem Vogelgrippe-Erreger in Kontakt gekommen seien. 
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Nach Auffassung des WAI ergibt sich indes möglicherweise ein Kausalzusammenhang mit einer 
zeitgleich in Wien stattfindenden Phase I Studie eines HSN1-Lebendimpfstoffs des österreichischem 
Pharmaherstellers Baxter, im Rahmen derer ein als „Nasenspray“ konzipierter Vogelgrippeimpfstoff 
an Menschen getestet wird. Ob sich die Kontamination der Impfstoffe tatsächlich auf die an Menschen 
durchgeführte Phase I Studie in Wien ausgewirkte ist ungeklärt, würde aber plausibel zu erklären 
vermögen, warum am 11.02. — fünf Tage nach einem Laborzwischenfall durch kontaminierten 
Impfstoff in Tschechien — im österreichischem Wien 18 Menschen im Otto-Wagner-Spital präventiv 
gegen H5N1 behandelt werden müssen. 


Obwohl der Laborzwischenfall mittlerweile als „Biological Hazard“ vom EDIS (,, Emergency 
and Desaster Service") unter der Kennung BH-20090217-20552-CZE gelistet ist, sah sich Baxter 
bislang zu keiner öffentlichen Stellungnahme genótigt. 


Das Wissenschaftsforum Avidre Influenza fordert daher mit Nachdruck eine vollständige und 
detaillierte Offenlegung der Umstände, welche zur Kontamination eines Impfstoffs mit hoch 
pathogenen Erregern geführt haben. 


Bereits im Jahre 2004 kam es zu einer Kontamination von Impfstoffen. Der Pharmahersteller 
Chiron (heute Teil der Schweizer Novartis AG) hatte damals 46 Millionen Dosen des Grippeimpfstoffs 
„Fluvirin“ auf Grund bakterieller Verseuchung vernichten müssen. 


Die unterfertigen Abgeordneten stellen daher an den Bundesminister für Gesundheit folgende 


ANFRAGE 


1. Seit wann sind Ihnen die oben angeführten Fakten bekannt? 

2. Von wem wurden Ihnen die Informationen zu diesem Vorfall übermittelt? 

3. Wurde dieser Vorfall im Ministerrat besprochen und wenn ja, wann, in welchem Umfang und 
mit welchem Ergebnis? 

4. Welche Stelle in Österreich war die erste, die von diesem Vorfall erfahren hat und wie lange 
hat es gedauert, bis das Bundesministerium für Gesundheit davon erfahren hat? 

5. Welche Maßnahmen wurden von Ihnen bislang eingeleitet? 

6. Wer hat welche Maßnahmen beschlossen und welche Maßnahmen davon bislang bereits 
durchgeführt (Auflistung von Art und Zeitpunkt der ergriffenen Maßnahme)? 

7. Aus welchen Gründen ist es bislang zu keiner Information der Öffentlichkeit gekommen? 

8. Können Sie eine Bedrohung für die österreichische Bevölkerung ausschließen? 

9. Wer sind die 18 Menschen, die im Otto-Wagner-Spital präventiv gegen H5N1 behandelt 
werden mussten und weshalb besteht bei diese 18 Personen der Verdacht, dass sie mit dem 
Vogelgrippe Erreger in Kontakt gekommen sind? 

10. Von welchem „externen Unternehmen“ sind diese 18 Patienten Mitarbeiter? 

11. Wann wurde die Behandlung der 18 Personen begonnen und kann man mittlerweile mit einer 
100%igen Sicherheit ausschließen, dass sich diese 18 Personen infiziert haben? 

12. Wie viele in Tschechien tätige Personen sind mit dem Verdacht auf eine Infektion behandelt 
worden, wo sind diese Personen behandelt worden und in wie vielen Fällen hat sich der Verdacht 
bestätigt? 

13. Was ist mit dem mit dem auch für Menschen gefährlichen Vogelgrippe-Erreger H5N1 
kontaminierten Impfstoff passiert? 

14. Welche Menge am Impfstoff war Kontaminiert? 

15. Kann ausgeschlossen werden, dass kontaminierter Impfstoff noch im Umlauf ist? 

16. Hat es bislang bereits eine Stellungnahme von Baxter zu diesem Vorfall gegeben und wenn 
ja, mit welchem konkreten Inhalt? 

17. Wenn nein, wann haben Sie Baxter um eine Stellungnahme ersucht und weshalb 

wurde diese bislang noch nicht abgegeben? 

18. Wie sollen derartige Vorfälle künftig verhindert werden? 
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1437/J (XXIV. GP) 
Verschweigen eines schweren Laborzwischenfalls durch mit H5N1 verseuchten Grippeimpfstoff 


Dr. Dagmar Belakowitsch-Jenewein 


Written Questions to the Federal Government, 
that is to say, to the members composing the XXIV. 


ANFRAGE - 1437/J (XXIV. GP) — 20 March 2009 


QUESTIONS (submitted on 20.03.2009) 


Silence over a serious laboratory incident involving flu vaccination material contaminated with 
HSN1 [Administrative details and a summary of the incident involving Baxter and Avir and the 
contaminated bird flu material follows in the German version] 


The undersigned Members of Parliament therefore put to the Federal Minister for Health the 
following 


1. At what time did you get to know about the above-stated facts? 

2. Who informed you about this incident? 

3. Has this incident been discussed by the Cabinet and if so, when, to what degree and with what 
result? 

4. Which authority in Austria was the first to find out about this incident and how long did it take 
until the Federal Minister for Health found out about it? 

5. What steps have been taken by you? 

6. Who decided on which steps and which steps have been carried out so far (List of the measures 
taken and the date and time they were taken)? 

7. What 15 the reason why no information has reached the general public so far? 

8. Can you exclude a threat to the Austrian population? 

9. Who are the 18 people, who were treated preventatively in the Otto-Wagner-Spital hospital against 
H5NI and why was there reason that these 18 people had come into contact with the bird flu virus? 

10. From which ,,external company” are these 18 patient staff? [Note: Avir confirmed that the 18 
staff treated in the Otto Wagner hospital for bird flu belonged to them in a press release issued after 
these questions were tabled] 

11. When was the treatment of the 18 people started and can it in the meantime be excluded with 
a 100 per cent certainty that these 18 people have not been infected? 

12. How many people in the Czech Republic have been treated for a possible infection, where 
were these people treated and in how many cases where they diagnosed to have the infection? 

13. What has happened to the vaccine material contaminated bird flu H5N1 virus which is dangerous 
to people? 

14. What quantity of the vaccine material was contaminated? 

15. Can и Бе excluded that this contaminated vaccine material 15 still in circulation? 

16. Has Baxter issued a statement to this incident, and if so, what 15 the content in detail? 

17.If not, when did you request a statement from Baxter and why was has this statement not been 
issued until now? 

18. How are incidents like this to be avoided in the future? 
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1457/AB (XXIV. GP) 
Verschweigen eines schweren Laborzwischenfalls durch mit H5N1 verseuchten Grippeimpfstoff 


Alois Stöger diplómé, Bundesminister 


BM fiir Gesundheit 
Anfragebeantwortung 
GZ: BMG-11001/0067-1/5/2009; Wien, am 20. Mai 2009 


Eingelangt am 20.05.2009 
Dieser Text wurde elektronisch übermittelt. Abweichungen vom Original sind möglich. 


Frau, Präsidentin des Nationalrates 
Maga. Barbara Prammer 
Parlament, 1017 Wien 


Sehr geehrte Frau Prásidentin! 

Ich beantworte die an mich gerichtete schriftliche parlamentarische Anfrage Nr. 1437/J der 
Abgeordneten Dr. Belakowitsch-Jenewein und weiterer Abgeordneter nach den mir vorliegenden 
Informationen wie folgt: 

Vorweg halte ich fest, dass aus datenschutzrechtlichen Griinden Firmennamen nicht zu nennen 
sind. 


Frage 1: 
Die von Ihnen vorgelegte Beschreibung eines Vorfalls bei dem angeblich ein ,,Grippeimpfstoff* 
mit Vogelgrippe- Virus (Influenza A/H5N1) kontaminiert wurde, trifft nur teilweise zu. 


Nachvollziehbar ist Folgendes: 

Bei einem Unternehmen mit Standort in Niederösterreich wurde ausschließlich für 
Forschungszwecke (und nicht zur Anwendung am Menschen!) bestimmtes Forschungsmaterial 
hergestellt. Auf Grund von Fehlern bei der Produktion wurde das Forschungsmaterial mit 
Vogelgrippe-Virus (Influenza A/H5N1) kontaminiert. Das Forschungsmaterial wurde im Rahmen 
eines Entwicklungsprojektes eines neuen Impfstoffes gewonnen. Dieses Material wurde dann im 
Rahmen des Forschungsprojektes zu einer Firma in der Tschechischen Republik transferiert. Dort 
wurde auf Grund eines Ergebnisses bei einem Tierversuch die Kontamination des übermittelten 
Forschungsmaterials mit Vogelgrippe-Virus (Influenza A/H5N1) bemerkt. 


Dieser Vorfall wurde, von der in der Tschechischen Republik tätigen Firma, kommuniziert und in 
Folge österreichischen Gesundheitsbehörden gemeldet. Am 9. Februar 2009, 17.00 Uhr wurde das 
Bundesministerium für Gesundheit (BMG) von einer Kontamination eines für Forschungszwecke 
hergestellten Materials mit Vogelgrippe-Virus (Influenza A/H5NI) informiert. 


Seitens der jeweils national zuständigen Gesundheitsbehörde wurden die notwendigen Erhebungen 
und Untersuchungen durchgeführt und Veranlassungen getroffen, um proaktiv eine allfällige 


Gefährdung von Mensch und Tier zu verhüten. 
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Zu den proaktiv getroffenen präventiven Maßnahmen gehörte die prophylaktische Einnahme eines 
Neuraminidasehemmers durch möglicherweise kontaminierte Personen, sowie deren medizinische 
Untersuchung in einem Wiener Spital. Es konnte sehr rasch festgestellt werden, dass es zu keiner 
Erkrankung gekommen ist. 


Frage 2: 
- Von der Landessanitätsdirektion Wien, 
- Von den, aus datenschutzrechtlichen Gründen nicht zu nennenden, Firmen 


Frage 3: 
Der Vorfall wurde nicht im Ministerrat besprochen, da für die Öffentlichkeit keine Gefährdung 
gegeben war. 


Frage 4: 

Die Landessanitätsdirektion/Magistratsabteilung 15 - Gesundheitsdienst der Stadt Wien (nachfolgend 
immer LSD/MA 15 genannt) und das Bundesministerium für Gesundheit (nachfolgend immer mit 
BMG genannt) wurden jeweils am 9. Februar 2009 verständigt. 


Frage 5: 

Die LSD/MA 15 war, gemäß der bestehenden Gesetze, für die Betreuung der möglicherweise 
kontaminierten Personen zuständig und hat die notwendigen Schritte veranlasst. Die Maßnahmen 
wurden prophylaktisch durchgeführt. Die LSD/MA 15 hat ein Audit bei der involvierten Firma 
vorgenommen. 

Das Bundesamt für Sicherheit im Gesundheitswesen, welches zum Wirkungsbereich des BMG 
gehört, hat die Inspektion der involvierten beiden österreichischen Firmen durchgeführt. Auf Grund 
der Inspektionsergebnisse wurden die erforderlichen Maßnahmen gesetzt, um einen neuerlichen 
Vorfall dieser Art zu vermeiden. 

Nach Bekanntwerden des Vorfalls wurden unverzüglich alle Ein- und Ausfuhren von 
Influenzaerregern durch Weisung an die Grenzen und durch Information der beteiligten Firma 
unterbunden, da zu diesem Zeitpunkt eine aufrechte Bewilligung für innergemeinschaftliches 
Verbringen von erregerhältigem Material (für Influenzaviren HSN1) vorlag. 

Die Labors der Firma wurden durch die Veterinärbehörde besichtigt. An dieser Besichtigung 
nahm auch ein Vertreter aus dem Humanmedizinbereich meines Ressorts teil. 

Auf Grund der Ergebnisse der Laborinspektionen wurde die o. a. Weisung wieder aufgehoben. 


Frage 6: 

Wie in der Beantwortung der Frage 5 bereits ausgeführt - die Landessanitätsdirektion/ 
Magistratsabteilung 15 - Gesundheitsdienst der Stadt Wien und das Bundesministerium für 
Gesundheit. 


Datum Aktion 
9. Februar 2009 Information des BMG und der LSD/MA 15 - 
Laufend ab Erhebungen zum Sachverhalt, Risikobeurteilung und Krisenmanagement durch die LSD/MA 15 und 
Meldung durch das BMG 
9. Februar 2009 Untersuchung von potentiell betroffenen Firmenmitarbeitern in einem Wiener Spital; 
Überwachung der Personen, die potentiell mit dem kontaminierten Forschungsprodukt Kontakt hatten 
durch die LSD/MA 15 


13. Februar 2009 Information des BMG durch LSD/MA 15 über das Ergebnis eines Audits bei der involvierten Firma 


16. Februar 2009 Inspektion des niederösterreichischen Standortes der Firma im Auftrag des BMG 


23. Februar 2009 Inspektion der Wiener Firma im Auftrag des BMG; Im Zusammenhang mit einer veterinärbehördlichen 
Bewilligung wurden die Labors der Firma durch die Veterinärbehörde besichtigt. An dieser Besichtigung 
nahm auch ein Vertreter aus dem Humanmedizinbereich des teil. 


24. Februar 2009 Eine Besprechung des Falles erfolgte auch im Rahmen der Bundeskommission für Zoonosen. 
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Frage 7: 

Es bestand und besteht Кеш Anlass, die Offentlichkeit iiber die Kontamination eines fiir 
Forschungszwecke hergestellten Materials mit Vogelgrippe-Virus (Influenza A/H5N1) zu 
informieren. Fir die Offentlichkeit war keine Gefáhrdung gegeben. 


Frage 8: 
Ja 


Frage 9: 

Es darf als bekannt vorausgesetzt werden, dass personenbezogene Daten im Gesundheitsbereich 
nicht weiterzugeben sind. Alle 18 Personen sind Mitarbeiter der involvierten Unternehmen. Bei der 
Handhabung mit dem Forschungsmaterial wurden übliche Vorsichtsmaßnahmen und Schutzmaßnahmen 
beim Umgang mit biologischen Material ergriffen (z.B. Arbeiten im geschlossenen System oder 
mikrobiologische Sicherheitswerkbank, spezielle Räume über Schleuse zu betreten, ...). Daher war 
eine Infektion mit dem involvierten Vogelgrippe- Virus (Influenza A/H5N1) nicht sehr wahrscheinlich. 


Frage 10: 
Auf die Vorschriften des Datenschutzes wird verwiesen. 


Frage 11: 

Die prophylaktische Behandlung der potentiell durch die Kontamination betroffenen Personen 
erfolgte bereits ab 7. Februar 2009. Am 9. Februar 2009 erfolgten medizinische Untersuchungen 
von, potentiell durch die Kontamination betroffene, Personen in einem Wiener Spital. Es konnten 
keine Hinweise für Erkrankungen mit dem Vogelgrippe-Virus (Influenza A/H5N1) festgestellt 
werden. Erkrankungen jener, von der potentiellen Kontamination mit dem involvierten Vogelgrippe 
- Virus (Influenza A/H5NI) betroffenen Personen können definitiv ausgeschlossen werden. 


Frage 12: 

Es gibt keine Zustándigkeit des BMG in der Tschechischen Republik. Nach Auskunft der 
tschechischen Behórden sind jedoch keine Erkrankungen durch das involvierte Vogelgrippe-Virus 
(Influenza A/H5N1) erfolgt. 


Frage 13: 
Es lag kein „Impfstoff“ vor, sondern ausschließlich für Forschungszwecke (und nicht zur 
Anwendung am Menschen!) bestimmtes Material. Das Material wurde kontrolliert vernichtet. 


Fragen 14 und 15: 
Das für Forschungszwecke bestimmtes Material - 72 kg waren als kontaminiert anzusehen - 
wurde in die Firma zurück geholt und kontrolliert vernichtet. 


Fragen 16 und 17: 

Die Firma hat eine Stellungnahme zum Vorfall abgegeben, aus der sowohl Fehlerursache als 
auch Fehlerbehebung hervorgehen. Maßnahmen zur Vermeidung derartiger Vorfälle wurden von 
der Firma in Absprache mit den zustándigen Gesundheitsbehórden getroffen. 


Frage 18: 

In Absprache mit den zustándigen Behórden wurden von der beteiligten Firma organisatorische 
und technische MaBnahmen gesetzt. Auch durch die Forcierung von Informationen und Schulungen 
speziell im veterinärmedizinischen Bereich werden weitere Bestrebungen erfolgen, derartige 
Vorfälle zu minimieren bzw. diese so weit wie möglich zu verhindern. 


Der $ 12a Tierseuchengesetz enthált Bestimmungen hinsichtlich des Umgangs mit Erregern und 
sieht eine Bewilligung für das Arbeiten mit infektiósen Tierseuchenerregern vor. 

Angepasste Leitlinien für die Erteilung von solchen veterinárbehordlichen Bewilligungen für das 
Arbeiten mit Erregern von Tierseuchen sind weitgehend ausgearbeitet. 
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Diese Leitlinien beinhalten z.B.: 

* die unverzůgliche, auch schriftliche Informationspflicht für das Labor bei Zwischenfällen; 

* die Verpflichtung zur Erstellung eines Krisenplans, welcher dem Ansuchen auf Bewilligung 
anzuschließen ist; 

* die Verpflichtung, der Behörde jährlich einen Bericht über erfolgte Verbringungen von 
Erregern vorzulegen; 

* die Verpflichtung, dass allfällige Verbringungen nur unter Einhaltung der Transportvorschriften 
und jedenfalls nur an ebenfalls bewilligte Einrichtungen erfolgen dürfen; 

* die generelle Befristung der Bewilligung für das Arbeiten mit Tierseuchenerregern; das Verbot, 
dass Bewilligungen auf Nachfolgefirmen übertragen werden; 

* die Verpflichtung, die Weitergabe von erregerhältigem Material ins Ausland erst nach 
Vorliegen einer schriftlichen Bestätigung der zuständigen Behörde des Empfangsstaates, dass 
erregerhältiges Material eingebracht werden darf, durchzuführen; 


Weiters wurde mit dem Humanmedizinbereich vereinbart, veterinäre Bewilligungen für Arbeiten 
mit Zoonoseerregern (Erreger, welche zwischen Tier und Menschen übertragen werden können) 
erst dann zu erteilen, wenn die Laboranlagen gemeinsam besichtigt wurden und die Sicherheit für 
ein gefahrenfreies Arbeiten festgestellt wurde. Die gemeinsamen Besichtigungen vor Ort erfolgten 
bereits in diesem Sinn. 


Mit freundlichen Grüßen 


Alois Stöger diplöme 
Bundesminister 
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FINANCIAL TIMES 


Andrew Jack 
WHO mulls stricter transport of bio products 


Financial Times, 16 March 2009, 22:10; 


Public health officials are studying the need for tighter controls on the transport of biological 
products after Baxter, the US pharmaceutical company, inadvertently supplied samples of the HSN1 
bird flu virus to a series of European laboratories. 


Specialists from the World Health Organisation and the European Centre for Disease Prevention 
and Control are monitoring the case at a time of growing concern that existing international rules to 
minimise the risks of the spread of pathogens are too weak. 


Their scrutiny follows an incident that recently came to light when samples of HSN1 from Baxter’s 
Austrian labs contaminated batches of the less harmful H3N2 seasonal flu virus that it was supplying 
under a commercial contract to a customer, Avir Greenhills Biotechnology. 


A combination of H3N2, which is highly transmissable between humans, and H5N1, which has 
killed hundreds of millions of chickens and other animals in recent years, could potentially lead to a 
mutated virus that forms the basis of a new human pandemic threatening millions of lives, according 
to scientists. 


Baxter stressed that the H3N2 strain had been made “replication defective”, and was handled in 
tightly controlled laboratories purely for experiments, so there was little chance it could have led to 
an outbreak threatening humans. It also stressed that all staff potentially exposed were tested and 
given antiviral treatment to prevent any infection. 


Baxter was forced to suspend production last year of Heparin, a blood thinner, after contamination 
during manufacturing of the primary ingredient in China triggered health alerts in the US, where 
regulators say it may have contributed to patient deaths. Baxter has refuted the FDA’s claim. 


Baxter said the HSN1 samples were provided for its own research into a pandemic vaccine it is 
developing, and were from a variant of the virus identified in Vietnam and provided to the company 
by the US Centers for Disease Control in Atlanta. 


“The material was handled appropriately in all steps of the process in the right conditions,” said 
Chris Bona, a Baxter spokesman. “The experimental material was produced exclusively for laboratory 
testing, was not used for product production and was not for use in humans.” 


It somehow mixed with H3N2 before distribution last December to Avir, and the more potent 
virus was detected by a subcontractor in the Czech republic last month after it rapidly killed ferrets 
exposed to the viruses. Avir had also sent samples to Slovenia and Germany. 


Mr Bona stressed that Baxter had since taken “corrective preventative actions” and its procedures 
had been approved by the Austrian authorities. 


The incident comes just after the conclusion of an EU-funded project on biosafety highlighted the 
need for improvement to national regulatory frameworks for biosafety and laboratory biosecurity. 
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The Bovine 


Avian-flu- virus contamination found in flu vaccine — 
just another reason not to get vaccinated, or the tip of an iceberg: 
Create the perfect storm of a pandemic to ram through “Food Safety” legislation 
giving control over all agriculture to bio-tech firms like Monsanto & their proxies. 


The Bovine, 26 March 2009 


“Were Tainted Vaccines a Conspiracy to Provoke a Pandemic? 


Czech newspapers are questioning whether the shocking discovery of vaccines contaminated 
with the deadly avian flu virus - distributed to 18 countries by the American company Baxter — 
were part of a conspiracy to provoke a pandemic. 


Because of laboratory protocols that are routine for vaccine makers, mixing a live virus biological 
weapon with vaccine material by accident is virtually impossible. 


Baxter flu vaccines contaminated with H5N1 (the human form of avian flu) were received by labs 
in the Czech Republic, Germany and Slovenia. Initially, Baxter refused to reveal how the vaccines 
were contaminated with H5NI, invoking “trade secrets.” After increased pressure, they then claimed 
that pure H5NI batches were sent by accident. 


But in the Czech Republic, reporters are investigating whether Ше contamination was part of a 
deliberate attempt to start a pandemic. 


The fact that Baxter mixed the deadly H5N1 virus with a mix of H3N2 seasonal flu viruses may 
be the smoking gun. The H5N1 virus on its own has killed hundreds of people, but it is less airborne. 
However, when combined with seasonal flu viruses, which are more easily spread, the effect could 
be a potent, airborne, deadly biological weapon.” 


And here is part of Mercola’s commentary: 


“Last month vaccine maker Baxter International sent a mix of flu vaccine and unlabelled H5N1 
virus (the human form of bird flu) to an Austrian research company. Expecting the shipment to 
contain only flu vaccine, the Austrian company then sent portions of the contaminated product to 
the Czech Republic, Slovenia and Germany. 


It was only when researchers at a Czech Republic laboratory injected ferrets with the vaccine, 
and they unexpectedly died, that the contamination mistake was discovered. 


But is “mistake” really an accurate term to describe this? 


If this batch of live bird flu and seasonal flu viruses had reached the public, it could have resulted 
in dire consequences. Even though H5N1 doesn’t easily infect people, the flu virus does. So if people 
were exposed to both of these viruses, they would have become hosts for the combined viruses, and 
would have become highly contagious and able to transmit the deadly bird flu virus to others. 


There is actually a name for this mixing of viruses; it’s called “reassortment,” and even The 
Canadian Press has pointed out that it is one of two ways pandemic viruses are created. 


A spokesman for Baxter said the virus material was supposed to contain a seasonal flu virus and 
was contaminated after “human error.” 
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Yet, other sources say Baxter International adheres to something called BSL3 (Biosafety Level 
3). This strict set of laboratory safety protocols is in place to prevent the cross-contamination of 
materials, and according to some may have made it virtually impossible for the live bird flu virus to 
contaminate a flu vaccine by accident. 


Czech newspapers are among those questioning whether this was a deliberate act to start a pandemic, 
and there’s even been talk of plans to use the vaccines to carry out a form of population control. 


But then there’s the issue of motive. Would Baxter have had any reason to carry out such a malicious 
and deadly scheme? 


Well, if a bird flu pandemic suddenly broke out, the demand for bird flu vaccines would certainly 
skyrocket ... and the profits from such a mass vaccination program would be astronomical. 


And here’s some more commentary on related matters from a variety of sources: 


There are a lot of questions that come up from this since it is related to the “food safety” bills 
and their need to make a case for NAIS, that it is urgent to track “animal diseases” — avian flu being 
one people are scared of. 


But the background noise is that fear of avian flu (which was never as dangerous as it was made 
out to be) is now being used to wipe out small farmers poultry stocks across Asia and then to force 
the substitution of genetically engineered poultry (patented, privatized) that is said to be “avian flu- 
ready.” Are they looking to create outbreaks in the EU and perhaps here to do the same and create 
an emergency to help pass the bills? 
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European labs discover flu vaccines contaminated 


Cottontop, 28 March 2009 


If “accidental” contamination is virtually impossible, then intentional contamination likely. 


"Globally-practiced protocols and regulatory schemes governing the handling of pathogens in the research, 
development, manufacture and transport of vaccines make it virtually impossible for U.S. flu vaccine producer 
Baxter to accidentally contaminate and export vaccines containing live H5NI (avian) viruses. The implication, 
then, is that the inclusion of “bird flu” was intentional and shipped all over the world to trigger a pandemic." 


Baxter's facility in Austria makes annual flu vaccines but was also developing a human H5NI 
vaccine for which a license was expected in the near future. Researchers claim the "serious error" 
could not have been accidental since it is virtually impossible for live avian flu virus to find its way 
into a vaccine by “accident”. 

As health ranger Mike Adams of NaturalNews.com points out, “The shocking answer is that this 
couldn't have been an accident. Why? Because Baxter International adheres to something called 
BSL3 (biosafety level 3)-a set of laboratory safety protocols that prevent the cross-contamination of 
materials. Laboratory personnel have specific training in handling pathogenic and potentially lethal 
agents and are supervised by competent scientists who are experienced in working with these agents. 
... All procedures involving the manipulation of infectious materials are conducted within biological 
safety cabinets or other physical containment devices, or by personnel wearing appropriate protective 
clothing and equipment. The laboratory has special engineering and design features." 

Under the BSL3 code of conduct, it is impossible for live avian flu viruses to contaminate 
production vaccine materials that are shipped to vendors throughout the world. 


This leaves only two possibilities: 

1. Baxter isn't following BSL3 safety guidelines or is so sloppy in following them that it can 
make monumental mistakes that threaten the safety of the entire human race. And if that's the case, 
then why are we injecting our children with vaccines made from Baxter's materials? 

2. A rogue employee (or an evil plot from the top management) is present at Baxter, whereby 
live avian flu viruses were intentionally placed into the vaccine materials in the hope that such 
materials might be injected into humans and set off a global bird flu pandemic. 

Spreading bird flu would create an instantaneous surge of demand for bird flu vaccines. The 
profits that vaccine companies such as Baxter International could reap out of such a panic are 
astronomical. 

“Baxter is acting a whole lot like a biological terrorism organization these days, sending deadly 
viral samples around the world. If you mail an envelope full of anthrax to your senator, you get 
arrested as a terrorist. So why is Baxter-which mailed samples of a far more deadly viral strain to 
labs around the world-getting away with saying, essentially, “Oops?” Adams asked. 

While public health officials at the time appeared concerned, claiming to investigate the cause 
for the contamination of flu vaccines distributed to 18 countries, as of March 21, 2009, the World 
Health Organization (WHO) has not released a statement on the Baxter incident. Instead WHO is 
moving forward with stockpiling worldwide H5N1 containing vaccines in preparation for a global 
pandemic, the ingredients of which are "proprietary". 

It should also be noted that the federal regulators in the U.S. and the affected countries have not 
commented on the incident nor is there any evidence that they plan to sanction Baxter for its serious 
breach in security with regard to the handling of such tightly controlled pathogenic agents. 
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nature medicine 


Cassandra Willyard 
Biosafety bungle leads to bird flu contamination 


Nature Medicine, 1 April 2009, Vol. 15, N 4: 349 


In February, a group of experimental ferrets at a research facility in the Czech Republic fell ill. 
The ferrets had recently been injected with a culture containing what was believed to be a straight 
shot of the seasonal influenza virus, but their symptoms were severe and wholly unexpected. 
Researchers later determined that they were suffering from avian influenza; the seasonal flu culture 
had been contaminated with the deadly virus H5N1. 

The flu sample, which came from an Austrian laboratory owned by Baxter International, ended 
up in at least three other labs in Austria, Germany and Slovenia. Although no one has fallen ill as a 
result of the mix-up, experts say the incident raises biosafety concerns and highlights the need for 
better quality control. 


“T think it points to major problems,” says David Topham, a microbiologist at the University of 
Rochester Medical Center and co-director of the New York Influenza Center of Excellence. Although 
contamination can happen easily, he says, there should be sufficient safety measures in place to 
prevent it. 


Christopher Bona, a spokesperson for the Illinois-based Baxter, says it is “highly unlikely” that 
anyone was exposed to the avian flu virus. He adds that the contamination was due to “a combination of 
process, technical and human error,” but that the problem has since been corrected. Bona refused to 
give specific details about how the accident occurred, noting that Baxter's processes are proprietary. 


Although the World Health Organization and the European Centre for Disease Prevention and 
Control are aware of the incident, the Austrian Ministry of Health has jurisdiction over Baxter's lab 
in Orth-Donau. The ministry audited the lab after the accident. “Nothing alarming was found,” says 
Sigrid Rosenberger, a spokesperson for the ministry. 


Baxter's Austrian lab had sent the flu culture to the Vienna-based Avir Green Hills Biotechnology, 
which is developing a live attenuated influenza vaccine. Avir workers handled the contaminated 
material in Vienna, but they also sent the culture to three subcontractors, including the facility in the 
Czech Republic. Topham says employees working at these labs would have had the greatest risk of 
contracting avian influenza. But, he adds, the risk is minimal unless the virus is introduced directly 
into the respiratory tract, a situation that would be unlikely if the lab workers followed standard 
biosafety procedures. 


According to Avir, all potentially exposed employees have been examined and treated with antiviral 
medicines. Furthermore, the contaminated product has been destroyed, and all of the labs have been 
sanitized. “At no time was there any danger to the population or the environment,” says Birgit Kofler- 
Bettschart, a spokesperson for the company. 


Still, the incident has left many concerned. It highlights “a potential hole in the regulation of the 
early stages of vaccine research,” says Gregory Hártl, a spokesperson at the World Health Organization. 


“The mere fact that this could happen,” says Albert Osterhaus, head of the virology department 
at Erasmus University Medical Center in Rotterdam, “indicates that there is something wrong.” 
Osterhaus would like to see Baxter help others learn from its mistake: “when you see [...] holes in 
the system, I think it's important to share that with the people that are working in this particular area.” 
It's like the aftermath of a plane crash, he says. “It's always very important to see what went wrong.” 
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Sott.net 


signs of the times 


Home Podcast Forum 


[Jane Burgermeister] 


Lawsuit Against Manufacturers of the Avian Flu Virus Vaccine 


Signs of the Times, 8 April 2009 
https://web.archive.org/web/20090629204013/http://www.sott.net/articles/show/187813-Lawsuit-A gainst- 


Jane Burgermeister, an Austrian investigative reporter, filed criminal charges in April against 
Baxter AG and Avir Green Hills Biotechnology of Austria for producing contaminated bird flu 
vaccine, alleging this was a deliberate act to cause and profit from a pandemic 


Criminal charges against 

Baxter AG, 

Baxter International and 

Avir Green Hill Biotechnology AG, 


For developing, manufacturing, disseminating, and releasing a biological weapon of mass 
destruction, on Austrian soil between December 2008 and February 2009; With the intention of 
causing a global bird flu pandemic virus and of intending to profit from that same pandemic, in an 
act that Violates Laws on International Organised Crime and Genocide. 


Charges filed against Baxter and Avir 

Charges filed with the 1st part translated into English 

Overview 

Submitted on: 

Wednesday, 8th April 2009, 

Vienna State Prosecutor's Office, Landesgerichtstrasse 11, 1080 Vienna 
CONTENTS 

A. Summary of the criminal charges brought and of the grounds for these charges 


B. Statement of Facts: Timeline and relevant background information 
C. Relevant Laws 
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A. Summary of the criminal charges brought and of the ground for these charges. 
I am a citizen of Austria and live in Vienna, and would like to file criminal charges against the corporate entities of 


Avir Green Hills Biotechnology, headquartered in Vienna, Währing, and 

Baxter AG, headquartered in Vienna, the Austrian subsidiary of the pharmaceutical company Baxter International, 
headquartered in Deerfield, IL, USA, and 

Baxter International, 

for endangering my life and health as well as the lives and health of the people in the city of Vienna, in Austria and 
in the surrounding countries. 

Avir and Baxter unlawfully, wilfully and knowingly, in the period between December 2008 and February 2009, 
employed manipulative and deceptive devices and contrivances in violation of national and international laws on the 
manufacturing, possession, release and dissemination of biological weapons of mass destruction and on organised 
crime, to manufacture and distribute a biological agent that is classified as a bioweapon among the population. 


First, Baxter manufactured an influenza material which was contaminated with a bird flu virus in its biomedical 
research laboratories in Orth on the Danube in December 2008. 


Baxter uses BSL 3 (Biosafety Level 3) precautions in its laboratories, a system for the safe-handling of toxic substances, 
which makes an accidental contamination of ordinary flu material with the dangerous bird flu virus virtually impossible. 


The contaminated vaccine material contained a mixture of a seasonabl H3N2 human influenza virus and the deadly 
H5N1 virus. By adding a virus of the type H5N1 to an ordinary flu virus of the type H3N2, Baxter produced a highly 
dangerous biological weapon with a 63 per cent mortality rate. 


The H5N1 virus is restricted in its human-to-human transmissibility, especially because it is less airborne. 


However, when it is combined with seasonal flu viruses, which are airborne and easily spread, 
A deadly virus of this kind could spread around the world in a short time and infect millions and even billions of people. 


Second, Baxter distributed via Avir a number of these contaminated vaccines using false concealment and a false label 
to 16 laboratories in Austria and in other countries at the end of January/beginning of February, potentially infecting at 
least 36-37 laboratory staff, who had had to be treated preventively for bird flu and ordinary flu in hospital. 


On February 9th - on the very same day as 18 employees of Avir were given preventative treatment for the bird flu 
in the Otto Wagner Hospital in Vienna - AFP reported that Panasonic Japan intended to bring back to Japan the families 
of many of its staff working around the world because of the threat of a bird flu pandemic. 


"Panasonic to fly home workers' families over bird flu fears 
Feb 9, 2009 


TOKYO (AFP) - Panasonic Corp. has ordered Japanese employees in some foreign countries to send their families 
home to Japan in preparation for a possible bird flu pandemic, a spokesman said Tuesday." 

The firm decided to take the rare measure "well ahead of possible confusion at the outbreak of a global pandemic," 
he said. 


Eight people have contracted the HSN1 bird flu virus in China alone this year - five of whom died. 


"The bird flu cases reported so far are infections from bird to human, but once an infection between human beings is 
reported, things can get chaotic with many other companies trying to bring back their employees," Kadota said. 


"We wanted to take action early before it gets difficult to book flight tickets," he said." 


Furthermore, I contend that Avir and Baxter planned to profit from their triggering a bird flu pandemic by sealing a 
contract in 2006 with the Austrian Health Ministry, led by then Health Minister Maria Rauch-Kallat, to supply 16 
million vaccine shots in the event of a bird flu pandemic being declared. 


In addition, I maintain that this ,laboratory incident" shows that national and international authorities are not able to 
fulfil their obligations to ensure the safety of the Austrian people. On the contrary, I maintain that the authorities are 
involved in trying to cover up this event. 


If a pharmaceutical company can breach laws - and almost trigger a bird flu pandemic, which could harm 99 per 
cent of the world's population - without being made accountable for it in any way, then there is, de facto, no rule of law 
on Austrian territory. 


As a result of the failure of the authorities to take action, those persons who were responsible for distributing the 
deadly pandemic virus are still sitting in the same positions in Baxter and Avir, and another such dangerous incident 
could happen anytime. 


255 


4. An Austrian pharmaceutical company supplied an anti-flu vaccine contaminated with the deadly virus 


Moreover, I maintain that the specific production system which Baxter has developed with help of US government bodies 
for producing a human vaccination to the bird flu - namely, the use of 1,200 liter bioreactors and vero cell technology - could 
meet the technical criteria to be classified as a secret dual purpose large-scale bioweapon production facility in as far as 
the production process would allow a huge amount of contaminated vaccine material to be produced rapidly. 


If contaminated material were added to the 1,200 liter bioreactors, it would replicate and infect the entire batch of 
vaccine material in the 1,200 liter tank. 


Contaminated material could be distributed among sections of the population using false labels and secretly marked 
batches and so infect millions of people. There is evidence that the Spanish Flu pandemic of 1918-1919 was started 
after US soldiers were given contaminated inoculations. 


I maintain that such a de facto covert dual purpose bioweapon production and delivery system could only be 
established on Austrian soil with the knowledge and support of persons in the highest offices in the Austrian Health 
Ministry and other Ministries and authorities who issued licences, permits and contracts without adequate controls. 


Also, I contend the establishment and now use of a bioweapon production facility in Austria could only happen with 
the knowledge and support of key people in the media. 


The general public has a right to be informed about this episode. 
Many Austrians, however, have heard nothing at all about this incident because there has been so little coverage of it 
in the media. 


They don't know that a vaccination, which the government will recommend everyone to take in the event of a bird 
flu pandemic and which has been pre-ordered in huge quantities using Austrian people's own tax money, is to be 
manufactured by the very same company that was responsible for almost triggering a bird flu pandemic this winter in 
the first place, namely Baxter. 


The way vaccine material was contaminated with bird flu raises the question of whether Austrians can be sure that 
any vaccinations they are given have been adequately tested. Even today we don't know precisely what was in the 
contaminated vaccine material, which Baxter sent out to 16 laboratories in Austria and abroad. 


We don't know which type of virus was in the contaminated material, if the virus was bio technically altered, and if 
so, what modifications were made. Every safeguard and control not only in Baxter and in Avir but also in the authorities 
have failed. 


We can't even be sure what is in Baxter's ordinary Ни vaccine shots if these are produced with equally few controls 
and checks. 


Whenever a number of people in various organisations act in concert to carry out a criminal plan and to cover up 
their tracks afterwards, then this activity falls under the category of organised crime. I maintain that this ,laboratory 
incident" and the subsequent cover up by the authorities and media has all the elements of international organised 
crime. 


If millions of Austrians were to die as a result of a pandemic virus and/or contaminated inoculations, then their assets, 
their savings, their houses, apartments, farms and companies would be easy to acquire by a crime syndicate that has 
infiltrated and annexed key government offices. Г, therefore, claim that the motivation for releasing this pandemic virus 
is one of classic robbery; if one arm of the international crime syndicate, after installing a covert bioweapon facility, 
releases a global pandemic virus, then the other financial arm of this same international crime syndicate can rob the 
assets of the victims around the globe as well as get greater control of the natural assets of any country, including water 
and agricultural land, natural assets that are increasingly valuable as global warming bites. 


Avir Green Hill Biotechnolgy AG is a biopharmaceutical company, headquartered in Vienna, Wáhring. 


As a resident of Vienna, Wáhring, I note that some of the violations that could have sparked a global bird flu 
pandemic occurred on the premises of Avir in the Gersthoferstr. 29-31, Vienna, Wáhring, between December 2008 and 
February 2009. 


A total of 18 laboratory staff belonging to Avir had to undergo preventative treatment for the bird flu and ordinary 
flu at the Otto Wagner Hospital in Vienna on February, 9th, 2009, because of their exposure as part of their work to the 
highly pathogenic bird flu virus. 


This indicates that, in the opinion of medical experts, there was a risk that the staff of Avir had contracted bird flu. 


That means that the 18 staff could have, unknowingly, acted as carriers of a pandemic virus into the population of a 
densely built up Vienna city district and in winter time. 


It needs to be stressed that the bird flu virus was developed in US military laboratories from 1995 onwards by 
researchers who reconstructed the genetic code of the Spanish Flu pandemic virus of 1918-1919. 
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According to a report in "Der Spiegel" from 05.10.2005 (US-Forscher beleben altes Killervirus von Markus Becker 
/US researchers resurrect old killer virus) the bird flu virus was reconstructed by Jeffrey K Taubenberger from the 
Armed Forces Institute of Pathology in Washington using lung tissue retrieved from victims of Spanish Flu from 1918- 
1919, which yielded pieces of the virus's genes. 


„От das vor acht Jahrzehnten verschwundene Virus der Spanischen Grippe wieder zum Leben zu erwecken, entnahm 
Taubenbergers Team mehreren Leichen Gewebeproben, unter anderem einer Frau, die 1918 im Dauerfrostboden von 
Alaska beerdigt worden war. Zusátzlich verwendeten sie in Formalin konserviertes Lungengewebe von anderen Opfern 
der Spanischen Grippe. 


In einem komplizierten Verfahren gelang es den Wissenschaftlern, den genetischen Code des extrem aggressiven 
HINI-Virus zu identifizieren und es im Labor zu reproduzieren. Die Mediziner stellten mit dem genetischen Code 
virusartige Genstränge her, sogenannte Plasmide. Diese wiederum wurden menschlichen Nierenzellen eingepflanzt. , 


So, using the argument that they need to find an antidote to the lethal bird flu virus, researchers have resurrected this 
lethal bird flu virus and created the danger in the first place. 


‚Reviving the Spanish Flu virus is a recipe for a catastrophe. It could put any attack using anthrax or the plague in 
the shade," said Jan van Aken, head of the German section of the Sunshine Project. 


In the summer of 2008, US researchers found that this newly reconstructed lethal bird flu virus could be mixed with 
ordinary human flu virus in laboratory conditions and so, in theory, could acquire easy human-to-human 
transmissibility. 


It was precisely this very virus mix of a lethal H5N1 bird flu virus and an ordinary human flu H3N2 virus that 
Baxter manufactured in its laboratory in Orth/Donau in December 2008, and then distributed via Avir to 16 laboratories 
in Austria and abroad employing fraudulent misrepresentation. 


The Canadian Press explains the issue: 


‚While H5N1 doesn't easily infect people, H3N2 viruses do. If someone exposed to a mixture of the two had been 
simultaneously infected with both strains, he or she could have served as an incubator for a hybrid virus able to transmit 
easily to and among people." 


According to media reports, Dr Rebecca Carley maintained in March 2009 that this was a deliberate attempt to start 
a pandemic. 


„Basically, they're trying to cause the pandemic. They have already stockpiled at least 250 million doses of the bird 
flu vaccine. The shelf life of that vaccine has a certain amount of time by which they'll have to throw it in the garbage. 
So they have to start the pandemic so that they can give the vaccines, which will then cause the bird flu pandemic...In 
fact, this is an associated press article that says that our government is reluctant to give bird flu vaccine to some of the 
rogue nations for fear they will use the vaccine as biological warfare. So when you actually look at what's out there, 
folks, it becomes crystal clear. This is genocide. This is population reduction. And it's happening right now." 

‚Well, let me also state that this is very intentional because the H5N1 bird flu virus is not actually able to be picked 
up by humans in a regular scenario. So by putting it with a regular human flu, they're intentionally causing it to create a 
hybrid virus. And this is how they're going to make the bird flu virus be contracted by the people because it's very 
virulent. And basically, the scenario that it creates is very disturbing. You actually bleed out into your lungs and 
suffocate on your own blood." 


The managers of Baxter and Avir are responsible for ensuring that biosecurity regulations are implemented. 


The management team of Avir is listed as Thomas Muster (CEO, CSO), Michael Tscheppe (CFO), Reinhard Zickler 
(COO), Andrej Egorov (Vice President Research), Rosemarie Dick-Gudenus (Vice President Development), Joachim 
Seipelt (Vice President Cooperations). On the Supervisory Board of Avir are Herbert Hild, Nikolaus Zacherl, Christian 
Mitteregger, and Gregor Medinger, 


The Board of Directors and CEOs of Baxter International Inc are listed on the company website at 
http://www. baxter.com/about_baxter/company_profile/company_leadership/index.html. 


According to a press release of 2008, MD Dr Hartmut Ehrlich, is the on the board of Baxter AG, Vice President, 
Global Research & Development Baxter BioScience as well as CEO of Baxter Innovations GmbH. Mag. Markus 
Reinhard, is on the board of Baxter AG, company spokesperson, Vice President for Operations Support and Human 
Resources at Baxter BioScience Europe and Global Research & Development as well as CEO of Baxter Innovations 
GmbH. 
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Claims against Baxter 


Specifically, Г assert that a person or persons in Baxter, unlawfully, wilfully and knowingly, 
manufactured and distributed a deadly pandemic virus 


a) by providing logistical help, support and authorisation for the manufacturing of a pandemic 
virus in Baxter's research laboratory in Orth/Donau in December 2008, specifically, by injecting the 
live bird flu H5N1 virus into human flu material, and in a large quantity; and 


b) by employing devices, schemes and artifices to subvert the Biosafety Level 3 regulations in 
place at the laboratory in Orth/Donau in order to get that same live bird flu pandemic virus, undetected, 
without being radiated, out of the high biosecurity facilities in January 2009; and 


c) by sending the live bird flu virus material through the post or by a courier to the premises of 
Avir by fraudulently concealing the true nature of the material from the carrier; and 


d) by falsely misrepresenting the dangerous live bird flu pandemic flu material as an ordinary 
vaccine material by employing the contrivance of affixing a label that failed to disclose the true 
nature of content to outside laboratory staff, who, on the basis of that information, then handled the 
live bird flu pandemic in such a way that increased the risk of their exposure to the disease-producing 
biological virus, and so that they had to be given preventative treatment against the bird flu and 
ordinary flu in the Otto Wagner Hospital in Vienna on February 9th; and 


e) by instructing their accomplice or accomplices at Avir to send on January 31st, by employing 
fraudulent concealment, the live bird flu pandemic material to 16 other laboratories in Austria and 
abroad, including to BioTest in the Czech Republic. Staff at BioTest tested the vaccine material on 
ferrets, which then died. The material delivered by Avir was tested and the presence of the dangerous 
live HSN1 bird flu virus detected. 13 members of BioTest staff who had contact with the virus for a 
almost a week as part of their work were treated preventatively for the bird flu; and 


f) for allowing those 13 staff belonging to BioTest to be examined in the capital 400 km away 
when they should have been examined in a medical centre closer to home; and 


g) for trying to cover up their role in the incident; Baxter has so far not issued any statement or 
given a full and detailed account of how the material came to be contaminated; and 


h) for seeking to profit from any bird flu pandemic they engineered by positioning themselves to 
produce at short notice 16 million "vaccination" shots by sealing contracts in advance in 2006 with 
the Austrian Health Ministry, led at that time by Health Minister Maria Rauch-Kallat; and 


i) for engaging in acts and practices to hinder scrutiny of their actions, also by employing the 
artifice of filing charges against themselves, thereby misusing a provision in the law whose 
overwhelming intent is to investigate a crime in order to escape just such an investigation. 


Claims against Avir 
I assert, specifically, a person or persons in the management/and or in other positions in Avir, 
unlawfully, wilfully and knowingly, distributed a deadly pandemic virus 


a) by providing logistics, support and authorisation for the taking into custody of a package from 
Baxter with a live bird flu pandemic flu virus at their premises in Vienna Währing at the end of 
December 2008; and 
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b) by misleading the rest of the staff at Avir as to the true facts of the situation by the continued 
false misrepresentation of the nature of the pandemic virus material and so increasing the likelihood 
of that the staff would expose themselves to and be infected by the live bird flu material. Eighteen 
staff belonging to Avir had to be treated preventatively for the bird flu in the Otto Wagner Hospital 
in Vienna on February 9th because of the risk that they had come in contact with the bird flu and 
human flu virus as part of their work, according to a press release. 


с) by subverting biosafety regulations in place designed to screen and control incoming packages 
to get the contaminated material undetected out of Avir's premises at the end of January. 


d) by sending the live bird flu pandemic material to 16 laboratories in Austria and abroad through 
the post or other courier services using false concealment on January 30th, 2009; and 


e) by falsely misrepresenting the live bird flu pandemic flu material as a routine, non-threatening 
human flu vaccination material to the staff of BioTest and other outside laboratories with the object of 
misleading them into thinking there was no danger to their life or health, and so tricking them into 
performing actions that increased the risk of their exposure and infection by the disease-producing 
microorganisms. Thirteen staff belonging to BioTest were given preventative treatment on February 
6th because of the risk that they had been infected by bird flu as part of their work; and 


f) for trying to cover up their role in the incident; and 


g) for positioning themselves to profit from the triggering of any pandemic through contracts 
with Baxter and other research laboratories. 


In the light of the fact that so little information about the incident has been released to the general 
public, I have had to reconstruct the timeline to this laboratory incident from media sources. 


According to a report, the authorities gave Baxter a green light to continue their operations after 
carrying out an inspection on February 16th. 


Until now none of the four main parties in Austria have issued a statement on the incident. 
According to the website of the Austrian Parliament, written questions were tabled to the 
Minister of Health by several members of parliament on March 20th. 


The questions "Silence over a serious laboratory incident involving flu vaccination material 
contaminated with HSN1" tabled by Member of Parliament were not answered as of April 6th 2009. 


One question is: "Can you rule out a threat to the Austrian population?" 


http://www.parlament.gv.at/PG/DE/XXIV/J/J_01437/pmh.shtml 
Written Questions to the Federal Government, that is to say, to the members composing the 
XXIV. Legislative period (of the past 30 days) 


СПЕСАД THE EVIDENGE-GON 


y; та 73 ur” Knowledge, Not Belief 


Andrew Johnson 
Lawsuit Against Manufacturers of the Avian Flu Virus Vaccine 


Check the Evidence, 28 June 2009 
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State of the Nation 


Jane Burgermeister 
Charges filed against Baxter and A vir 


State of the Nation // Birdflu666. — 13 April 2009 


I have filed criminal charges in Austria against Baxter and Avir Green Hills Biotechnology for 
producing and distributing contaminated bird flu vaccine material this winter, alleging that this was 
a deliberate act to cause a pandemic, and also to profit from that pandemic. 


Avir and Baxter AG are headquartered inside the Vienna City limits, where I live, and so fall 
within the jurisdiction of the Vienna City Prosecutor. 


In the paperwork I filed with the Vienna City Courthouse on Wednesday, April 8th, 2009, after 
consulting lawyers, I present evidence of intent to cause harm by Baxter and Avir, citing, among 
other things, the fact that Baxter uses Biosafety Level 3 regulations to prevent just such a contamination 
of ordinary flu with the bird flu virus. 


Also, I suggest that there are reasonable grounds for believing that Baxter is part of a secret 
bioweapons programme and that there are plans to release weaponised bird flu on the world’s 
population soon. 


Furthermore, I present evidence to support the notion that Baxter is a smaller entity operating 
within a bigger aggregate of entities that belong to an international organised crime group, which I 
maintain can be identified with the group known informally as “The Illuminati”. 


I allege there is evidence the US “Illuminati”-controlled government plans to release the bird flu 
on the US population in the near future, citing bird flu drills, FEMA camps, mass graves among 
other facts. 


Flowing from their obligations as a signatory to the UN Convention for the Punishment and 
Prevention of Genocide, I argue that Austrian courts are bound by law to prosecute any individuals 
or organisations when there is reasonable proof that they are involved in planning any genocide, 
including US officials. 


In an era of global crime organisations, I argue it is more necessary than ever that Austrian courts 
leverage international laws to protect the Austrian people as well as people all around the world 
against the bird flu and other threats, posed in particular by the “Illuminati” global racketeering 
influenced organised crime syndicate. 


As evidence for Baxter’s participation in a secret, black international bioweapons programme, 1 
cite reports that the “bird flu” virus was resurrected by US bioweapons scientists from the Spanish 
Flu virus in 1996 and also note that Baxter has patented a highly pathogenic bird flu virus mutation, 
something difficult to account for if Baxter is not doing research into weaponised bird flu strains. 


As evidence that Baxter deliberately manufactured and distributed the contaminated material, I 
note the way the Biosecurity Level 3 regulations were systematically subverted at Baxter’s facilities 
in Orth an der Donau. 
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I also note the reports in the media that the contaminated material was sent to 16 laboratories 
with a false or incorrect llabel as evidence of intent to deceive staff in outside laboratories into 
thinking they were handling relatively harmless material and into taking fewer precautions, so 
increasing their risk of being infected by the bird flu and acting as pandemic bird flu carriers into 
the general population. 


I argue the fact that at least 36 to 37 laboratory staff were treated preventatively for bird flu and 
normal flu in hospital underlines the danger that they could have been infected with the bird flu, and 
could have sparked a pandemic. 


In addition, I present arguments for classifying Baxter’s production facilities for the vaccination 
material for the bird flu — specifically the use of 1,200 liter bioreactors and vero cell technology — as a 
dual biological weapons programme. This is because it would allow a huge amount of contaminated 
vaccine material to be produced rapidly if any live bird flu virus material ever got into the bioreactor 
in the first place. 


I argue that the production and distribution of contaminated bird flu material by Baxter to 16 labs 
this winter showed that every safety control failed — and that another such a systematic 
“safeguards” failure cannot be ruled out again and nor can it be ruled out that contaminated material 
ends up in 1,200 liter bioreactors. I cite opinions that the Spanish Flu Pandemic of 1918-1919 was 
spread by contaminated vaccines. 


I contend that a motive for Baxter for sparking the pandemic is profit. 


In 2006, Baxter sealed a contract with the Austrian Health Ministry to supply 16 million doses of 
bird flu vaccines in the event of a “pandemic”. This action fits the pattern of deriving an income 
from illegal activities which is typical of an organised crime racket. 


[Note: The Austrian Health Minister who signed the deal with Baxter in 2006 is Maria Rauch- 
Kallat, the wife of Alfons Mensdorff-Pouilly, who was released from jail in Austria on April 3rd, 
2009, after being held in custody for five weeks in connection with bribery and money-laundering 
involving British weapons maker BAE systems. ] 


I also allege that the Austrian and international authorities are involved in a cover up. 


As evidence for the cover up, I cite the fact that no action has been taken by the authorities. Little 
to no information has been released to the public. 


While none of the political parties has made a statement, a few members of parliament apparently 
acting on their own tabled questions to the Austrian Health Minister on March 20th to obtain 
information. 


Questions tabled include: “Can a threat to the Austrian people be ruled out?” “What steps have 
been taken to stop a repeat?” 


In my charges, I argue that the people of Austria have a right to be fully informed about the 
incident and any investigation. 


I suggest the notion that Austria has a “state within a state” or a “secret army” , a group of agents 
who act on the orders of Illuminati and who have annexed key positions in Austrian government and 
authorities, and who provide cover that allows Baxter and Avir to operate more or less outside the law. 


I allege that persons in charge of the Austrian mainstream media are part of the cover up of this 
crime syndicate. The media in gross dereliction of its duty as the fourth estate to call organisations 
to account has been pretty much silent about the incident here in Austria. 


Because so few Austrians have heard about the way Baxter produced and sent out the pandemic 
material this winter, they will be more willing to allow themselves and also their children to be 
injected with a vaccine supplied by that same company Baxter in the event of a pandemic, I argue. 
The silence of the media is, therefore, I contend a necessary element in carrying out this crime. 
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Should millions of Austrians and Europeans die as a result of the bird flu pandemic and/or 
contaminated vaccine material, their homes, property, savings, farms, companies and other assets 
could fall to the state authorities controlled by organised crime, and so could be transferred into 
private hands with ease. 


I argue there is a robbery motive to the murder of millions of people throughout the world by 
use of weaponised bird flu. I present evidence that the “Illuminati” have planned the current global 
financial collapse to enrich themselves, and they are now using the relatively inexpensive and 
efficient weaponised bird flu as part of a pre meditated plan to eliminate huge numbers of their 
robbed victims before these can regroup and obtain retribution. 


If the international organised crime syndicate I designate as the “Illuminati” manage to kill 
millions or billions of people by unleashing a pandemic bird flu, they are in a position to take 
control not only of personal assets of their victims but also of natural resources of entire countries, 
resources that are increasingly valuable at a time of global warming, I argue. 


You can read the document I submitted to the prosecutor in German below. Some of the quotes 
are in English. ГП post up the English translation as soon as it’s ready. 


I would appreciate any information, articles or tips relevant to the bird flu case, so that I can 
submit these to the prosecutor to reinforce the case. 


As for the next step, I was told my file would be assigned a case number and allocated to a state 
prosecutor who will review the information and, if there is enough evidence of violations of laws, 
authorise criminal charges to be brought against Baxter and Avir. 


If you want to contribute or help out, contact me, Jane, at jmburgermeister © gmail.com. 


I would like to bring more such cases, also in other European countries, in a bid to reign in the 
crime spree. 
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Tools and Resources for Re-imagining Our 
Relationships with Each Other and the Earth 


Cont, 


Home Free GIS Free Shapefiles Free Maps Toxic Risk Google Earth Learn GIS Climate Change About 


Michael R. Meuser 


Baxter admits sending live avian flu viruses to subcontractor 
Baxter admits contaminated seasonal flu product contained live bird flu virus. 


Map Cruzin, 26 April 2009. 
The Canadian Press 27 February 2009 


The company that released contaminated flu virus material from a plant in Austria confirmed 
Friday that the experimental product contained live H5N1 avian flu viruses. 


And an official of the World Health Organization's European operation said the body is closely 
monitoring the investigation into the events that took place at Baxter International's research facility 
in Orth-Donau, Austria. 


"At this juncture we are confident in saying that public health and occupational risk is minimal at 
present," medical officer Roberta Andraghetti said from Copenhagen, Denmark. 


"But what remains unanswered are the circumstances surrounding the incident in the Baxter 
facility in Orth-Donau." 


The contaminated product, а mix of H3N2 seasonal flu viruses and unlabelled H5N1 viruses, was 
supplied to an Austrian research company. The Austrian firm, Avir Green Hills Biotechnology, then 
sent portions of it to sub-contractors in the Czech Republic, Slovenia and Germany. 


The contamination incident, which is being investigated by the four European countries, came to 
light when the subcontractor in the Czech Republic inoculated ferrets with the product and they died. 
Ferrets shouldn't die from exposure to human H3N2 flu viruses. 


Public health authorities concerned about what has been described as a "serious error" on Baxter's 
part have assumed the death of the ferrets meant the H5N1 virus in the product was live. But the 
company, Baxter International Inc., has been parsimonious about the amount of information it has 
released about the event. 


On Friday, the company's director of global bioscience communications confirmed what scientists 
have suspected. 


"It was live," Christopher Bona said in an email. 


The contaminated product, which Baxter calls "experimental virus material," was made at the 
Orth-Donau research facility. Baxter makes its flu vaccine - including a human H5NI vaccine for 
which a licence is expected shortly - at a facility in the Czech Republic. 


People familiar with biosecurity rules are dismayed by evidence that human H3N2 and avian 
H5NI viruses somehow co-mingled in the Orth-Donau facility. That is a dangerous practice that 
should not be allowed to happen, a number of experts insisted. 


Accidental release of a mixture of live H5N1 and H3N2 viruses could have resulted in dire 
consequences. 
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While Н5М1 doesnt easily infect people, H3N2 viruses do. If someone exposed to a mixture of the 
two had been simultaneously infected with both strains, he or she could have served as an incubator 
for a hybrid virus able to transmit easily to and among people. 


That mixing process, called reassortment, is one of two ways pandemic viruses are created. 
There is no suggestion that happened because of this accident, however. 


"We have no evidence of any reassortment, that any reassortment may have occurred," said 
Andraghetti. 


"And we have no evidence of any increased transmissibility of the viruses that were involved in 
the experiment with the ferrets in the Czech Republic." 


Baxter hasn't shed much light - at least not publicly - on how the accident happened. Earlier this 
week Bona called the mistake the result of a combination of "just the process itself, (and) technical 
and human error in this procedure." 


He said he couldn't reveal more information because it would give away proprietary information 
about Baxter's production process. 


Andraghetti said Friday the four investigating governments are co-operating closely with the 
WHO and the European Centre for Disease Control in Stockholm, Sweden. 


"We are in very close contact with Austrian authorities to understand what the circumstances of 
the incident in their laboratory were," she said. 


"And the reason for us wishing to know what has happened is to prevent similar events in the 
future and to share lessons that can be learned from this event with others to prevent similar events. 
... This is very important." 


Didn't find what you are looking for? We've been online since 1996 and have created 1000's of 
pages. Search below and you may find just what you are looking for. 
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Dnes.bgo 


Свински грип u B Европа, Обама май също е имал контакт с болен 


Dnes.bg, 27 април 2009, 14:05 


https://www.dnes.bg/world/2009/04/27/svinski-grip-i-v-evropa-obama-mai-syshto-e-imal-kontakt-s-bolen.70078 


Испанският министър Ha здравеопазването Тринидад Хименес съобщи, че в страната е 
установен първи случай на свински грип y мъж, който е пребивавал в Мексико, предаде АФП. 

"Изследванията на пациента в Алменса (Югоизточна Испания) за свински грип са 
положителни", заяви министърът на пресконференция. 

Това е първият потвърден случай в Европа. 

Броят на хората в Испания, които проявяват симптоми на заболяването, се е увеличил на 
около 20 души. 


Comments: 


Годината e 2006. Американската фармацевтична корпорация Бакстер подписва договор с 
Австрия за разпространение на антигрипна ваксина. <...> 

Първоначално публикавано от научната група PROMED съобщение е, че антигрипната 
ваксина на Бакстер "случайно" е замърсена не само с H5N1 щам на обикновения грип, HO и C 
живи вируси от типа "птичи грип" - смъртоносния H3N2. Казано накратко, не било ваксина, а 
било зараза. И то не каква да е, а кръстоска между обикновен грип със смъртоносен щам. 
Тази ваксина била пробутана в Австрия, Словакия и Чехия. Освен там била подготвена за 
доставка на още 18 страни. 
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Steve Watson 


Lawsuit Charges Baxter Used Dangerous 
Ingredients In Vaccines To Increase Profits 


Prison Planet, April 30, 2009 


A scandal dating from January 2008, that is continuing to unfold, raises more disturbing questions 
over the safety of U.S. pharmaceutical company Baxter International’s vaccines. 


Last year Baxter recalled almost all of its injections of the blood thinning heparin drug in the US 
after some patients experienced extreme - and in some cases fatal - allergic reactions, after being 
administered the products. 


There were similar recalls by other manufacturers of Chinese-sourced heparin in Denmark, Italy, 
France Germany and Japan, but initial investigations found that only Baxter’s heparin vaccines 
were tainted. 


The FDA has accused two Chinese manufacturers of being responsible for the production and 
shipment of the tainted vaccines, suggesting that a cheaper synthetic heparin mimic, subsequently 
identified as over-sulfated chondroitin sulfate (OSCS), was used to decrease costs. 


However, in January 2009 a new lawsuit was filed specifically against Baxter for it’s role in the 
scandal. 


The allegation is that the pharmaceutical giant purposefully altered an ingredient in heparin that 
flowed through heparin syringes to patients, resulting in pain and suffering, and sometimes death, to 
those affected, reported legal website Lawyers and Settlements 


Somewhat ironically, the natural ingredient in heparin that was substituted in order to cut costs 
was a substance extracted from cooked swine intestines. 


The lawsuit notes that OSCS is not found in nature, and is not approved in the United States. It 
accuses Baxter of using a more dangerous ingredient to “reap greater profits as a result of utilizing 
cheap component parts.” 


As we reported earlier this week, Baxter has been chosen by the WHO to head up efforts to 
produce a vaccine for the Mexican swine flu that is spreading throughout the U.S. and Europe. 


The decision was made despite further revelations last month that vaccines contaminated with 
deadly live H5N1 avian flu virus were recently distributed to 18 countries by a lab at an Austrian 
branch of Baxter. 


Initially, the company attempted to stonewall questions by invoking “trade secrets” and refused 
to reveal how the vaccines were contaminated with H5N1. After increased pressure they then 
claimed that pure HSN1 batches were sent by accident. 


However, as we have highlighted, the probability of mixing a live virus biological weapon with 
vaccine material by accident is virtually impossible. 
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Yu Tanaka 
The Wartime Regime of Swine Flu 


Tanaka News, 30 April 2009 
https://tanakanews.com/090430swineflu.php 
https://www.ctvnews.ca/how-were-bird-flu-viruses-sent-to-unsuspecting-labs- 1.374153 
https://www.infonews.co.nz/news.cfm?id=36258 
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outsidermedia 


Obviňuji Vás z přípravy masové vraždy! (I) 


Outsider Media, 3 May 2009 


První část dopisu rakouské novinářky Jane Burgermeister generální ředitelce WHO (Světové 
zdravotnické organizace). Tato novinářka již podala žalobu na firmu Baxter pro podezření ze snahy 
o rozpoutání pandemie. O tomto případu jsme vás již informovali v březnu tohoto roku. 


KKK 


From: Jane Burgermeister (jmburgermeister @ gmail.com) 
Date: April 25, 2009 


Subject: Obvinění připravované proti dr. M. Chan a WHO pro zločin masové vraždy 


Vážená paní doktorko Margaret Chan, 


zasílám tento email, abych Vás informovala o svém záměru podat v pondělí 27. 4. soudní žalobu 
proti Vám i ostatním zaměstnancům WHO a spojených organizací kvůli vašemu podílu na tom, že 
byla světová populace vystavena riziku pandemického viru, který Бу mohl zabít miliardy lidí, a to 
dle zákona o boji proti zločinu organizovanému mezinárodními gangsterskými skupinami a rovněž 
dle konvence Spojených národů o prevenci a trestání genocidy. 


Jako veřejný činitel, který je zaměstnán v mezinárodní organizaci ve funkci generální ředitelky 
Světové zdravotnické organizace se sídlem v Ženevě, máte jako povinnost a součást své náplně 
práce jednat vždy tak, abyste byla strážcem zdraví světové populace, zvláště předcházet „zneužití“ 
vyhlášení pandemie organizacemi, společnostmi, vládními orgány nebo jinými celky, které mají v 
úmyslu vypustit pandemický virus a poté získat pomocí programu všeobecné plošné vakcinace 
zamořeným materiálem politické a ekonomické výhody z masové vraždy. 


Zprávy médií ukazují, že vaše organizace zneužívá svou organizační strukturu, personál a služby, 
aby zveličovala nebezpečí viru prasečí chřipky, a tím ospravedlnila právě takové plošné očkování 
nevyzkoušenou a neotestovanou vakcínou. WHO poprvé v dějinách nařídila všem svým členům, aby 
nepřetržitě obsluhovali „Místnost pro kontrolu pandemie“ jako reakci na včera v médiích ohlášené 
případy prasečí chřipky, a je bezprostředně připravena vyhlásit „pandemii“. Tato „Místnost pro 
kontrolu pandemie“ je zřízena za účelem sledování šíření pandemického viru, a tudíž je vybavena 
superpočítači napojenými na veškeré bezpečnostní síly vlád členských států Spojených národů. Tato 
„Mistnost pro kontrolu pandemie“ je místem, odkud vzejdou veškerá prohlášení o „pandemii“, a já 
bych byla vděčná, kdybyste mohla zveřejnit seznam lidí, kteří pracují v této kontrolní místnosti. 


Když WHO totiž vyšle takovéto „prohlášení“ presidentu Obamovi, budou po celé zemi rozmístěny 
jednotky FEMA a DHS (bezpečnostní síly), tzv. „Protipandemické oddily“. Guvernérům všech států 
USA bude sděleno, že budou do praxe zavedena opatření zákona Model State Emergency Health 
Powers Act (MSEHPA). To znamená, že všichni Američané musí souhlasit s plošnou vakcinací, 
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jinak budou obvinéni z hrdelního zločinu. Nebylo by lepší, doktorko Chanová, abyste prostě požádala 
lidi, kteří to odmítnou, aby nosili chirurgickou roušku, pokud je zde opravdu reálné nebezpečí 
pandemie? Proč činit nátlak na vakcinaci pod hrozbou zastřelení? Zákon praví, že každý, kdo odmítne 
očkování anebo se staví proti nucenému přemístění do připravených „karanténních zařízení“, může 
být vystaven „legální“ střelbě a může být zabit. (Ospravedlněné „smrtelné donucení“). 


Jste si jistě vědoma těchto skutečností. Je to tak krutý scénář, že Vy ve svém postavení veřejného 
činitele musíte mít pádné důkazy, že se jedná o extrémní nebezpečí pro lidskou populaci a musíte mít 
ověřené a nepochybné zdůvodnění, že Vaše akce budou skutečně zaměřeny proti této hrozbě, a že je 
dobrý důvod, proč prostě nedoporučíte nosit chirurgickou masku lidem, kteří se nechtějí nechat očkovat. 


Zprávy médií naznačují, že nový kmen prasečí chřipky je uměle vytvořená kombinace, která 
obsahuje geny ptačí, lidské a prasečí chřipky z několika různých kontinentů. Existují tedy důvody, 
které nás mohou vést k domněnce, že pochází z nějaké laboratoře, a to spíše z laboratoře na výrobu 
biologických zbraní. Nebylo by pro WHO lepší, aby poskytla odbornou pomoc při vyšetřování 
laboratoře, která vyrobila a vypustila tento syntetický virus, a poté ji pohnala před soud? Neměla by 
raději lidem doporučit nosit roušky, než vyhlašovat plošný očkovací plán? Podle níže uvedené 
zprávy Fox News je vaše hodnocení nebezpečí této prasečí chřipky mnohem více pesimistické než 
hodnocení CDC (Americké centrum pro kontrolu nemocí), jež doporučuje pouze obvyklá opatření. 
Jak to vysvétlite? 


Jak vysvětlíte, že jste již označili tolik smrtelných případů, zatímco mexická vláda potvrdila pouze 
16 úmrtí způsobených tímto kmenem chřipky? O jaký vědecký podklad se opírá toto vaše určení 
počtu úmrtí? Používáte k tomu správnou metodu? Můžete u soudu dokázat, že užíváte správnou 
metodu, a že prosté doporučení lidem, aby nosili operační roušky, není dostačující? 


Upozorňuji vás, že nový kmen prasečí chřipky se objevil zároveň v Mexiku a Americe, a to za 
„záhadných okolností“, což také ukazuje na úmyslné, plánované a koordinované vypouštění umělých, 
v laboratoři syntetizovaných virů. Neměli byste raději vyšetřovat tuto „tajemnou příhodu“? Zahájili 
jste nějaké vyšetřování? Koho vyšetřujete? Uveďte podrobnosti, prosím. 


WHO je povinna využít všechny ostatní postupy dříve, než vyhlásí pandemii a zahájí plošné 
očkování, a proto je Vaší úřední povinností vědět, že v roce 1976 muselo být americkou vládou 
zrušeno plošné očkování proti prasečí chřipce, protože přibývalo důkazů, že jeho rizika pro veřejnost 
jsou větší než riziko skutečné prasečí chřipky. Vzhledem k tomuto precedentu z roku 1976 jste 
obzvláště povinna se ujistit, že pod vaší záštitou nebude předčasně vyhlášena pandemie a nebude 
provedeno žádné plošné očkování, pokud nebude ohrožena široká veřejnost a potvrzena vysoká 
kvalita a bezpečnost použitých vakcin. Musíte také prokázat, že doporučení nosit operační roušku 
není funkční alternativou při obraně před jakoukoliv údajnou рапдети. 


Jsem přesvědčena, že neplníte své povinnosti tím, že 
a) neposkytujete veřejnosti přesné informace o ohrožení, které pro ně představuje prasečí chřipka 


b) jste se neujistila, zda předčasné vyhlášení pandemie nebude záminkou k rychlému šíření 
zamořených nebo závadných vakcin, které by mohly vést ke smrti či poškození lidí, jak se již událo 
v roce 1976 


Jako veřejný činitel, jehož náplní práce je у současné době vyšetřování firem Baxter a Аут, 
zapletených do úniku pandemického materiálu s virem ptačí chřipky v Rakousku, jste povinna plně 
si uvědomovat okolnosti tohoto případu a role, kterou farmaceutická společnost, jmenovitě Baxter, 
hrála v tom, že byla téměř spuštěna pandemie. Měla byste také vědět o trestních oznámeních, která 
jsem 8. dubna 2009 v této věci podala u vídeňské městské prokuratury proti Baxteru a dalším 
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subjektům, včetně WHO, a jež jsou dostupná na blogu. Referenční centrum WHO poskytlo společnosti 
Baxter mimořádně smrtící divoký typ ptačí chřipky, kterým byla v konečném důsledku zamořena 
očkovací látka proti běžné lidské chřipce, jež byla poté distribuována do šestnácti laboratoří v 
Rakousku, České republice, Slovinsku a Německu pod falešným označením, a tak se ptačí chřipka 
mohla dle hodnocení expertů a médií v minulém zimním období rozšířit na pandemii. Viry namíchané 
v laboratoři mohly způsobit pandemii (6. března 2009) 
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/4230882.cms. 


Je jasné, že v této kauze Baxter lze vidět dobře rozeznatelnou vazbu mezi WHO а únikem 
pandemické vakciny s virem ptačí chřipky v Evropě. Podle zpráv provádí WHO vyšetřování, jež 
má zjistit jakou roli měly společnosti Baxter a Avir při výrobě a distribuci této látky, ale doposud 
nebyly veřejnosti sděleny žádné výsledky tohoto vyšetřování, ani vydána doporučení ke zpřísnění 
bezpečnostních pravidel pro laboratoře, které pracují s vysoce patogennímy viry ptačí chřipky. Proč? 


Tvrdím, že Vaše selhání při vedení úplného a detailního vyšetřování tohoto případu, a také při 
zveřejnění závěrů a vydání jasných doporučení k tomu, aby se předešlo opakování takových incidentů, 
je nejenom selháním ve výkonu vašich povinností veřejného činitele, ale také důkaz Vaší účasti při 
zakrývání skutečného původce pandemického viru, jímž je právě referenční centrum WHO. V mém 
trestním oznámení, podaném 8. dubna vídeňské prokuratuře, obviňují firmu Baxter, že se pokoušela 
úmyslně spustit pandemii s cílem vydělat na tom tím, že měla dopředu uzavřené lukrativní smlouvy 
na dodávku vakcin proti ptačí chřipce s rakouským ministerstvem zahraničí z roku 2006, především 
smlouvu uzavřenou s rakouskou ministryní zdravotnictví Marií Rauch-Kallatovou, která obsahovala 
dodávku 16 milion očkovacích dávek v případě, že WHO vyhlásí pandemii ptačí chřipky. 
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outsidermedia 


Obviňuji Vás z přípravy masové vraždy! (II) 


Outsider Media, 4 May 2009 


V Německu je povinné očkování proti ptačí chřipce, které zajišťuje vyšší zisky farmaceutickým 
společnostem, navíc k tomu 1 motivaci pro spuštění pandemie, protože by z toho tyto společnosti 
měly zisk. Také je to motivací pro přehnaný nátlak na členy WHO, aby vyhlásili pandemii bez 
patřičného důvodu. S odvoláním na zákony proti vyděračsky působícím zločineckým organizacím 
jsem se snažila dokázat, že do vedoucích funkcí v organizacích, jako je například WHO, byli 
infiltrovány zločinecké živly, které v současnosti napomáhají další kriminální činnosti, jež zahrnuje 
loupežné vraždy, jež jsou maskovány jako tajné programy vývoje biologických zbraní. Výsledkem 
takové činnosti firmy Baxter bylo, že nejméně 35 lidí v Rakousku a ČR muselo dostat preventivní 
ochranu proti ptačí 1 běžné lidské chřipce у nemocnici. To znamená, že podle profesionálního 
mínění zdravotnického personálu existovalo skutečné, hmatatelné a specifické ohrožení zdraví 
těchto osob od materiálu kontaminovaného Baxterem a WHO, takže bylo okamžitě přikročeno 
k podání účinných léků. 


Zjistila jsem, že personál v české laboratoři, který se dostal do kontaktu se zamořenou vakcinou 
společnosti Baxter, a který o tom poprvé informoval 6. února, byl přemístěn do karantény. Jestliže 
je skutečností, že tento incident se stal jen před několika týdny, a vaše organizace je v něm zapojena 
tím, že dodala smrtící kmen viru ptačí chřipky a vyšetřuje tento případ, je vaší povinností uvědomit 
51 všechny podrobnosti, obvinění ze zločinných pohnutek, argumenty 1 protiargumenty pro tato 
obvinění, protože existuje mnoho analogií k tomuto novému případu “prasečí chřipky," mimo jiné 
uměle vytvořená struktura a záhadné objevení se nákazy na dvou místech zároveň. 


A dále, měli byste být informováni o té skutečnosti, že Baxter používá režim zabezpečení 
Biosafety třetího stupně, у němž je náhodná kontaminace vysoce patogenního smrtelného kmene 
viru ptačí chřipky, který jste jim poslali ze svého referenčního centra, s humánním virem chřipky 
prakticky nemožná. 


Musíte také vědět o výzkumu Jeffrey K. Taubenbergera z Department of Molecular Pathology, 
Armed Forces Institute of Pathology (Oddělení molekulární patologie Armádního patologického 
ústavu), který se zabýval viry ptačí chřipky, a zvláště o jeho rekonstrukci smrtícího kmene ptačí 
chřipky z genetického materiálu získaného z obětí pandemie španělské chřipky v letech 1918 — 1919. 
Přestože mnoho vědců a nevládních organizací vydalo varování, že vzkříšení tohoto smrticiho viru 
je nebezpečné pro veřejnost, WHO byla jedním z největších zastánců toho, aby se pokračovalo ve 
výzkumu tohoto bioinženýrsky získaného viru a „protilátek“ proti němu, přičemž se utratily miliony 
dolarů daňových poplatníků na výzkum a preventivní programy. 


Musíte vědět, že loni v létě tento vědec zveřejnil ve vědeckém časopise důkaz, jenž prokazuje, že 
se ptačí chřipka může smísit s virem lidské chřipky v laboratorních podmínkách. Jistě také máte 
informace o probíhajícím vyšetřování zločinu v Polsku, v němž jde o smrt bezdomovců poté, kdy 
byli loni v létě naočkování doktory a zdravotními sestrami. Z těchto důvodů tvrdím, že je dostatek 
důkazů z veřejných zdrojů, jež ukazují, že farmaceutické společnosti, vládní organizace 1 další 
činitelé vědomě a úmyslně vytvářejí pandemické látky virové povahy, a jak jsme viděli v minulém 
zimním období v Rakousku, uvolňují je do populace, a přitom se pokoušejí skrýt svoji odpovědnost. 
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Kdybyste Vy a WHO v tuto chvíli vyhlásili pandemii kvůli prasečí chřipce v USA, a kdyby lidé 
začali umírat v přímém důsledku s plošnou vakcinací, kterou zahájíte, a kdyby přitom existovaly 
závažné důkazy o škodách a zdravotním poškození lidí v přímé souvislosti s plošným očkováním, 
které jste zahájili, jak se to stalo v roce 1976, mohlo by se stát, že nebudete obviněna pouze z přípravy 
masové vraždy, ale z jejího uskutečnění. Kromě toho, pokud jsem byla informována, Světová 
zdravotnická organizace publikovala studii, posuzující hospodářský dopad pandemického viru. 


Pokud Vy, jako součást tohoto úřadu pomáháte zločineckým organizacím, které ovládly vysoké 
státní úřady proto, aby mohly provádět své zločiny, iniciovat a poté vyhlásit pandemii, jež rozvrátí 
hospodářství, potom Vy, další vedoucí představitelé pracující pro WHO s úředním pověřením, i WHO 
sama jako organizace, by se mohli zodpovídat nejen z obvinění za trestné činy, ale také za škody 
vyplývající z hromadných žalob podaných nejen občany USA, ale i občany či společnostmi z celého 
světa, kteří zjistili, že jejich příjmy poklesly jako přímý důsledek pandemie, která byla takto 
rozpoutána, a také jí následujících hospodářských potíží. 


Pokud dojde k vyhlášení epidemie ze strany WHO a hromadným úmrtím, která budou způsobena 
plošným očkováním, předpovídám situaci, že Vy a WHO budete čelit tisícům trestních oznámení a 
hromadných žalob. Tvrdím, že způsob, jakým jste se chovali v kauze Baxter je důkazem, že jste 
nejednala ve veřejném zájmu, jak Vám to ukládá funkce, kterou vykonáváte, ale ve skutečnosti jste 
podporovala skryté zločinné zájmy spočívající v iniciaci pandemie a zneužití jejího vyhlášení 
k tomu, aby byly získány politické a finanční výhody pro skupinu, kterou oznaéuji jako Zločinný 
gang iluminátú (Iluminati crime gang). 


Vyhlášení pandemie ze strany Světové zdravotnické organizace dává přímé politické, finanční 1 
jiné výhody živlům v americké vládě, zvláště těm, které označuji jako Zločinný gang iluminátů, NWO, 
CIA a zednářů, proti nimž se připravuje stíhání za protizákonné mučení na Guantanámu, které je 
v rozporu s americkým 1 mezinárodním právem, zvláště Donalda Rumsfelda (jenž má finanční vazby 
na výrobce protichřipkového léku Tamiflu), Richarda Cheneyho a Alberta Gonzalese. Vyhlášení 
stanného práva pomůže každému obviněnému z protiprávního mučení, aby se vyhnul stíhání v USA, 
ačkoliv kauza probíhá ve Španělsku. 


Tvrdím, že vědomě a úmyslně zneužíváte svoji úřední moc ředitelky WHO, abyste pomohla těmto 
iluminátúm dosáhnout politických a finančních cílů. Tvrdím, že dnes existují důkazy, že úmyslně 
dezinformujete o nákaze prasečí chřipkou, jež údajně začala včera, abyste zveličila nebezpečí 
pandemie za účelem ospravedlnit plošné očkování, přičemž ignorujete a potlačujete informace, které 
označují takovou reakci jako neadekvátní riziku. A na závěr, Vás žádám, abyste mi do pondělí 27. 
dubna, do 10 hodin SEČ poskytla následující dokumentaci v podobě příloh emailu, odkazů, právních 
informací atd. tak, abych je mohla posoudit před tím, než podám další trestní oznámení v této věci. 


Zvláště Vás žádám o to, abyste mi sama nebo prostřednictvím svých podřízených poslala: 


a) Vědecké studie, o vakcinách, jež hodláte použít k plošné vakcinaci populace v USA, jež podají 
Jasné důkazy z respektovaných vědeckých kruhů, o tom, že proběhly klinické testy, jejichž výsledky 
byly publikovány v prestižních vědeckých časopisech, a jež jednoznačně potvrzují jejich bezpečnost. 


b) Informace o genových sekvencích prasečí chřipky, které WHO doposud zjistila u obětí nákazy 
v Mexiku a Spojených státech 


c) Informace o tom, které společnosti nasmlouvaly s WHO dodávky vakcin proti prasečí chřipce, 
jejich termíny a dohodnuté podmínky, včetně garance kvality a cenových ujednání. 


d) Detailní rozpis všech bezpečnostních procedur a nezávislých dobrozdání, jimiž WHO 
zaručuje, že veškeré očkování splňuje uznávané standardy bezpečnosti a kvality. 
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е) Dokumenty prokazující, ze máte patřičnou pravomoc vyhlásit у případě prasečí chřipky 
pandemii a přinutit násilím celou populaci, aby se nechala očkovat ve formě právních ustanovení, 
směrnic apod. 


Pošlete mi, prosím, všechny tyto dokumenty jako přílohy mailu. Pokud nestihnete pondělní termín, 
budu v mém podání k soudu tvrdit, že nemáte takové dokumenty. Zádám Vás, abyste se ujistila, že 
jste si ponechala kopii mailu, který mi pošlete, takže budete moci doložit soudu, že: 


a) Máte všechna náležitá oprávnění a dokumenty 


b) Držíte je v rukou dostupné pro veřejný dohled a zběžné nahlédnutí v situaci ohrožení, což je 
Vaší povinností veřejného činitele 
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Age of Autism 


John Stone 


A Lethal Mixture: Swine and Bird Flu. 
Can We Trust Baxter, GSK and the WHO? 


Age of Autism, 17 May 2009, at 08:15 PM 


The most recent paroxysm in the swine flu saga begs some interesting questions which scarcely 
ought to be swept aside. Last week veteran Australian scientist, Adrian Gibbs, author of 250 peer 
review studies raised the issue whether H1N1 virus could have been created in a lab error. Of course, 
denials were rapid. ABC News reported (HERE.) 


“Technically it's plausible but not likely," (said) Christopher Ohl, an associate professor of 
medicine at Wake Forest University School of Medicine, and a specialist in infectious diseases. 

“In this case I'm not concerned that this virus represents anything other than a naturally occurring 
mixture of viruses happening in nature," concluded Dr. Julie Gerberding, an infectious disease expert 
and the former director of the CDC... 


“Regardless of the validity of Gibb's claims, he and several experts say that just bringing the idea 
of laboratory security to the public's attention is important. 

“There are lives at risk," Gibbs said. "The sooner this idea gets out, the better." 

“In 2001, foot-and-mouth disease led to the slaughter of more than 6 million animals, all after a 
vial went missing from a research laboratory in the United Kingdom. 

“Since then, however, experts said lab security and regulations have been getting tighter and better. 

“Laboratories have a lot of security from having this happen, and it's very unlikely," Ohl said of 
the new theory about swine flu's origin.” 


But have things improved since 2001? 

Probably the scariest story this year has so far been overlooked by the media at large. On February 
27 an article appeared in the Toronto Sun by Helen Branwell, ‘Baxter: Product contained live bird 
flu virus’ (HERE.) 


“The company that released contaminated flu virus material from a plant in Austria confirmed 
Friday that the experimental product contained live H5N1 avian flu viruses. “And an official of the 
World Health Organization’s European operation said the body is closely monitoring the 
investigation into the events that took place at Baxter International’s research facility in Orth- 
Donau, Austria. 


““At this juncture we are confident in saying that public health and occupational risk is minimal at 
present,” medical officer Roberta Andraghetti said from Copenhagen, Denmark. 


“But what remains unanswered are the circumstances surrounding the incident in the Baxter 
facility in Orth-Donau.” 
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“The contaminated product, a mix of H3N2 seasonal flu viruses and unlabelled HSN1 viruses, 
was supplied to an Austrian research company. The Austrian firm, Avir Green Hills Biotechnology, 
then sent portions of it to sub-contractors in the Czech Republic, Slovenia and Germany. 


“The contamination incident, which is being investigated by the four European countries, came 
to light when the subcontractor in the Czech Republic inoculated ferrets with the product and they 
died. Ferrets shouldn’t die from exposure to human H3N2 flu viruses...” 


According to science columnist Mark Henderson writing in the London Times on May 4, the real 
danger from the new swine flu virus НІМІ would be if it combined with the previous big viral scare, 
avian flu H5NI: 


"The biggest worry would be if a person or a pig became infected with both swine flu and H5N1 
avian flu at the same time. As the former is highly transmissible but does not appear to be particularly 
lethal, while the latter is highly virulent but does not spread easily, a reassortment between the two 
could generate a very dangerous strain." 


Of course, it would not be wise on its own to take anything Henderson says too seriously, bearing in 
mind his boss is a director of pharmaceutical giant GlaxoSmithKline (HERE) and he is associated 
with the pharmaceutical lobby organisation Sense About Science (HERE.) However, bearing in 
mind the Toronto Sun story of February it is not exactly encouraging that WHO and the CDC have 
chosen Baxter as well as GlaxoSmithKline to develop a vaccine against HIN1 (HERE.) 


So many aspects of these stories are not re-assuring. There have been no further reports on the 
Baxter bird flu fiasco since February, which at best sounds like criminal negligence of a high order 
— meanwhile the WHO and CDC remain silent. Health officials have failed to deny that the swine 
flu virus could have been created in a laboratory, but merely claim that such a security lapse is 
unlikely, when we know a much worse one occurred within the last 3 months. And Julie Gerberding, 
out-going director of CDC, fails to deny that swine flu is man-made but only tells us that she is “not 
concerned". 

John Stone, based in London, is a Contributing Editor to Age of Autism. 
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Austrian Minister confirms Baxter investigation 


Waken News, 20 May 2009 


http://wakenews.net/Hinausschrift_BMG-92400_0049-I_B_8_2009_20.05.2009_Burgermeiste 
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Fax: 
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St6805/ Jane BURGERMEISTER betr. Anzeige gg Baxter (Vogelgrippe) 


Sehr geehrte Frau Burgermeister! 


Das Bundesministerium fiir Gesundheit bestátigt den Erhalt und die Kenntnisnahme Ihres 
e-mails an den Herrn Bundesminister Stoger vom 26. April 2009. Ihre Anzeige bei der 
Staatsanwaltschaft Wien wird durch diese bearbeitet werden. 

Mit freundlichen ОтаВеп 

Fiir den Bundesminister: 


Dr. Sylvia Fúszl 


RadetzkystraBe 2, 1031 Wien | http://www.bmg.gv.at | post@bmg.gv.at | DVR: 2109254 | UID: ATU57161788 


276 


4. An Austrian pharmaceutical company supplied an anti-flu vaccine contaminated with the deadly virus 


е Tools and Resources for Re-imagining Our 
MaptCruzin af y Relationships with Each Other and the Earth 


Home Free GIS Free Shapefiles Free Maps Toxic Risk Google Earth Learn GIS Climate Change About 


Viral Pandemic Н5М1 По threat 
Baxter contaminates European labs by error 


Map Cruzin, 30 May 2009 // LifeGen.de, 25 February 2009 


It could be a Hollywood Worst Case Thriller, but it 15 real: 


According to the scientific network PROMED, Baxter International Inc. in Austria "unintentionally 
contaminated samples with the bird flu virus that were used in laboratories in 3 neighboring 
countries, raising concern about the potential spread of the deadly disease". As PROMED reports, 
the contamination has been discovered when ferrets at a laboratory in the Czech Republic died after 
being inoculated with vaccine made from the samples early this month. "The material came from 
Deerfield, Illinois-based Baxter, which reported the incident to the Austrian Ministry of Health, 
Sigrid Rosenberger, a ministry spokeswoman, said today in a telephone interview", the network- 
alert-system 15 quoting. "This was infected with a bird Пи virus,” Rosenberger said. "There were 
some people from the company who handled it." There are severe signs that the long expected 
pandemic avian influenza could be on its way to conquer the world - even without Baxter's error 
driven help. by Vlad Dan Georgescu and Marita Vollborn 


First deaths in Asia concern little children, which from virological point of view 15 a rather new 
aspect, and could be the evidence for a new spread. While scientists expect this pandemic to happen 
in the near future, the new President should also stay alert: A coming influenza pandemic would 
deteriorate the global economy even without financial crisis, recession — or Baxter. 


Evidence for the global threat comes from China, where a 2 year old girl has been confirmed to 
be infected with bird flu in the northern Shanxi Province, as government officials said last Saturday. 
The child was found Ш on 7th of January in the central Hunan province - the little patient still 15 in 
critical condition. According to the test result of the Chinese Center for Disease Control and Prevention, 
the girl had been tested positive for the HSN1 strain of avian influenza. 


On the other site of the globe, the Ministry of Health and Population of Egypt announced a new 
human case of avian influenza A(H5N1) virus infection last week, the case being a 21 month old 
girl Kerdasa District. 


“Infection with the HSN1 avian influenza virus was diagnosed by PCR at the Egyptian Central 
Public Health Laboratory and subsequently confirmed by the U. S. Naval Medical Research Unit 
No. 3 (NAMRU-3) laboratories”, reports the special wire PROMED. According to PROMED, 
investigations into the source of her infection indicate a recent history of contact with sick and dead 
poultry - 23 similar cases in Egypt have been fatal up to date. 


Old Europe as leading research power? 


Given such facts, Mr. Obama should follow European research policy: European research on 
vaccine development for pandemic influenza has been financed since 2001 by the European Union. 
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Early projects worked to develop an egg-free vaccine, which 15 faster and safer to produce, along 
with innovative application techniques. Research is now underway with the objectives of fighting the 
disease at the source (infected birds) and protecting human populations through pandemic influenza 
vaccines. Future EU research will improve vaccine efficiency by adding adjuvants, substances that 
boost the body’s immune response to vaccine antigen. Additionally, research teams are currently 
focused on developing a universal flu vaccine that could provide a lifetime of protection from influenza. 


Latest surveillance data coming through the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
(ECDC) from virologists and clinicians indicates that the influenza A(H3N2) virus 15 the predominant 
strain in Europe so far this season (2008/2009). Based on the data published by ECDC the pharma- 
ceutical company Roche confirms that the oral antiviral Tamiflu (oseltamivir) 15 fully active against 
influenza A(H3N2) and influenza B, which currently comprise 94 percent of circulating viruses in 
Europe this year. Tamiflu resistance reported in the 2008-2009 influenza seasons is confined to 
HINI. No resistance has been seen with other circulating seasonal viruses - H3N2 and influenza B. 


"Recent media reporting has elevated awareness of the НІМІ seasonal resistance seen this year 
in the United States and the Far East. However, in Europe the picture is different with H3N2 being 
the dominant strain so far. The circulating H3N2 viruses, which often cause a more severe illness 
than HINI, are sensitive to oseltamivir, which means that oseltamivir will be active against the vast 
majority of influenza infections in Europe this season, if current trends continue," comments Prof 
Albert Osterhaus, Head of Virology, Erasmus Medical Centre, Rotterdam. "It is important that 
doctors understand that oseltamivir remains an effective treatment for patients across Europe." 


Flu alert for the new President 


However, the situation in the United States is more alerting, according to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC). A new University of Colorado at Boulder study showed the 
resistance of the avian flu virus to a major class of antiviral drugs "is increasing through positive 
evolutionary selection, with researchers documenting the trend in more than 30 percent of the 
samples tested", as the scientists report. Even if the expected influenza pandemic did not start yet, 
there is no doubt about the comeback of the lethal virus: The first Pandemic Influenza occurred in 
three waves in the United States - exactly 90 years ago, between 1918 and 1919. 
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Pandemic = 
Timeline ЩЕ 


Charges filed against WHO, UN, others 


Pandemic Time line 10 June 2009 


Journalist Jane Bůrgermeister files charges with the FBI against the World Health Organization 
(WHO), the United Nations (UN), and several of the highest-ranking government and corporate 
officials concerning bioterrorism and attempts to commit mass murder. She has also prepared an 
injunction against forced vaccination which 15 being filed in America. These actions follow her charges 
filed in April against Baxter AG and Avir Green Hills Biotechnology of Austria for producing 
contaminated bird flu vaccine, alleging this was a deliberate act to cause and profit from a pandemic. 


She had previously filed charges on April 8, 2009, with the Vienna City Courthouse where she 
lives against Baxter AG and Avir Green Hills Biotechnology of Austria. See her post of April 13, 
2009, Charges filed with the 1st part translated into English (archived). 
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ga Natural News. 


Natural Health, Natural Living, Natural News 


Barbara Minton 


Journalist Files Charges against WHO and UN for Bioterrorism and 
Intent to Commit Mass Murder 


Natural Health Editor, Thursday, 25 June 2009 


As the anticipated July release date for Baxter's A/H1N1 flu pandemic vaccine approaches, an 
Austrian investigative journalist is warning the world that the greatest crime in the history of 
humanity is underway. Jane Burgermeister has recently filed criminal charges with the FBI against 
the World Health Organization (WHO), the United Nations (UN), and several of the highest ranking 
government and corporate officials concerning bioterrorism and attempts to commit mass murder. 
She has also prepared an injunction against forced vaccination which is being filed in America. These 
actions follow her charges filed in April against Baxter AG and Avir Green Hills Biotechnology of 
Austria for producing contaminated bird flu vaccine, alleging this was a deliberate act to cause and 
profit from a pandemic. 


Summary of claims and allegations filed with FBI in Austria on June 10, 2009 


In her charges, Burgermeister presents evidence of acts of bioterrorism that is in violation of U.S. 
law by a group operating within the U.S. under the direction of international bankers who control the 
Federal Reserve, as well as WHO, UN and NATO. This bioterrorism is for the purpose of carrying 
out a mass genocide against the U.S. population by use of a genetically engineered flu pandemic 
virus with the intent of causing death. This group has annexed high government offices in the U.S. 


Specifically, evidence is presented that the defendants, Barack Obama, President of the U.S, David 
Nabarro, UN System Coordinator for Influenza, Margaret Chan, Director-General of WHO, Kathleen 
Sibelius, Secretary of Department of Health and Human Services, Janet Napolitano, Secretary of 
Department of Homeland Security, David de Rotschild, banker, David Rockefeller, banker, George 
Soros, banker, Werner Faymann, Chancellor of Austria, and Alois Stoger, Austrian Health Minister, 
among others, are part of this international corporate criminal syndicate which has developed, 
produced, stockpiled and employed biological weapons to eliminate the population of the U.S. and 
other countries for financial and political gain. 


The charges contend that these defendants conspired with each other and others to devise, fund and 
participate in the final phase of the implementation of a covert international bioweapons program 
involving the pharmaceutical companies Baxter and Novartis. They did this by bioengineering and 
then releasing lethal biological agents, specifically the "bird flu" virus and Ше "swine flu virus" in 
order to have a pretext to implement a forced mass vaccination program which would be the means 
of administering a toxic biological agent to cause death and injury to the people of the U.S. This action 
is in direct violation of the Biological Weapons Anti-terrorism Act. 


Burgermeister's charges include evidence that Baxter AG, Austrian subsidiary of Baxter International, 
deliberately sent out 72 kilos of live bird flu virus, supplied by the WHO in the winter of 2009 to 16 
laboratories in four counties. She claims this evidence offers clear proof that the pharmaceutical 
companies and international government agencies themselves are actively engaged in producing, 
developing, manufacturing and distributing biological agents classified as the most deadly bioweapons 
on earth in order to trigger a pandemic and cause mass death. 
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In her April charges, she noted that Baxter's lab in Austria, one of the supposedly most secure 
biosecurity labs in the world, did not adhere to the most basic and essential steps to keep 72 kilos of 
a pathogen classified as a bioweapon secure and separate from all other substances under stringent 
biosecurity level regulations, but it allowed it to be mixed with the ordinary human flu virus and sent 
from its facilities in Orth in the Donau. 


In February, when a staff member at BioTest in the Czech Republic tested the material meant for 
candidate vaccines on ferrets, the ferrets died. This incident was not followed up by any investigation 
from the WHO, EU, or Austrian health authorities. There was no investigation of the content of the 
virus material, and there is no data on the genetic sequence of the virus released. 


In answer to parliamentary questions on May 20th, the Austrian Health Minister, Alois Stoger, 
revealed that the incident had been handled not as a biosecurity lapse, as it should have been, but as 
an offence against the veterinary code. A veterinary doctor was sent to the lab for a brief inspection. 


Burgermeister's dossier reveals that the release of the virus was to be an essential step for triggering a 
pandemic that would allow the WHO to declare a Level 6 Pandemic. She lists the laws and decrees 
that would allow the UN and WHO to take over the United States in the event of pandemic. In 
addition, legislation requiring compliance with mandatory vaccinations would be put into force in 
the U.S. under conditions of pandemic declaration. 


She charges that the entire "swine flu" pandemic business is premised on a massive lie that there 
is no natural virus out there that poses a threat to the population. She presents evidence leading to 
the belief that the bird flu and swine flu viruses have, in fact, been bioengineered in laboratories 
using funding supplied by the WHO and other government agencies, among others. This "swine 
flu" is a hybrid of part swine flu, part human flu and part bird flu, something that can only come 
from laboratories according to many experts. 


WHO's claim that this "swine flu" is spreading and a pandemic must be declared ignores the 
fundamental causes. The viruses that were released were created and released with the help of WHO, 
and WHO is overwhelmingly responsible for the pandemic in the first place. In addition, the symptoms 
of the supposed "swine flu" are indistinguishable from regular flu or from the common cold. The 
"swine flu" does not cause death anymore often than the regular flu causes death. 


Burgermeister notes that the figures for deaths reported for the "swine flu" are inconsistent and 
there is no clarity as to how the number of "deaths" has been documented. 


There is no pandemic potential unless mass vaccinations are carried out to weaponize the flu 
under the guise of protecting the population. There are reasonable grounds for believing that the 
mandatory vaccines will be purposely contaminated with diseases that are specifically designed to 
cause death. 


Reference is made to a licensed Novartis bird flu vaccine that killed 21 homeless people in Poland 
in the summer of 2008 and had as its "primary outcome measure" an "adverse events rate", thereby 
meeting the U.S. government's own definition of a bioweapon (a biological agent designed to cause 
an adverse events rate, i.e death or injury) with a delivery system (injection). 


She alleges that the same complex of international pharmaceutical companies and international 
government agencies that have developed and released pandemic material have positioned themselves 
to profit from triggering the pandemic with contracts to supply vaccines. Media controlled by the 
group that is engineering the "swine flu" agenda is spreading misinformation to lull the people of 
the U.S. into taking the dangerous vaccine. 


The people of the U.S. will suffer substantial and irreparable harm and injury if they are forced 
to take this unproven vaccine without their consent in accordance with the Model State Emergency 
Health Powers Act, National Emergency Act, National Security Presidential Directive/NSPD 51, 
Homeland Security Presidential Directive/HSPD-20, and the International Partnership on Avian and 
Pandemic Influenza. 
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In the U.S. since 2008, Burgermeister charges that those named in her allegations have implemented 
new and/or accelerated the implementation of laws and regulations designed to strip the citizens of the 
U.S. of their lawful constitutional rights to refuse an injection. These people have created or allowed 
provisions to remain in place that make it a criminal act to refuse to take an injection against pandemic 
viruses. They have imposed other excessive and cruel penalties such as imprisonment and/or quarantine 
in FEMA camps while barring the citizens of the U.S. from claiming compensation from injury ог 
death from the forced injections. This is in violation of the laws governing federal corruption and the 
abuse of office as well as of the Constitution and Bill of Rights. Through these actions, the named 
defendants have laid the groundwork for mass genocide. 


Using the "swine Пи" as a pretext, the defendants have preplanned the mass murder of the U.S. 
population by means of forced vaccination. They have installed an extensive network of FEMA 
concentration camps and identified mass grave sites, and they have been involved in devising and 
implementing a scheme to hand power over the U.S. to an international crime syndicate that uses 
the UN and WHO as a front for illegal racketeering influenced organized crime activities, in 
violation of the laws that govern treason. 


She further charges that the complex of pharmaceutical companies consisting of Baxter, Novartis 
and Sanofi Aventis are part of a foreign-based dual purpose bioweapons program, financed by this 
international criminal syndicate and designed to implement mass murder to reduce the world's 
population by more than 5 billion people in the next ten years. Their plan is to spread terror to justify 
forcing people to give up their rights, and to force mass quarantine in FEMA camps. The houses, 
companies and farms and lands of those who are killed will be up for grabs by this syndicate. 


By eliminating the population of North America, the international elite gain access to the region's 
natural resources such as water and undeveloped oil lands. And by eliminating the U.S. and its 
democratic constitution by subsuming it under a North American Union, the international crime 
group will have total control over North America. 


Highlights from the complete dossier 


The complete dossier of the June 10th action is a 69-page document presenting evidence to 
substantiate all charges. This includes: 

Factual background that delineates time lines and facts that establish probable cause, UN and 
WHO definitions and roles, and history and incidents from the April, 2009 "swine Пи" outbreak. 

Evidence the "swine Пи" vaccines are defined as bioweapons as delineates in government 
agencies and regulations classifying and restricting vaccines, and the fear of foreign countries that 
"swine flu" vaccines will be used for biological warfare. 

Scientific evidence the "swine flu" virus is an artificial (genetic) virus. 

Scientific evidence the "swine flu" was bioengineered to resemble the Spanish flu virus of 1918 
including quotes from Swine Flu 2009 is Weaponized 1918 Spanish Flu by A. True Ott, Ph.D., 
N.D., and a Science Magazine report from Dr. Jeffrey Taubenberger et.al. 

The genome sequence of the "swine flu" 

Evidence of the deliberate release of the "swine flu" in Mexico. 

Evidence as to the involvement of President Obama that delineates his trip to Mexico which 
coincided with the recent "swine flu" outbreak and the death of several officials involved in his trip. 
Contention is made that the President was never tested for "swine flu" because he had been previously 
vaccinated. 

Evidence as to the role of Baxter and WHO in producing and releasing pandemic virus material in 
Austria includes a statement from a Baxter official stating the accidentally distributed H5N1 in the 
Czech Republic was received from a WHO reference center. This includes delineation of evidence and 
allegations from Burgermeister's charges filed in April in Austria that are currently under investigation. 

Evidence Baxter is an element in a covert bioweapons network 

Evidence Baxter has deliberately contaminated vaccine material 
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Evidence Novartis is using vaccines as bioweapons 

Evidence as to WHO's role in the bioweapons program 

Evidence as to WHO's manipulation of disease data in order to justify declaring a Pandemic 
Level 6 in order to seize control of the USA. 

Evidence as to the FDA's role in covering up the bioweapons program 

Evidence as to Canada's National Microbiology Lab's role in the bioweapons program. 

Evidence of the involvement of scientists working for the UK's NIBSC, and the CDC in 
engineering the "swine flu". 

Evidence vaccinations caused the Spanish killer flu of 1918 including belief of Dr. Jerry Tennant 
that the widespread use of aspirin during the winter that followed the end of World War I could 
have been a key factor contributing to the earlier pandemic by suppressing the immune system and 
lowering body temperatures, allowing the flu virus to multiply. Tamiflu and Relenza also lower 
body temperatures, and therefore can also be expected to contribute to the spread of a pandemic. 

Evidence as to manipulation of the legal framework to allow mass murder with impunity. 

Constitutional issues: the legality vs. illegality of jeopardizing the life, health and public good by 
mass vaccinations. 

The issue of immunity and compensation as evidence of intent to commit a crime. 

Evidence as to the existence of an international corporate crime syndicate. 

Evidence of the existence of the "Illuminati". 

Evidence as to the depopulation agenda of the Illuminati/Bilderbergs and their involvement in 
the engineering and release of the artificial "swine flu" virus. 

Evidence that weaponized flu was discussed at the annual Bilderberg meeting in Athens from 
May 14-17, 2009, as part of their agenda of genocide, including a list of attendees who, according 
to a statement once made by Pierre Trudeau, view themselves as genetically superior to the rest of 
humanity. 


Media is keeping Americans clueless about the threat they are under 


Jane Burgermeister is a dual Irish/Austrian who has written for Nature, the British Medical 
Journal, and American Prospect. She is the European Correspondent of the Renewable Energy 
World website. She has written extensively about climate change, biotechnology, and the ecology. 


In addition to the charges currently under investigation that she filed against Baxter AG and Avir 
Green Hills Biotechnology in April, she has filed charges against WHO and Baxter among others 
concerning a case of exploding "swine flu" vials meant for a research lab on a busy IC train in 
Switzerland. 


In her view, control of the media by the ruling elite has allowed the world crime syndicate to 
further its agenda unabated while the rest of the people remain in the dark about what is really going 
on. Her charges are an attempt to get around this media control and bring the truth to light. 


Her greatest concern is that "in spite of the fact Baxter has been caught red handed nearly triggering 
pandemic, they are also moving ahead, together with allied pharma companies, with supplying the 
vaccine for pandemics." Baxter is hurrying to get this vaccine to market some time in July. 
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birdflu666 wordpress.com 


Jane Burgermeister 
About my being fired yesterday 


Bird Flu 666, 1 July 2009 


https://web.archive.org/web/20090704055256/http://birdflu666.wordpress.com/2009/07/01/about-my-being-fired-yesterday/ 


On Monday, I was unexpectedly fired from my job as European Correspondent of the Renewable 
Energy World website. 


Because there is reason to believe this decision was related to my filing charges alleging bioterrorism 
against the people of the USA and the rest of the world, and because I am entitled as a citizen to 
report a crime if there is credible evidence, I intend to file a lawsuit against Pennwell, a magazine 
company that covers the oil and defense industries and which took over REW in 2007 after I began 
working there, for unfair dismissal. 


I have heard of other journalists fired or harrassed for covering this subject. 


Help strike a blow for freedom of the press and for legal action to stop this kind of pressure being 
applied to journalists, and donate to: 


Jane Buergermeister (Jane Biirgermeister) 


Bank Austria Creditanstalt 

Schottengasse 1- 6, A-1010 Wien, Austria 
Account number: 152 115 33300 

Swift code: 12 000 

IBAN = AT83 1100 0152 11 53 3300 
BIC = BKAUATWW 
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Вирусология 


Бизнес на пандемии 


Владимир Тихомиров, Светлана Скарлош 


Бизнес на пандемии. 
Паника, вызванная вирусом свиного гриппа A/HINI, обернулась 
колоссальными доходами для транснациональных фармацевтических гигантов 


Огонек, 6-12 июля 2009, № 8, с. 44-46 // Коммерсантъ, 6 июля 2009 
https://magzdb.org/file/187766/dl 
https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/1194576 


Baxter Pharmaceuticals Inc., связанная с Минобороны США, которая пару лет назад уже 
разрабатывала вакцину против птичьего гриппа, в связи с чем получила эксклюзивное право 
на распространение вакцины в 18 странах мира, включая Европу. 


Результатом же опытов стал грандиозный скандал, когда в Австрию и Чехию для 
клинических испытаний пришли образцы вакцин от обычного гриппа, зараженные птичьим 
штаммом H5N1. Комбинация этих двух вирусов могла бы привести к появлению нового 
"птичьего вируса, который мог бы передаваться от человека к человеку. 


И снова расследование этого инцидента было замято при помощи ВОЗ, а ответственность 


за загрязнение вакцины возложили на лабораторных техников, мол, они там что-то случайно 
напутали. 
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Wurde Jane Biirgermeister wegen ihrer Bioterroranzeige entlassen? 


Alles Schall und Rauch, 15 Juli 2009, 12:03 


Die kritische Journalistin Jane Biirgermeister, welche eine Anzeige gegen die WHO, Firma Baxter 
und dem Nationalen Zentrum fiir Influenza in Genf bei der ósterreichischen Staatsanwaltschaft 
eingereicht hat, wurde von ihrer Stelle als europáische Korrespondentin der Renewable Energy World 
Webseite (REW)entlassen. Auf ihrem Blog schreibt sie, nach ihrer Meinung hángt das mit ihrer 
Anzeige wegen Bioterrorismus mit Schweingrippeviren gegen die Weltgemeinschaft zusammen. 
Sie will sich mit einer Klage gegen die Firma Pennwell, ein Zeitschriftzenverlag der über die Öl- 
und Waffenindustrie berichtet und REW im Jahre 2007 iibernommen hat, wegen ungerechfertigter 
Entlassung wehren. 


Am 28. April 2009 berichtete ich hier über die Explosion eines Behälters mit Schweinegrippe- 
Viren im Intercity in der Náhe von Freiburg (Schweiz). 


Basierend auf diesem Ereignis hat Jane Biirgermeister folgende Anzeige erstattet: 


"Ich bin Osterreichische Staatsbiirgerin und in der Schweiz, in Ziirich, geboren, und móchte eine 
Anzeige gegen The World Health Organisation, mit Sitz in Geneva, 


und, Baxter AG, mit Sitz in Volketswil bei Zürich, die österreichische Tochtergesellschaft des 
Pharmaunternehmens Baxter International, mit Sitz in Deerfield, IL, USA, 


und, Baxter International aufgrund Gefáhrdung des Lebens und der Gesundheit der Passengieren 
des Intercity Zuges 730 St Gallen — Zůrich erstatten. 


Ich behaupte, WHO und Baxter und ihre Partner Labors und Organisationen haben am Montag 27. 
April rechtswidrig, willentlich und wissentlich, unter Verwendung manipulativer und betriigerischer 
Kunstgriffe, gegen nationale und internationale Gesetze zur Herstellung, Besitz, Verbreitung und 
Einsatz biologischer Massenvernichtungswaffen und Gesetze zur organisierter Kriminalitát, eine 
biologische 

Agent hergestellt und unter die Passagiere verteilt mit der Absicht eine tódliche Pandemie in der 
Schweiz auszulösen." 


Hier kann man die ganze Anzeige lesen. Anzeige, gegen 
World Health Organisation, und Baxter, und Nationalen Zentrums fiir Influenza, Genf 


Am 5. März 2009 berichtete ich hier über die Firma Baxter in Österreich, die in ihren Labors 
einen Grippeimpfstoff mit Killerviren verseucht und in Umlauf gebracht hat. Wegen diesem Vorfall 
erstatte Jane Biirgermeister am 1. April folgende Anzeige: 

"Anzeige gegen Baxter AG, Baxter International, und Avir Green Hills Biotechnology AG 
wegen der Entwicklung, Herstellung, Verbreitung und dem Einsatz von biologischen 
Massenvernichtungswaffen auf österreichischen Boden in den Jahren 2008 und 2009 mit der 
Absicht eine globale Vogelgrippe Pandemie auszulösen und sich dadurch zu bereichern aufgrund 
einer Handlung die auch gegen Gesetze der internationalen organisierten Kriminalität und 
Völkermord verstösst." 
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Die ganze Anzeige gibts hier. Anzeige Gegen 

Baxter AG, Baxter International, und Avir Green Hills Biotechnology AG Wegen Der Entwicklung, 
Herstellung, Verbreitung und Dem Einsatz Von Biologischen Massenvernichtungswaffen auf 
Osterreichischen Boden in Den Jahren 2008 UND 2009 


Dann hat sie richtig losgelegt und vor einem amerikanischen Gericht noch Anzeige wegen 
Bioterror gegen Prásident Barack Obama, David Nabarro (UNO-Koordinator fúr Avian und 
Grippe), Dr. Margret Chan (Chefin WHO), Kathleen Sibelius (Chefin Gesundheitsbehórde), Janet 
Napolitano (Chefin Heimatschutzbehórde), Dr. Margret Hamburg (Chefin Drogenbehórde), Robert 
Parkinson (Chef Baxter), Daniel Vasella (Chef Novartis), Chris Viehbacher (Chef Запой Aventis), 
Andrew Witty (Chef GSK Plc), Rahul Singhvi (Chef Novavax), David de Rothschild (Partner 
Rothschild Bank), David Rockefeller (Trilateral Commsission), Georg W. Bush, George Soros 
(Chef Soros Fund) und Bill Gates (ex Microsoft Chef, Bill und Melinda Gates Foundation) erstattet. 


Sie behauptet: "Weil es Verdachtsmomente gibt, die Beschuldigten sind Teil eines internationalen 
kriminellen Syndikats, welches Biowaffen (Grippe) entwickelt, produziert, gelagert und eingesetzt 
hat, um die Weltbevölkerung zu reduzieren." 


Die ganze Anzeige kann man hier lesen. 
Criminal charges regarding flu pandemic as a biological weapon with intent to produce genocide 


Zu ihrer Entlassung sagt Jane, sie hätte von andern Journalisten gehört, die ebenfalls unter Druck 
gesetz und gefeuert wurden, weil sie über dieses Thema berichtet haben. 


Anfrage im österreichischen Parlament 


Hier der Link zur parlamentarischen Anfrage wegen des Vorfalls bei Baxter Österreich. 


Hier der Link zur Antwort des Bundesministeriums für Gesundheit. 


Darin wird bestätigt, der Fall ist tatsächlich so abgelaufen wie ich am 5. März berichtet habe. Es 
fand ein Kontamination von 72 Kilo Impfstoff mit Vogelgrippe- Virus (Influenza A/H5N1) statt. Es 
wird aber die ganze Sache verharmlost und nur von "zu Forschungszwecke bestimmtes Material" 
gesprochen, welches in der Zwischenzeit vernichtet wurde. 


Die Einstellung und Massnahmen des österreichischen Gesundheitsministeriums sind gelinde 
gesagt sehr unbefriedigend, wenn nicht sehr bedenklich. Es wird nicht die Frage gestellt, warum 
vermischt die Firma Baxter einen Grippeimpstoff mit Vogelgrippeviren zu angeblichen 
Forschungszwecke? Was forschen sie denn da in ihrem Labor? Eine Biowaffe? Und dann noch ca. 
72 Liter davon? Wie viele Dosen kann man damit produzieren? Bei Tamiflu besteht eine Dosis aus 
72 mg. Das wären ja dann 72000 ml durch 72 ml ist gleich genau 1'000 Dosen!!! 


Audio: Hier ein Interview mit Jane Bürgermeister: 


Audio: Jane Burgermeister interview on Swine Flu Depopulation !4. 
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Jane Biirgermeister 


Impfterrorismus (Vaccination Terrorism) 


Wien, 23 July 2009 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IhJt8WZPN4M 


Jane Biirgermeister erstattete am 23.7.2009 Anzeige gegen die WHO und den Pharmariesen 
Baxter, nachdem sie bei Recherchen eines "Biotech-Laborunfalls" entdeckte, dass unter dem Vorwand 
der Bekámpfung der Schweinegrippe Biowaffen entwickelt wurden, die nicht allein in der Schweiz 
eine tódliche Pandemie auslósen sollten Uber internationale Verbrecher-Syndikate, ihre Ziele und 
die Frage: Auf welchem Weg kam es bei Baxter zur Verseuchung von 72 kg Grippeimpfstoffen mit 
in Labors geziichteten tódlichen Vogelgrippeerregern? 
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Versuchter Massenmord durch Schweinegrippevirus 


Jane Bürgermeister hat weitere Personen und Firmen in ihrer weiteren Anzeige und Anklage 
aufgenommen. Sie hat sie gestern in Wien, bei der Staatsanwaltschaft abgegeben: 


An? 


izeige gegen 


Jy 
M 
fa 
Alois Stóger, Gesundheitsminister Halbs 
Hubert Hrabcik, Sektionschefs Generaldirektion fiir 6ffentliche 
Gesundheit Sektionsleitung III Gesundheitswesen Bundesministerium 


fur Gesundheit, Familie und Jugend (BMGFJ) 


Jane Bürgermeister 
Versuchter Massenmord durch Schweinegrippevirus 


Wien, 23 July 2009 


Jane Biirgermeister hat weitere Personen und Firmen in ihrer weiteren Anzeige und Anklage 
aufgenommen. Sie hat sie gestern in Wien, bei der Staatsanwaltschaft abgegeben: 


Anzeige Gegen: 

- Alois Stóger, Gesundheitsminister 

- Hubert Hrabcik, Sektionschefs Generaldirektion für öffentliche Gesundheit Sektionsleitung Ш Gesundheitswesen 
Bundesministerium fiir Gesundheit, Familie und Jugend (BMGFJ) 

- Ulrich Herzog, Obersten Veterinár und Leiter des Fachbereich ГУ/В Verbraucher-Gesundheit des 
Bundesministeriums fiir Gesundheit 

- Maria Rauch-Kallat, Ex-Gesundheitsministerin 

- Otfried Kistner, Direktor fiir Virologie der Firma Baxter 

- Hartmut Ehrlich, Vorstand der Baxter AG 

- Noel Barret, Vorstand der Baxter AG 

- Harald Eisenmenger, Oberstaatsanwaltschaft Wien 

- Oscar Bronner, Griinder des Nachrichtenmagazins profil 

- Christian Rainer, Herausgeber und Chefredakteur des Nachrichtenmagazins profil 

- Emil Bobi, Journalist des Nachrichtenmagazins profil 

- Heinz-Christian Strache, FPO Bundesparteiobmann und Klubobmann 

- Dagmar Belakowtisch-Jenewein, FPO Gesundheitssprecherin 

- Karl Korinek, Ex-Prásident des VfGH 

- Gerhart Holzinger, Prásident des VfGH 

- Werner Faymann, Kanzler 


Wegen dringenden Verdachts auf Entwicklung, Herstellung, Verbreitung und Einsatzes von Biologischen 
Massenvernichtungswaffen 

mit der Absicht eine globale Pandemie auszulósen, Massenmord durch Zwangsimpfungen mit toxischen Substanzen 
durchzuführen und sich dadurch zu bereichern 

mit Handlungen, die gegen Gesetze bezüglich international organisierter Kriminalität und Landesverrat verstossen. 


Inhalt 

A. Zusammenfassung der Anklagepunkte und deren Begründungen 
B. Der Sachverhalt: Zeitleiste und Hintergrundinformation 

C. Diskussion 
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SCGOP Politics 


Official Information Act Reguest To Minister 


SCOOP Politics, 2 August 2009, 12:44 pm; 
Press Release: The Water Pressure Group 
https://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/PO0908/500001.htm 


1 August 2009 
Open Letter/Official Information Act Request To NZ Minister Of Health 
Tony Ryall: 


Dear Minister, 
Thank you for your reply dated 21 July 2009. 


"Office of Hon Tony Ryall 
Minister of Health 


Dear Ms Bright 

Thank you for your email of 11 July 2009 about influenza А (НІМІ) 'Swine Flu". 

It is our current view that the Baxter vaccine will need to be proven and licensed before it can be 
used in New Zealand. 


Yours sincerely, 


Hon Tony Ryall 
Minister of Health" 


---------- Forwarded message ---------- 

From: Richard Taylor (MIN) 

Date: Tue, Jul 21, 2009 at 9:27 AM 

Subject: Your correspondence with Hon Tony Ryall 
To: "waterpressure @ gmail.com" 


Dear Ms Bright 
Please find attached a response to your correspondence with Hon Tony Ryall. 
Yours sincerely 


Richard Taylor | Office of Hon Tony Ryall 
Private Secretary - Health 
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QUESTION #2: 


In light of the fact that Baxter International, the company making the Swine Flu vaccine has 
ADMITTED contaminating the vaccine with live Bird Flu viruses, and is currently under police 
investigation for possible bioterrorism, how can the Minister have any confidence in the quality of 
any vaccine coming from this company? 


Baxter admits flu product contained live bird flu virus 
http://www.ctv.ca/servlet/ArticleNews?hub=Health 


Feb. 27 2009 
The Canadian Press 


TORONTO - The company that released contaminated flu virus material from a plant in Austria 
confirmed Friday that the experimental product contained live H5NI avian flu viruses. 

And an official of the World Health Organization’s European operation said the body is closely 
monitoring the investigation into the events that took place at Baxter International’s research 
facility in Orth-Donau, Austria. 


““At this juncture we are confident in saying that public health and occupational risk is minimal at 
present,” medical officer Roberta Andraghetti said from Copenhagen, Denmark. 

“But what remains unanswered are the circumstances surrounding the incident in the Baxter 
facility in Orth-Donau.” 


The contaminated product, a mix of H3N2 seasonal flu viruses and unlabelled H5N1 viruses, 
was supplied to an Austrian research company. The Austrian firm, Avir Green Hills Biotechnology, 
then sent portions of it to sub-contractors in the Czech Republic, Slovenia and Germany. 


The contamination incident, which is being investigated by the four European countries, came to 
light when the subcontractor in the Czech Republic inoculated ferrets with the product and they 
died. Ferrets shouldn’t die from exposure to human H3N2 flu viruses. 


Public health authorities concerned about what has been described as a “serious error” on 
Baxter’s part have assumed the death of the ferrets meant the Н5МІ virus in the product was live. 
But the company, Baxter International Inc., has been parsimonious about the amount of information 
it has released about the event. 


CTVNews/20090227/Bird_Flu_090227/20090227 ?hub=Health 
On Friday, the company’s director of global bioscience communications confirmed what 
scientists have suspected. 


“И was live,” Christopher Bona said in an email. 


The contaminated product, which Baxter calls “experimental virus material,” was made at the 
Orth-Donau research facility. Baxter makes its flu vaccine — including a human H5NI vaccine for 
which a licence is expected shortly — at a facility in the Czech Republic. 


People familiar with biosecurity rules are dismayed by evidence that human H3N2 and avian 
H5NI viruses somehow co-mingled in the Orth-Donau facility. That is a dangerous practice that 
should not be allowed to happen, a number of experts insisted. 


Accidental release of a mixture of live H5N1 and H3N2 viruses could have resulted in dire 
consequences. 


While H5N1 doesn’t easily infect people, H3N2 viruses do. If someone exposed to a mixture of 
the two had been simultaneously infected with both strains, he or she could have served as an 
incubator for a hybrid virus able to transmit easily to and among people 
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That mixing process, called reassortment, is one of two ways pandemic viruses are created. 
There is no suggestion that happened because of this accident, however. 


“We have no evidence of any reassortment, that any reassortment may have occurred,” said 
Andraghetti. 

“And we have no evidence of any increased transmissibility of the viruses that were involved in 
the experiment with the ferrets in the Czech Republic.” 


Baxter hasn’t shed much light — at least not publicly — on how the accident happened. Earlier this 
week Bona called the mistake the result of a combination of “just the process itself, (and) technical 
and human error in this procedure.” 

He said he couldn’t reveal more information because it would give away proprietary information 
about Baxter’s production process. 


Andraghetti said Friday the four investigating governments are co-operating closely with the 
WHO and the European Centre for Disease Control in Stockholm, Sweden. 


“We are in very close contact with Austrian authorities to understand what the circumstances of 
the incident in their laboratory were,” she said. 


“And the reason for us wishing to know what has happened is to prevent similar events in the 
future and to share lessons that can be learned from this event with others to prevent similar events. 
... This is very important.” 


Yours sincerely, 


Penny Bright 

Media Spokesperson 

Water Pressure Group 

Judicially recognised 'Public Watchdog' on Metrowater, water and Auckland regional 
governance matters. 
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Camille Chauvet 


La grippe hlní est — elle une menace pour La Martinique? 


Rédigé le Vendredi 14 Aoút 2009 a 08:19 


Les responsables de la santé dans nos régions semblent prendre la chose а la légére, mais au niveau 
mondial des scientifiques parlent de génocide de masse organisé par des sociétés pharmaceutiques. 


Une journaliste scientifique autrichienne Jane Burgermeister prévie nt le monde entier que le plus 
grand crime de l'histoire de l'humanité est en marche. 


Elle a récemment déposé une plainte contre l'OMS (Organisation Mondiale de la Santé), l'ONU, 
Barak Ozama (Président des Etats-Unis), David de Rothschild (banquier), David Rockefeller (banquier), 
George Sorgos (banquier), Werner Farman (Chancelier d'Autriche). Jane Burgermeister accuse 
également, parmi d'autres, le Dr Margaret Chan, Directrice de l'OMS, Bill Gates et George W. Bush., 
entre autres, les accusant de vouloir commettre un génocide de masse. 


Cette plainte fait suite à une autre procédure judiciaire que la journaliste avait intentée en Avril 
2009 contre les sociétés pharmaceutiques Baxter et Avoir Green Hill Technologie, qu'elle juge 
responsable d'avoir produit un vaccin contre la grippe aviaire, pour délibérément provoquer une 
pandémie et s’enrichir par la même occasion. 


Jane Burgermeister présente les preuves d'actes de bioterrorisme dans lesquels ces personnes. Et 
organismes précités sont impliqués. 


Elle les accuse de faire partie d'un syndicat international d'entreprises criminelles qui a mis au 
point, fabriqué, stocké et utilisé des armes biologiques en vue d'éliminer la population des Etats-Unis, 
la France et l'Europe sont bien súr concernées, et celle d'autres pays à des fins de gains politiques et 
financiers. 


Utilisant la «grippe porcine» comme prétexte, elle les accuse d'avoir planifié le meurtre de. Masse 
de la population américaine par le biais de la vaccination forcée. 


Elle a les preuves que ces vaccins seront volontairement contaminés pour provoquer à dessein 
des maladies mortelles. 


Ces exactions s'inscrivent en violation directe de la Loi antiterroriste concernant l'emploi d'armes 


biotechnologiques. Elles constituent des actes de terrorisme et de haute trahison. « Il faut prendre 
des mesures draconiennes. 
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National Library He Tohu Shop 


Home Visit Collections Services Events About 


Jane Burgermeister TV 55m Swine Flu Genocide 


Project Camelot, 8 Sept 2009, MSDVD-0010 


Comprises 55-minute interview with Austrian-Irish journalist Jane Burgermeister filmed by 
Project Camelot on 8 September 2009 in Vienna, Austria. Burgermeister pressed charges against 
Baxter International Pharmaceuticals, World Health Organisation, United Nations, United States 
government, Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and United States Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) in relation to bioterrorism. In February 2009 Baxter's Austrian subsidary distributed live 
H5NI (Avian Flu) (bird flu) vaccine to European laboratories which led to an investigation by 
Austrian police. Filmed by Project Camelot 


Other Titles - Project Camelot Interviews...Jane Burgermeister 

Accompanying material - DVD was clipped to letter by Leo Helleur and accompanied by printed 
print and web news articles found within folder of correspondence MS-Papers-11241-100. 

Quantity: 1 digital video disc(s). 55 Minutes and seconds Duration. 

Physical Description: DVD 


Additional description: Original recording not available for playback. Surrogate copy will be 
provided. 

Access restrictions: Partly restricted - Additional processing required 

Part of Kedgley, Susan Jane, 1948- : Papers / Series 1 Correspondence 

Format: 1 digital video disc(s), 55 Minutes and seconds Duration, DVDs, Videodiscs, DVD 
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LAVANGUARDIA 


Una monja médica hace campaña por internet en contra 
de que la vacuna contra la gripe A sea obligatoria 


La Vanguardia, 7 de octubre de 2009 


Teresa Forcades, una benedictina doctora en medecina, llama al boicot a la vacunación por 
considerarlo una imposición innecesaria y que favorece a la industria farmacéutica. 


Barcelona.f (EFE).- Teresa Forcades, una monja benedictina doctora en medicina, ha iniciado un 
movimiento ciudadano en Internet para impedir que la vacuna contra la gripe AHINI sea obligatoria 
debido a la declaración de pandemia por parte de la OMS, y en contra la gestión de la enfermedad. 


En un vídeo que ha colgado en la red, la monja hace un llamamiento para activar con carácter 
urgente los mecanismos legales de participación ciudadana para que no se pueda forzar a nadie en 
España a ser vacunado, y para que los que lo hagan no se queden sin el derecho a exigir responsabilidades 
$1 causa efectos secundarios. 


El vídeo explica que desde el año 2005 la Organización Mundial de la Salud (OMS) puede dar 
órdenes a los gobiernos sobre vacunas en casos de pandemia, y que si esto ocurre el estado tiene la 
obligación de hacer cumplir la ley imponiendo multa o prisión (en Massachussetts -EEUU- la multa 
propuesta para este caso podría llegar a los 1.000 dólares por día que pasa sin que te vacunes). 


Forcades recuerda que "la gripe nueva" no es nueva porque sea del tipo A, ni tampoco por ser del 
subtipo HINI, porque la epidemia de gripe de 1918 fue del про A/HINI y porque desde 1977 los 
virus A/HINI forman parte de la temporada de gripe de cada año, y puntualiza que lo único que es 
nuevo es la cepa 5-ОГУ. 


Añade que desde que empezó en abril de 2009 y hasta el 15 de septiembre de 2009 han muerto de 
esta gripe 137 personas en Europa y 3.559 en todo el mundo, cuando debido a la gripe estacional lo 
hacen entre 40.000 y 220.000 personas, lo que supone que la tasa de mortalidad y de complicaciones 
es inferior a la de cada año. 


La religiosa denuncia además irregularidades en la elaboración de la vacuna y explica cómo en 
enero del 2009 la filial austríaca de la farmacéutica Baxter distribuyó a 16 laboratorios de Austria, 
Alemania, la República Checa y Eslovenia 72 kilos de material para hacer miles de vacunas contra 
la gripe estacional, que resultó contener virus vivos de la gripe aviar (virus A/H5N1) con virus 
vivos de la gripe de cada año (virus A/H3N2). 


El descubrimiento se hizo cuando un técnico de laboratorio de la empresa BioTest de la República 
Checa probó por su cuenta las vacunas en hurones, animales que se usan para estudiar las vacunas 
de la gripe, y comprobar que todos ellos murieron. 


Explica que si esta contaminación no se hubiese descubierto a tiempo, la pandemia que sin base 
real están anunciando las autoridades de la OMS y los países "sería una espantosa realidad", porque 
sería letal combinar un virus con un 60% de mortalidad pero poco contagioso como el aviar, con 
otro con baja mortalidad pero gran capacidad de contagio, como el de la gripe estacional. 
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También cuenta cómo sólo 12 días después de aparecer los primeros casos, la OMS declaró que 
el nivel de alerta por peligro de pandemia estaba en fase 3 y ordenó a los gobiernos que activasen 
planes de emergencia, y un mes después declaró que ya había una pandemia, cuando la nueva gripe 
es más benigna que la estacional. 


La médico relata que esta declaración de pandemia (fase 6) fue posible porque en mayo la OMS 
cambió la definición de pandemia. Antes para poder hacerlo era necesario que muriese a causa de 
un agente infeccioso una proporción significativa de la población, un requerimiento que fue eliminado 
de la definición. 


Sobre la vacuna, la religiosa alerta de que la mayoría de los laboratorios diseñan vacunas en dos 
dosis, que deben sumarse a la vacuna de gripe estacional, algo que nunca se ha hecho y que multiplica 
por tres los posibles efectos secundarios. 


También revela que los laboratorios que hacen vacunas usan coadyuvantes muy potentes para 
estimular el sistema inmunitario, y que la que está fabricando Glaxo-Smith-Kline contiene uno 
llamado AS03, que multiplica por diez la respuesta inmunitaria, que podría provocar enfermedades 
auto inmunitarias graves al cabo de un tiempo. 


Además hace público que las farmacéuticas que fabrican la vacuna están exigiendo a los estados 
que firmen acuerdos de inmunidad para que en caso de que las vacunas tengan más efectos secundarios 
de los previstos, los políticos y la industria quede exenta de toda responsabilidad. Teresa Forcada es 
autora de "Los crímenes de las grandes compañías farmacéuticas", en donde explica cómo el poder 
político y económico que han adquirido les sirve para garantiza unos enormes beneficios económicos, 
aún a costa de la salud de la población. 
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Relaxation Sante .. 


Jane Burgermeister 
Génocide de la vaccination 


Relaxation Santé, 8 octobre 2009 


http://relaxation-sante.com/info_sante.html 


Jane Burgermeister a recemment déposé une plainte contre ГОМ$ (Organisation Mondiale de la 
Santé), l'ONU, Barack Obama (Président des Etat-Unis), David de Rothschild (banquier), David 
Rockefeller (banquier), George Soros (banquier), Werner Faymann (Chancelier d' Autriche) 1, entre 
autres, les accusant de vouloir commettre un génocide de masse. 


Cette plainte fait suite á une autre procédure judiciaire que la journaliste avait intentée en avril 2009 
contre les sociétés pharmaceutiques Baxter et Avir Green Hills Technology, qu’elle juge responsable 
d’avoir produit un vaccin contre la grippe aviaire, pour délibérément provoquer une pandémie et 
s’enrichir par la méme occasion. 


Jane Burgermeister présente les preuves d’actes de bioterrorisme dans lesquels ces personnes et 
organismes précités sont impliqués. Elle les accuse de faire partie d'un syndicat international 
d’entreprises criminelles qui a mis au point, fabriqué, stocké et utilisé des armes biologiques en vue 
d'éliminer la population des Etats-Unis et celle d'autres pays 2, á des fins de gains politiques et financiers. 


Utilisant la «grippe porcine» comme prétexte, elle les accuse d’avoir planifié le meurtre de masse 
de la population américaine par le biais de la vaccination forcée. Elle a les preuves que ces vaccins 
seront volontairement contaminés pour provoquer a dessein des maladies mortelles. 


Ces exactions s'inscrivent en violation directe de la Loi antiterroriste concernant l'emploi d'armes 
biotechnologiques. Elles constituent des actes de terrorisme et de haute trahison. 


Jane Burgermeister. Vaccination genocide 


Austrian investigative journalist Jane Burgermeister has filed criminal charges against the World 
Health Organization (WHO), the United Nations (UN), and several of the highest ranking government 
and corporate officials, charging them with bioterrorism and attempts to commit genocide. 


In April, she filed charges against Baxter AG and Avir Green Hills Biotechnology of Austria for 
producing and releasing live bird flu virus’, alleging it was a deliberate act to cause and profit from 
a pandemic. 


When a Czech scientist tested their seasonal flu vaccine, he found that they contained live HSN1 
and live H3N2 viruses. Burgermeister’s charges include evidence that Baxter deliberately sent out 
72 kilos of live bird flu virus, supplied by the WHO in the winter of 2009. 


She claims to have decisive proof that drug companies and government agencies are actively 
engaged in distributing deadly biological agents in order to trigger a pandemic. 


She has also prepared an injunction against forced vaccination, alleging mandatory vaccines will 
be purposely contaminated with diseases. 
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examiner 


Carl Herman 


Live Avian flu with 60% death-rate "accidentally" 
put in US company's test vaccine material 


eXaminer, 10 October 2009, 9:42 PM 


US pharmaceutical company Baxter admitted to distributing active Avian flu H5N1 in test 
vaccine material that were sent to 18 laboratories in four countries. Н5М1 flu is the world's 
deadliest, with a mortality rate of over 6096 according to the World Health Organization (WHO). 
H5N1 “has caused the largest number of detected cases of severe disease and death in humans” of 
all known flu types, according to the Centers for Disease Control (CDC). While H5N1 is not highly 
transmittable, it was mixed with H3N2, a highly contagious form of human flu. This potential 
pandemic was averted in March when alert researchers discovered the equivalent of a biological 
weapon that could quickly kill over two billion people, according to published data in American 
Scientist, a leading journal. An August 2009 analysis in the Journal of Virology, "Reassortment 
between Avian H5N1 and Human H3N2 Influenza Viruses in Ferrets: a Public Health Risk 
Assessment," confirms that the mix of H5N1 and H3N2 did indeed combine the two into a form 
that could be as deadly as H5N1 and as transmittable as H3N2. 


Baxter Manager of Communications, Jutta Brenn- Vogt, at Baxter Deutschland stated the vaccine 
component was "experimental virus material." 


Most Americans are unaware of this story, as mainstream media largely failed to report it 
(see here, here and here). 


Experts stated that contamination of vaccines with live virus is impossible through an accident 
because of strict BSL3 protocol (Biosafety level 3). Pathogenic and potentially lethal agents are 
always contained and fully supervised. This means that either BSL3 protection was ignored by 
Baxter, or that “vaccines” were created as lethal biological weapons. 


Our US government's response was to quickly grant immunity to vaccine manufacturers and 
related government officials from any lawsuits for damages. Health and Human Services 
Secretary Kathleen Sebelius is repeatedly calling on Americans to take the current version of the 
vaccine, promising it to be "safe and secure." The World Health Organization declared a “Level 6 
pandemic" in June which allows governments to use martial law with deadly force in requiring total 
public vaccinations (and here). The US is in treaty obligation to obey WHO if they order universal 
vaccination. 


Legal and medical professionals have taken the above information and composed a criminal 
complaint available to everyone to request protection from local courts if forced vaccinations are 
ordered. In surveys, less than half of American, Canadian, and UK health care workers will accept 
the vaccine, and only about one-third of US parents plan to vaccinate their children. 


Below is 2-minute video and then an extensive interview with Jane Burgermeister, a medical 
editor with academic training in biosafety who explains why an accident in handling H5N1 is 
impossible, and that this was a biological attack. She also explains that this new flu scare is a 
continuation of that plan. The most popular hypothesis to explain this event as an intentional attack 
is agreement among the highest level of government and economic leaders to massively reduce 
earth's population. The source of the interview is Project Camelot. 
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G https://bg.koshachek.com 


Ваксините са много повече цифрови от свински грип 
Масова ваксинация: съставки при катастрофи 
BgKoshachek, 19 октомври 2009 


(от д-р Mae-Wan Но и проф. Joe Cummins от Института за наука в обществото) 


През април 2009 г. имаше огнище на свински грип в Мексико и Съединените щати, който 
бързо се разпространи по целия свят и се разпространи сред хората. Съдейки по първите данни, 
публикувани през май, новият тип грип A/HINI се различава от всеки друг тип, регистриран 
досега. 


Това е странна комбинация от последователности на вирусни щамове от птичи, човешки и 
свински грип от Северна Америка и Евразия. Изтъкнат вирусолог от Канбера каза пред медиите, 
че вирусът може да е бил създаден в лабораторията и случайно да бъде освободен. Някои 
анализатори основателно предполагат, без доказателства, които да ги подкрепят, че то е 
умишлено създадено като биологично оръжие, докато други обвиняват интензивната развъдна 
индустрия и огромния трафик на животни на дълги разстояния, който предлага много 
възможности за генериране екзотична рекомбинация. 


Това, което най-много притеснява гражданите, обаче са програмите за масова ваксинация, 
които правителствата подготвят за борба с пандемията, които могат да бъдат по-лоши от 
самата пандемия. Организация се противопоставя на мълниеносна ваксинация на ученици. 


През декември клон на Бакстър в Австрия изпрати ваксина срещу човешки грип, заразена 
с вируса на живата птица Н5М1 убиец, до 18 страни, включително Чешката република, където 
клиничните проучвания показват, че тя е причинила смъртта на инжектирани морски 
свинчета|. Чешките вестници се усъмниха дали Бакстър умишлено иска да започне пандемия. 


Франция е поискала ваксини от Sanofi, GSK и Novartis, HO не вижда нужда да иска от 
производителите да намалят или да преминат клинични изпитвания. Sanovi-Aventis, френският 
производител на фармацевтични продукти, който произвежда собствена ваксина срещу свински 
грип, трябва да е започнал да тества продукта в началото на август и смята, че се нуждае от 
два месеца и половина експерименти, преди да може да бъде ваксиниран. ефективно "; според 
Алберт Гарсия, който говори от името на компанията за ваксини, „ваксината ще бъде готова 
през ноември или декември“. 


Изглежда обаче, че Бакстър е произвел ваксина в началото на август за клинични изпитвания. 
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Teresa Forcades 1 Vila 


Una reflexión y una propuesta en relación a la nueva gripe (resumen) 


Sensibilidad Qquimica Multiple, 23 de octubre de 2009 


A finales de enero del 2009, la filial austríaca de la farmacéutica norteamericana Baxter distribuyó 
a 16 laboratorios de Austria, Alemania, la República Checa y Eslovenia, 72 Kg. de material para 
preparar miles de vacunas contra el virus de la gripe estacional; las vacunas tenían que ser administradas 
a la población de estos países durante los meses de febrero-marzo; antes de que ninguna de estas 
vacunas fuese administrada, un técnico de laboratorio de la empresa BioTest de la República Checa 
decidió por su cuenta probar las vacunas en hurones, que son los animales que desde 1918 se 
utilizan para estudiar las vacunas de la gripe; todos los hurones vacunados murieron; se investigó 
entonces en qué consistía exactamente el material enviado por la casa Baxter y se descubrió que 
contenía virus vivos de la gripe aviar (virus A/H5N1) combinados con virus vivos de la gripe de 
cada año (virus A/H3N2); si esta contaminación no se hubiese descubierto a tiempo, la pandemia 
que sin base real están anunciando las autoridades sanitarias globales (OMS) y nacionales, ahora 
seria una espantosa realidad; esta combinación de virus vivos puede ser especialmente letal porque 
combina un virus que tiene un 60% de mortalidad pero es poco contagioso (el virus de la gripe 
aviar) con otro que tiene una mortalidad muy baja pero con una gran capacidad de contagio (un 
virus de los de la gripe de cada año) 


El 29 de abril del 2009, cuando hacía sólo 12 días que se habían detectado los dos primeros casos 
de la nueva gripe, la Dra. Margaret Chan, directora general de la OMS, declaró que el nivel de alerta 
por peligro de pandemia se encontraba en fase 3 y ordenó que todos los gobiernos de los estados 
miembros de la OMS activasen planes de emergencia y de alerta sanitaria máxima; un mes más tarde, 
el 11 de junio del 2009, la Dra. Chan declaró que en el mundo ya teníamos una pandemia (fase 6) 
causada por el virus A/HINI S-OIV ; ¿cómo pudo declarar algo así cuando, de acuerdo con los 
datos científicos expuestos más arriba, la nueva gripe es en realidad más benigna que la gripe de cada 
año y, además, no es un virus nuevo y ya existe parte de la población que tiene inmunidad?; lo pudo 
declarar porque en el mes de mayo la OMS había cambiado la definición de pandemia; antes de 
mayo del 2009 para poder declarar una pandemia era necesario que muriese a causa de un agente 
infeccioso una proporción significativa de la población; este requerimiento — que es el único que da 
sentido a la noción clínica de pandemia y a las medidas políticas que se le asocian — fue eliminado de 
la definición el mes de mayo del 2009 , después que el 26 de abril los EEUU se hubiesen declarado 
en “estado de emergencia sanitaria nacional”, cuando en todo el país sólo había habido 20 personas 
infectadas de la nueva gripe y ninguna de ellas había muerto 
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WindowsweBulgaria 


Едно OT последните интервюта в Проект камелот ес журналистка от Австрия 


Windows Bulgaria, 3 ноември 2009 


https://windowsbulgaria.com/topic/1100-ah In1/ 


Едно от последните интервюта в Проект камелот е с журналистка от Австрия, пишеща 
статии за медицински списания. 

В момента тя е уволнена от работа, защото е поискала да се разследва случая с Baxter от 
февруари 2009, когато във ваксините за свинския грип е открит активно действащ H5N1. 
Пробите са разпратени в 18 лаборатории и чехите откриват наличието на птичия грип във 
ваксината против свински. Журналистката твърди, ue Baxter са внесли в Австрия 72 кг H5NI 
(птичия грип) и до днес никой не може да потвърди какво смятат да правят с него. 

Тя се е запознала с документите как във Франция ще протече ваксинацията. 
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NAJNOWSZE FAKTY TVN24 GO A SWIAT WARSZAWA 


Skazone szczepionki i lobbing koncernów 


TVN24, 10 listopada 2009 


Jak bezpieczne sa szczepionki na grypę? Jeden z koncernów farmaceutycznych wysłał niedawno 
do Czech materiał badawczy skażony wirusem ptasiej grypy. — Podjęliśmy wszystkie środki zaradcze 
— tłumaczy firma. Jednak to rządy państw mają brać па siebie odpowiedzialność za ewentualne 
skutki uboczne szczepionek. 


Sprawę szczepionek zbadali dziennikarze programu "Teraz My" w TVN. Ма początku roku z 
fabryki Baxtera pod Wiedniem do kilku laboratoriów w Europie zostały rozesłane próbki zawierające 
szczep grypy. W sumie 72 kilogramy. Laboratoria miały z nich wyprodukować szczepionki na grypę 
sezonową. 


Jednak w czeskim ośrodku, w trakcie badań okazało się, że zwierzęta testowe zaczęły chorować 
na ptasią grypę. - Spodziewalismy się innego szczepu, musieliśmy je uśpić — mówi. 


"Firma Baxter natychmiast podjęła wszystkie niezbędne środki" 


W odpowiedzi na pytania "Teraz My" Baxter wystosował krótkie oświadczenie. Pisemnie, bo 
żaden z pracowników firmy nie chciał wypowiadać się przed kamerą. 


Czytamy w nim, że "w jednym z ośrodków badawczych testy laboratoryjne wykazały, że próbki 
wirusa dostarczone przez firmę Baxter były zanieczyszczone szczepem ptasiej grypy (...) Firma Baxter 
natychmiast podjęła wszystkie niezbędne środki stosownie do zaistniałej sytuacji oraz rozpoznała i 
wdrożyła działania korygujące i prewencyjne". 


"Przypadek? Na 72 kilogramach?" 


Dochodzenie w tej sprawie prowadziła Austriacka Agencja Leków. Uznała, że doszło do błędu, ale 
nic nikomu nie moglo sie stać, bo była to dopiero wczesna faza badań. Innego zdania jest austriacka 
dziennikarka Jane Burgermeister. Według niej, ze skażonego materiału mogły powstać gotowe 
szczepionki. - Nie ma mowy, żeby zmieszać wirusa z 72 kilogramami materiału badawczego przez 
przypadek. Złożyłam zawiadomienie do prokuratury — mówi reporterce programu. Jednak postępowanie 
zostało umorzone. 


Jak mogło dojść do takiej pomyłki 1 na ile procedury badawcze są bezpieczne? Koncerny na te 
pytania nie odpowiadają. Musi wystarczyć zapewnienie, że szczepionki — przynajmniej te na świńską 
grypę — są bezpieczne. I wielu państwom UE to wystarcza: w umowach na dostarczenie leku akceptują 
klauzule, że odpowiedzialność za efekty uboczne będzie ponosilo państwo. 


Tu wyjątkiem jest Polska. Minister zdrowia Ewa Kopacz domaga się od producentów szczepionek 
mocniejszych gwarancji. 
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Skuteczny lobbing koncernów? 


Dlaczego firmy zabezpieczają sig w ten sposób, skoro szczepionki maja Бус bezpieczne? Coraz 
głośniej mówi się o lobbingu, jaki wywierają one na rządy i międzynarodowe organizacje. — Firmy 
farmaceutyczne są obecne jako obserwatorzy w radzie doradczej przy WHO. Wielu członków tej 
rady jest też powiązanych z koncernami. Europejska Agencja Medyczna, która zaakceptowała 
niesprawdzone szczepionki, jest w dwóch trzecich finansowana przez firmy farmaceutyczne — 
wyjaśnia Burgermeister. 


A Claudia Wild z wiedeńskiego Instytutu Ludwiga Boltzmanna dodaje, że WHO niedawno ustawiła 
nowe, dużo łatwiejsze do spełnienia kryteria do ustanowienia stanu pandemii. - Znalazłam stronę 
internetową Europejskiej Grupy Badawczej nad Стура (ESWI), która jest instytucją lobbingowa z 
siedzibą w Brukseli. Mieli sympozjum o przygotowaniu do pandemii grypy już w styczniu tego roku. 
Co takiego wiedzieli wtedy o Swinskiej grypie? — pyta. ESWI na swojej stronie internetowej podaje, 
że jest doradcą WHO, a wśród jej sponsorów można znależć trzech producentów szczepionki na 
świńską grypę. 


Grupa o przygotowaniach do pandemii dyskutowała w styczniu. W kwietniu w Meksyku odkryto 
A/H1N1. A w czerwcu WHO ogłosiło pandemię. A na pandemii koncerny mogą zarobić miliardy. 
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Swine flu vaccines contaminated with avian (bird) flu. 


Polish TV (TVN), 11 November 2009 


https://www. youtube.com/watch?v=V X6p-sbbnKs 


"I [We turned to Bax 
= Baxter Imteahtseit tolwritenistatementithat um 


=>. «Os ha which Dp 


This is a 5 minute material from a TV show called "Teraz my" ("Now us") broadcasted on 
9/11/2009 on biggest Polish private station TVN. The program is very respected and has very large 
audience so this is real mass media in Poland, I mean total mainstream media. 

The hosts invited current Polish Health Minister Ewa Kopacz (against the flu), and former Polish 
Health Minister Marek Balicki. 

He kept on saying actually one thing: "but WHO and EMA recommended it, are you trying to be 
smarter and jeopardize health of millions of Poles?" 

Current Minister kept bringing up the issues stated in her appearance in Polish Parliament, you 
can watch it here: RE: Polish Health ... 

Former Minister is either naive or full of shit and made a fool of himself the way he behaved, 
and she came out really good with the message. 

The hosts ended the show with a conclusion that the doubts are very reasonable and that it is 
disturbing how big pharma and big politics are making big shady businesses above our heads. 

It starts becoming a public subject now and it looks really good folks! 
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УКРАТИСЬКА ПРАВДА 


Артем Петренко 
Пандемия — природный процесс или заговор? 


Українська Правда, 12 ноября 2009, 12:50 


https://blogs.pravda.com.ua/authors/petrenko/4afbe87ab2 169/ 


В СМИ появилась информация, O TOM, что якобът в феврале 2009 года австрийская компания 
— дистрибьютор лекарств "Орта" отправила в Чехию, Словению и Германию партию противо- 
гриппозной вакцины, произведенной американской компанией "Бакстер". Лаборант чешской 
фармацевтической компании "Биотест" проверил американскую вакцину на лабораторных 
хорьках. Все животные погибли. При анализе вакцины выяснилось, что она содержит в себе 
живой (активный) "птичий" вирус H5NI и человеческий — H3N2. Более детальные исследования 
канадской химлабораторией показали, что компонент Н5М1 является чрезвычайно опасным. 
Именно от такого вируса "птичьего гриппа" гибли люди в разных уголках мира. 


На запрос канадских журналистов компания "Baxter Pharmaseutical International, Inc.", 
главный офис которой находится в Дирфильде, штат Иллинойс, отрицала факт своего 
причастия инциденту. Но под давлением европейских стран вынуждена была признать, что 
вакцина была разработана в ее лабораториях, однако заражение вакцины вирусом H5N1 
могло быть только случайной ошибкой. "Экспериментальный материал был подготовлен 
специально для лабораторных исследований, не был использован для производства вакцин и 
не был предназначен для использования на людях", — заявил представитель "Baxter". 


Конспирологи успели вписать этот факт В общую теорию заговора против человечества. 


Например, в расследовании этого случая участвовала и австрийская журналистка Жане 
Бургермейстер. В апреле она подала на компанию "Бакстер" иск в австрийский суд. По ее 
словам, после этого она была уволена с работы. Журналистка открыла специальный сайт 
www.theflucase.com, где собирает всю информацию о пандемическом заговоре "мировой 
закулисы". Она утверждает, что это спланированная акция с целью заразить вирусом с помощью 
вакцинации множество людей по всему миру. Будто конечная цель — после введения 
чрезвычайного положения, способствовать установлению нового мирового порядка. Якобы 
ВОЗ подконтрольна организаторам заговора. 


Но этот и предыдущие скандалы вокруг этой фирмы не сказались на работе над вакциной 
против "калифорнийского" гриппа. 
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Swine flu vaccines contaminated with avian (bird) flu 
Producer admits on Polish TV 
dj q али 


Alkoga.Blogspot, 12 November 2009 
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Swine Ни vaccines contaminated with avian (bird) flu. 
Producer admits on Polish TV 
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This is a 5 minute material from а TV show called "Teraz my" ("Now us") broadcasted оп 
9/11/2009 on biggest Polish private station TVN. The program is very respected and has very large 
audience so this is real mass media in Poland, I mean total mainstream media. 

The hosts invited current Polish Health Minister Ewa Kopacz (against the flu), and former Polish 
Health Minister Marek Balicki. 

He kept on saying actually one thing: "but WHO and EMA recommended it, are you trying to be 
smarter and jeopardize health of millions of Poles?". 

Current Minister kept bringing up the issues stated in her appearance in Polish Parliament, you 
can watch it here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RhZesZ... 

Former Minister is either naive or full of shit and made a fool of himself the way he behaved, 
and she came out really good with the message. 

The hosts ended the show with a conclusion that the doubts are very reasonable and that it is 
disturbing how big pharma and big politics are making big shady businesses above our heads. 

It starts becoming a public subject now and it looks really good folks! 

If you really really want to watch all of it, comment or write me a msg and ГИ see what I can do 
for ya :) 
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AHRCANUM 


Baxter Flu Vaccine Contaminated, TV Investigative Report 


Ahrcanum, 13 November 2009 


Baxter Pharmaceutical, makers of HIN1 Swine Flu Vaccines has admitted that they were involved 
with contaminating vaccines, a Polish television station has reported. In May 2009, we reported: 


A < 


"Would | give (10 my*elderly*mother; or to my child; 
( POLISH.HEALTH MINISTER.EWA.KOPACZ) 


Svine flu vaccines contaminated with avian (bird) flu. Producer admits on Polish TV (TVN). 


https://www. youtube.com/watch?v=V X6p-sbbnKs 


Baxter sent vaccines contaminated with deadly live H5N1 avian flu virus to 18 countries before 
someone caught the mistake and the vaccine got injected thousands of people. Baxter just missed 
creating its own pandemic then by mixing deadly H5N1 virus with a mix of H3N2 seasonal flu 
viruses, or did they? By possibly creating the pandemic, maybe Baxter already has the cure and 
that is why WHO has deemed them the appropriate pharmaceutical company to lead the way for a 
swine flu vaccine. Keep in mind- Just 50 miles from the H1N1 ground zero outbreak in Mexico 
City, lies Baxter’s manufacturing plant in Cuernavaca, Mexico. 


Is ше HINI Swine Flu the excuse that pharmaceutical companies needed to sell vaccines that 
were patented well before the outbreak occurred? Like Sarah Palin, we might say, “You Betcha.” 
The rush for approval based on previous manufacturing process is nothing short of a ploy for the 
probability that it is a weapon for population reduction. Targeting pregnant women and young 
children first, they are being injected with toxic laden chemicals including spermicides to inhibit 
future fertility. 


Likely no press in the U.S. will ever investigate or make the connections that we have tried to 
make, and authenticate here at Ahrcanum. Sad to see Lou Dobbs go, he would have been the one 
person left who could have presented this to the American people. Jane Burgermeister’s claim to 
Austrian authorities regarding a vaccine ‘conspiracy’ has been apparently dismissed. What is not so 
easily dismissed, is that citizens from Poland to the four corners of the world are beginning to take 
notice and refuse to vaccinate. Funny how all the vaccine manufactures are immune from lawsuits 
in the U.S. 
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Jane Burgermeister 


Investigating the 
Swine Flu 'Pandemic' 


Wake Up Call Conference 
Fife 12th December 2009 


Jane Burgermeister 
Investigating the Swine Flu Pandemic 


Wake Up Call Conference 5, ВВС5 TV, 12 December 2009 


http://www.stolenelectionnovella.com/jane-burgermeister-warned-us. html 


Bioterrorism Evidence 

Evidence that an international corporate criminal syndicate, which has annexed high government 
office inside the United States, is intent on carrying out a mass genocide against the people of the 
United States by using an artificial (genetic) flu pandemic virus and a forced vaccination program to 
cause mass death and injury and depopulate America in order to transfer control of the United States to 
WHO, the UN and affiliated security forces (UN troops from countries such as China, Canada, the 
UK and Mexico etc). See this document here 


:'b.archive.org/web/Z 7041805: 


enews.net/Eviden 


(pp. 31-36): 
VII. Evidence as to the role of Baxter and WHO in producing and releasing pandemic virus 
material in Austria. 


Baxter Pharmaceutical http://www.baxter.com/ has been chosen by the WHO to lead the efforts 
in finding a vaccine cure for the swine flu HINI virus. 


Baxter AG, headquartered in Vienna, and the Austrian subsidiary of the pharmaceutical company 
Baxter International, headquartered in Deerfield, IL, USA, sent vaccine material contaminated with 
deadly live H5N1 bird flu virus to 16 laboratories in four countries in winter 2009 before a technician 
caught the mistake. 


The deadly mixture of live bird flu virus and human flu virus were mixed in a biosecurity level 3 
facility, where basic protocol and procedures would make it impossible to ever mix a live virus 
bioweapon with vaccine material by accident. In the first place, the strain of bird flu that is lethal to 
humans has no place in the the Baxter facility in Austria. So what was it doing in the facility designed 
for research into normal flu viruses and vaccines and their production to begin with? 
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The material released was a combination H3N2 seasonal flu viruses and live, unlabeled H5N1 
viruses. If both strains were to incubate and recombine in a human host, a virulent airborne weapon 
that would cause a pandemic would be released, potentially killing billions. 


The Baxter facility did not radiate the material before they sent it out, leaving the deadly virus alive. 


To sum up,Baxter International, a global pharmaceutical corporation that has secured lucrative 
contracts to supply bird flu vaccines in pandemic, mixed live bird flu with human flu vaccine material 
in a Biosecurity level -3 facility, fail to radiate it and sent it under a false label to 16 labs as vaccine 
material. 


About eight weeks later, a artitificial, genetic worldwide interspecies flu pandemic breaks out in 
Mexico City, close to another Baxter facility, and the same company is given government and WHO 
contracs to produce vaccines for the outbreak. 


According to Austrian Health Minister Alois Stéger, 72 kilograms of vaccine material was 

contaminated with the live bird flu virus which WHO supplied. 
http://www.parlament.gv.at/PG/DE/XXIV/AB/AB_01457/fnameorig_158854.html 
Parliamentary answers 1457/AB (XXIV. GP) May 20th, 2009, 


Fragen 14 und 15: 
Das fiir Forschungszwecke bestimmtes Material -72 kg waren als kontaminiert anzusehen — 
wurde in die Firma zurůck geholt und kontrolliert vernichtet.“ 


It is still not clear how 72 kilograms of the world’s deadliest bioweapon can be sent by accident 
from a high biosecurity facilities, not irradiated and under a false label. 


However, we know from Baxter itself that it produced the 72 kilograms contaminated material 

using a wild type live bird flu virus obtained from the WHO reference center. 

http://www .promedmail.org/pls/otn/f?p=2400:1001:53103::NO::F2400_P1001_BACK_PAGE,F 
2400_P1001_PUB_MAIL_ID:10001,76322 


A statement on behalf of Baxter 

I would like to provide the following update to a posting on ProMED dated 25 Feb 2009 (Avian 
influenza, accidental distribution — Czech Rep. ex Austria: RFI). 

The H5N 1 strain was the A/Vietnam/1203/2004 strain, received from a WHO reference centre. 
All information concerning this incident has been provided to the involved national authorities and 
appropriate international bodies such as ECDC and WHO. 


Christopher Bona 

Director, Global BioScience Communications 
Corporate Communications 

Baxter International Inc. 

One Baxter Parkway 

Deerfield, IL 60015 
<christopher_bona @ baxter.com> 


Also, Baxter is the only flu vaccine manufacturer to work with wild type flu viruses, felt to be 
more dangerous than the altered and attenuated (weakened) viruses other manufacturers use. 
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The Austrian police have launched an investigation into the incident that almost triggered a 
global pandemic. The mixture of the deadly H5N1 virus with a mix of H3N2 seasonal flu viruses is 
classified as one of the most deadly bioweapons in the world with a mortality rate of 63 per cent. 


So, with the Baxter incident in Austria, there is proof that Baxter not only created flu material 
with help from WHO, but also distributed them in large quantities to trigger a pandemic, while also 
positioning themselves to produce the vaccine allegedly to "protect" against the virus they created 
and released. 


In criminal charges filed against Baxter on April 8th, 2009 at the Vienna City Prosecutor’s office, 
Landesgerichtstr 11, 1080 Vienna, Austria, it was alleged that Baxter unlawfully, wilfully and 
knowingly, in the period between December 2008 and February 2009, employed manipulative and 
deceptive devices and contrivances in violation of national and international laws on the manufacturing, 
possession, release and dissemination of biological weapons of mass destruction and on organised 
crime, to manufacture and distribute a biological agent that is classified as a bioweapon among the 
population in order to profit from the pandemic. 


First, Baxter manufactured influenza material contaminated with a bird flu virus in its biomedical 
research laboratories in Orth on the Danube in December 2008. 


Baxter uses BSL 3 (Biosafety Level 3) precautions in its laboratories, a system for the safehandling 
of toxic substances, which makes an accidental contamination of ordinary flu material with the 
dangerous bird flu virus virtually impossible. 


The 72 kilograms of contaminated vaccine material contained a mixture of a seasonal H3N2 human 
influenza virus and the deadly bird Пи HSN1 virus. By adding a virus of the type H5NI to an ordinary 
flu virus of the type H3N2, The H5NI virus is restricted in its human-to-human transmissibility, 
especially because it is less airborne. However, when it is combined with seasonal flu viruses, which 
are airborne and easily spread, a new bioweapon is created. 


Second, Baxter distributed via Avir this contaminated vaccines using false concealment and a 
false label to 16 laboratories in Austria and in other countries at the end of January/beginning of 
February, potentially infecting at least 36-37 laboratory staff, who had had to be treated preventively 
for bird flu and ordinary flu in hospital. 


A total of 18 laboratory staff belonging to Avir had to undergo preventative treatment for the 
bird flu and ordinary flu at the Otto Wagner Hospital in Vienna on February, 9th, 2009, because of 
their exposure as part of their work to the highly pathogenic bird flu virus. 


This indicates that, in the opinion of medical experts, there was a risk that the staff of Avir had 
contracted bird flu, and, unknowingly, acted as carriers of a pandemic virus into the population of a 
densely built up Vienna city district and in wintertime. 


The material was only discovered when staff working for BioTest (in Konarovice in the Czech 
Republic), tested the vaccination on ferrets, who then died. 


BiotTst was supposed to test anti-flu vaccination that should serve Europeans during the next flu 
season, and the labels on the material sent to them from Baxter via Avir gave no indication of the 
lethal contents. 


The 13 BioTest staff were treated with Tamiflu and were placed in quarantine for fear they had 
been contaminated with the bird flu virus, which is on the list of the possible biological weapons and 
one of the most dangerous biological agents on the Earth with more than 60% death rate. 
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Subsequently the same problem of Baxter contaminated vaccine material was found in the 
laboratories in Slovenia, Austria and Germany, who had received the material from Baxter. 


First, the company Baxter evoked the 'trade secret" and refused to explain how exactly how a 
Level 3 biological warfare pathogen found its way into H3N2 material, regardless whether or not 
this experimental vaccine material was 'intended' for eventual use in humans or not. 


Baxter representatives have said that the material sent to the Czech republic, Austria, Slovenia 
and Germany was in fact a pure H5NI sent by accident - maybe to mask the previous assumption, 
that it was in fact an ordinary Ни vaccine, which was contaminated. It 15 still not clear whether it 
was in fact the pure HSN1 or contaminated vaccine. 


The Austrian Health Minister Alois Stóger confirmed on May 20th 2009 that the 72 kilograms 
of contaminated vaccine material has been destroyed, but no information has been released as to the 


genetic sequences of the contaminated material or what Clade was Baxter s H5N1 vaccine from, 
whether from Clade 1? Clade 2? Clade 3? Other? 


Therefore, it is not possible to know whether H5N1 resembles the strains circulating in waterfowl. 


Was the contaminated Н5М1 strain genetically engineered? If so, by whom? Does the NS protein 
in Baxters H5N1 material contain polymorphisms which suppress human interferon production? Was 
Baxters H5NI a full set of influenza genes? Or was it just the hemaglutanin and neuraminidase? 
Did Baxter s H5N1 contain a poly-basic cleavage site on the Hemaglutanin surface protein? Why 
were the samples of experimental vaccine material not irradiated? 


Coinfection of H5N1 and H3N2 would not produce simple reassortment but a complex in vivo 
recombination of many competing strains in the infected host. 


Furthermore the complex coinfection of H5N1 and H3N2 in a human would produce natural 
selection pressure for maximum virulence. 


The book "Evolutionary Dynamics" suggest that viral coinfection selects for both maximum 
virulence and infectivity. 


How close the world came to a pandemic is underlined by the reaction of Panasonic Japan. 


On February 9th — on the very same day as 18 employees of Avir were given preventative 
treatment for the bird flu in the Otto Wagner Hospital in Vienna — AFP reported that Panasonic 


Japan intended to bring back to Japan the families of many of its staff working around the world 
because of the threat of a bird flu pandemic. 


"Panasonic to fly home workers' families over bird flu fears Feb 9, 2009 
TOKYO (AFP) — Panasonic Corp. has ordered Japanese employees in some foreign countries 
to send their families home to Japan in preparation for a possible bird flu pandemic, a spokesman 


said Tuesday." 


The firm decided to take the rare measure “well ahead of possible confusion at the outbreak of a 
global pandemic," he said. 
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The Times of India reported on March 6th, 2009, that a pandemic was nearly triggered as a result 
of Baxter’s actions. 


“It's emerged that virulent H5N1 bird flu was sent out by accident from an Austrian lab last year 
and given to ferrets in the Czech Republic before anyone realised. As well as the risk of it escaping 
into the wild, the H5N1 got mixed with a human strain, which might have spawned a hybrid that 
could unleash a pandemic. 


Last December, the Austrian branch of US vaccine company Baxter sent a batch of ordinary 
human H3N2 flu, altered so it couldn't replicate, to Avir Green Hills Biotechnology, also in Austria. 
In February, a lab in the Czech Republic working for Avir alerted Baxter that, ferrets inoculated 
with the sample had died. It turned out the sample contained live H5N1, which Baxter uses to make 
vaccine. The two seem to have been mixed in error. 


Markus Reinhard of Baxter says no one was infected because the H3N2 was handled at a high 
level of containment. But Ab Osterhaus of Erasmus University in the Netherlands says: "We need 
to go to great lengths to make sure this kind of thing doesn't happen." 


Accidental release of a mixture of live H5N1 and H3N2 viruses could have resulted in dire 
consequences.“ 


It needs to be stressed that the bird flu virus was developed in US military laboratories from 
1995 onwards by researchers who reconstructed the genetic code of the Spanish Flu pandemic virus 
of 1918-1919. 


So, using the argument that they need to find an antidote to the lethal bird flu virus, researchers 
have actually resurrected this lethal bird flu virus and created the danger in the first place, and with 
funds provided by organisations such as WHO. 


“Reviving the Spanish Flu virus is a recipe for a catastrophe. It could put any attack using anthrax 
or the plague in the shade, “said Jan van Aken, head of the German section of the Sunshine Project. 


In the summer of 2008, US researchers found that this newly reconstructed lethal bird flu virus 
could be mixed with ordinary human flu virus in laboratory conditions and so, in theory, could 
acquire easy human-to-human transmissibility. 


It was precisely this very virus, a mix of a lethal H5N1 bird flu virus and an ordinary human flu 
H3N2 virus that Baxter manufactured in its laboratory in Orth/Donau in December 2008, and then 
distributed via Avir to 16 laboratories in Austria and abroad employing fraudulent misrepresentation. 

The Canadian Press explains the issue: 

“While HSN1 doesn’t easily infect people, H3N2 viruses do. If someone exposed to a mixture of 
the two had been simultaneously infected with both strains, he or she could have served as an incubator 


for a hybrid virus able to transmit easily to and among people.“ 


According to media reports, Dr Rebecca Carley maintained in March 2009 that this was a 
deliberate attempt to start a pandemic. 
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“Basically, they're trying to cause the pandemic. They have already stockpiled at least 250 
million doses of the bird flu vaccine. The shelf life of that vaccine has a certain amount of time by 
which they'll have to throw it in the garbage. So they have to start the pandemic so that they can 
give Ше vaccines, which will then cause the bird flu pandemic...In fact, this is an associated press 
article that says that our government is reluctant to give bird flu vaccine to some of the rogue nations 
for fear they will use the vaccine as biological warfare. So when you actually look at what's out 
there, folks, it becomes crystal clear. This is genocide. This is population reduction. And it’s happening 
right now. “ 


“Well, let me also state that this is very intentional because Ше H5N1 bird flu virus is not actually 
able to be picked up by humans in a regular scenario. So by putting it with a regular human flu, 
they’re intentionally causing it to create a hybrid virus. And this is how they’re going to make the bird 
flu virus be contracted by the people because it’s very virulent. And basically, the scenario that it 
creates is very disturbing. You actually bleed out into your lungs and suffocate on your own blood." 
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Форум "Наука" OS forumnauka.bg 


Laplandetza | Информация относно КОВИД-19] 


Форум "Наука", Април 13, 2020 


Още през юли 1969 г. директорът на Управлението за перспективни изследователски 
програми към армията на САЩ доктор Макартър се изказва пред Конгреса в Комитета по 
асигнация на Белия дом. Той заявил, че „в течение на 5-10 години ще е възможно да се 
произведе синтетичен биологичен вирус, който не съществува в природата и срещу който не 
може да има естествен имунитет”. 

В края на 80-те години Конгресът публикува материали от тези изслушвания с шокиращите 
откровения на доктор Макартър за разработването на синтетични биологични вируси в 
лабораториите. Стана известно, че две групи изследователи - европейска, под ръководството на 
Рон Фуше, от Ротердам, и американска, начело с професор Йошихиро Каваока, от университета 
„Уисконсин-Медисън”, - са създали в лаборатория щамовете на вируса H5NI (т. нар. птичи 
грип), който се предава от човек на човек по въздушно-капков път (експериментите се 
провеждали върху домашно порче, феретка). Учените изпратили своите статии в найизвестните 
научни списания - проф. Каваока — в сп. „Нейчър” (“Nature”), Рон Фуше - в сп. „Наука” 
(„Science”). В края на декември 2011 г. обаче Националният научен съвет по биобезопасност 
на САЩ (National Science Advisory Board for Biosecurity, NSABB) разпраща на главните 
редактори Ha двете списания и на авторите Ha статиите писма, в които настоятелно препоръчва 
тези текстове да не се публикуват. 

Шефът на NSABB Пол Кейм обяснил на пресата защо публикациите за резултатите от 
изследванията са били забранени: „Потенциалът на вируса H5N1 е толкова мощен, че аз не си 
представям на какво друго още е способен той” — тези думи на Кейм са цитирани от британската 
агенция „Ройтерс”. Кейм отбелязва, че на този етап създаденият вирус е най-голямата заплаха 
за живота на всички хора, и че смъртността е много повисока в сравнение с „испанката” (т.е. 
испанският грип, 0.пр.) от 1918-1919 г.” (тогава загиват 40 милиона души). 

Националният научен съвет по сигурността мотивира своето решение (да не се публикуват 
изследванията, 6. пр.) с факта, че двата щама са изкуствено създадени в лаборатория и може 
да попаднат в ръцете на биотерористи. Както знаем, подготовката за евентуална биологична 
война предполага не само наличие на смъртоносен вирус, но и ваксини за него. Само че шефът 
на NSABB Кейм не съобщава нищо за такава, вероятно защото TA не е за „простосмъртни”. 

През февруари 2009 г. щаб-квартирата на транснационалната фармацевтична корпорация 
“Baxter”, базирана в Австрия, изпраща на 16 европейски лаборатории в четири държави 62 кг 
субстанция за производство на ваксина от „сезонен грип”. Техник в една от лабораториите, 
разположена в Чехия, открива, че субстанцията е заразена с два живи вируса на грипа. Единият 
е обикновеният сезонен вирус, който има следните характеристики - ниска смъртност (по- 
малко от 1 Фо), но много висока степен на разпространение (заразяване). Другият вирус на 
грип имал много ниска степен на разпространение, но пък бил с висока смъртност (около 60 
%). Очевидно, че при смесването на тези два вируса има огромна вероятност да се създаде 
нов вирус с две ключови характеристики - висока степен на разпространение (заразяване) и 
смъртност. Ако този сътрудник не бе открил случайно факта на заразената субстанция (или ако 
беше скрил тази информация), щеше да се появи реална заплаха от най-ужасната пандемия, 
защото 62 кг субстанция стига едва за няколко хиляди дози ваксина. 

Австрийската журналистка Джейн Бургермайстер, която публикува свое разследване по 
тази афера, отправи публично искане до Световната здравна организация, до ООН и до 
правителствата на редица държави, обвини корпорацията “Baxter” в „биотероризъм и опит за 
масово убийство”. Заразяването на субстанцията бе официално потвърдено и от компанията. 

Само че делото и досега чака за разглеждане в СЗО. 
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5. Swine Flu may have Escaped from a Laboratory 


Che Frederick Хешя- 051 


Justin M. Palk 
Fort Detrick disease samples may be missing 


The Frederick News-Post, 22 April 2009 


Army criminal investigators are looking into the possibility that disease samples are missing 
from biolabs at Fort Detrick. 


As first reported in today's edition of The Frederick News-Post by columnist Katherine Heerbrandt, 
the investigators are from the U.S. Army Criminal Investigation Division unit at Fort Meade. 


Chad Jones, spokesman for Fort Meade, said CID is investigating the possibility of missing virus 
samples from the U.S. Army Medical Research Institute of Infectious Diseases. 


He said the only other detail he could provide 15 that the investigation is ongoing. 


Fort Detrick does not have its own CID office, Jones said, which is why Fort Meade's CID was 
brought in. 


Jones said he could not comment on when the investigation started. 


CID is responsible for investigating crimes where the Army is, or may be, a party of interest, 
according to the U.S. Army Criminal Investigation Command website. 


USAMRIID is the Army's top biodefense lab, where researchers study pathogens including 
Ebola, anthrax and plague. 


In February, USAMRIID halted all its research into these and other diseases, known as "select 
agents" following the discovery of virus samples that weren't listed in its inventory. 


The institute's commander, Col. John Skvorak, ordered research halted while workers conducted 
a complete inventory of the institute's select agents. 


That inventory is nearly completed, though the exact end date isn't known yet, said Caree Vander 
Linden, USAMRID spokeswoman. 


Vander Linden said she didn't know about the CID investigation and referred questions to the 
CID's head public affairs office. 


There is no indication whether the CID investigation is connected to USAMRIID's re-inventorying 
of its select agent stocks. 
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Larry Shaughnessy 
Army: 3 vials of virus samples missing from Maryland facility 


CNN, 22 April 2009. 


Washington (CNN) — Missing vials of a potentially dangerous virus have prompted an Army 
investigation into the disappearance from a lab in Maryland. 


The Army's Criminal Investigation Command agents have been visiting Fort Detrick in Frederick, 
Maryland, to investigate the disappearance of the vials. Christopher Grey, spokesman for the command, 
said this latest investigation has found "no evidence of criminal activity.” 


The vials contained samples of Venezuelan Equine Encephalitis, a virus that sickens horses and 
can be spread to humans by mosquitoes. In 97 percent of cases, humans with the virus suffer flu- 
like symptoms, but it can be deadly in about 1 out of 100 cases, according to Caree Vander Linden, 
a spokeswoman for the Army's Medical Research Institute of Infectious Diseases. There is an effective 
vaccine for the disease and there hasn't been an outbreak in the United States since 1971. 


The vials had been at the research institute's facility at Fort Detrick, home of the Army's top 
biological research facility, for more than a decade. The three missing vials were among thousands 
of vials that were under the control of a senior scientist who retired in 2004. When another Fort 
Detrick scientist recently inventoried the retired scientist's biological samples, he discovered that 
the three vials of the virus were missing. The original scientist's records about his vials dated back 
to the days of paper-and-pen inventories. 


During the investigation, the retired scientist and another former Fort Detrick researcher cooperated 
with investigating agents and, according to Vander Linden, they came back to the facility to help 
look for the vials. 


Vander Linden said the investigators know that several years ago an entire freezer full of biological 
samples broke down and all the samples had to be safely destroyed. But a complete inventory of 
what was in the freezer was not done before the samples were destroyed. Vander Linden said there's 
a "strong possibility" the vials were in that freezer and destroyed, but that isn't known for sure. 


This investigation comes two months after all research at the research institute facility at Fort 
Detrick was halted for a complete computer-based inventory of all disease samples at the fort. That 
inventory is expected to be complete before summer and may help solve the mystery of the three 
missing vials, officials said. 
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NEWWORLDLIBERTY 


Swine Flu Attack Likely a Beta Test 


New World Liberty, 25 April 2009 


The latest bioterrorism attack by the New World Order is likely a beta test. Yes, it is a bioterrorism 
attack. It was a hybrid strain created from human, swine, and bird flu from North America, Europe, 
and Asia. It was created in a laboratory. This doesn’t happen in nature. 


Baxter was caught shipping a weaponized avian bird flu mixed strain in their vaccines last month 
in Europe. Again, this is proof that this deadly virus was created in a laboratory because they did exactly 
that last month. Bayer was caught shipping HIV in their drugs in the 80s. Both of these events are 
published in mainstream newspapers. You can use Google like everyone else to find them. 


I predicted this event last month in my documented and linked article when Baxter was caught. If 
Baxter was trying to do this, they weren’t going to stop trying, especially when Baxter wasn’t even 
prosecuted for the crime, and the television news was completely silent about it. 


It seems someone wasn’t caught this time before they were able to make delivery of the virus. Not 
that anyone would be prosecuted for bioterrorism. They weren’t prosecuted the previous numerous 
times where they were caught. 


This latest flu hasn’t been widespread and not that deadly. It seems to be just a beta test and not 
the real release to drastically reduce the population of the world. 


Yes, the ruling elite want to reduce the population of the world. They write about it in their books, 
in their think tank documents, in government documents, and at their conferences. You won’t hear 
about it on television news because they’re part of the mainstream media trust, along with AP and 
Reuters, which are all owned by the same people. 


They add the industrial waste and active ingredient of rat poison, known as fluoride, in your water, 
causing your brain, liver, and bones to rot and decay. They add mercury, which is as toxic as lead or 
arsenic, to the vaccines as a preservative, causing autism and sudden infant death syndrome, among 
several other things. Yes, the government hates you and wants to kill you. Government loves war 
and death. 


Before any scientist does anything very drastic they always do a beta test. They are studying several 
different things such as how far it spreads and how fast. They are studying if it mutates. They are 
studying if they'll get away with the crime. 


Mexico seems like an ideal distribution point since they know it would spread to the United States. 
There are less safeguards in Mexico than the United States, but the United States is the primary target. 
Americans have a Second Amendment right, which makes Americans a big threat to the New World 
Order and the ruling elite’s power. 


It is your duty not to make the latest beta test a success by screaming about it. Scream about it to 
your elected representatives and to the media. Demand justice. 

The sick part about this is that they are using vaccines to spread the virus. The cure for the bio- 
terrorism attack is the method of delivery so take vaccines at your own risk. Take a rat or your local 
politician to the doctor with you to beta test the vaccine before you take it. 
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Just be aware they may switch the delivery mechanism to something like food, water, or aerial 
spraying to drastically reduce the population. I’m not an expert, but I believe injections are the most 
effective delivery mechanism for spreading such a biological weapon and is why they were caught 
doing just that. 


The real test will be much more deadly and much more widespread. They'll bring in martial law 
when it happens and take the rest of our rights away if we happen to survive a large-scale bioterror 
attack. 


This is why you must awaken everybody that the government and big corporations are the terrorists, 
not Islamic brown people hiding in caves. Switch the word “Islamic” with the word “Jew”, and you’ll 
understand how Hitler came to power in a democratic society. I can’t believe people haven’t caught 
onto the race baiting by the national socialists running this nation and the world. You’re bigots and 
don’t even realize it. You’re a bunch of Nazis and don’t even realize it. 


This is why you must demand justice for these crimes against humanity by the evil terrorist tyrants 
in power. This is a big deal. Your life and the lives of your friends, family, and children depend on 
fighting it. 


You might want to question who is making a profit on this as well. I believe Obama even own 
shares of the company who makes the drug to treat this virus. Illinois-based Baxter working on 
swine flu vaccine. 


This is not a hoax. Dead bodies are not a hoax. What is happening now is not a hoax. It is fact. 
What Baxter and Bayer did is fact. If you deny these facts, I can’t help you. You’re beyond help. 


Alex Jones 
Swine Flu Attack Likely a Beta Test 
Prison Planet TV, 26 April 2009 


infonews.co.nz 


Roberto Jelash 
Swine Flu Attack Likely A Beta Test 
Info News, 27 April 2009, 1:07PM 
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ex 
Y JONES’ | М FOWARS.CO M BECAUSE THERE IS A WAR ON FOR YOUR MIND 


Paul Joseph Watson 
Medical Director: Swine Flu Was “Cultured in a Laboratory” 


Info Wars, 25 April 2009 


Editor’s note: On Friday, NPR reported that the deadly swine flu “combines genetic material 
from pigs, birds and humans in a way researchers have not seen before, ” thus leading us to suspect 
it was cooked up in a lab. 


Swine flu panic is spreading in Mexico and soldiers are patrolling the streets after it was confirmed 
that human to human transmission is occurring and that the virus is a brand-new strain which is 
seemingly affecting young, healthy people the worst. Questions about the source of the outbreak are 
also being asked after a public health official said that the virus was “cultured in a laboratory”. 

“This strain of swine influenza that’s been cultured in a laboratoryis something that’s not been 
seen anywhere actually in the United States and the world, so this is actually a new strain of influenza 
that’s been identified,” said Dr. John Carlo, Dallas Co. Medical Director (video clip here). 

Was this a slip-up or an admission that this new super-strain of swine influenza was deliberately 
cultured in a laboratory and released? 


Alarming reports are now filtering in about people catching the illness who have had no contact 
with pigs whatsoever. These include a man and his daughter in San Diego County, a 41-year-old 
woman in Imperial County and two teenagers in San Antonio, Texas. In fact, in all U.S. cases, the 
victims had no contact with any pigs. 

Dr. Wilma Wooten, San Diego County’s public health officer, told KPBS “We have had person- 
to-person spread with the father and the daughter,” says Wooten, “And also with the two teenagers 
in Texas, they were in the same school. So that also indicates person-to-person transfer.” Dr. Wooten 
says it’s unclear how people were exposed to swine flu. She says “none of the patients have had any 
contact with pigs,” according to the report. 


Although the situation in the U.S. looks under control, panic is spreading in Mexico, where 800 
cases of pneumonia in the capital alone are suspected to be related to the swine flu and the virus has 
hit young and healthy people, which is very rare with an flu outbreak. Despite the danger of a pandemic, 
the U.S. border with Mexico remains open. 

“Mexico has shut schools and museums and canceled hundreds of public events in its sprawling, 
overcrowded capital of 20 million people to try to prevent further infections,” reports Reuters. 

“My level of concern is significant,” said Dr. Martin Fenstersheib, the health officer for Santa Clara 
County. “We have a novel virus, a brand-new strain that’s spreading human to human, and we are 
also seeing a virulent strain in Mexico that seems to be related. We certainly have concerns for this 
escalating.” 


The WHO insists that the outbreak has “pandemic potential” and has been stockpiling supplies 
of Tamiflu, known generically as oseltamivir, a pill that can both treat flu and prevent infection, 
according to officials. 


As we previously highlighted, those that have a stake in the Tamiflu vaccine include top globalists 
and BIlderberg members like George Shultz, Lodewijk J.R. de Vink and former Secretary of Defense 
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Donald Rumsfeld. => [Steve Watson. Killing Two Birds with One Tamiflu Stone. Avian Flu: Precedent 
for Martial Law and Globalist money spinner rolled into one. — Info Wars, 8 November 2005]. 


Indeed, Rumsfeld himself played a key role in hyping an outbreak of swine flu back in the 1976 
when he urged the entire country to get vaccinated. Many batches of the vaccine were contaminated, 
resulting in hundreds of sick people and 52 fatalities. 


The fact that the properties of the strain are completely new, that the virus is spreading from people 
to people, and that the young and healthy are being hit worst, has disturbing parallels to the deadly 
1918 pandemic that killed millions. 

It is unclear as to why, if the virus is a brand new strain, that public health officials are so confident 
programs of mass vaccination, which are already being prepared, would necessarily be effective. 

It certainly wouldn't be the first time that deadly flu viruses have been concocted in labs and 
then dispatched with the intention of creating a pandemic. 


When the story first broke last month, Czech newspapers questioned if the shocking discovery of 
vaccines contaminated with the deadly avian flu virus which were distributed to 18 countries by the 
American company Baxter were part of a conspiracy to provoke a pandemic. 


Since the probability of mixing a live virus biological weapon with vaccine material by accident 
is virtually impossible, this leaves no other explanation than that the contamination was a deliberate 
attempt to weaponize the H5N1 virus to its most potent extreme and distribute it via conventional 
flu vaccines to the population who would then infect others to a devastating degree as the disease 
went airborne. 


However, this is not the first time that vaccine companies have been caught distributing vaccines 
contaminated with deadly viruses. 


In 2006 it was revealed that Bayer Corporation had discovered that their injection drug, which was 
used by hemophiliacs, was contaminated with the HIV virus. Internal documents prove that after they 
positively knew that the drug was contaminated, they took it off the U.S. market only to dump it on 
the European, Asian and Latin American markets, knowingly exposing thousands, most of them 
children, to the live HIV virus. Government officials in France went to prison for allowing the drug 
to be distributed. The documents show that the FDA colluded with Bayer to cover-up the scandal and 
allowed the deadly drug to be distributed globally. No Bayer executives ever faced arrest or prosecution 
in the United States. 

In the UK, a 2007 outbreak of foot and mouth disease that put Britain on high alert has been originated 
from a government laboratory which is shared with an American pharmaceutical company, mirroring 
the deadly outbreak of 2001, which was also deliberately released. 

As we reported yesterday, last time there was a significant outbreak of a new form of swine flu 
in the U.S. it originated at the army base at Fort Dix, New Jersey. 


GlobalResearch 


Paul Joseph Watson 
Medical Director: Swine Flu Was *Cultured in a Laboratory" 
Global Research, April 26, 2009 
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Grist 


Tom Philpott 
Swine-flu outbreak could be linked to Smithfield factory farms 


Grist, 26 April 2009 


One flu east, one flu west. 


The outbreak of a new flu strain — a nasty mash-up of swine, avian, and human viruses — has 
infected 1,000 people in Mexico and the U.S., killing 68. The World Health Organization warned 
Saturday that the outbreak could reach global pandemic levels. 


Is Smithfield Foods, the world”s largest pork packer and hog producer, linked to the outbreak? 
Smithfield operates massive hog-raising operations Perote, Mexico, in the state of Vera Cruz, where 
the outbreak originated. The operations, grouped under a Smithfield subsidiary called Granjas Carroll, 
raise 950,000 hogs per year, according to the company Web site. 


On Friday, the U.S. disease-tracking blog Biosurveillance published a timeline of the outbreak 
containing this nugget, dated April 6 (major tip of the hat to Paula Hay, who alerted me to the 
Smithfield link on the Comfood listserv and has written about it on her blog, Peak Oil Entrepreneur): 


Residents [of Perote] believed the outbreak had been caused by contamination from pig breeding 
farms located in the area. They believed that the farms, operated by Granjas Carroll, polluted the 
atmosphere and local water bodies, which in turn led to the disease outbreak. According to residents, 
the company denied responsibility for the outbreak and attributed the cases to “flu.” However, a 
municipal health official stated that preliminary investigations indicated that the disease vector was 
a type of fly that reproduces in pig waste and that the outbreak was linked to the pig farms. It was 
unclear whether health officials had identified a suspected pathogen responsible for this outbreak. 


From what [ can tell, the possible link to Smithfield has not been reported in the U.S. press. Searches 
of Google News and the websites of the New York Times, Washington Post, and Wall Street Journal 
all came up empty. 


The link is being made in the Mexican media, however. “Granjas Carroll, causa de epidemia en 
La Gloria,” declared a headline in the Vera Cruz-based paper La Marcha. No need to translate that, 
except to point out that La Gloria is the village where the outbreak seems to have started. Judging 
from the article, Mexican authorities treat hog CAFOs with just as much if not more indulgence 
than their peers north of the border, to the detriment of surrounding communities and the general 
public health. Get this: 

De acuerdo con uno de los habitantes de la comunidad, Eli Ferrer Cortés, los desechos fecales y 
orgánicos que produce Granjas Carroll no son tratados adecuadamente, lo que genera 
contaminación del agua y del viento en la region. 
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My rough translation: According to one community resident, the organic and fecal waste produced 
by Granjas Carrol isn't adequately treated, creating water and air pollution in the region. Г witnessed 
— and smelled — the same thing in Hardin County, lowa, a couple of years ago, another area marked by 
intensive industrial hog production. The article goes on to say that area residents have long complained 
of “fetid odors” in the air and water, and swarms of flies hovering around waste lagoons. Like their 
counterparts who live in CAFO-heavy U.S. areas, they also complain of respiratory ailments. Now, 
with 30 percent of the area’s residents now infected with the virulent Ни bug, people are demanding 
that state and federal authorities inspect hog operations there. So far, reports La Marcha, the response 
has been: nada. => 

The Mexico City Daily La Jornada has also made the link. According to the newspaper, the Mexican 
health agency IMSS has acknowledged that the orginal carrier for the flu could be the “clouds of 
flies” that multiply in the Smithfield subsidiary’s manure lagoons. 


РИ be in touch with contacts in Mexico as this story develops — and ГП be curious to see whether 
the U.S. media explores the link with Smithfield’s Mexico operation. 


Note: In the original version of this post, I had called production at Granjas Carroll “nearly equal 
to Smithfield’s total U.S. production.” I had been confusing total production at Granjas Carroll — 
950,000 hogs produced in fiscal 2008 — with the number of sows, or breeding pigs, kept by Smithfield in 
the United States. According to my source — “Concentration of Ag Markets, 2007” (PDF) by Hendrickson 
and Heffernan — Smithfield keeps 1.2 million sows. Actual hog production is much larger — thus 
Smithfield’s total U.S. hog production is much larger than Granjas Carroll’s. I regret the error. 
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ONLINE JOURNAL" 


Wayne Madsen 
New swine flu feared to be weaponized strain 


Online Journal, 27 April 2009, 00:12 


According to two mainstream media journalists, one in Mexico City and the other in Jakarta, 
who spoke to WMR on background, they are convinced that the current outbreak of a new strain of 
swine flu in Mexico and some parts of the United States is the result of the introduction of a human- 
engineered pathogen that could result in a widespread global pandemic, with potentially catastrophic 
conseguences for domestic and international travel and commerce. 


The journalists have been told by top officials of the United Nations and the World Health 
Organization (WHO) about the grave dangers posed by the new and deadly swine flu strain, known 
as A-HINI. This flu, never before seen by scientists, has already killed up to 68 people in Mexico 
and has forced the cancellation of public events, including sports matches and concerts, and the 
closure of schools, libraries, and museums. Eight cases have been reported in Texas and California. 
Doctors are examining several students at a Oueens high school in New York who displayed 
symptoms similar to those experienced by swine flu patients in Mexico. 


Our Mexico City source said a top scientist for the United Nations, who has examined the outbreak 
of the deadly Ebola virus in Africa, as well as HIV/AIDS victims, concluded that H1N1 possesses 
certain transmission “vectors” that suggest that the new flu strain has been genetically-manufactured 
as a military biological warfare weapon. The UN expert believes that Ebola, HIV/AIDS, and the 
current A-H1N1 swine flu virus are biological warfare agents. 


Past swine flu outbreaks have been spread from pigs to humans, who then passed the flu on to 
other humans. However, with A-HINI, there have been no reported infections of pigs. In fact, 
according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), A-HINI has gene segments 
from North American swine, bird and human flu strains and a segment from Eurasian swine flu. 
Costa Rica, Brazil, and Peru have issued alerts to check all incoming passengers from Mexico at 
border crossings, airports, and seaports for symptoms of the swine flu. 


WHO is convening an emergency session of its top medical experts in Geneva and is set to declare 
HINI a “public health event of international concern.” It is reported that WHO will recommend 
travel restrictions to and from areas where the flu has been reported, including Mexico City and the 
states of Mexico, Hidalgo, San Luis PotosA- and Oaxaca. 


Our Jakarta source said WHO officials are afraid that the presence of gene segments from dreaded 
H5NI bird flu in the A-HINI swine flu strain could mean that the new swine flu strain was 


engineered to “jump species.” 


WMR has been informed that the CDC and U.S. Army dug up the body of an Inuit woman who 
died in 1918 in Brevig Mission, Alaska from an outbreak of Spanish flu. The influenza pandemic 
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that year killed up to 100 million people worldwide in an 18-month period. Brevig Mission saw 72 
of its 80 residents die within five days, the worst case recorded anywhere in the world. WMR has 
been told the genetic material recovered by the U.S. government from the corpse of the Inuit woman 
provided the basis for the development of the H5N1, or bird (avian), На strain at the U.S. Army 
Medical Institute of Infectious Diseases (USAMRIID) laboratory at Fort Detrick, Maryland, the 
point of origin for the Ames strain of anthrax used in the 2001 bio-war attacks against the U.S. 
Congress and the media. 


The fear in Asia is that if the A-HIN1 pandemic spreads to the United States, travel to and from 
the country will be all but shut down. 

The following are the symptoms associated with A-HINI: 

- cough 

- fever 

- sore throat 

- shortness of breath 

- muscle and joint pain 

The drugs Tamiflu and Relenza are seen as the most effective against A-HINI. 


Swine flu is a man made virus ? 


Russian Today, 28 April 2009 
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ga Natural News. 


Natural Health, Natural Living, Natural News 


Mark Adams 
As Swine Flu Spreads, Conspiracy Theories of Laboratory Origins Abound 


Natural News, 27 April 2009 


(NaturalNews) Perhaps due to the genetic makeup of the fast-spreading НІМІ strain of influenza 
— which includes genetic elements from bird flu, swine flu and human flu spanning three continents 
— there is considerable speculation that the origins of this virus are man-made. 


It's not an unreasonable question to ask: Could world governments, spooked by the prospect of 
radical climate change caused by over-population of the planet, have assembled a super-secret task 
force to engineer and distribute a super virulent strain of influenza designed to "correct" the human 
population (and institute global Martial Law)? 


Technically, it's possible. The U.S. military, all by itself, has the know-how to engineer and unleash 
such a virus. That doesn't mean they've done so, however. It would be an astonishing leap into crimes 
against humanity to intentionally unleash such a biological weapon into the wild. 

Then again, governments of the world have routinely engaged in crimes against humanity, haven't 
they? The U.S., for example, dropped nuclear bombs on civilian populations in Japan. Israel rained 
white phosphorous on Palestinians, Hitler exterminated countless Jews, and Americans fired millions 
of rounds of depleted uranium rounds into targets in Iraq and Afghanistan. Unleashing a viral biological 
weapon in Mexico City is no great leap beyond what governments have already done to achieve 
their goals. 

Throughout human history, virtually all the great crimes against humanity have been carried out 
by governments -- mostly in the name of peace, prosperity and security, by the way. So let's be clear 
about one thing: Governments are certainly capable of doing this if properly motivated. Let there be 
no question about that. 


Is there any hard evidence of laboratory origins? 


As of this moment, I have not personally seen any conclusive evidence of laboratory origins for 
this HINI swine flu. I am open to the possibility that new evidence may emerge in this direction, 
however, and I am suspicious of the genetic makeup of the virus as one possible indicator of its origins. 


I am not a medical specialist in the area of infectious disease, but I have studied microbiology, 
genetics and a considerable amount of material on pandemics. What seems suspicious to me is the 
hybrid origin of the viral fragments found in HINI influenza. According to reports in the mainstream 
media (which has no reason to lie about this particular detail), this strain of influenza contains viral 
code fragments from: 


• Human influenza 

* Bird Flu from North America 
* Swine flu from Europe 

* Swine flu from Asia 


This is rather astonishing to realize, because for this to have been a natural combination of viral 
fragments, it means an infected bird from North America would have had to infect pigs in Europe, 
then be re-infected by those some pigs with an unlikely cross-species mutation that allowed the bird 
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to carry it again, then that bird would have had to fly to Asia and infected pigs there, and those Asian 
pigs then mutated the virus once again (while preserving the European swine and bird flu elements) 
to become human transmittable, and then a human would have had to catch that virus from the Asian 
pigs — in Mexico! — and spread it to others. (This isn't the only explanation of how it could have 
happened, but it is one scenario that gives you an idea of the complexity of such a thing happening). 


Now, on a common-sense level, what is the likelihood of such a combination of seemingly 
unlikely, trans-continental events taking place? At first glance, without the benefit of additional 
laboratory analysis, it seems extremely unlikely that this could have happened "naturally," without 
human intervention. It's not outside the realm of possibility, of course, but it seems exceedingly 
remote that such events happened without some human encouragement. 


This is perhaps why the internet is smoking hot with talk of swine flu conspiracy theories. Alex 
Jones is, of course, covering the issue in articles like this one: => 


If the release of the virus was intentional, there are essentially two explanations for who might be 
behind it: 1) Governments attempting to reduce the human population, 2) Bio-terrorists attempting 
to kill lots of people. Or perhaps 3) Those two groups are one and the same! 


Why we shouldn't dismiss the conspiracy theories outright 


Many of the points made in conspiracy articles are well made, in fact: There is both a motive and 
a means for governments of the world to have played a role in the creation and transmission of this 
virus. Still, it doesn't mean they did, and NaturalNews will be cautious in reporting such conclusions 
until more evidence emerges. 

There's no question about one aspect of the circulating conspiracy theories, however: If governments 
wanted to infect people with this bio-engineered swine flu, vaccines would be the best way to do it. It 
seems interesting that Mexico City health officials, in particular, leaped to a mass vaccination campaign 
in the midst of the swine flu outbreak even though no vaccines are yet available for swine flu! 


Vaccinated doctors dead in days 


Did you catch what was said here? As Dr. Yeny Gregoria Davila posted on the BBC website, 
vaccines were given to the medical personnel and those very same medical personnel were dead 
within six days. Thus, the vaccine is certainly not protecting these people from infection. 


According to the conspiracy theories, these vaccines may indeed be the carrier of the virus. Injecting 
front-line medical personnel with the virus is the fastest way to spread it even further because medical 
workers interact with large numbers of immune-compromised people on a daily basis, including many 
people who tend to travel from far away to visit the hospital and then return to their distant towns, 
burros or villages in Mexico. 

Furthermore, the true number of people infected or killed by the virus is being vastly underreported, 
according to these doctors. It's just like China's handling of SARS: The country was hesitant to admit 
the disease existed at all in order to avoid international embarrassment over its lackluster health policies. 


As the WHO knows quite well, nations are universally reluctant to tell the truth about infectious 
disease. There's even a good reason why: Big Pharma usually attempts to acquire the virus early on, 
patent its particular genetic code, then manufacture expensive vaccines that it sells back to the stricken 
nation at a ridiculously-high price. This is how Big Pharma profits from a pandemic, turning human 
suffering into corporate profits. 

Thus, it is actually in a nation's economic interests to avoid sharing viral strains with world health 
authorities because WHO routinely shares viral specimens with pharmaceutical companies. This is 
just one factor in a long list of factors that compel nations to lie about infectious disease outbreaks. 

Even when it comes to pandemic outbreaks, we are still dealing with layer upon layer of 
commercially-motivated deception on the part of nations. That's why it's so important to figure out 
how to "read between the lies" of the mainstream media. ... 
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ABS@CBN NEWS 


Indonesian minister says swine flu could be man-made 


ABS-CBN News, 28 April 2009, 03:22 PM 


Jakarta - Indonesian Heath Minister Siti Fadilah Supari said Tuesday the deadly swine flu virus 
could have been man-made, as she urged calm over its spread around the world.. 


The controversial minister did not elaborate but in the past she has said Western governments 
could be making and spreading viruses in the developing world to boost pharmaceutical companies' 


profits. 


"I'm not sure whether the virus was genetically engineered but it's a possibility," she told reporters at 
a press conference called to reassure the public over the government's response to the swine flu threat. 


No cases of the disease have been reported in Indonesia, the country worst hit by the bird flu virus 
which has killed about 250 people worldwide since 2003. 


Indonesian authorities have increased body temperature scanners at airports and banned imports 
of live pigs and pork products, amid World Health Organisation (WHO) warnings of a pandemic. 


Supari, a cardiologist, also claimed that the H1N1 strain of swine flu, which is believed to have 
killed more than 150 people in Mexico, could not survive in tropical countries like Indonesia. 


"We have to be alert at all times although swine flu in Indonesia is not a cause for panic," she said. 


"НІМІ survives in countries with four seasons. The type А НІМІ virus hopefully won't be able 
to sustain itself once it enters the tropical climate of Indonesia," she added. 


The virus has been found in 11 countries including Mexico, the United States and Spain, while 
several other countries from Colombia to New Zealand are investigating suspected cases. 


Supari said the health ministry had prepared 100 hospitals to handle swine flu cases should the 
disease enter Indonesia. 


The minister has refused since 2006 to share all but a handful of Indonesia's bird flu virus samples 


with WHO researchers, saying the system is being abused by rich countries to develop profitable 
vaccines which poor countries must buy. 
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Los Angeles Times 


Lori Kozlowski 
Is swine flu a conspiracy? 


Los Angeles Times, 28 April 2009 12:44 PM PT 


With so much worldwide panic and pressure surrounding swine flu, you had to guess that the 
conspiracy theorists would come out of the woodwork. 

Everyone wants to find what pig was the original carrier. Everyone wants to know if the government 
is behind this. The FBI? The СТА? Is this is a great pandemic that was warned about by Nostradamus? 
Is Donald Rumsfeld secretly planning our demise to make money with Tamiflu? And who stands to gain? 


As the news continues to break, and everyone wants to name a bad guy first, let”s take a look at 
the theories swirling around the Interweb. 


From Grist.org: Swine-flu outbreak could be linked to Smithfield factory farms 


Is Smithfield Foods, the world”s largest pork packer and hog producer, linked to the outbreak? 
Smithfield operates massive hog-raising operations Perote, Mexico, in the state of Vera Cruz, where 
the outbreak originated. 


From MotherJones.com: Swine flu: Bringing home the bacon 


As the world gears up once again for a flu pandemic that may or may not arrive (it actually 
seems possible this time), we might want to remember some of the lessons of the last flu scare. One 
of these is that there are winners as well as losers in every high-profile outbreak of infectious 
disease. First and foremost among them, of course, is Big Pharma, which can always be counted on 
to have its hand out wherever human misery presents an opportunity to rake in some cash. 


From LayS cientist.net: 

This site wryly rounded up an array of blogs and tweets crying “Conspiracy!” A sample of the 
notes posted there: 

ATTENTION AMERICA!!!! This is highly significant. The WHO ‘Pandemic Control Room’ is 
a creation of the Illuminati elite for the final ‘end-game’ killer virus mapping and tracking, and is 
thus equipped with super-computers tied to all U.N. member government’s security forces. 

Obama makes an official visit to Mexico, and a short week later, Mexico City schools, 
Universities and all PUBLIC BUILDINGS are shut down in pandemic fear -- (for the first time 
since the devastating 1985 earthquake!) Again, is this just a bizarre co-incidence?’ 


From Twitter: 

How could we leave out the latest Internet phenomenon? Love it or hate it — Twitter is being 
talked about and used. Who knew that in 140 characters, hundreds of little tweet-ed paranoias could 
be passed and spread, much like a virus. From Twitter user @supergodiva: 

- Is Swine Flu lethal Israeli scam to force Mexico=Gaza comparison via separation fence? => 
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Ret. Army General Russell Honore asks @donlemoncnn ‘Did this swine flu come out of a lab?” 
http://is.gd/uUaO’ 

Swine Flu reported as unusual as it affects the most healthy (20-45) vs weak kids/elderly. Perfect 
pathogen to quell dissent. 


Finally, from NaturalNews.com: 

The naturalists weigh in with “As Swine Flu Spreads, Conspiracy Theories of Laboratory 
Origins Abound.” From the article: 

It’s not an unreasonable question to ask: Could world governments, spooked by the prospect of 
radical climate change caused by over-population of the planet, have assembled a super-secret task 
force to engineer and distribute a super virulent strain of influenza designed to ‘correct’ the human 
population (and institute global Martial Law)? 


So, what’s the real truth here? One sick pig? Man-made lab experiment? Population control? 
Pharm companies cashing in? Rummy cashing in? Or a whole lot of floated hogwash? 


What’s your theory? Tell us in the comments below. 
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Dr. Leonard Horowitz 
Mexican Flu Outbreak 2009 Special Report 


YouTube, 28 April 2009 


Ог. Leonard Horowitz 


y dia 


This unprecedented HIN1-H5NI flu outbreak implicates Ше Ango-American Vaccine Pipeline, 
says world leading consumer health protector, Dr. Leonard Horowitz 


Consider the skyrocketing stock values of Novavax, Inc., precipitated by dozens of alleged flu 
deaths in Mexico. Then investigate the leading Anglo-American network of genetic engineers 
manipulating, mutating, and distributing these viruses. The evidence compels you, for the benefit of 
public health and safety to seriously consider, even decree, a conspiracy to commit genocide, 
according to this Harvard trained expert in emerging diseases. 


Here, Dr. Horowitz urges an investigation of Dr. James S. Robertson, Englands leading bioengineer 
of flu viruses for the vaccine industry, and avid promoter of U.S. Government funding for lucrative 
biodefense contracts, along with collaborators at the US Centers for Disease Control & Prevention 
(CDC). These suspects helped Novavax, Inc., in Bethesda, Maryland, produce genetically-modified 
recombinants of the avian, swine, and Spanish flu viruses, HSN1 and НІМІ, nearly identical to the 
unprecedented Mexican virus that is allegedly spreading to the United States at the time of this 
posting. The outbreak was precisely timed to promote the companys new research and huge vaccine 
stockpiling contracts. 


Scientists at the U.S. Centers for Disease Control (CDC) are implicated through collaborations 
and publications involving private contracts with Novavax, a company that obtains its biosimulars 
through CDC Influenza Branch director, Ruben O. Donis, and Dr. Rick Bright, previously working 
with Donis at the CDC, now Novavaxs Vice President of Global Influenza Programs. 


Descriptions of this virus is pathognomonic, or diagnostic, of a virus that came from Robertsons 
circle of friends, Dr. Horowitz charges. No other group in the world takes H5N1 Asian flu infected 
chickens, brings them to Europe, extracts their DNA, combines their proteins with НІМІ viruses from 
the 1918 Spanish flu isolate, additionally mixes in swine flu genes from pigs, then reverse engineers 
them to infect humans. The end product could only have ended up in Mexico via the United States 
from Britain in care of the CDC. The CDC had to have sent them to Novavax, where Rick Brights 
team is now implicated in a conspiracy to commit genocide — the mass killing of people for profit. 
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Swine flu is a man made virus? 


YouTube, 28 April 2009 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RnSX_jSOSTA 


SWINE FLU CLAIMS AT LEAST 150 LIVES 
VIRUS SPREADS BEYOND AMERICAS 


аа - - um ит — 


Dr Len Horowitz Anglo American Flu Genocide 


YouTube, 10 June 2009 


The "Big One" is coming, experts say. The growing HIN1-H5N1 recombined flu pandemic 
implicates the Anglo-American Vaccine Pipeline, proves world leading consumer health protector, 
Dr. Leonard Horowitz, using documents published by implicated officials. ... 
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NWO Observer 


Lajla Mlinarić Blake 
Swine Flu Created in Lab as Bio-Weapon? 


NWO Observer, 29 April 2009, 18:12 


According to a UN scientist, the swine flu virus, Ebola and HIV viruses were created artificially 
as military biological weapons... 


According to the belief of two renowned reporters who spoke with top officials at the UN and WHO, 
the epidemic of the new strand of swine flu virus in Mexico is the result of an artificially created 
pathogen, the Online Journal reported. 


Swine flu, Ebola and HIV were produced in laboratories 


The reported from Mexico City claims that one of the leading UN scientists discovered certain 
joint transmission vectors, that is, the transmission of the swine flu virus is similar to the transmission 
of the Ebola virus and of the HIV/AIDS virus, which indicates that they were genetically modified 
with the aim of being military bio-weapons. 


The UN scientist is convinced that the swine flu virus, A-H1N1, and Ebola and HIV viruses were 
in fact manufactured biological weapons. 


As proof, they state that the usual process of transmission is that the virus is transmitted from a 
pig to a human, which is not the case in this outbreak because no case of a pig being infected with 
the A-HINI virus has been registered. Furthermore, the A-HINI virus partly contains American 
pig genes, partly human and bird flu strains and the virus of the Euro-Asian swine flu. 


American military responsible 


The other reporter, from Jakarta, claims that WHO leaders are worried that the current swine flu 
virus has been genetically modified to be transmitted from one species to another because of the fact 
that the А-НІМІ virus contains the genetic material of the H5N1 virus, that is, bird flu. 


Allegedly, American scientists exhumed the body of a woman who died of the Spanish flu in 
1918 and used the genetic material of the flu virus as the basis for the creation of the H5N1 virus 
through genetic manipulation. All this happened in laboratories at the Fort Detrick military base 
from which the new strain of anthrax called ames originated. 
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TORONTO STAR ( 


Steve Rennie, Bob Weber, Helen Branswell 


Alberta hogs have flu virus: : 
Pigs at an Alberta farm caught the same swine flu strain that 
has sickened hundreds of humans around the world, federal officials said Saturday 


Toronto Star // Canadian Press, 2 May 2009. 


Ottawa. — Pigs at an Alberta farm caught the same swine flu strain that has sickened hundreds of 
humans around the world, federal officials said Saturday. 


A farmhand who travelled to Mexico and fell ill upon his return apparently infected the pigs with 
the HINI influenza virus, said Dr. David Butler-Jones, Canada's chief public health officer. "So far, 
basically what we're seeing in the pig is the same strain as we see in the humans," Butler-Jones said. 

"The concern is that if it's circulating in a pig herd, that any other humans that come onto the 
farm might be exposed and be at risk." 

This is the first time this swine flu virus has been found in pigs. 


The farm worker returned to Canada from Mexico on April 12 and had contact with the pigs two 
days later. About 220 pigs in the herd of 2,200 began showing signs of the flu on April 24, said the 
country's top veterinary officer, Dr. Brian Evans of the Canadian Food Inspection Agency. 


All of the pigs are recovering or have recovered and the farm worker has also recovered. 
One other farm worker subsequently fell ill. It's not yet known if that person caught the swine flu. 


Bulletins were sent to Alberta pork producers warning them of the possible danger that swine flu 
could present to their herds on April 24, said Gerald Hauer, the province's chief provincial 
veterinarian. But by that time, the farm worker was already back from Mexico and on the job at the 
2,200-hog operation. 

"He was in the barn, doing his work on April 14," Hauer said. 


The farmer notified provincial officials that an unspecified number of his animals were showing 


flu symptoms on April 28. The barn was quarantined later that day and remains under quarantine. No 
other area hog barn has been effected. The hogs, said Hauer, are on the mend. 


Also on Saturday, Mexico's health secretary Jose Angel Cordova said the number of confirmed 
swine flu cases has risen to 473, including 19 people who died. 


Alberta agriculture minister George Groeneveld said the outbreak shouldn't affect Alberta's export 
markets. "Border closures are certainly unwarranted," he said. "We'll see what transpires. 


"(The Americans) at this point have no problems with the export of our pork." 


Alberta farmers raise about 1.6 million hogs. They exported about 600,000 of them last year, for 
sales of about $50 million. 

Still, Saturday's news was a chilling reminder of the 2003 BSE outbreak, which shut down 
exports of Canadian cattle for more than a year. "Food safety is not an issue in this case so 
hopefully we'll deal with science here and not emotional issues," said Groeneveld. 


The virus has shown no signs of mutation when passing from human to pig, Evans said. 


334 


5. Swine Flu may have Escaped from a Laboratory 


"At this point in time, the issue of this being a human virus, having been introduced to the pigs, 
and the characterization of this virus, shows it is still that virus," he said. "There's been no 
adaptation identified through the transfer from humans to pigs at this time." 


The herd affected has been placed under quarantine. It's not yet known what will happen to the 
pigs. It's common to see influenza in pigs and human transmission to pigs is known to occur, Evans 
said. Normally detecting influenza in pigs would not generate a response from food safety officials, 
but with an international flu outbreak, the current circumstances are different, Evans told a news 
conference in Ottawa. "The chance that these pigs could transfer virus to a person is remote," said 
Evans. 


The swine HINI virus, a never-before-seen combination of swine, avian and human genes, is 
believed to have jumped to humans sometime back and has been passing person to person. 


The World Health Organization has insisted there is no evidence that pigs are passing the virus 
to humans, or that eating pork products poses an infection risk. 


Herman Simons, a spokesman for Alberta Pork, a producer's group, said the main worry is the 
possible effect of the discovery on exports. "That's our big concern," Simons said. "The biggest 
concern is it may impact exports of live animals into the U.S." 


In 2008, total Canadian pork exports were valued at $2.7 billion, including nearly $527 million 
worth of Canadian live swine exports. 


In a statement, Agriculture Minister Gerry Ritz said met with his American counterpart, who 
assured him the U.S. will not close its borders to Canadian pork exports. 


Earlier this week, the World Health Organization dropped the term "swine flu" — a nickname that 
angered pork producers and led to a drop in pork sales — in favour of its scientific name: "НІМІ 
influenza A." 


Meanwhile, Canada's swine flu caseload swelled Saturday to 85 cases as health officials 
confirmed a host of new cases in Nova Scotia, Alberta and Quebec. 


Public health officials say Nova Scotia has 17 new cases of swine flu, as jurisdictions across 
Canada are starting to report the widening spread of the illness. 


Dr. Robert Strang, chief medical officer of Nova Scotia, said at a news conference Saturday that of 
the new cases in the province 11 are students who were exposed to the virus at the private King's 
Edgehill school in Windsor, N.S. 


The other six were tested in doctors' offices in the Halifax area, suggesting the virus has jumped 
from being isolated in a small town to Atlantic Canada's most densely populated city. 


There are now 31 cases in Nova Scotia, making it the province with the largest number of 
confirmed cases in the country. 


Meanwhile, seven new cases have been reported in Alberta, doubling that province's count to 15. 
Two women, one man and a girl became Edmonton's first to come down with the disease. One woman 
and a boy were also diagnosed with swine flu in northern Alberta. Another woman in Calgary has also 
come down with the disease. None of the cases have required hospitalization, said Alberta Health. 

Strang says he is uncertain whether any of those infected in Halifax had contact with students from 
the private school, or if they contracted the illness from other sources. He says further tests are 
needed, and he'll know more in a few days. "This is not a surprise. We fully expected to see more 
cases, as I've been saying all week. We also expected it would spread beyond King's Edgehill 
school," said Strang, after announcing the new numbers. He added there have been no reports that 
any of the people with the flu have been hospitalized. 
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Though he emphasized that to date most cases are mild, he also urged Canadians to be cautious. 
"I ask people to be extra vigilant and to take precautions around general hygiene. That means 
washing hands thoroughly and often, coughing and sneezing into your sleeve and disinfecting tables 
and worktops," he said. 


Meanwhile, new cases have also been confirmed in British Columbia, Ontario and Quebec. 


Health officials in Quebec confirmed the province's second case of the flu strain, a school-age 
child who recently returned from a trip to Mexico. Quebec's first case was confirmed in Montreal 
earlier this week. 


British Columbia reported three more confirmed cases Saturday bringing the total in the province 
to 22. All the cases have been mild and the patients have either recovered or are recovering. 


Two more confirmed cases were reported in Ontario, bringing that province's total to 14 cases. 


The new Canadian cases came as the WHO announced it will release 2.4 million anti-viral doses 
to 72 countries. 


The federal government, meanwhile, has expanded its swine-flu prevention campaign to 
Facebook, Twitter and YouTube, with a new "citizen-readiness campaign." 
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Flu found in Central Alberta swine 
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humans around the world, federal of- 
ficials said Saturday. 

A farmhand who travelled to Mexico 
and fell ill upon his return apparently 
infected the pigs with the HINI in- 
fluenza virus, said Dr. David Butler- 
Jones, Canada’s chief public health 
officer. The farm was not identified, 
except as located somewhere between 
Edmonton and Calgary. 

The Alberta pigs appear to have de- 
veloped a mild version of the disease, 
as have the Canadians who've came 
down with sniffles from the virus, said 
Alberta Agriculture spokesperson Da- 
vid Hennig. 

All of the pigs are recovering or 
have recovered and the farm worker 
has also recovered. 

Hennig said there was no need to 
cull any of the infected pigs, since 
there's no risk of catching the virus 
from eating pork or pork products. 

This is the first time this swine flu 
virus has been found in pigs. 

The farm worker returned to Can- 
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24, said the country's top veterinary of- 
ficer, Dr. Brian Evans of the Canadian 
Food Inspection Agency. 

One other farm worker subsequent- 
ly fell ill. It's not yet known if that per- 
son caught the swine flu. 

Bulletins were sent to Alberta pork 
producers warning them of the pos- 
sible danger that swine flu could pres- 
ent to their herds on April 24, said Ger- 
ald Hauer, the province's chief provin- 
cial veterinarian. But by that time, the 
farm worker was already back from 
Mexico and on the job at the 2,200-hog 
operation. 

“He was in the barn, doing his work 
on April 14,” Hauer said. 

The farmer notified provincial offi- 
cials that an unspecified number of his 


warranted,” he said. “We'll see what 
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port of our pork." 

Alberta farmers raise about 1.6 mil 
lion hogs. They exported about 600,000 
of them last year, for sales of about $50 
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Still, Saturday's news was a chilling 
reminder of the 2003 BSE outbreak, 
which shut down exports of Canadian 
cattle for more than a year. 

“Food safety 15 not an issue in this 
case so hopefully we'll deal with sci- 
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said Groeneveld. 
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The herd affected has been placed 
under quarantine. It's not yet known 
what will happen to the pigs. 

It's common to see influenza in pigs 
and human transmission to pigs is 
known to occur, Evans said. 

Normally detecting influenza in pigs 
would not generate a response from 
food safety officials, but with an inter- 
national flu outbreak, the current cir- 
cumstances are different, Evans told a 
news conference in Ottawa 

“The chance that these pigs could 
transfer virus to a person is remote,” 
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прг 


Richard Harris 
New Strain May Edge Out Seasonal Flu Bugs 


NPR, 4 May 2009, 12:03 PM ET 


Biologists say there's a good chance that the emerging flu strain could establish itself as the 
dominant strain of influenza in future flu seasons. 


Three times in the last century, a substantially new flu virus has emerged and displaced the 
existing strains. That's quite different from the usual pattern, in which the circulating virus mutates 
just enough to keep vaccine makers tweaking their annual product. 


"You can think of those strains, that vary from year to year, as though they were cousins in the 
same family. They are variations on a theme," says William Schaffner at Vanderbilt's medical 
school. But he says the emergence of this new virus is different. This virus, which originated partly 
in pigs, could be a game-changer. 


"This one is completely new," Schaffner says. "This one is a stranger in town. We've never seen 
one like this before." 


Pandemic Strains Become Dominant 


The new swine flu virus has continued to spread, with more than 1,200 confirmed cases and 27 
deaths worldwide. All but one of the fatalities occurred in Mexico, where officials decided Monday 
to allow most businesses to reopen Wednesday. 


In the U.S., the number of confirmed cases stood at 310 in 37 states as of Monday evening. 


The new swine flu virus is not merely a case of the usual gradual evolution. The big change scientists 
have seen with this strain is called a "shift." 


The most infamous shift was the virus that appeared in 1917 and caused the deadly flu pandemic 
of 1918. That virus then became the dominant variety of flu for several decades. Then in 1957, it 
was displaced by another shift virus. 


There was yet another shift in 1968, says Stephen Morse at Columbia University's Mailman School 
of Public Health. 


"There does seem to be a rule of thumb about this, which is that every pandemic in the 20th century 
essentially established the variants that would become the circulating seasonal influenzas until the 
next pandemic came along to displace them," Morse says. 


Each shift led to a stronger-than-usual flu season, but each one also calmed down after a year or two, 
once the population became exposed to the new viruses or were vaccinated. Morse says the question 
now is whether the new HINI swine virus will keep moving from person-to-person efficiently. 


"If it continues like that, we'll expect to see this virus chugging along, and probably the next 
seasonal influenza will be a descendent of this one," Morse says. 
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Distant Cousins Provide Some Protection 


The question, then, is how nasty the virus will end up being. Professor John Oxford at St. Bart's 
and the Royal London Hospital says there's some reason for cautious optimism. 


"In one sense, it's one of the mildest shifts because most people on the planet have got some 
memory, have come across HINI viruses since 1978," Oxford says. 


Even though health officials are calling this new virus HINI, that's also the type of virus that's in 
wide circulation today. And it has an interesting history. It was the dominant flu virus through the 
1920s, '30s and '40s. Oxford says it disappeared in 1957, when it was displaced by another flu virus. 
But then a strain of H1N1 suddenly reappeared in 1977. 


"Now where could it have come from?" he asks. "We reckon now, in retrospect, it was 
probably released accidentally from a laboratory, probably in northern China or just across the border 
in Russia, because everyone was experimenting with those viruses at the time in the lab." 


It was nothing malicious, Oxford believes, just some flu vaccine research that broke out of 
containment. The descendents of this virus are still circulating. He notes that most people who have 
encountered the newly emerged H1N1 virus seem to have developed only mild disease, and he 
speculates that's because we have all been exposed to a distant cousin, the НІМІ virus that emerged 
in the 1970s. 


"That escaped virus perhaps will provide some benefit now in the face of this pig thing," Oxford says. 


This is well-informed speculation, not iron-clad assurance. And there is another less reassuring 
lesson from the previous big shifts in flu viruses. They caused mild disease when they first appeared 
in the spring, but they all caused big flu seasons when they returned in the fall as the new dominant 
virus. That's one reason that health officials are taking the new virus very seriously. 


338 


5. Swine Flu may have Escaped from a Laboratory 


Bloomberg 


Jason Gale and Simeon Bennett 
Swine Flu May Be Human Error, Scientist Says; WHO Probes Claim 


Bloomberg, 12 May 2009 // 13 May 2009 


May 13 (Bloomberg) — The World Health Organization is investigating a claim by an Australian 
researcher that the swine flu virus circling the globe may have been created as a result of human error. 


Adrian Gibbs, 75, who collaborated on research that led to the development of Roche Holding 
AG’s Tamiflu drug, said in an interview that he intends to publish a report suggesting the new strain 
may have accidentally evolved in eggs scientists use to grow viruses and drugmakers use to make 
vaccines. Gibbs said he came to his conclusion as part of an effort to trace Ше virus’s origins by 
analyzing its genetic blueprint. 

“One of the simplest explanations is that it’s a laboratory escape,” Gibbs said in an interview with 
Bloomberg Television today. “But there are lots of others.” 


The World Health Organization received the study last weekend and is reviewing it, Keiji Fukuda, 
Ше agency’s assistant director-general of health security and environment, said in an interview May 
11. Gibbs, who has studied germ evolution for four decades, is one of the first scientists to analyze 
the genetic makeup of the virus that was identified three weeks ago in Mexico and threatens to touch 
off the first flu pandemic since 1968. 


A virus that resulted from lab experimentation or vaccine production may indicate a greater need 
for security, Fukuda said. By pinpointing the source of the virus, scientists also may better understand 
the microbe’s potential for spreading and causing illness, Gibbs said. 


Possible Mistake 


“The sooner we get to grips with where it’s come from, the safer things might become,” Gibbs said 
by phone from Canberra yesterday. “It could be a mistake” that occurred at a vaccine production 
facility or the virus could have jumped from a pig to another mammal or a bird before reaching 
humans, he said. 


Gibbs and two colleagues analyzed the publicly available sequences of hundreds of amino acids 
coded by each of the flu virus’s eight genes. He said he aims to submit his three-page paper today 
for publication in a medical journal. 


“You really want a very sober assessment” of the science behind the claim, Fukuda said May 11 
at the WHO’s Geneva headquarters. 


The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in Atlanta has received the report and has 
decided there is no evidence to support Gibbs’s conclusion, said Nancy Cox, director of the 
agency’s influenza division. She said since researchers don’t have samples of swine flu viruses 
from South America and Africa, where the new strain may have evolved, those regions can’t be 
ruled out as natural sources for the new flu. 
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No Evidence 

“We are interested in the origins of this new influenza virus,” Cox said. “But contrary to what 
the author has found, when we do the comparisons that are most relevant, there is no evidence that 
this virus was derived by passage in eggs.” 

The WHO's collaborative influenza research centers, which includes the CDC, and sites in 
Memphis, Melbourne, London and Tokyo, were asked by the international health agency to review 
the study over the weekend, Fukuda said. The request was extended to scientists at the Food and 
Agriculture Organization in Rome, the World Organization for Animal Health in Paris, as well as 
the WHO’s influenza network, he said. 

“My guess is that the picture should be a lot clearer over the next few days,” Fukuda said. “We 
have asked a lot of people to look at this.” 


Virus Expert 

Gibbs wrote or co-authored more than 250 scientific publications on viruses during his 39-year 
career at the Australian National University in Canberra, according to biographical information on 
the university’s Web site. 

Swine flu has infected 5,251 people in 30 countries so far, killing 61, according to WHO data. 
Scientists are trying to determine whether the virus will mutate and become more deadly if it 
spreads to the Southern Hemisphere and back. Flu pandemics occur when a strain of the disease to 
which few people have immunity evolves and spreads. 

Gibbs said his analysis supports research by scientists including Richard Webby, a virologist at 
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital in Memphis, who found the new strain is the product of two 
distinct lineages of influenza that have circulated among swine in North America and Europe for 
more than a decade. 

In addition, Gibbs said his research found the rate of genetic mutation in the new virus was about 
three times faster than that of the most closely related viruses found in pigs, suggesting it evolved 
outside of swine. 


Gene Evolution 

“Whatever speeded up the evolution of these genes happened at least seven or eight years ago, so 
one wonders, why hasn’t it been found?” Gibbs said today. 

Some scientists have speculated that the 1977 Russian flu, the most recent global outbreak, began 
when a virus escaped from a laboratory. 

Identifying the source of new flu viruses is difficult without finding the exact strain in an animal 
or bird “reservoir,” said Jennifer McKimm-Breschkin, a virologist at the Commonwealth Science 
and Industrial Research Organization in Melbourne. 

“If you can’t find an exact match, the best you can do is compare sequences,” she said. “Similarities 
may give an indication of a possible source, but this remains theoretical.” 

The World Organization for Animal Health, which represents chief veterinary officers from 174 
countries, received the Gibbs paper and is working with the WHO on an assessment, said Maria 
Zampaglione, a spokeswoman. 


Genetic Patterns 

The WHO wants to know whether any evidence that the virus may have been developed in a 
laboratory can be corroborated and whether there are other explanations for its particular genetic 
patterns, according to Fukuda. “These things have to be dealt with straight on,” he said. “If someone 
makes a hypothesis, then you test it and you let scientific process take its course.” 

Gibbs said he has no evidence that the swine-derived virus was a deliberate, man-made product. 

“I don’t think it could be a malignant thing,” he said. “It’s much more likely that some random 
thing has put these two viruses together.” 

Gibbs, who spent most of his academic career studying plant viruses, said his major contribution 
to the study of influenza occurred in 1975, while collaborating with scientists Graeme Laver and 
Robert Webster in research that led to the development of the anti-flu medicines Tamiflu and Relenza, 
made by GlaxoSmithKline Plc. 
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Bird Poo 

“We were out on one of the Barrier Reef islands, off Australia, catching birds for the flu in them, 
and I happened to be the guy who caught the best,” Gibbs said. The bird he got “yielded the poo from 
which was isolated the influenza isolate strain from which all the work on Tamiflu and Relenza started.” 

Gibbs, who says he studies the evolution of flu viruses as a “retirement hobby,” expects his 
research to be challenged by other scientists. 

“This is how science progresses,” he said. “Somebody comes up with a wild idea, and then they 
all pounce on it and kick you to death, and then you start off on another silly idea.” 


| ВМС Por of Springer Notre BMC Part of Springer Nature 19: Virology Journal 


Adrian J Gibbs, John S Armstrong, Jean C Downie 
From where did the 2009 'swine-origin' influenza A virus (H1N1) emerge? 


Virol Journal, 24 November 2009, 6, 207. 


Abstract 
The swine-origin influenza А (H1N1) virus that appeared in 2009 and was first found in human 
beings in Mexico, is a reassortant with at least three parents. 


Six of the genes are closest in sequence to those of H1N2 'triple-reassortant' influenza viruses 
isolated from pigs in North America around 1999-2000. Its other two genes are from different 
Eurasian 'avian-like' viruses of pigs; the NA gene is closest to HINI viruses isolated in Europe in 
1991-1993, and the MP gene is closest to H3N2 viruses isolated in Asia in 1999-2000. 


The sequences of these genes do not directly reveal the immediate source of the virus as the closest 
were from isolates collected more than a decade before the human pandemic started. The three 
parents of the virus may have been assembled in one place by natural means, such as by migrating 
birds, however the consistent link with pig viruses suggests that human activity was involved. 


We discuss a published suggestion that unsampled pig herds, the intercontinental live pig trade, 
together with porous quarantine barriers, generated the reassortant. We contrast that suggestion with 
the possibility that laboratory errors involving the sharing of virus isolates and cultured cells, or 
perhaps vaccine production, may have been involved. Gene sequences from isolates that bridge the 
time and phylogenetic gap between the new virus and its parents will distinguish between these 
possibilities, and we suggest where they should be sought. 


It is important that the source of the new virus be found if we wish to avoid future pandemics 
rather than just trying to minimize the consequences after they have emerged. Influenza virus is a 
very significant zoonotic pathogen. Public confidence in influenza research, and the agribusinesses 
that are based on influenza's many hosts, has been eroded by several recent events involving the virus. 


Measures that might restore confidence include establishing a unified international administrative 
framework coordinating surveillance, research and commercial work with this virus, and maintaining 
a registry of all influenza isolates. 
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Washington's Blog 


Health Organizations Checking Top Virus Scientist's Claim 
that Swine Flu May Have Escaped from Lab 


Washington’s Blog, 12 May 2009 


Adrian Gibbs isn't a wild-eyed youth. He was one of the researchers whose worked was instrumental 
in the creation of the flu drugs Tamiflu and Relenza, and he has written or co-authored more than 250 
scientific publications on viruses during his 39-year career at the Australian National University in 
Canberra. 


The fact that Gibbs is saying that the swine flu may have escaped from a lab is causing the CDC 
and other health organizations to investigate his claim. They aren't buying it at this point, but they 
are looking into it. 


Such speculation is not entirely new. 


National Public Radio noted that Professor John Oxford at St. Bart's and the Royal London Hospital 
says that the 1957 HINI pandemic probably started when it escaped from a lab: 


"We reckon now, in retrospect, it was probably released accidentally from a laboratory, probably 
in northern China or just across the border in Russia, because everyone was experimenting with those 
viruses at the time in the lab." It was nothing malicious, Oxford believes, just some flu vaccine 
research that broke out of containment. 


Similarly, Bloomberg notes: 


Some scientists have speculated that the 1977 Russian flu, the most recent global outbreak, began 
when a virus escaped from a laboratory. 


It is also interesting that 2 of the 3 other flu pandemics of the last century - the 1918 Spanish Flu 
and the 1976 swine flu scare - both started at military bases. Specifically, the 1918 flu started at Fort 
Riley, Kansas. The 1976 swine flu started - and never spread beyond - Fort Dix, New Jersey. It is 
unclear whether or not those bases conducted defensive biowarfare research. 
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newser 


Jason Farago 


Swine Flu Came From Lab: Researcher 
WHO investigates claim that H1N1 arose from human error 


Newser, 13 May 2009, 4:22 AM CDT 


The World Health Organization is investigating a claim by an Australian researcher that the swine 
flu virus may have been created in a laboratory as a result of human error. Adrian Gibbs, who helped 
develop Tamiflu, said in an interview with Bloomberg that the new strain may have evolved in eggs 
that drug makers use to make vaccines. "One of the simplest explanations is that it's a laboratory 
escape," he said. 


Gibbs came to suspect human error behind swine flu after analyzing the genetic blueprint of the 
HINI strain. The rate of genetic mutation in the new virus was about three times faster than similar 
viruses in pigs, which suggests it evolved outside of swine populations, he said. CDC officials in 
Atlanta said there was no evidence to support Gibbs' claim. 
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Barbados Free Press 


Swine Flu A Laboratory Creation Let Wild? 
World Health Organization Launches Serious Investigation After Roche Tamiflu Scientist Report 


Barbados Free Press, 13 May 2009, 1:38 PM. 


Tamiflu Scientist Adrian Gibbs Says Swine Flu Might Be Lab Escape 


From Bloomberg.com ... 
Swine Flu May Be Human Error; WHO Investigates Claim (Updatel) 


By Jason Gale and Simeon Bennett 


May 13 (Bloomberg) — The World Health Organization is investigating a claim by an Australian 
researcher that the swine flu virus circling the globe may have been created as a result of human error. 


Adrian Gibbs, 75, who collaborated on research that led to the development of Roche Holding 
AG's Tamiflu drug, said in an interview that he intends to publish a report suggesting the new strain 
may have accidentally evolved in eggs scientists use to grow viruses and drugmakers use to make 
vaccines. Gibbs said he came to his conclusion as part of an effort to trace the virus's origins by 
analyzing its genetic blueprint. 


"One of the simplest explanations is that it's a laboratory escape, ” Gibbs said in an interview 
with Bloomberg Television today. “But there are lots of others. ” 


The World Health Organization received the study last weekend and is reviewing it, Keiji 
Fukuda, the agency's assistant director-general of health security and environment, said in an 
interview May 11. Gibbs, who has studied germ evolution for four decades, is one of the first 
scientists to analyze the genetic makeup of the virus that was identified three weeks ago in Mexico 


and threatens to touch off the first flu pandemic since 1968... 
... continue reading this Swine Flu Origins article at Bloomberg.com 


THE TIMES OF INDIA 


Human error behind H1N1? WHO probes 


The Times of India, May 14, 2009 
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novinite.com 


Swine Flu May Be Human Error — Researcher 


Novinite.com, 13 May 2009 


The World Health Organization is investigating a claim by an Australian researcher that Ше swine 
flu virus circling the globe may have been created as a result of human error. 


Adrian Gibbs, 75, who collaborated on research that led to the development of Roche Holding 
AG's Tamiflu drug, said in an interview for Bloomber Television that he intends to publish a report 
suggesting the new strain may have accidentally evolved in eggs scientists use to grow viruses and 
drugmakers use to make vaccines. 


Gibbs said he came to his conclusion as part of an effort to trace the virus's origins by analyzing 
its genetic blueprint. 


"One of the simplest explanations is that it's a laboratory escape," Gibbs said in an interview with 
Bloomberg Television today. "But there are lots of others." 


"The sooner we get to grips with where it's come from, the safer things might become," Gibbs said 
by phone from Canberra yesterday. 


"It could be a mistake" that occurred at a vaccine production facility or the virus could have jumped 
from a pig to another mammal or a bird before reaching humans, he said. 


The World Health Organization received the study last weekend and is reviewing it. 
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news 


Lee Ferran, Josh Gaynor 
Tamiflu Developer: Swine Flu Could Have Come From Bio-Experiment Lab 


ABC News, 14 May 2009 


An Australian researcher claims the swine flu, which has killed at least 64 people so far, might 
not be a mutation that occurred naturally but a man-made product of genetic experiments accidently 
leaked from a laboratory -- a theory the World Health Organization is taking very seriously. 


Adrian Gibbs, a scientist on the team that was behind the development of Tamiflu, says in a report 
he is submitting today that swine flu might have been created using eggs to grow viruses and make 
new vaccines, and could have been accidently leaked to the general public. 

"It might be some sort of simple error that's not being recognized," Gibbs said on ABC's "Good 
Morning America." 


In an interview with Bloomberg Television, Gibbs admitted there are other ways to explain swine 
flu's origin. "One of the simplest explanations if that it's a laboratory escape, but there are lots of 
others," he said. 


In the United States, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention says it has reviewed Gibb's 
report but says there is no evidence to support his claims, a conclusion many experts found comforting. 


"Technically it's plausible but not likely," Christopher Ohl, an associate professor of medicine at 
Wake Forest University School of Medicine, and a specialist in infectious diseases. 


"In this case I'm not concerned that this virus represents anything other than a naturally occurring 
mixture of viruses happening in nature," concluded Dr. Julie Gerberding, an infectious disease 
expert and the former director of the CDC. 


Laboratory Safety 


Regardless of the validity of Gibb's claims, he and several experts say that just bringing the idea 
of laboratory security to the public's attention is important. "There are lives at risk," Gibbs said. 
"The sooner this idea gets out, the better." 


In 2001, foot-and-mouth disease led to the slaughter of more than 6 million animals, all after a 
vial went missing from a research laboratory in the United Kingdom. Since then, however, experts 
said lab security and regulations have been getting tighter and better. "Laboratories have a lot of 
security from having this happen, and it's very unlikely," Ohl said of the new theory about swine 
flu's origin. 


Though Outbreak Seems to Slow, Experts Warn of Possible Surge 

Even though the swine flu outbreak in Mexico is waning and the country reopened schools and 
businesses earlier this month, international health officials have still not ruled out the chance of a 
new surge in swine flu cases. 
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And infectious disease experts said that it is too early to say that we are out of the woods when it 
comes to the disease. 

Dr. Gregory Poland, professor of medicine and infectious diseases at Mayo Clinic in Rochester, 
Minn., said that it is "way too early to 'pull back' yet in our level of concern. 

"Always expect the unexpected from influenza," Poland said. 

"While there are some signs that are reassuring, less severity, decrease cases in Mexico, et cetera, 
I believe we are not out of the woods yet," agreed Ohl. "I am concerned this virus is with us for a 
while. It could change, become more virulent, have an increased secondary transmission rate ... in 
the future." 

The virus, according to the World Health Organization report today, has spread to 33 countries, 
6,497 cases have been reported and more than 60 people have died after infected. 

The WHO continues to urge individuals to "delay travel plans" in hopes of stemming the spread 
of the disease. 

ABC News' Ammu Kannampilly and Theresa Cook contributed to this report. 
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examiner 


Fred Burks 
Tamiflu developer: Swine flu possibly man-made 


eXaminer, 14 May 2009, 9:49 AM 


Adrian Gibbs, a scientist on the team that developed Tamiflu, has submitted a report today stating 
that swine flu may have been man-made. The WHO is reviewing his claim. 


An ABC News article published today on this revelation states: "Adrian Gibbs, a scientist on the 
team that was behind the development of Tamiflu, says in a report he is submitting today that swine 
flu might have been created using eggs to grow viruses and make new vaccines, and could have 
been accidently leaked to the general public." 


What would cause one of the developers of the medication that is recommended as treatment for 
swine flu to come out with such a bold statement? Why would he risk his reputation in writing such 
a controversial report? Could Gibbs know something that is being hidden from the public? Could he 
possibly feel some remorse about the way his research and development with Tamiflu is being used? 


The ABC article does not mention the prime suspect in this case, Fort Detrick, Maryland. For 
decades, Fort Detrick has been a center of research into biological defense and warfare. On the 
official website, Fort Detrick is described as "home to the United States Army Medical Research 
and Materiel Command, the National Cancer Institute and 37 mission partners. The primary 
missions include biomedical research and development, medical materiel management and global 
telecommunications. We are also home to a National Interagency Confederation for Biological 
Research and National Interagency Biodefense Campus." 


Numerous researchers of these matters have long claimed that biodefense research centered at 
Fort Detrick has been actively developing and testing highly dangerous viruses which, if released, 
could spread deadly pandemics around the globe. A few researchers, such as Dr. Leonard Horowitz, 
even believe that rogue elements of government may have already released some of these dangerous 
viruses into the public to forward their own hidden agendas. Could this be what Tamiflu developer 
Adrian Gibbs is referring to? 


A webpage posted by the highly respected Dr. Mercola on his popular health website mercola.com is 
titled "Critical Alert: The Swine Flu Pandemic — Fact or Fiction?" This excellent webpage has received 
over one million visits since being posted on April 29th. In this informative essay, Dr. Mercola states, 
"[The swine flu] has a noticeable subplot - preparing you for draconian measures to combat a future 
pandemic as well as forcing you to accept the idea of mandatory vaccinations." He mentions the 
previous swine flu in 1976 when only one person actually died, yet fear-mongering by the government 
led to massive vaccinations, which in turn caused at least 30 deaths as a direct result of contaminated 
vaccines. 
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Dr. Mercola, Dr. Horowitz, and many others have pointed out how the fear generated by the media 
and government with the avian and swine flu has made some individuals very wealthy. Former 
Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld alone added $5 million to his investment portfolio thanks to 
massive sales of Tamiflu during the avian flu scare, which never materialized. Note that Tamiflu is 
also being recommended for the current swine flu scare. 


How much of the swine flu scare is real and how much is fear mongering? Could it be that 
certain members of the power elite profit handsomely when fear is spread around the globe through 
exaggerated alerts such as the avian flu and swine flu scares? Could there actually be deadly man- 
made viruses created at Fort Detrick and elsewhere, which if released could cause a true pandemic 
killing millions around the globe? These are important questions worth exploring. 


If you are interested in learning more from reliable sources and working to make a difference on 
this vital topic, the box immediately below provides several excellent ideas on what you can do. We 
also invite you to comment below and let us know your thoughts. Do you think rogue elements of 
government might have had something to do with the swine flu scare? 
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Ehe New По Times 


Donald С. McNeil Jr. 
Swine Flu Not an Accident From a Lab, W.H.O. Says 


The New York Times, 14 May 2009, p. A12 


The swine flu virus did not result from a laboratory accident, the World Health Organization said 
Thursday, working to debunk rumors started by an Australian virologist and circulated by news 
outlets all over the world. 

“We took this very seriously,” Dr. Keiji Fukuda, the agency’s deputy director general, said of the 
virologist’s assertion. “But the evidence suggests that this is a naturally occurring virus, not a 
laboratory-derived virus.” 


In a telephone news conference, Dr. Fukuda also expressed support for drug companies’ making 
a generic version of the antiviral drug Tamiflu. Many poor countries have no stockpiles of the drug. 


Almost 6,500 confirmed cases of the new H1N1 flu have been reported from 33 countries, and 
65 people have died, the W.H.O. said. About 4,300 confirmed and probable cases, with 3 deaths, 
were reported in the United States. 


A woman in Arizona who was suffering from lung disease died last week from complications of 
swine flu, the Maricopa County Department of Public Health said late Thursday, Reuters reported. 


The virus rumor was started by Adrian J. Gibbs, a retired plant virologist from the Australian 
National University, who previously published work in the journal Science questioning the idea, 
now accepted, that the 1918 pandemic started as a bird flu. 


Dr. Gibbs, who had studied the gene sequences of the swine flu virus posted on public data banks, 
argued that it must have been grown in eggs, the medium used in vaccine laboratories. He reached 
that conclusion, he said, because the new virus was not closely related to known ones and because it 
had more of the amino acid lysine and more mutations than typical strains of swine flu. 


His theory was reported by Bloomberg News on Tuesday. Even though scientists at the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention were skeptical and some prominent virologists openly derisive, 
news outlets have repeated and magnified the theory, adding speculation about bioterrorism that 
even Dr. Gibbs repudiated. He was also interviewed Thursday on the ABC News program “Good 
Morning America.” 


Dr. Fukuda said a W.H.O. panel of experts had concluded that “the hypothesis does not really 


stand up to scrutiny.” The lysine residues and mutation rates were typical, he said, and many swine 
flus seem unrelated because not enough pigs are tested each year. 
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But he added that he doubted that the rumor would prove damaging, and he said he would not 
want genetic sequences kept off public databases. 

“This is healthy,” he said. “This is much better than dealing with rumors where you don’t know 
where the mistake comes from and can’t correct it.” 


Persistent false rumors, like those that AIDS is not caused by a virus or that polio vaccine sterilizes 
Muslim girls, have devastated efforts to control other diseases. 


Scientists have yet to pinpoint the origin of the swine flu virus, the earliest cases of which were 
found in Veracruz, Mexico. It contains genes from flu viruses that normally circulate in pigs in 
Europe and Asia, as well as avian and human genes. 


Late Thursday, Smithfield Foods reported that the Mexican health authorities had not found the 
new virus in herds at its huge hog-fattening operations in Veracruz, which some have blamed for 
the outbreak. But it was not clear what test was used; only blood tests for antibodies would show 
whether pigs had the virus in February, when the human outbreak is thought to have begun. 


As for the use of oseltamivir, the generic form of Tamiflu, the W.H.O. has certified only one drug 
— Antiflu, made by the Indian company Cipla in both pill and liquid forms — as equivalent to brand- 
name Tamiflu. 


Dr. Yusuf K. Hamied, Cipla’s chairman, said he would sell large amounts to Mexico and was in 
discussion with countries in Africa, Latin America and the Middle East. 


The move could prompt patent lawsuits by Gilead Sciences and Roche, which developed and sell 
Tamiflu, so Cipla will sell only to countries indemnifying them against such suits, the company said. 


Roche has offered 6.5 million doses of Tamiflu to the World Health Organization and 1 million 
doses to Mexico. 


Dr. Hamied, reluctant to buy supplies for orders that might not materialize, said that poor countries 
should stockpile shikimic acid, the oseltamivir precursor, then pay Cipla or other generic companies 


to make the drug as needed. 


The swine flu may cause the W.H.O. to cut short its nine-day annual conference of world health 
ministers so they can get home to fight the disease, Reuters reported. 
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GlobalResearch 


Michel Chossudovsky, Prof. 
The A H1N1 Pandemic: Pig to Human Transmission of Ше Swine Flu? 


Global Research, 15 May 2009. 


The initial outbreak of ће НІМІ swine virus is said to have occurred in Mexico. The emphasis, at 
the political level, has been on tracking the spread of the Mexican swine flu virus as well controlling 
and monitoring the movement of people in and out of Mexico. A global campaign of fear and 
insecurity was unleashed following the WHO April 28 announcement of a phase 5 pandemic. The 
decision of the WHO, which was taken after consultations with Washington and Brussels, was based 
on unconfirmed and incomplete data regarding the spread of the swine flu and the numbers of cases. 


What proves that Mexico was the epicentre of the WHO’s global swine flu pandemic? 
There are several important issues underlying this question: 


1. The official data pertaining to morbidity and mortality were, in numerous cases, both in Mexico, 
the US and around the World, not firmly corroborated by laboratory testing of the H1N1 virus. 


A large number of so-called recorded cases were the result of data manipulation. The Mexican 
data used by the WHO to justify the phase 5 pandemic, largely pertained to cases of non-specific 
rather than laboratory confirmed H1NI influenza. Out of the 159 deaths reported prior to Ше 
WHO’s decision on April 28th, only 7, according to official sources, had been corroborated by 
laboratory tests of HINI infection. 


Another case in point, which directly implicates the Atlanta based Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (СРСР), was an April 30 report by the CDCP entitled Swine-Origin Influenza A (НІМІ) 
Virus Infections in a School — New York City. 'The report outlines swine flu infection among New 
York school children, when in fact the children had been infected with a non-specific influenza. None 
of these cases were corroborated by laboratory testing: 


In the first week in May, "the CDC claimed 109 victims of confirmed swine flu in the United 
States. Forty five of the 109 came from this New York School. The TV news channels were flooded 
with panic messages of the uncontrolled spread of Swine Flu." (see William Engdahl, Flying Pigs 
and the WHO, Global Research, May 2009) 


The question is: can we trust the official figures and statements. 


2. Numerous cases of alleged HINI infection in North America, the Europe Union and other 
countries have been reported, which bear no causal relationship to the Mexican outbreak, namely 
they cannot be traced back to Mexico. 


Are the cases of HINI, reported in different countries, the consequence of a process of international 
transmission of the swine flu virus, or are they the result of a pre-existing situation? Or are they the 
consequence of a process of incorrect and misleading recording of the data. In other words, were 
these various “recorded cases” corroborated by lab testing of the HINI virus? 
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3. According to a recent report (Bloomberg, May 12, 2009) which was barely publicised, a 
prominent scientist directly involved in the development of Tamiflu points to the possibility that the 
НИМ strain “resulted from lab experimentation or vaccine production”. According to professor 
Adrian Gibbs of the Australian National University (ANU), the virus which “escaped from a lab”, 
was the direct product of a laboratory experiment by the company which produces Tamiflu. 


“ “It could be a mistake” that occurred at a vaccine production facility or the virus could have 
jumped from a pig to another mammal or a bird before reaching humans, he said.” (1514) 


There have been several previous unconfirmed reports on the issue. Professor John Oxford of St. 
Bart’s and the Royal London Hospital contends that “the 1957 HINI pandemic probably started 
when it escaped from a lab” (National Public Radio, May 4, 2009). 


While the findings of Professor Gibbs require further investigation, they, nonetheless, raise the 
broader issue of transmission out of a laboratory, not to mention the underlying geographic location 
of a laboratory. The WHO is investigating the findings of Professor Gibbs. 


4. The issue of pig to human transmission of the virus has been carefully overlooked. Can pigs 
infect humans with swine flu? This question is fundamental in assessing the origins as well as the 
causes of the pandemic. 


Are industrial hog farms a source of infection? A priori, industrial hog farms are ruled out as a 
possible source of viral infection both by the WHO and the Atlanta based CDCP: “The World Health 
Organization has insisted there is no evidence that pigs are passing the virus to humans, or that 
eating pork products poses an infection risk.” (Canadian Press, May 2, 2009) 


Ironically, while denying pig to human transmission of the swine flu, health authorities do not 
deny the transmission of the НІМІ from humans to pigs. 


Pig to Human Transmission of Swine Flu 


The focus of the WHO and the Atlanta based CDCP has been on human to human transmission 
of the swine flu virus, from one country to another, while carefully avoiding the broader issue of pig 
to human transmission. 


The WHO has argued that in the case of the HINI swine flu strain (a hybrid combination of 
human, pig and avian flu), there is no possible transmission from pigs to humans. This assessment 
implies that the health and environmental conditions on the hog farms have nothing to do with the 
spread of the virus. 


While one of the first cases of the HINI influenza was recorded in the municipality of Perote, 
State of Veracruz, which houses an extensive hog farm industry, Mexican public health officials are 
categorical: the environmental and health conditions in the hog farms are not the cause of the 
transmission. 


The City of La Gloria, Perote, is a company town, which is described in some Mexican reports 
as the pandemic's “ground zero”. The employer is Granjas Carroll, a joint venture between the 
World's largest hog producing company Smithfield and its Mexican partner Agroindustrias Unidas 
de Mexico (AUM). The Smithfield project in Perote Municipality includes 16 farms and an annual 
output of more than one million pigs. 


According to official Mexican data, there is no tangible evidence of swine flu within the Perote 
hog farms, namely the pigs were not infected. A number of other ailments could, however, have 
been triggered among the population as a result of the health and environmental conditions in the 
factory farms. 


The broader question is whether we can actually trust the data. 
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Scientific Evidence of Pig to Human Transmission 


A recent authoritative study by the John Hopkins School of Public Health on Industrial Farm 
Animal Production (IFAP) refutes the statements of the WHO. It confirms that IFAP hog farms are 
not only the source of contamination of surrounding groundwater but also of the spread of novel 
viruses including swine flu (See Pew Commission on Industrial Farm Animal Production, Pew 
Foundation and Bloomberg and John Hopkins School of Public Health, Putting Meat on the Table 
Industrial Farm Animal Production in Americas, see also Washington Post, May 9 2009). 


These viruses can be transmitted from pigs to humans and then “from person to person in a 
community setting and well beyond.” (Ibid) The transmission can also occur in the food chain. The 
virus contaminates the meat which is then consumed: 


“Ап infectious agent that originates at an IFAP facility may persist through meat processing and 
contaminate consumer food animal products, resulting in a serious disease outbreak far from the ifap 
facility” (See Putting Meat on the Table Industrial Farm Animal Production in Americas, p. 11.) 


Canadian Pigs Infected by the “Mexican Flu” 


While the data regarding Granjas Carroll in Perote Municipality, remains inconclusive, there is 
evidence, confirmed by official reports, that at least one hog farm outside Mexico was infected by 
the HINI virus. 


In early May, health authorities in Canada reported on a rather unusual case whereby an entire hog 
farm in the province of Alberta became infected with the H1N1 swine flu. A Mexican carpenter, 
returning from Mexico to a hog farm in central Alberta where he was employed, allegedly infected 
220 hogs out of a total of 2200. 


While denying the possibility that pigs could infect humans, Canadian officials contend that the 
pigs were infected by the Mexican carpenter, who had returned from Mexico: 

“The farm worker returned to Canada from Mexico on April 12 and had contact with the pigs 
two days later. About 220 pigs in the herd of 2,200 began showing signs of the flu on April 24, said 
the country’s top veterinary officer, Dr. Brian Evans of the Canadian Food Inspection Agency. 


All of the pigs are recovering or have recovered and the farm worker has also recovered. 

One other farm worker subsequently fell ill. It’s not yet known if that person caught the swine flu. 

Bulletins were sent to Alberta pork producers warning them of the possible danger that swine flu 
could present to their herds on April 24, said Gerald Hauer, the province’s chief provincial veterinarian. 
But by that time, the farm worker was already back from Mexico and on the job at the 2,200-hog 
operation. “He was in the barn, doing his work on April 14,” Hauer said. 

The farmer notified provincial officials that an unspecified number of his animals were showing 
flu symptoms on April 28. The barn was quarantined later that day and remains under quarantine.” 
(Canadian Press, May 3, 2009) 


The Alberta hog farm, which is part of an evolving saga, is central to an understanding of the 
origins of the pandemic, namely that pigs on IAFP farms in North America could potentially be the 
source of pig to human infection. 


Stage One. Mexican Carpenter infects the Pigs, Owner of the Farm and Family 

The official version is that the hogs were infected by a Mexican worker. 

According to the first press reports, the owner of the hog farm and his family as well as the pigs 
were infected by the Mexican worker. These official reports pointed unequivocally to Mexico as the 
source of the infection on the alberta hog farm. 


Stage Two: Owner and Family of Hog Farm Test Negative 
It was subsequently confirmed after laboratory confirmation that the owner and family members 
tested negative to the НІМІ virus. 
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“Canada’s chief public health officer says the people who live on an Alberta pig farm where pigs 
were found to be infected with swine flu have tested negative for the virus. 

A number of people living on the unidentified pig farm experienced flu-like symptoms after the 
pigs fell ill and were tested to see if they too were infected. 

But Dr. David Butler-Jones says tests suggest the people were not infected with the НІМІ swine 
virus. (Edmonton Sun, May 5, 2009) 

The official version is that the Mexican worker infected the pigs but not the people on the farm. 


Stage Three: Mexican Carpenter Tests Negative 

The Mexican carpenter also tested negative to the virus, which suggests that he could not be the 
source of a human to pig transmission: 

The pigs are thought to have been infected by a worker who had been in Mexico and was ill on 
his return to work in mid-April. The unidentified carpenter also tested negative for the virus, ... 
(Edmonton Sun, May 5, 2009) 


Stage Five: The Official Story Sticks. The Mexican carpenter infected the Pigs 

Following the release of the lab reports confirming that the Mexican carpenter tested negative to 
the НІМІ virus, one might have expected that the Canadian authorities would have broadened their 
assumptions. If the Mexican worker tests negative, what are the likely causes of the HINI infection 
on the Alberta hog farm? 

Despite the visible lack of reliable evidence, the Mexican farm worker is still considered to be 
the source of the infection. 


The official story sticks. 

“Butler-Jones says, though, that there may have been “sampling issues” and blood samples from 
the people will be tested for antibodies to look for a definitive answer on whether they were infected. 
He won't say how many people were tested or what he means by sampling issues.” (ibid) One might 
reasonably ask: was the culling intended to get rid of the evidence of infection on the hog farm? 

A few days, following the report, Canadian officials announced that one quarter of the herd 
including the infected pigs had been culled. The pigs were infected by a Mexican. Canadian health 
officials believe that he tested negative to Ше H1N1 “because he was too far along in his recovery”. 
They have ordered new blood tests, “looking for antibodies to the new HINI swine flu virus”. 
(Canadian Press, May 6, 2009) 


Stage Six: Culling the Infected Pigs. Covering Up the Evidence? 

The pigs are infected. But all the humans on the hog farm, including the Mexican carpenter, test 
negative. No report has been released regarding the results of the antibody test.Culling is defined as 
killing animals “with undesirable characteristics”, namely getting rid of the infected hogs. 

Canadian animal health officials are categorical the culling is not related to the fact that the 
animals are infected with the HINI virus: 

“This doesn't have anything to do with the flu,” Hauer told a news conference. “It has to do ... with 
animal welfare.” The decision to cull the herd [500 heads] was to ease overcrowding, Dr. Gerald 
Hauer said Saturday. 

“Due to the quarantine, these animals cannot be moved off the farm as they normally would. The 
living conditions would soon become unacceptable due to overcrowding and they (the pigs) would 
have been in distress,” Hauer said. (CBC, May 10,2009) 


Concluding Remarks 

The evidence of person to person transmission across international borders remains to be firmly 
established. The US authorites have used the Mexican flu outbreak as a pretext to tighten up security 
on the US-Mexican border, 

Did the pandemic originate in Mexico. The evidence is contradictory. 
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Many of the reported cases in Canada, the US, and around the World, cannot be traced back to 
the epicenter of the virus in Mexico. 

These cases were discovered and reported following the Mexican outbreak. The question is whether 
they were “discovered” as a result of a process of laboratory examination or were recorded without 
adequate testing. Are these figures reliable. Are they the product of data manipulation with a view 
to creating an atmosphere of fear and panic. 


Is the H1N1 swine virus prevalent in industrial hog farms? 

Visibly there was an outbreak of swine influenza in a central Alberta hog farm, confirmed by the 
Canadian health authorities. The pigs tested positive to the НІМІ virus, according to the official 
report. People on the farm tested negative. Canadian officials have failed to address the exact causes 
of the swine flu on the Albertan hog farm. It is worth noting that there was intense lobbying by the 
pork industry to change the name of the virus, from swine flu to A HINI influenza. 


If the Mexican carpenter is not the source of the infection, this suggests that the HIN1 swine 
flu was already prevalent in the Alberta hog farm and had noting to do with the outbreak in Mexico. 
This in turn raises the broader issue of HIN1 swine Пи infection in similar Canadian and US hog 
farms as well as the issue of pig-human transmission of the virus. 


What happened on the Alberta hog farm, therefore, could potentially upset North America’s 
industrial hog production. 
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Science 


Yudhijit Bhattacharjee 
Unlogged Pathogen Samples Found at Fort Detrick 


Science, 17 June 2009. 


A 4-month effort to inventory the contents of freezers and refrigerators at the United States Army 
Medical Research Institute of Infectious Diseases (USAMRIID) in Fort Detrick, Maryland, has turned 
up 9,220 vials of dangerous pathogens and toxins that were not listed in USAMRIID's database. 


USAMRIID officials announced at a press conference today that the institute has resumed all of 
its research activities, which were suspended in early February to enable a complete accounting of 
select agents at the premier biodefense lab. The institute has been under intense public scrutiny since 
last summer when the Federal Bureau of Investigation's implicated former USAMRID researcher 
Bruce Ivins in the 2001 anthrax letter attacks. 


The labs at USAMRIID house more than 70,000 vials of select agents and toxins, including samples 
of Ebola, anthrax, and other deadly germs. Officials decided to conduct a full inventory of the 
materials after researchers found four vials of Venezuelan Equine Encephalitis in a freezer that had 
never been entered into the institute's electronic database, created in 2005. They turned out to be 
just the tip of the iceberg. The inventory showed that 13% of the vials at the institute were not in the 
database, which officials had been using to keep track of materials. 


Most of the unlisted vials were materials left behind by researchers who had left the institute 
before 2005, Col. Mark Kortepeter, USAMRIID's deputy commander, told reporters at today's press 
conference. "The vast majority of these were working stocks that had accumulated over several 
decades," he said, explaining that the initial inventory for the electronic database 4 years ago had 
focused on vials that were in active use. Kortepeter said it was very "unlikely" that any unlisted 
vials had been lost or stolen. 


About half of the 9220 vials were destroyed after scientists determined that the materials in them 


were of limited scientific value, Kortepeter said. The rest were added to the database. The institute 
plans to conduct a 100% inventory every year from now on, he said. 
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The Washington Post 


Nelson Hernandez 
Fort Detrick Inventory Turns up 9,220 More Vials of Pathogens 


The Washinogton Post, 18 June 2009 


An inventory of potentially deadly pathogens at Fort Detrick's infectious disease laboratory found 
more than 9,000 vials that had not been accounted for, Army officials said yesterday, raising concerns 
that officials wouldn't know whether dangerous toxins were missing. 


After four months of searching about 335 freezers and refrigerators at the U.S. Army Medical 
Research Institute of Infectious Diseases in Frederick, investigators found 9,220 samples that hadn't 
been included in a database of about 66,000 items listed as of February, said Col. Mark Kortepeter, 
the institute's deputy commander. 


FBI investigators concluded that Fort Detrick probably was the source of the anthrax spores 
used in the deadly mailings of 2001 (2008 Photo By Susan Biddle - The Washington Post). 


The vials contained some dangerous pathogens, among them the Ebola virus, anthrax bacteria 
and botulinum toxin, and less lethal agents such as Venezuelan equine encephalitis virus and the 
bacterium that causes tularemia. Most of them, forgotten inside freezer drawers, hadn't been used in 
years or even decades. Officials said some serum samples from hemorrhagic fever patients dated to 
the Korean War. 


Kortepeter likened the inventory to cleaning out the attic and said he knew of no plans for an 
investigation into how the vials had been left out of the database. "The vast majority of these samples 
were working stock that were accumulated over decades," he said, left there by scientists who had 
retired or left the institute. 
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"Г can't say that nothing did [leave the lab], but I can say that we think it's extremely unlikely," 
Kortepeter said. 


Still, the overstock and the previous inaccuracy of the database raised the possibility that someone 
could have taken a sample outside the lab with no way for officials to know something was missing. 

"Nine thousand, two hundred undocumented samples is an extraordinarily serious breach," said 
Richard H. Ebright, a professor at Rutgers University who follows biosecurity. "A small number 
would be a concern; 9,200... at an institution that has been the focus of intense scrutiny on this 
issue, that's deeply worrisome. Unacceptable." 


The institute has been under pressure to tighten security in the wake of the 2001 anthrax attacks, 
which killed five people and sickened 17. FBI investigators say they think the anthrax strain used in 
the attacks originated at the Army lab, and its prime suspect, Bruce E. Ivins, researched anthrax there. 
Ivins committed suicide last year during an investigation into his activities. 


Kortepeter noted that since 2001 the lab has imposed multiple layers of security to check people 
entering and leaving, that there are now cameras in the labs, and that employees are subjected to a 
reliability program and random inspections. 

"The bottom line is, we have a lot of buffers to prevent anybody who shouldn't be getting into 
the laboratory," Kortepeter said. 


Sam Edwin, the institute's inventory control officer, said most of the samples found were vials 
with tiny amounts of pathogens that would thaw quickly and die once they were taken out of a 
freezer, making smuggling something off the base difficult. 


The probe began in February, when a problem accounting for Venezuelan equine encephalitis virus 
triggered the suspension of most research at the lab. A spot check in January found 20 samples of 
the virus in a box of vials instead of the 16 listed in the institute's database. Most work was stopped 
until the institute could take a thorough inventory of its stock of viruses and bacteria. 


Edwin said about 50 percent of the samples that had been found were destroyed. The rest were 
added to the catalog. Because the lab will now conduct an inventory every year, "it's really less 
likely that we will be in a situation like this again," he said. 


Procedures have changed, too. Scientists who have worked at the lab said that in the past, departing 
scientists turned over their logbooks to their successors, but records were sometimes incomplete or 
complex. As generations of scientists passed through, the knowledge of what was in the freezers was 
lost. With a comprehensive database, every sample is now tracked until it is destroyed or transferred. 


But some scientists are skeptical. Unlike uranium or chemical weapons, pathogens are living 


materials that can replicate and die. A small amount can easily be turned into a large amount. They 
said the strict inventories slow their work without guaranteeing security. 
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@pEdNews.com 


Peter Duveen 
Virologist to make his case for lab origin of swine flu 


OpedNews, 1 July 2009 


Datac Ts 0052 3 htm 
Pete Juveen-U90U03U-1U5.ntmi 


Peter's New York, Wednesday, July 1, 2009 — The scientist who made headlines in May by positing 
a laboratory origin for the swine flu that has swept the world will defend his theory in the scientific 
literature, Peter's New York has learned. 


Dr. Adrian Gibbs, a Canberra, Australia-based virologist with more than 200 scientific publications 
to his credit, said that over the weekend he submitted his latest work on the swine flu to a prominent 
scientific journal, and is awaiting a response. 


Gibbs, 75, was part of a team that developed the antiviral drug Tamiflu 


Back in April, when the first cases of swine flu were diagnosed in Mexico, Gibbs examined the 
genetic structure of the virus that had been posted on a public database. His analysis led him to 
speculate that the virus may have been the result of a laboratory error. He contacted the Geneva, 
Switzerland-based World Health Organization with his conjecture, and scientists there scrutinized 
his findings, concluding, however, that the virus was most likely a product of nature. 


In a series of email exchanges with Peter's New York, Gibbs said he was not satisfied with the 
WHO's critique, indicating that the basis for it was ambiguous. 


"The WHO stated that they had no evidence to support my suggestion," Gibbs said. "They made 
a very fair statement. However the principle reason for my conclusion remains-that none of the genes 
of the new virus had been sampled/found/caused epidemics since at least 2000, despite probably 
coming from at least two different parents on two continents, where other strains had been sampled." 


360 


5. Swine Flu may have Escaped from a Laboratory 


Gibbs said that might have been a coincidence, but the unusual placement of the virus on what 
what virologists call phylogenetic trees-a sort of schematic family history of the virus--also peeked 
his interest. On top of that, Gibbs observed that there was a lack of evidence that pig populations in 
North America, from which the virus is believed to have emerged, had been infected. Only the pigs 
on one farm in Canada have as yet been shown to have contracted the virus. 


It has been established, said Gibbs, that swine easily contract the new flu from humans, and 
spread it among themselves. The absence of infection in the North American swine, Gibbs noted, 
may be evidence that the swine had already contracted the disease and built up immunity, or that 
they were vaccinated against viruses that resembled the novel swine flu closely enough for them to 
have been protected against it. Gibbs said the one Canadian herd that came down with the novel 
swine flu had not been inoculated, and that the evidence therefore leans toward inoculation as the 
reason North American pigs are disease free. That, in turn, would support a theory, according to 
Gibbs, that "the virus in the vaccine may be the immediate progenitor of the new human virus.” 


Gibbs said he would have been more satisfied 1f scientists at the WHO had examined the lists of 
all the vaccines licensed for production in the United States and Mexico and determined that none 
of them harbored strains from which the swine flu could have descended. He said he had been 
unable to locate such lists to make the determination himself. 


Gibbs spells out fairly clearly how he thinks the new virus might have emerged due to a laboratory 
error. In manufacturing a vaccine, each of the viruses to be protected against must first be bred and 
then sterilized to prevent their further multiplication. When a subject is inoculated, the body reacts 
to the "killed" viral fragments and produces antibodies that provide protection against the live virus. 
Gibbs said that if the sterilization process was not carried out properly, pigs could end up being 
given live viruses, and instead of being protected, would contract the disease. The live viruses would 
then have a chance to multiply and exchange genetic material within the infected pig in a process 
known as reassortment, and a new virus could emerge and spread to humans as a "swine Пи." 


The study of viruses is overlaid with a complex nomenclature and labyrinthine concepts and 
arguments in the field of genetics that are unfamiliar to the average layman. But the implications are 
far reaching, a fact not lost on the general public or on Gibbs. 


Early this year, the Deerfield, Ш. based drug firm Baxter International Inc. shipped experimental 
vaccines for human flu that were contaminated with the bird flu. The cocktail of influenzas, if it had 
not been discovered by alert laboratory specialists in the Czech Republic in February, could have been 
administered to subjects, after which, some experts feared, the two viruses could have undergone 
reassortment, producing a new virus that possessed the lethality of bird flu and the communicability 
of human flu. Bird flu is a deadly disease that kills close to half its victims, but resists spread from 
human to human. Human flu, on the other hand, is far more benign, but is easily spread through 
human contact. A recombined virus with the characteristics of each of the two could conceivably 
wipe out almost half the world's population. 


Gibbs steers clear of elaborate intrigues that some believe are behind the new flu's emergence. 
"Whenever I've thought something has resulted from a conspiracy, it usually turns out to be from a 
'co*k-up," he said. The importance of establishing whether or not Ше flu emerged from a 
laboratory, he emphasized, is "to try to avoid a recurrence." 


He did admit, however, that there was a definite risk to the public of escaping pathogens held in 
government and private facilities. 


"There are many historical precedents that are conveniently forgotten," said Gibbs. "The recent 
Baxter incident seems to have been one." 


"The reappearance in 1977 of the HINI (virus) last seen in 1950 after a period of non-evolution," 
which he speculated could represent "suspended animation in a freezer," was another instance in 
which pathogens might have escaped from a laboratory. Gibbs also cited the escape of foot-and- 
mouth disease from a British government laboratory facility in 2007. 


361 


5. Swine Flu may have Escaped from a Laboratory 


Asked if the resurrection of the viral agent for the deadly 1918 "Spanish" flu, which was 
reconstituted in 2005 by scientists at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention for research 
purposes, was a safe proposition, he answered, "No, definitely not." 


"It's exactly the same principle as should apply to all high security labs," said Gibbs. "If it ain't 
'there' it can't get out, whereas if it is, then there is always the possibility, however remote, that it 
might get out." 


The 1918 flu, which spread to every corner of the globe in the two years immediately following 
World War I, had a rate of lethality some 30 to 50 times greater than other strains of human flu. 
Tens of millions of people died in the pandemic worldwide. 


While some aspects of his presentation have been updated, Gibbs said his basic premise remains 
unchanged, and has, in fact, been reinforced by recent additions to the scientific literature. 


And while the WHO gave the appearance of having put the final nail in the coffin of Gibbs's 
theory, in a rare show of scientific honesty for a public institution, it affixed the lid rather loosely, 
leaving itself room to revisit Gibbs's hypothesis once it is published. 


In the mid-May press conference in which the WHO addressed Gibbs's analysis, which by that 
time has spread far and wide throughout the mainstream media, Assistant Director Keiji Fukuda 
praised the virologist who had contributed to the field for more than fifty years of professional work, 
calling Gibbs "a credible scientist, a credible virologist." 


In answer to a reporter's question about whether Gibbs's theory had been refuted, Fukuda said: "I 
think that it is fair to say that in the world of science, nothing is ever totally excluded, nothing is 
ever ended." On the issue of whether Gibbs's theory may actually prove true or not, he said: "We 
feel very comfortable based on the analyses which have been done, based on the rigor in which it 
has been looked at, that we are not dealing with a laboratory-created virus. However, I do not expect 
that the debate itself will stop." 
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6. Baxter seeks swine flu sample to begin work on vaccine 


Chicago Tribune BREAKING NEWS 


Bruce Japsen 
Baxter to work to contain Mexico flu outbreak 


Chicago Breaking News // Chicago Tribune, 25 April 2009 


Deerfield-based medical product giant Baxter International Inc. is working with the World Health 
Organization on a potential vaccine to curb the spread of the swine flu outbreak in Mexico, the 
company confirmed today. 


Baxter, which has a growing vaccine business, has worked with foreign countries in the past to 
develop vaccines for Ше HSN1 virus commonly known as bird flu. Baxter has a cell-based technology 
that allows the company to more rapidly produce vaccines in the event of a pandemic than a decades- 
old method that uses eggs to process vaccines and can take weeks or even months longer. 


"Upon learning about the swine flu outbreak in Mexico yesterday, Baxter requested a virus sample 
from WHO to do laboratory testing for potentially developing an experimental vaccine,” company 
spokesman Christopher Bona told the Tribune this afternoon. "Baxter has research and development 
and manufacturing pandemic planning expertise to rapidly develop candidate vaccines against 
potentially emerging influenza viruses." 


In the past, Baxter has developed vaccines and worked with countries to stockpile vaccines even 
while they undergo experimental testing. The idea behind the government stockpiles, in the case of 
the bird flu, for example, 15 to prepare against outbreak. 


The company would not say whether the U.S. or other countries have contacted Baxter. Other 
companies, too, develop vaccines and have been used to stockpile vaccines. It's unclear whether 
other vaccine makers have also contacted the WHO. 


Because it's so early in the vaccine development process, Baxter would not estimate on when a 
candidate vaccine would emerge for potential use. 


The Mexican government is working to control a swine Пи outbreak that has killed more than 65 


people and potentially infected more than 1,000 in recent weeks, according to government and news 
reports. 
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Chicago Tribune 


Bruce Japsen 


Swine flu: Baxter seeks swine flu sample to begin work on vaccine: 
Deerfield-based Baxter has a speedier way to make vaccines than old method 


Chicago Tribune, 27 April 2009; 


https://web.archive.org/web/20090427195727/http://www.chicagotribune.com/business/chi-baxter-swine-flu-27-apr27,0,3579388.story 


With world health officials worried about the global outbreak of another deadly virus, Deerfield- 
based Baxter International Inc. once again finds itself involved in the action. 

Baxter confirmed over the weekend that it is working with the World Health Organization on a 
potential vaccine to curb the deadly swine flu virus that is blamed for scores of deaths in Mexico 
and has emerged as a threat in the U.S. 

Baxter, which has an emerging vaccine business, has worked with the U.S. and foreign countries 
in the past to develop vaccines for the HSN1 virus commonly known as bird flu. 

Baxter has a cell-based technology that allows the company to produce vaccines more rapidly in 
the event of a pandemic than a decades-old method that uses eggs and can take weeks or months 
longer. Although the egg-based method has produced safe and effective vaccines, analysts say 
Baxter's method can cut production times in half compared with the older process. 

"Upon learning about the swine flu outbreak in Mexico, Baxter requested a virus sample from 
WHO to do laboratory testing for potentially developing an experimental vaccine," company 
spokesman Christopher Bona told the Tribune. 

In the past, Baxter has developed vaccines and worked with countries to stockpile vaccines even 
while they undergo experimental testing. 

The idea behind the government stockpiles, in the case of the bird flu, for example, is to prepare 
against outbreak. 

As of Sunday, Baxter would not say whether the U.S. or other countries have contacted the 
company to develop a stockpile against swine flu. Other companies, too, develop vaccines and have 
been used to stockpile vaccines. 

The effort to ensure a safe vaccine supply and an adequate number of manufacturers has taken 
on greater importance in recent years. 

Three years ago, for example, the Bush administration awarded about $1 billion to vaccine makers 
as a way to increase and speed production, particularly after the spread of bird flu. 

Several vaccine makers, including Baxter, GlaxoSmithKline and others, were awarded multimillion- 
dollar contracts. 

Baxter, working with another company, was awarded a five-year contract to develop both seasonal 
and pandemic vaccines using its cell-based technology, according to terms of the deal disclosed in 
May 2006. 

Over the years, Baxter has worked with governments around the world to develop and produce 
vaccines to protect against infectious disease or potential threats from bioterrorism. 

In the wake of the terrorist attacks on Sept. 11, 2001, Baxter worked with British biotech 
company Acambis to supply stockpiles of a smallpox vaccine. In 2003, Baxter was awarded a U.S. 
contract to develop and produce a vaccine against severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS) for 
use by the National Institutes of Health in early human clinical trials. 

And in 2005, Baxter worked with another company to develop a "plasma-based therapeutic 
targeted for use in individuals who may be exposed to nerve gas poisons,” the company said at the time. 

Because it's so early in the swine flu vaccine development process, Baxter would not estimate 
when a vaccine might be ready. 
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Chicago Tribune 


Bruce Japsen 


Push is on for vaccine against fatal swine flu: 
Deerfield-based Baxter seeks sample to test 


Chicago Tribune, 27 April 2009, p. 1.19 


With world health officials worried about the global outbreak of another deadly virus, Deerfield- 
based Baxter International Inc. once again finds itself involved in the action. 

Baxter confirmed over the weekend that it is working with the World Health Organization on a 
potential vaccine to curb the deadly swine flu virus that is blamed for scores of deaths in Mexico 
and has emerged as a threat in the U.S. 

Baxter, which has an emerging vaccine business, has worked with the U.S. and foreign countries 
in the past to develop vaccines for the HSN1 virus commonly known as bird flu. 

Baxter has a cell-based technology that allows the company to produce vaccines more rapidly in the 
event of a pandemic than a decades-old method that uses eggs and can take weeks or months longer. 
Although the egg-based method has produced safe and effective vaccines, analysts say Baxter's method 
can cut production times in half compared with the older process. 

"Upon learning about the swine flu outbreak in Mexico, Baxter requested a virus sample from WHO 
to do laboratory testing for potentially developing an experimental vaccine," company spokesman 
Christopher Bona told the Tribune. 

In the past, Baxter has developed vaccines and worked with countries to stockpile vaccines even 
while they undergo experimental testing. The idea behind the government stockpiles, in the case of 
the bird flu, for example, is to prepare against outbreak. 

As of Sunday, Baxter would not say whether the U.S. or other countries have contacted the company 
to develop a stockpile against swine flu. Other companies, too, develop vaccines and have been used 
to stockpile vaccines. 

The effort to ensure a safe vaccine supply and an adequate number of manufacturers has taken 
on greater importance in recent years. 

Three years ago, for example, the Bush administration awarded about $1 billion to vaccine makers 
as a way to increase and speed production, particularly after the spread of bird flu. Several vaccine 
makers, including Baxter, GlaxoSmithKline and others, were awarded multimillion-dollar contracts. 

Baxter, working with another company, was awarded a five-year contract to develop both seasonal 
and pandemic vaccines using its cell-based technology, according to terms of the deal disclosed in 
May 2006. 

Over the years, Baxter has worked with governments around the world to develop and produce 
vaccines to protect against infectious disease or potential threats from bioterrorism. 

In the wake of the terrorist attacks on Sept. 11, 2001, Baxter worked with British biotech company 
Acambis to supply stockpiles of a small-pox vaccine. In 2003, Baxter was awarded a U.S. contract 
to develop and produce a vaccine against severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS) for use by the 
National Institutes of Health in early human clinical trials. And in 2005, Baxter worked with another 
company to develop a "plasma-based therapeutic targeted for use in individuals who may be exposed 
to nerve gas poisons," the company said at the time. 

Because it's so early in the swine flu vaccine development process, Baxter would not estimate 
when a vaccine might be ready. bjapsen @tribune.ann 
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Chicago Tribune 


Bruce Japsen 


Vaccine Sought for Fatal Swine Flu: 
Baxter of Deerfield seeks sample to use in its speedier method 


Chicago Tribune, 27 April 2009, p. 31 


With world health officials worried about the global outbreak of another deadly virus, Deerfield- 
based Baxter International Inc. once again finds itself involved in the action. 

Baxter confirmed over the weekend that it is working with the World Health Organization on a 
potential vaccine to curb the deadly swine flu virus that is blamed for scores of deaths in Mexico 
and has emerged as a threat in the U.S. 


In the wake of the terrorist attacks on Sept. 11, 2001, Baxter worked with British biotech company 
Acambis to supply stockpiles of a small-pox vaccine. In 2003, Baxter was awarded a U.S. contract 
to develop and produce a vaccine against severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS) for use by the 
National Institutes of Health in early human clinical trials. 

And in 2005, Baxter worked with another company to develop a "plasma-based therapeutic 
targeted for use in individuals who may be exposed to nerve gas poisons," the company said at the 
time. 

Because it's so early in the swine flu vaccine development process, Baxter would not estimate 
when a vaccine might be ready. bjapsen Otribune.ann 
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In These New Times 
A new paradigm for a post-imperial world 
Steve Watson 


Baxter to Develop Swine Flu Vaccine Despite Bird Flu Scandal 
The fox has been given the duty of guarding the henhouse 


In These New Times, 27 April 2009; 


https://inthesenewtimes.com/2009/04/28/baxter-to-develop-swine-flu-vaccine-despite-bird-flu-scandal/ 


A U.S. based pharmaceutical company that just weeks ago was involved in a scandal involving 
vaccines tainted with deadly avian flu virus has been chosen to head up efforts to produce a vaccine 
for the Mexican swine flu that has seemingly migrated into the U.S. and Europe. 

Baxter confirmed over the weekend that 1 is working with the World Health Organization on a 
potential vaccine to curb the deadly swine flu virus that is blamed for scores of deaths in Mexico 
and has emerged as a threat in the U.S., reports the Chicago Tribune. 

Baxter has previously worked with governments all over the globe to develop and produce 
vaccines to protect against infectious disease or potential threats from bioterrorism. After 9/11 Baxter 
helped supply stockpiles of a smallpox vaccine and in 2003 the company was contracted to develop 
a vaccine to combat the SARS virus. In 2006 the UK Government announced plans designed to 
inoculate every person in the country with Baxter’s vaccines in the event of a flu pandemic. 


However, Baxter has a very recent and most disturbing connection to flu vaccines. 


As reported by multiple sources last month, including the Times of India, vaccines contaminated 
with deadly live Н5М1 avian flu virus were distributed to 18 countries last December by a lab at an 
Austrian branch of Baxter. 


It was only by providence that the batch was first tested on ferrets in the Czech Republic, before 
being shipped out for injection into humans. The ferrets all died and the shocking discovery was made. 


Czech newspapers_immediately questioned whether the events were part of a conspiracy to 
deliberately provoke a pandemic, following up on accusations already made by health officials in 
other countries. 


Initially, Baxter attempted to stonewall questions by invoking “trade secrets” and refused to 
reveal how the vaccines were contaminated with H5N1. After increased pressure they then claimed 
that pure H5NI batches were sent by accident. 


Since the probability of mixing a live virus biological weapon with vaccine material by accident 
15 virtually impossible, this leaves no other explanation than that the contamination was a deliberate 
attempt to weaponize Ше H5N1 virus to its most potent extreme and distribute it via conventional 
flu vaccines to the population who would then infect others to a devastating degree as the disease 
went airborne. 


The fact that Baxter mixed the deadly H5N1 virus with a mix of H3N2 seasonal flu viruses is the 
smoking gun. The H5N1 virus on its own has killed hundreds of people, but it is less airborne and 
more restricted in the ease with which it can spread. However, when combined with seasonal flu 
viruses, which as everyone knows are super-airborne and easily spread, the effect is a potent, super- 
airbone, super deadly biological weapon. 

Indeed, some have already suggested that the current scare could represent the use of such a weapon. 
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Now it has been announced that Baxter is seeking a sample of the potentially lethal never before 
seen form of swine/avian/human flu virus in order to assist the World Health Organization in 
developing a new vaccine, reaping billions in the process. 


Why should Baxter be trusted, when they have already been proven to be at the very least criminally 
negligent, and at worst a prime suspect in attempting to carry off one of the most heinous crimes in 
the history of mankind? 


The company has already put the safety of the entire human race at risk, and now, just a few 
weeks later, we're expected to invest our confidence in them and take their shots with a smile and a 
still tongue? 


As Mike Adams of Natural News has commented, “If you mail an envelope full of anthrax to 
your Senator, you get arrested as a terrorist. So why is Baxter — which mailed samples of a far more 


deadly viral strain to labs around the world — getting away with saying, essentially, ‘Oops?’ ” 


WHO officials are reportedly still closely monitoring the investigation into Baxter’s contaminated 
flu vaccines, seemingly they are not too concerned. Perhaps we should be. 
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iDNES.cz | ZPRAVODAJSTVÍ Domácí Zahraničí Krimi Kraje Volby Ekonomika Kultura 


Vakcíny proti prasečí chřipce dodá firma, která poslala nakažené vzorky 


¡DNES, 5. května 2009 (5 May 2009), 18:05 
https://www.idnes.cz/zpravy/domaci/vakciny-proti-praseci-chripce-doda-firma-ktera-poslala-nakazene- 
vzorky.A090505_165450_domaci_adb 


Odstupující vláda kyvla na nabídku farmaceutické firmy Baxter, že Česku dodá vakcínu proti 
prasečí chřipce. Topolánkův kabinet se pro Baxter rozhodl jednomyslně 1 přesto, že firmu provází 
skandál, kdy v únoru do Česka poslala testovací vakcíny kontaminované virem ptačí chřipky. 


Vláda si vybrala farmaceutickou firmu Baxter. 
Bez výběrového řízení a přes její únorový skandál. | foto: Profimedia.cz 


Zdroj: "Rozhodnutí padlo," řekl už v pondělí premier v demisi Mirek Topolánek s tim, že víc 
prozradit nemůže. Jeho kabinet projednal nabídku v takzvaném vyhrazeném režimu, takže se 
veřejnost nedozví, jak rozhodl a kterou firmu vybral. - čtěte Vakcína proti prasečí chřipce možná 
vznikne v Česku 


Podle informací iDNES.cz je to firma Baxter. Návrh, aby Česko uzavřelo kupní smlouvu s 
farmaceutickou firmou, přednesla na pondělním jednání vlády ministryně zdravotnictví Daniela 
Filipiová. 


Stát si tak zarezervoval 12 milionů vakcín proti prasečí chřipce. Jen za rezervační poplatek bude 
muset firmě po dobu pěti let platit 300 milionů, prozradil iDNES.cz zdroj z vlády, který si nepřál 
být jmenován. 


Téma na zasedání vlády vyvolalo velkou debatu, ale kabinet nakonec nabídku jednomyslně 
schválil. A to 1 přes riziko, že vakcíny nakonec nebudou využity. Nemůžeme si dovolit to nekoupit, 
shodli se nakonec ministři. 
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"Je sebevražedné to neodsouhlasit. Je to ročně jeden třicetikorunový poplatek na občana," nechal 
se na vládě slyšet ministr práce a sociálních věcí Petr Nečas, jak iDNES.cz prozradil vládní zdroj. 


Kabinet si výběr Baxteru bez výběrového řízení odůvodnil tím, že pouze tato firma dovede 
vakcínu vyrobit do třech měsíců. Jiné farmaceutické společnosti by potřebovaly dvojnásobnou 
dobu, argumentoval podle zdroje před ministry hlavní hygienik Michael Vít. 


Ministryně zdravotnictví Daniela Filipiová odmítla informaci potvrdit. "Nevím, o čem mluvite," 
řekla iDNES.cz. "Nevím, odkud tu informaci máte. Já se vám k tomu rozhodně vyjadřovat nebudu," 
dodala. 


"Řeknu jen to, že vláda včera jednala a přijala takové opatření, že v případě opravdu velkého 
rizika pandemie chřipky H1N1 bude pro občany této země zajištěna vakcinace," uvedla. 
Kontaminovaná zásilka putovala 1 do dalších zemí 


Americká firma Baxter, která má svou nejmodernější pobočku v obci Bohumil u Kostelce nad 
Černými lesy, ale nemá v Cesku zrovna dobré jméno. V únoru totiž do Ceska poslala testovací 
materiál nakažený virem ptačí chřipky H5N1. - o skandálu čtěte zde 


Virus, který je považován za možnou biologickou zbraň, totiž uchovává ve své rakouské pobočce 
v Orthu. Právě odsud poslali farmaceuti Baxteru do Česka kontaminované vzorky, aniž by někdo z 
rakouské či české strany informoval úřad, který má na starosti biologickou bezpečnost. 


Čeští vědci zjistili až náhodou, že vakcína obsahuje nebezpečný virus. A jen shodou náhod nebyl 
nikdo nakažen. Kromě Ceska putovala zásilka 1 do dalších zemí, Virus se tak ocitl najednou 


nekontrolovaně na několika místech v Evropě. 


"Vakcína nakažená ptačí chřipkou se testovala v samotném Rakousku, České republice, Německu 
a ve Slovinsku. A všude se tento problém vyskytl," řekl už tehdy hlavní hygienik. 
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REUTERS 


Bill Berkrot, Gary Hill 
Baxter could have pandemic flu vaccine in July 


Reuters, 13 June 2009 


NEW YORK (Reuters) - Baxter International Inc said on Friday that it is in full-scale production 
of an A/HINI Пи pandemic vaccine that could be ready for commercial use next month. 


The news comes a day after the World Health Organization (WHO) officially declared a pandemic 
and cautioned governments to prepare for a long-term battle against the new virus. 


Baxter said it received an A/HINI strain from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
in May and has been working to develop a pandemic vaccine for use as early as July. 


A number of national public health authorities have agreements with Baxter that allow them to 
place orders for a vaccine now that a pandemic has been declared by WHO, Baxter said. 


Baxter said it would also work with WHO to allocate a portion of the company's commercial 
vaccine production to address global public health issues deemed most urgent. 


The company, which said it has completed testing and evaluation of the virus, is developing Ше 
vaccine using cell technology. Traditional flu vaccines are made using chicken eggs and typically 
take some six months to produce. 


Baxter said it believes its Vero cell technology will allow for much more rapid production and 
delivery of pandemic flu vaccine. 


The company plans to submit the A/HINI vaccine for approval upon completion of initial 
manufacturing runs. 


A/HINI flu strain was first discovered in Mexico and has rapidly spread. There have been 28,774 
confirmed cases of the virus in 74 countries with 144 deaths, according to WHO’s latest tally of 
laboratory-confirmed cases. It is believed that tests have turned up only a fraction of the true number 
of cases of the virus. 
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GlobalResea rch 


esearch on Globalization 


Lori Price 
Big Pharma: Baxter Files Swine Flu Vaccine Patent a Year Ahead of Outbreak 


Global Research, July 18, 2009 


Barack Opharma issues the ultimate bad news during his weekly Friday night bad news dump: 
Legal immunity set for swine flu vaccine makers 17 Jul 2009 The last time the government embarked 
on a major vaccine campaign against a new swine flu, thousands filed claims contending they 
suffered side effects [paralysis, death] from the shots. This time, the government has already taken 
steps to head that off. Vaccine makers and federal officials will be immune from lawsuits that result 
from any new swine flu vaccine, under a document signed by Secretary of Health and Human 
Services Kathleen Sebelius, government health officials said Friday. The document signed by 
Sebelius last month grants immunity to those making a swine flu vaccine, under the provisions of a 
2006 law for public health emergencies. 


Baxter Files Swine Flu Vaccine Patent a Year Ahead of Outbreak —US20090060950A1 to Baxter 
International filed 28th August 2008 By Lara 10 Jul 2009 Baxter Vaccine Patent Application US 
2009/0060950 Al —‘In particular preferred embodiments the composition or vaccine comprises 
more than one antigen.....such as influenza A and influenza B in particular selected from of one or 
more of the human H1N1, H2N2, H3N2, H5N1, H7N7, H1N2, H9N2, H7N2, H7N3, H10N7 
subtypes, of the pig flu HINI, H1N2, H3N1 and H3N2 subtypes, of the dog or horse flu H7N7, 
H3N8 subtypes or of the avian H5N1, H7N2, H1N7, H7N3, H13N6, H5N9, H11N6, H3N8, H9N2, 
H5N2, H4N8, H10N7, H2N2, H8N4, H14N5, H6N5, H12N5 subtypes.’ 


Baxter can take no more H1N1 flu vaccine orders 16 Jul 2009 While at least 50 governments have 
placed orders or are negotiating with drug companies for supplies of flu vaccine against the [their] 
fast spreading H1N1 strain, the lone U.S.-based maker has already taken on as much as it can handle. 
Baxter International Inc said on Thursday it has taken orders from five countries, including Britain, 
Ireland and New Zealand, for a total of 80 million doses of HIN1 vaccine and will not take any more. 


‘Clearly we believe this demand has the potential to translate into a significant opportunity.” 
Baxter 20 Profit Up 7.9%; Full-Year Guidance Raised 16 Jul 2009 Baxter International Inc. posted 
a stronger-than-expected 7.9% rise in second-quarter profit with help from improved margins and 
product sales that continued to avoid any hits from the economic downturn. The medical-products 
maker boosted its 2009 earnings guidance while saying the increase doesn't reflect at this point any 
contribution from making a vaccine for the НІМІ flu strain. Baxter reported a second-quarter profit 
of $587 million, or 96 cents a share, up from $544 million, or 85 cents a share, a year earlier. 


Baxter working on vaccine to stop swine flu, though admitted sending live pandemic flu viruses 
to subcontractor By Lori Price 26 Apr 2009 The OMFG moment of the century: Illinois-based 
Baxter working on vaccine to “stop” swine flu outbreak in Mexico 25 Apr 2009 Specialty drug 
maker Baxter International Inc. will work with the World Health Organization to develop a vaccine 
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that could stem [foment] an outbreak of a deadly swine flu strain in Mexico. Baxter spokesman 
Christopher Bona said Saturday that the Deerfield, Ш.-Базед company has asked the WHO for a 
sample of the flu strain. He says Baxter has patented technology that allows the company to develop 
vaccines in half the time it usually takes — about 13 weeks instead of 26. 


Baxter admits sending live avian flu viruses to subcontractor — Baxter admits contaminated seasonal 
flu product contained live bird flu virus 27 Feb 2009 The company that released contaminated flu 
virus material from a plant in Austria confirmed Friday that the experimental product contained live 
H5N1 avian flu viruses. And an official of the World Health Organization’s European operation said 
the body is closely monitoring the investigation into the events that took place at Baxter International’s 
research facility in Orth-Donau, Austria. 


Human trial of swine flu vaccine ‘soon’ 15 Jul 2009 The federal government has defended its policy 
of not following the United Kingdom’s lead and rushing out a swine flu vaccine. Biopharmaceutical 
company CSL will start clinical vaccine trials on 240 healthy adults in Adelaide next week. The 
vaccine is due to be rolled out in October. 
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REUTERS 


Compiled by Sam Cage in Zurich; Editing by David Cowell 
Who is making the swine flu vaccine? 


Reuters, 3 September 2009, 7:46 PM 


(Reuters) - Pharmaceutical companies are racing to develop a vaccine against swine flu ahead of 
a possible spread of the virus in the northern hemisphere autumn and winter. 

Officials are worried vaccine supplies will prove tight and sales are expected to provide a 
windfall for the global drugs industry. 


Here are details of some companies” progress in making and supplying the vaccine: 


GLAXOSMITHKLINE 


Glaxo is testing its pandemic H1N1 swine flu vaccine in humans and expects to start giving the 
results to government agencies in September. 

The world’s second largest drugmaker said in August it has won orders for HINI swine flu 
vaccine from a further nine governments, taking the total number of doses ordered to 291 million. 
With more orders still to come, it could be in line for a flu vaccine windfall of more than $3 billion 
in the next six months or so, according to industry analysts. 


SANOFI-AVENTIS 


The world leader in flu shots has received major orders from the United States and France for 
HINI flu vaccines and said in July it was in discussion with more than 30 countries about supplies, 
though it cautioned 2009 sales might not be that large. 

An executive said last month Sanofi is “reasonably” comfortable it would be able to honor its 
contract to supply HINI swine flu vaccines to the United States in October. It has a $250 million 
deal to provide the United States with the swine flu antigen in bulk. Sanofi would also fill France's 
order of doses between November and early December, as planned. 


NOVARTIS 


Basel, Switzerland-based Novartis -- whose vaccine gave a strong response even after one dose 
in a pilot trial -- expects to have a vaccine ready by the end of September or October. It has secured 
several orders for HINI vaccines, though does not expect to see any benefit in its figures until the 
fourth quarter. 


ASTRAZENECA 


Astra's MedImmune unit has an initial $90 million order from the U.S. government and has said 
there is potential for more orders. 

MedImmune’s vaccine technology, currently only available in the United States, is different 
from traditional injectable flu shots in that it is a mist sprayed into the nose, where the flu virus 
usually enters the body. 

SINOVAC 
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China's Sinovac Biotech is the first company worldwide to complete clinical trials for an HINI 
vaccine, which has received approval from Chinese health authorities. Experts have predicted that 
two shots will be needed to provide swine flu immunity, but Sinovac said a single dose of its 
vaccine proved sufficient. 


CSL 


CSL has been in mass production of H1N1 vaccine for several weeks, has completed a first batch 
of 2 million shots and is producing 1-1.5 million doses per week until it fills all orders. 

The Australian group has won a $180 million contract from the United States for HIN1 flu 
vaccine and an order for 21 million doses for the Australian government, saying in May it expected 
to book sales of about $250 million from swine flu vaccines in the year to 2010. 


BAXTER 


Baxter International has completed its first commercial batches of HINI vaccine made using a 
cell culture process designed to be faster than traditional vaccine production methods that use 
chicken eggs. It has supply contracts with countries including Britain, Ireland and New Zealand, but 
not the United States, and said in July it could not take on additional orders. 


SOLVAY 


Solvay said in late July that production of а cell-based H1NI vaccine for clinical studies would 
start in August. The Belgian group missed out in June on a Dutch government contract to supply the 
Netherlands with an HINI flu virus vaccine because it could not supply the product within the 
required timeframe. 


GREEN CROSS 


South Korea’s Green Cross is expected to benefit from Ше country’s HINI preparations as the 
government has set aside $155 million to secure vaccines. Analysts reckon talks with South Korean 
authorities will guarantee Green Cross to deliver 50 percent of the vaccine supply, but there are 
concerns about its production capacity. 


HUALAN BIOLOGICAL 
A Chinese panel of experts gave a green light to a vaccine from Hualan Biological this week. 
Shares in Ше Shanghai-listed company have risen 44 percent in two weeks, hitting a life high. 


INOVIO BIOMEDICAL 


U.S. group Inovio has said its DNA-based HINI flu vaccines provided protection against the 
swine flu strain in pigs and mice. It said in August it expects to begin manufacturing vaccine 
supplies for HINI clinical studies in a “matter of weeks,” even though it does not yet have the U.S. 
approval to begin human trials for that indication. 


NOVAVAX 


U.S. biotech company Novavax has a new kind of influenza vaccine that works against the swine 
flu virus in animals. It would have to get approval from the U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
before it could test the new vaccine in people and years of testing are likely to be required before 
such a new formulation could be widely used in humans. 
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Ae NEWS  »ouncs us.news WORLD CULTURE R TRENDS HEALTH BUSINESS TECH NBC NEWS TIPLINE 


The Associated Press 
Legal immunity set for swine flu vaccine makers 


NBC.News, 18 July 2009 


The last time the government embarked on a major vaccine campaign against a new swine flu, 
thousands filed claims contending they suffered side effects. This time, the government has already 
taken steps to head that off. 

Vaccine makers and federal officials will be immune from lawsuits that result from any new 
swine flu vaccine, under a document signed by Secretary of Health and Human Services Kathleen 
Sebelius, government health officials said Friday. 


Since the 1980s, the government has protected vaccine makers against lawsuits over the use of 
childhood vaccines. Instead, a federal court handles claims and decides who will be paid from a 
special fund. 

The document signed by Sebelius last month grants immunity to those making a swine flu vaccine, 
under the provisions of a 2006 law for public health emergencies. It allows for a compensation 
fund, if needed. 


Immunity encourages vaccine-makers 


The government takes such steps to encourage drug companies to make vaccines, and it's worked. 
Federal officials have contracted with five manufacturers to make a swine flu vaccine. First identified 
in April, swine flu has so far caused at least 263 deaths, according to numbers released by the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention on Friday. 


The CDC said more than 40,000 Americans have had confirmed or probable cases, but those are 
people who sought health care. It's likely that more than 1 million Americans have been sickened by 
the flu, many with mild cases. 


The virus hits younger people harder that seasonal flu, but so far hasn't been much more deadly 
than the strains seen every fall and winter. But health officials believe the virus could mutate to a 
more dangerous form, or at least contribute to a potentially heavier flu season than usual. 


"We do expect there to be an increase in influenza this fall," with a bump in cases perhaps 
beginning earlier than normal, said Dr. Anne Schuchat, director of the CDC's National Center for 
Immunization and Respiratory Diseases. 


On Friday, the Food and Drug Administration approved the regular winter flu vaccine, a final 
step before shipments to clinics and other vaccination sites could begin. 


The last time the government faced a new swine flu virus was in 1976. Cases of swine flu in 
soldiers at Fort Dix, N.J., including one death, made health officials worried they might be facing a 
deadly pandemic like the one that killed millions around the world in 1918 and 1919. 


Thousands filed claims after 1976 campaign 


Federal officials vaccinated 40 million Americans during a national campaign. A pandemic never 
materialized, but thousands who got the shots filed injury claims, saying they suffered a paralyzing 
condition called Guillain-Barre Syndrome or other side effects. 
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"The government paid out quite a bit of money," said Stephen Sugarman, a law professor who 
specializes in product liability at the University of California at Berkeley. 


Vaccines aren't as profitable as other drugs for manufacturers, and without protection against 
lawsuits "they're saying, По we need this?" Sugarman said. 


The move to protect makers of a swine flu didn't go over well with Paul Pennock, a prominent 
New York plaintiffs attorney on medical liability cases. The government will likely call on millions 
of Americans to get the vaccinations to prevent the disease from spreading, he noted. 


"If you're going to ask people to do this for the common good, then let's make sure for the common 
good that these people will be taken care of if something goes wrong," Pennock said. 
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EveryCRSReport.com 


Pandemic Flu and Medical Biodefense Countermeasure Liability Limitation 


EveryCRSReport, 18 November 2005 — 12 February 2010 


https:// 


eryersreport.com/reports/ks2232/.ntml 


Division С of P.L. 109-148 (2005), 42 U.S.C. 88 2474-64, 247d-6e, also known as the Public 
Readiness and Emergency Preparedness Act (PREP Act), limits liability with respect to pandemic 
flu and other public health countermeasures. Specifically, upon a declaration by the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services of a public health emergency or the credible risk of such emergency, 
Division С would, with respect to a “covered countermeasure,” eliminate liability, with one 
exception, for the United States, and for manufacturers, distributors, program planners, persons who 
prescribe, administer or dispense the countermeasure, and employees of any of the above. The 
exception to immunity from liability is that a defendant who engaged in willful misconduct would 
be subject to liability under a new federal cause of action, though not under state tort law, if death 
or serious injury results. Division C’s limitation on liability is a more extensive restriction on 
victims’ ability to recover than exists in most federal tort reform statutes. However, victims could, 
in lieu of suing, accept payment under a new “Covered Countermeasure Process Fund,” if Congress 
appropriates money for this fund. 


The first PREP Act declaration was issued on January 26, 2007, to limit liability for the 
administration of the H5N1 influenza vaccine. Since then, declarations have been issued covering 
countermeasures against other strains of influenza (including H1N1), anthrax, botulism, small pox, 
and acute radiation syndrome. 


See also: 


r 


The NEW ENGLAND JOURNAL of MEDICINE 


Wendy E. Parmet, 
Pandemic vaccines — The legal landscape 
N. Engl. J. Med. 2010, 362, 1949-1952; 
DOI: 10.1056/NEJMp1000938 
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The Hippocratic Oath 


I swear by Apollo Healer, by Asclepius, by Hygieia, by Panacea, and by all the gods 
and goddesses, making them my witnesses, that I will o out, according to my 
ability and judgment, this oath and this indenture. 


To hold my teacher in this art equal to my own parents; to make him partner in my 
livelihood; when he is in need of money to share mine with him; to consider his 
family as my own brothers, and to teach them this art, if they want to learn it, 

without fee or indenture; to impart precept, oral instruction, and all other 
instruction to my own sons, the sons of my teacher, and to indentured 
pupils who have taken the Healer’s oath, but to nobody else. 


! will use those dietary 
regimens which will benefit 
my patients according to my 
greatest ability and judg- 
ment, and | will do no harm 
or injustice to them. 
Neither will ! 
administer a poison to any- 
body when asked to do so, 
nor will І suggest such a 
course. Similarly ! will not 
give to a woman a pessary 
to cause abortion. But I will 
keep pure and holy both my 
life and my art. ! will not use 
the knife, not even, verily, 
on sufferers from stone, Биг! 
will give piaca to such as are 
craftsmen therein. 


Into whatsoever houses 
1 enter, | will enter to help the 
sick, and I will abstain from 
all intentional wrong-doing 
and harm, 
especially from abusing the 
bodies of man or woman, 
bond or free. 
And whatsoever I shall see or 
hear in the course of my pro- 
fession, as well as outside my 
profession in my intercourse 
with men, ¡fit be what should 
not be published abroad, ! 
will never divulge, holding 
such things to be 
holy secrets. 


Now if | carry out this oath, and break it not, may | gain for ever 
reputation among all men for my life and for my art; but if | break 
it and forswear myself, may the opposite befall me. 


